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STATUTES  respecting  the  Relief  and 
Regulation  of  the  POOR ? 


[5  Eliz.  Cap.  4.] 

An  Act  touching  divers  Orders  for  Artificers ,  Labourers? 
Servants  of  Husbandry  and  Apprentices, 


ALTHOUGH  there  remain  and  stand  in  force  presently,  A  re.iea,  ^ 
a  great  number  .of  acts  and  statutes  concerning  the  re-  so  much  of 
taining,  departing,  wages  and  orders  of  apprentices,  servants, 
and  labourers,  as  well  in  husbandry,  as  in  divers  other  arts,  cernsthe 
mysteries  and  occupations;  (v2)  yet  partly  for  the  imper-  hiring,  keep- 
fection  and  contrariety  that  is  found,  and  doth  appear  in  ^’working 
sundry  of  the  said  laws,  and  for  the  variety  and  number  of  or  order 
them;  {3)  and  chiefly  for  that  the  wages  and  allowances  tourers' ** 
limited  and  rated  in  many  of  the  said  statutes,  are  in  divers  See.  And  a 
places  too  small,  and  not  answerable  to  this  time,  respecting 
the  advancement  of  prices  of  all  things  belonging  to  the  said  compellable 
servants  and  labourers;  (4)  the  said  laws  pannot  conve-  toservein 

'  •  •  handicratt3 

niently,  without  the  great  grief  and  burden  of  the  poor  la-  anj  vvno  -nl 
bourer,  and  hired  man,  be  put  in  good  and  due  execution ;  husbandry, 
(5)  and  as  the  said  several  acts  and  statutes  were,  at  the 
time  of  the  making  of  them,  thought  to  be  very  good  and  duties,  &e. 
beneficial  to  the  commonwealth  of  this  realm  (as  divers  of 
them  are),  so  if  the  substance  of  as  many  of  the  said 
laws  as  are  meet  to  be  continued,  shall  be  digested  and  re¬ 
duced  into  one  sole  law  .and  statute,  and  in  the  same  an 
uniform  order  prescribed  and  limited  concerning  the  wages 
and  other  orders  for  apprentices,  servants,  and  labourers, 
voi.  11.  [  a  ]  there/ 
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there  is  good  hope  that  it  will  come  to  pass,  that  the  same 
law  (being  duly  executed)  should  banish  idleness,  advance 
husbandry,  and  yield  unto  the  hired  person,  both  in  the  time 
of  scarcity  and  in  the  time  of  plenty,  a  convenient  propor¬ 
tion  of  wages. 

II.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  of  this  present 
parliament,  That  as  much  of  all  the  estatutes  heretofore 
made,  and  every  branch  of  them,  as  touch  or  concern  the 
hiring,  keeping,  departing,  working,  wages,  or  order  of  ser¬ 
vants,  workmen,  artificers,  apprentices,  and  labourers,  or 
any  of  them,  and  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  concerning 
the  same  shall  be,  from  and  after  the  last  day  of  September 
next  ensuing,  repealed  and  utterly  void  and  of  none  effect ; 
(2)  and  that  all  the  said  statutes,  and  every  branch  thereof, 
or  any  matter  contained  in  them,  and  not  repealed  by  this 
statute,  shall  remain  and  be  in  full  force  and  effect ;  any 
thing  in  this  statute  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  no  manner  of  person  or  persons  after  the  aforesaid  last 
day  of  September  now  next  ensuing,  shall  retain,  hire,  or 
take  into  service,  or  cause  to  be  retained,  hired,  or  taken 
into  service,  nor  any  person  shall  be  retained,  hired,  01 
taken  into  service,  by  any  means  or  colour,  to  work  for  any  less 
time  or  term  than  for  one  whole  year,  in  any  of  the  sciences, 
crafts,  mysteries,  or  arts  of  clothiers,  woollen  cloth  wreavers, 
tuckers,  fullers,  elothworkers,  shearmen,  dyers,  hosiers, 
taylors,  shoemakers,  tanners,  pewterers,  bakers',  brewers, 
glovers,  cutlers,  smiths,  farriers,  curriers,  saddlers,  spurriers, 
turners,  cappers,  hatmakers  or  feltmakers,  bowyers,  fietchers, 
arrow-bead-makers,  butchers,  cooks,  or  millers. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  person  being 
unmarried  ;  ( 2 )  and  every  other  person  being  under  the  age 
of  thirty  years,  that  after  the  feast  of  Easter  next  shall 
marry ;  ( 3 )  and  having  been  brought  up  in  any  of  the  said 
arts,  crafts,  or  sciences;  (4)  or  that  hath  used  or  exercised 
any  of  them  by  the  space  of  three  years  or  more;  (5)  and 
not  having  lands,  tenements,  rents,  or  hereditaments,  copy- 
hold  or  freehold,  of  an  estate  of  inheritance,  or  for  term  of 
any  life  or  lives,  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  forty  shillings; 
(6)  nor  being  worth  of  his  own  goods  the  clear  value  of  ten 
pound;  (7)  and  so  allowed  by  two  justices  of  the  peace  of 
the  county  where  he  hath  most  commonly  inhabited  by  the 
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space  of  one  whole  year,  and  under  their  hands  and  seals ; 
(8)  or  by  the  mayor  or  other  head  officer  of  the  city,  bo¬ 
rough,  or  town  corporate  where  such  person  hatl\  most  com¬ 
monly  dwelt  by  the  space  of  one  whole  year,  and  two  aider- 
men,  or  two  other  discreet  burgesses  of  the  same  city, 
borough,  or  town  corporate,  if  there  be  no  aldermen,  under 
their  hands  and  seals;  (9)  nor  being  retained  with  any 
person  in  husbandry,  or  in  any  of  the  aforesaid  arts  and 
sciences,  according  to  this  statute;  (10)  nor  lawfully  re¬ 
tained  in  other  art  or  science;  ( 1 1 )  nor  being  lawfully  retained 
in  houshold,  or  in  any  office  with  any  nobleman,  gentleman, 
or  others,  according  to  the  laws  of  this  realm ;  ( 12 )  nor  have 
a  convenient  farm,  or  other  holding  in  tillage,  whereupon  he 
may  employ  his  labour;  (13)  shall,  during  the  time  that  he 
or  they  shall  be  so  unmarried,  or  under  the  said  age  of  thirty 
years,  upon  request  made  by  any  person  using  the  art  or 
mystery  wherein  the  said  person  so  required  hath  been  exer¬ 
cised  (as  is  aforesaid),  be  retained  ;  (14)  and  shall  not  re¬ 
fuse  to  serve  according  to  the  tenour  of  this  statute,  upon 
the  pain  and  penalty  hereafter  mentioned. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  person  which  shall 
retain  any  servant,  shall  put  away  his  or  her  said  servant ; 
( 2 )  and  that  no  person  retained  according  to  this  statute, 
shall  depart  from  his  master,  mistress,  or  dame,  before  the 
end  of  his  or  her  term  ;  ( 3 )  upon  the  pain  hereafter  men¬ 
tioned  ;  (4)  unless  it  be  for  some  reasonable  and  sufficient 
cause  or  matter,  to  be  allowed  before  two  justices  of  peace, 
or  one  at  the  least,  within  the  said  county ;  or  before  the 
mayor  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  city,  borough,  or  town 
corporate  wherein  the  said  master,  mistress,  or  dame  inha- 
biteth,  to  whom  any  of  the  parties  grieved  shall  complain ;' 
(5)  which  said  justices  or  justice,  mayor  or  chief  officer, 
shall  have  and  take  upon  them  or  him  the  hearing  and  order¬ 
ing  of  the  matter  betwixt  the  said  master  or  mistress,  or 
dame  and  servant,  according  to  the  equity  of  the  cause. 

VI.  And  that  no  such  master,  mistress,  or  dame,  shall  put 
away  any  such  servant  at  the  end  of  his  term ;  or  that  any 
such  servant  shall  depart  from  his  said  master,  mistress,  or 
dame,  at  the  end  of  his  term,  without  one  quarter’s  warning 
given  before  the  end  of  his  said  term,  either  by  the  said 
master,  mistress,  or  dame,  or  servant,  the  one  to  the  other, 
upon  the  pain  hereafter  ensuing. 
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VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  every  person  between  the  age  of  twelve  years,  and  the 
age  of  sixty  years,  not  being  lawfully  retained,  nor  appren¬ 
tice  with  any  fisherman  or  mariner  haunting  the  seas;  (2) 
nor  being  in  service  with  any  kidder  or  carrier  of  any  corn, 
grain,  or  meal  for  provision  of  the  city  of  London  ;  (  3 )  nor 
with  any  husbandman  in  husbandry;  (4)  nor  in  any  city, 
town  corporate,  or  market-town,  in  any  of  the  arts  or  sci¬ 
ences  limited  or  appointed  by  this  estatute  to  ha"  or  take 
apprentices;  (5)  nor  being  retained  by  the  year,  or  half  the 
year  at  the  least,  for  the  digging,  seeking,  finding,  getting, 
melting,  fining,  working,  trying,  making  of  any  silver,  tin, 
lead,  iron,  copper,  stone,  sea-coal,  stone-coal,  moor-coal, 
or  cherk-coal;  (6)  nor  being  occupied  in  or  about  the  mak¬ 
ing  of  any  glass  ;  (7)  nor  being  a  gentleman  born,  nor  being 
a  student  or  scholar  in  any  of  the  universities,  or  in  any 
school ;  ( 8 )  nor  having  lands,  tenements,  rents,  or  heredita¬ 
ments,  for  term  of  life,  or  of  one  estate  of  inheritance  of  the 
clear  yearly  value  of  forty  shillings;  (9)  nor  being  worth  in 
goods  and  chattels  to  the  value  of  ten  pounds;  (10)  nor 
having  a  father  or  mother  then  living,  or  other  ancestor 
whose  heir  apparent  he  is,  then  having  lands,  tenements,  or 
hereditaments  of  the  yearly  value  of  ten  pound,  or  above,  or 
goods  or  chattels  of  the  value  of  forty  pounds ;  ( 1 1 )  nor 
being  a  necessary  or  convenient  officer  or  servant  lawfully 
retained,  as  is  aforesaid ;  (12)  nor  having  a  convenient  farm 
or  holding,  whereupon  he  may  or  shall  employ  his  labour; 
(13)  nor  being  otherwise  lawfully  retained,  according  to  the 
true  meaning  of  this  estatute;  (14)  shall,  after  the  aforesaid 
last  day  of  September  now  next  ensuing,  by  virtue  of  this 
estatute,  be  compelled  to  be  retained  to  serve  in  husbandry 
by  the  year,  with  any  person  that  keepeth  husbandry,  and 
will  require  any  such  person  so  to  serve  within  the  same  shire 
where  he  shall  be  so  required. 

VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  of  this 
present  parliament,  That  if  any  person  after  he  hath  retained 
any  servant,  shall  put  away  the  same  servant  before  the  end 
of  his  term,  unless  it  be  for  some  reasonable  and  sufficient 
cause,  to  be  allowed,  as  is  aforesaid;  (2)  or  if  any  such 
master,  mistress,  or  dame,  shall  put  away  any  such  servant 
at  the  end  of  his  term,  without  one  quarter’s  warning  given 
before  the  said  end,  as  is  above  remembered ;  (3)  that  then 
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every  such  master,  mistress,  or  dame  so  offending,  unless  he 
or  they  be  able  to  prove,  by  two  such  sufficient  witnesses 
such  reasonable  and  sufficient  cause  of  putting  away  their 
servant  or  servants,  during  their  term,  or  a  quarter’s  warning 
given  afore  the  end  of  the  said  term,  as  is  aforesaid,  before 
the  justices  of  Oyer  and  Terminer ,  justices  of  assize,  jus¬ 
tices  of  peace  in  the  quarter-sessions,  or  before  the  mayor  , 
or  other  head  officer  of  any  city,  borough,  or  town  corporate, 
and  two  aldermen,  or  two  other  discreet  burgesses  of  the 
same  city,  borough,  or  town  corporate,  if  there  be  no  aider- 
men,  or  before  the  lord  president  and  council  established  in 
the  marches  of  Wales ,  or  before  the  lord  president  and 
council  for  the  time  being  established  in  the  north  parts, 
shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  forty  shillings. 

IX.  And  if  any  servant  retained  according  to  the  form  of  The  punhh- 
tliis  estatute  depart  from  his  master,  mistress,  or  dame’s  ser-  ^vnnf  ** 
vice,  before  the  end  of  his  term,  unless  it  be  for  some  reason-  which  per- 
able  and  sufficient  cause,  to  be  allowed,  as  is  aforesaid  ;  (2)  j”ot 

or  if  any  servant,  at  the  end  of  his  term,  depart  from  his  said  service  or 
master,  mistress,  or  dame’s  service  without  one  quarter’s  dePart‘ire* 
warning  given  before  the  end  of  his  said  term,  in  form  afore¬ 
said,  and  before  two  lawful  witnesses  ;  (3)  or  if  any  person 
or  persons  compellable  and  bounden  to  be  retained,  and  to 
serve  in  husbandry,  or  in  any  other  the  arts,  sciences,  or 
mysteries  above  remembered,  by  the  year  or  otherwise,  do 
(upon  request  made)  refuse  to  serve  for  the  wages  that  shall 
be  limited,  rated  and  appointed,  according  to  the  form  of 
this  statute ;  (4)  or  promise  or  covenant  to  serve,  and  do 
not  serve  according  to  the  tenour  of  the  same ;  (5 )  that  then 
every  servant  so  departing  away,  and  every  person  so  refus¬ 
ing  to  serve  for  such  wages,  upon  complaint  thereof  made  by 
the  master,  mistress,  or  dame  of  the  said  servant,  or  by  the 
party  to  or  with  whom  the  said  refusal  is  made,  or  promise 
not  kept,  to  two  justices  of  peace  of  the  county,  or  to  the 
mayor  or  other  head  officer  of  the  city,  borough,  or  town 
corporate,  and  two  aldermen,  or  two  other  discreet  burgesses 
of  the  same  city,  borough,  or  town  corporate,  if  there  be  no 
aldermen,  where  the  said  master,  mistress,  or  dame,  or  the 
said  party  to  or  with  whom  the  said  refusal  is  made,  and 
promise  not  kept,  dwelleth,  or  to  either  of  the  said  lords 
presidents  and  council  of  Wales ,  and  the  north,  the  said 
justices,  lords  presidents  and  councils,  and  also  the  said 

[a  3]  mayors 


5  Eliz.  c\  4.  Orders  Joy  Artificers ,  c'r. 


None  may 
depart  forth 
of  the  city, 
town,  parish, 
&c.  without 
a  testimo¬ 
nial. 


mayors  or  other  head  officers,  and  otheV  ‘persons  of  cities, 
boroughs,  or  towns  corporate,  or  any  of  them,  as  is  aforesaid, 
shall  have  power  by  force  of  this  statute,  to  hear  and  examine 
the  matter;  (6)  and  finding  the  said  servant,  or  the  said 
party  so  refusing  faulty  in  the  premises,  upon  such  proofs 
and  good  matter  as  to  their  discretions  shall  be  thought  suf¬ 
ficient  to  commit  him  or  them  to  ward,  there  to  remain 
without  bail  or  mainprise,  until  the  said  servant  or  party  so 
offending  shall  be  bound  to  the  party  to  whom  the  offence 
shall  lie  made,  to  serve  and  continue  with  him  for  the  wages 
that  then  shall  be  limited  and  appointed,  according  to  the 
tenour  and  form  of  this  estatute,  and  to  be  discharged  upon 
his  delivery,  without  paying  any  fee  to  the  gaoler  where  he 
or  they  shall  be  so  imprisoned. 

X.  And  be  it  likewise  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  none  of  the  said  retained  persons  in  husbandry,  or  in  any 
the  arts  or  sciences  above  remembered,  after  the  time  of  his 
retainer  expired,  shall  depart  forth  of  one  city,  town,  or  parish 
to  another;  (2)  nor  out  of  the  lath,  rape,  wapentake  or  hun¬ 
dred  5(3)  nor  out  of  the  county  or  shire  where  he  last  served, 
to  serve  in  any  other  city,  town  corporate,  lath,  rape,  wapen¬ 
take,  hundred,  shire,  or  county;  (4)  unless  he  have  a  testi¬ 
monial  under  the  seal  of  the  said  city  or  town  corporate,  or  of 
the  constable  or  constables,  or  other  head  officer  or  officers,  and 
of  two  other  honest  householders  of  the  city,  town,  or  parish 
where  he  last  served,  declaring  his  lawful  departure,  and  the 
name  of  the  shire  and  place  where  he  dwelled  fast  before  his 
departure,  according  to  the  form  hereafter  expressed  in  this 
act;  (5)  which  certificate  or  testimonial  shall  be  written  and 
delivered  unto  the  said  servant,  and  also  registered  by  the  par¬ 
son,  vicar  or  curate  of  the  parish  where  such  master,  mistress, 
or  dame  doth  or  shall  dwell,  taking  for  the  doing  thereof  two¬ 
pence,  and  not  above;  and  the  form  thereof  shall  be  as  fol- 
loweth : — 


The  form  of 
the  testimo¬ 
nial. 


Memorandum,  That  A.  B.  late  servant  to  C.  D.  of  E.  hus¬ 
bandman,  or  taylor,  &c.  in  the  county,  &c.  is  licensed 
to  depart  from  his  said  master,  and  is  at  his  liberty  to 
serve  elsewhere,  according  to  the  statute  in  that  case 
made  and  provided.  In  witness  whereof,  &c.  Dated  the 
day,  month,  year,  and  place,  &c.  of  the  making  thereof. 

XL  And 


Of  the  Term  of  Service. 


[7J 


XI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  servant 
That  no  person  or  persons  that  shall  depart  out  of  a  service,  ta'jnedVkh- 
shall  be  retained  or  accepted  into  any  other  service,  without  out  shewing 
shewing;  before  his  retainer  such  testimonial  as  is  above  remem-  h!s 

0  _  nm. 

bered,  to  the  chief  officer  of  the  town  corporate,  and  in  every  Httley  164 
other  town  and  place,  to  the  constable,  curate,  churchwarden, 
or  other  head  officer  of  the  same,,  where  he  Shall  be  retained  to 
serve ;  ( 2 )  upon  the  pain  that  every  such  servant  so  departing 
without  such  certificate  or  testimonial,  shall  be  imprisoned  until 
he  procure  a  testimonial  or  certificate;  (3)  the  which  if  he 
cannot  do  within  the  space  of  one-and~twenty  days  next,  after 
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the  first  day  of  his  imprisonment,  then  the  said  person  to  be  taineth  a 
whipped  and  used*as  a  vagabond,  according  to  the  laws  in  such 
cases  provided ;  (4)  and  that  every  person  retaining  any  such 
servant,  without  shewing  such  testimonial  or  certificate,  as  is 
aforesaid,  shall  forfeit  for  every  such  offence  five  pounds;  (5 ) 
and  if  any  such  person  shall  be  taken  writh  any  counterfeit  or 
forged  testimonial,  then  to  be  wdiipped  as  a  vagabond. 

XII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

That  all  artificers  and  labourers,  being  hired  for  wages  by  the 
day  or  week,  shall,  betwixt  the  midst  of  the  months  of  March 
and  September ,  be  and  continue  at  their  work,  at  or  before  five  wor1'* 
of  the  clock  in  the  morning,  and  continue  at  wrork,  and  not 
depart,  until  between  seven  and  eight  of  the  clock  at  night 
(except  it  be  in  the  time  of  breakfast,  dinner,  or  drinking,  the 
which  times  at  the  most  shall  not  exceed  above  two  hours  and 
a  half  in  a  day,  that  is  to  say,  at  every  drinking  one  half 
hour,  for  his  dinner  one  hour,  and  for  his  sleep  wffien  he  is 
allowed  to  sleep,  the  which  is  from  the  midst  o f  May  to  the 
midst  of  August,  half  an  hour  at  the  most,  and  at  every  break¬ 
fast  one  half-hour) ;  (2 )  and  all  the  said  artificers  and  labour¬ 
ers,  between  the  midst  of  September  and  the  midst  of  March , 
shall  be  and  continue  at  their  work  from  the  spring  of  the  day 
in  the  morning,  until  the  night  of  the  same  day,  except"  it  be  in 
-time  afore  appointed  for  breakfast  and  dinner;  (3  )  upon  pain 
to  lose  and  forfeit  one  penny  for  every  hour’s  absence,  to  be 
deducted  and  defaulked  out  of  his  wages  that  shall  so  offend. 

XIII.  And  be  it  also  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  jj0 
That  every  artificer  and  labourer  that  shall  be  lawfully  retained  or  labourer 
in  and  for  the  building  or  repairing  of  any  church,  house,  ship,  before  Ms11 
mill,  or  every  other  piece  of  work,  taken  in  great,  in  task,  or  work  he 
in  gross,  or  that  shall  hereafter  take  upon  him  to  make  or 
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finish  any  such  thing  or  work,  shall  continue  and  not  depart 
from  the  same,  unless  it  be  for  not  paying  of  his  wages  or  hire 
agreed  on,  or  otherwise  lawfully  taken  or  appointed  to  serve 
the  Queen’s  majesty,  her  heirs  or  successors,  or  for  other  larv- 
fui  cause,  or  without  licence  of  the  master  or  owner  of  the 
work,  or  of  him  that  hath  the  charge  thereof,  before  the 
finishing  of  the  said  work;  (2)  upon  pain  of  imprisonment  by 
one  month,  without  bail  or  mainprize  ;  (3)  and  the  forfeiture 
of  the  sum  of  five  pounds  to  the  party  from  Whom  he  shall  so 
depart,  for  the  which  the  said  party  may  have  his  action  of 
debt  against  him  that  shall  so  depart,  in  any  of  the  Queen’s 
majesty’s  courts  of  record,  over  and  besides  such  ordinary  costs 
and  damages  as  may  or  ought  to  be  recovered  by  the  common 
laws,  for  or  concerning  any  such  offence :  in  which  action,  no 
protection,  wager  of  law,  or  essoin  shall  be  admitted. 

XIV.  And  that  no  other  artificer  or  labourer  retained  in 
any  service,  to  work  with  the  Queen’s  majesty,  or  any  other 
person,  depart  fr6m  her  said  majesty,  Or  front  the  said 
other  person,  until  such  time  as  the  work  be  finished,  if  the  per¬ 
son  so  retaining  the  artificer  Or  labourer  so  long  will  have  him, 
and  pay  him  his  wages  or  other  duties,  upon  pain  of  imprison¬ 
ment  of  every  person  so  departing,  by  the  space  of  one  month. 

XV.  And  for  the  declaration  and  limitation  what  wages  ser¬ 
vants,  labourers,  and  artificers,  either  by  the  year  or  day,  or 
otherwise,  shall  have  and  receive,  Be  it  enacted  by  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  this  present  parliament,  That  the  justices  of  peace  of 
every  shire,  riding,  and  liberty,  within  the  limits  of  their  se¬ 
veral  commissions,  or  the  more  part  of  them,  being  then  re- 
siant  within  the  same,  and  the  sheriff  of  that  county,  if  he  con¬ 
veniently  may,  and  every  mayor,  bailiff  or  other  head  officer 
within  any  city  or  town  corporate,  wherein  is  any  justice  of 
peace  w  ithin  the  limits  of  the  said  city  or  town  corporate,  and 
Of  the  said  corporation,  shall,  before  the  tenth  day  of  June 
next  Coming,  and  afterwards  shall  yearly,  at,  every  general  ses¬ 
sions  first  to  be  holdcn  and  kept  after  Easter ,  or  at  some  time 
Convenient,  within  six  weeks  next  following  every  of  the  said 
feasts  of  Easter ,  assemble  themselves  together  5(2)  and  they 
(so  assembled)  calling  unto  them  stich  discreet  and  grave  per¬ 
sons  of  the  said  county,  or  of  the  said  city  or  town  corporate, 
as  they  shall  think  meet,  and  conferring  together,  respecting 
the  plenty  or  scarcity  of  the  time,  and  other  circumstances  ne¬ 
cessarily  to  be  considered,  shall  have  authority  by  virtue  thereof, 
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within  the  limits  and  precincts  of  their  several  commissions,  to 
limit,  rate,  and  appoint  the  wages,  as  well  of  such  and  so  many 
of  the  said  artificers,  handicraftsmen,  husbandmen,  or  any  other 
labourer,  servant,  or  workman,  whose  wages  in  time  past  hath 
been  by  any  law  or  statute  rated  and  appointed ;  ( 3 )  as  also 
the  wages  of  all  other  labourers,  artificers,  w  orkmen,  or  ap¬ 
prentices  of  husbandry,  which  have  not  been  rated;  (4)  as 
they  the  same  justices,  mayors,  or  iiead  officers  within  their 
sevefal  commissions  dr  liberties  shall  think  meet  by  their  dis¬ 
cretions  to  be  rated,  limited,  or  appointed  by  the  year,  or  by 
the  day,  week,  month,  or  otherwise,  with  meat  and  drink,  or 
without  meat  and  drink  5(5)  and  wrhat  wages  every  workman 
or  labourer  shall  take  by  the  great,  for  mowing,  reaping,  or 
threshing  of  corn  and  grain,  or  for  mowing,  or  making  of  hay, 
t)r  for  ditching,  paving,  railing,  or  hedging  by  the  rod,  perch, 
litgg,  yard,  pole,  rope,  or  foot,  and  for  any  other  kind  of  rea¬ 
sonable  iabour  or  service  ;  (6)  and  shall  yearly,  before  the 
twelfth  day  of  July  next,  after  the  said  assessments  and  rates 
so  appointed  and  made,  certify  the  same,  ingrossed  in  parch¬ 
ment,  with  the  considerations  and  causes  thereof,  under  their 
hands  and  seals,  into  the  Queen’s  most  honourable  court  of 
chancery;  (7)  whereupon  it  shall  be  lawful  to  the  lord  chan¬ 
cellor  of  England ,  or  lord  keeper  of  the  great  seal  for  the  time 
being,  upon  deplaration  thereof  to  the  Queen’s  majesty,  her 
heirs  or  successors,  or  to  the  lords  and  others  of  the  privy 
council,  for  the  time  being,  attendant  upon  their  persons,  to 
cause  to  be  printed  and  set  down  before  the  first  day  of  Sep^ 
tember  next,  after  the  said  certificates,  into  every  county,  to 
the  sheriff  and  justices  of  peace  there,  and  to  the  said  mayor, 
bailiff  and  head  officers,  ten  or  twelve  proclamations  or  more, 
containing  in  every  of  them  the  several  rates  appointed  by 
the  said  justices  and  other  head  officers,  as  is  aforesaid,  with 
commandment  by  the  said  proclamations,  to  all  persons,  in  the 
name  of  the  Queen’s  majesty,  her  heirs  or  successors,  straitly 
to  observe  the  same,  and  to  all  justices,  sheriffs,  and  other  offi¬ 
cers,  to  see  the  same  duly  and  severally  observed,  upon  the 
danger  of  the  punishment  and  forfeitures  limited  and  appointed 
by  this  estatute;  (8)  upon  receipt  whereof  the  said  sheriffs, 
justices  of  peace,  and  the  mayor  and  head  officer  in  every  city, 
or  town  corporate,  shall  cause  the  same  proclamations  to  be 
entered  of  record  by  the  clerk  of  the  peace,  or  by  the  clerk  of 
the  city  or  town  corporate  5(9)  and  the  said  sheriffs,  justices, 
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and  other  the  said  mayor  and  head  officer,  shall  forthwith  in 
open  markets,  upon  the  market  days  before  Michaelmas  then 
ensuing,  cause  the  same  proclamation  to  be  proclaimed  in 
every  city  or  market  town  within  the  limits  of  their  commis¬ 
sion  ;  and  the  same  proclamation  to  be  fixed  in  some  conve¬ 
nient  place  of  the  said  city  and  town,  or  in  such  of  the  most 
occupied  market  towns,  as  to  the  said  sheriffs,  justices  of  peace, 
and  to  the  said  mayor  and  head  officer  shall  be  thought  meet. 

XVI.  And  if  the  said  sheriffs,  justices  of  peace,  or  the 
mayor  or  head  officer,  shall,  at  their  said  general  sessions,  or 
at  any  time  after,  within  six  weeks  then  following,  upon 
their  assembly  and  conference  together,  think  it  convenient 
to  retain  and  keep  for  the  year  then  to  come,  the  rates  and 
proportions  of  -wages  that  they  certified  the  year  before,  or 
to  change  or  to  reform  them,  or  some  part  of  them;  then  they 
shall,  before  the  said  twelfth  day  of  Juli/,  yearly  certify  into 
the  said  court  of  chancery  their  resolutions  and  determina¬ 
tions  therein,  to  the  intent  that  proclamations  may  accordingly 
be  renewed  and  sent  down.  ( 2 )  And  if  it  shall  happen  that 
there  be  no  need  of  any  reformation  or  alteration  of  the  rates 
of  the  said  wages,  but  that  the  former  shall  be  thought  meet 
to  be  continued,  then  the  proclamations  for  the  year  past 
shall  remain  in  force  until  new  proclamations  upon  new  rates 
concerning  the  said  wages  shall  be  sent  down  according  to 
the  form  of  this  estatute. 

XVII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  authority  of  this  pre¬ 
sent  parliament,  That  if  all  the  said  justices  of  peace,  resiant 
within  the  counties  where  they  are  or  shall  be  justices  of 
peace,  mayors,  and  head  officers,  do  not  before  the  tenth  day 
of  June  next  coming,  and  afterward  yearly  appear  and  as¬ 
semble  at  the  said  general  sessions,  or  within  six  weeks  next 
after  the  said  general  sessions,  and  limit  and  rate  the  wages 
of  the  said  servants  and  labourers,  or  shall  not  consider  whe¬ 
ther  the  former  rates  made  be  meet  to  be  continued,  or  to  be 
altered  and  reformed  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid,  or  be 
negligent  or  remiss  in  the  certificate  thereof,  in  form  above 
written,  that  then  every  justice  of  peace  of  the  county,  and 
every  mayor  or  head  officers  of  the  city  or  town  corporate,  in 
whom  any  such  default  or  negligence  shall  be  found,  being 
within  the  said  county,  city,  or  town  corporate  at  the  time 
of  the  said  next  assembly,  or  at  the  time  of  the  said  sessions, 
or  at  the  times  of  the  said  rates  of  wages  to  be  set,  within  six 
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weeks  next  after  every  such  sessions,  and  not  visited  with  any 
such  sickness  as  he  could  not  travel  thither  without  peril  and 
danger  of  his  life :  or  not  having  any  other  lawful  and  good 
excuse,  to  be  allowed  by  the  justices  then  assembled  for  the 
rating  and  taxing  of  wages  as  is  aforesaid,  or  by  the  more  part 
of  them,  upon  a  corporal  oath  and  affidavit,  to  be  taken  and 
made  openly  before  the  said  justices  upon  the  holy  evangelists, 
by  some  credible  person  assessed  and  taxed  in  the  book  of 
subsidy  of  that  county,  to  the  clear  value  of  five  pounds  at  the 
least,  or  by  such  other  person  as  the  most  part  of  such  jus¬ 
tices  shall  allow  and  accept  to  take  such  oath,  shall,  for  such 
default  or  negligence,  forfeit  unto  the  Queen’s  majesty,  her 
heirs  and  successors,  ten  pounds  of  lawful  money  of  England. 

XVIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore¬ 
said,  That  if  any  person,  after  the  said  proclamation  shall  be 
so  sent  down  and  published,  shall  by  any  secret  ways  or  means, 
directly  or  indirectly  retain  or  keep  any  servant,  workman,  or 
labourer,  or  shall  give  any  more  or  greater  wages,  or  other 
commodity,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  purport  of  this 
estatute,  or  contrary  to  the  rates  or  wages  that  shall  be  as¬ 
sessed  or  appointed  in  the  said  proclamations;  that  then  every 
person  that  shall  so  offend,  and  be  thereof  lawfully  convicted 
before  any  the  justices  or  other  head  officers  above  re¬ 
membered,  or  either  of  the  said  presidents  and  councils, 
shall  suffer  imprisonment  by  the  space  of  ten  days,  without 
bail  or  mainprise,  and  shall  lose  and  forfeit  five  pounds  of 
lawful  money  of  England. 

XIX.  And  that  every  person  that  shall  be  so  retained  and 
take  wages,  contrary  to  this  estatute,  or  any  branch  thereof, 
or  of  the  said  proclamation,  and  shall  be  thereof  convicted 
before  the  justices  aforesaid,  or  any  two  of  them,  or  before 
the  mayor  or  other  head  officers  aforesaid,  shall  suffer 
imprisonment  by  the  space  of  one-and-twenty  days,  without 
bail  or  mainprise. 

XX.  And  that  every  retainer,  promise,  gift,  or  payment  of 
wages,  or  other  thing  whatsoever,  contrary  to  the  true 
meaning  of  this  estatute,  and  every  writing  and  bond  to  be 
made  for  that  purpose,  shall  be  utterly  void  and  of  none 
effect. 

XXI.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
if  any  servant,  workman,  or  labourer,  shall  wilfully  or  mali¬ 
ciously  make  any  assault  or  affray  upon  his  master,  mistress, 
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or  dame,  or  upon  any  other  that  shall,  at  the  time  of  such  a3‘ 
sault  or  affray,  have  the  charge  or  oversight  of  any  such  ser¬ 
vant,  workman,  or  labourer,  or  of  the  work  wherein  the  said 
servant,  workman,  or  labourer  is  appointed  or  hired  to  work, 
and  being  thereof  convicted  before  any  two  of  the  justices, 
mayor,  or  other  head  officer  aforesaid,  where  the  said  offence 
is  committed,  or  before  either  of  the  said  lords  presidents 
and  council  before  remembered,  by  confession  of  the  said 
servant,  workman,  or  labourer,  or  by  the  testimony,  witness, 
and  oath  of  two  honest  men ;  that  then  every  such  offender 
shall  suffer  imprisonment  bjr  the  space  of  one  whole  year,  or 
less,  by  the  discretion  of  two  justices  of  peace,  if  it  be  with¬ 
out  a  town  corporate ;  ( 2 )  and  if  it  be  within  a  town  corpo¬ 
rate,  then  by  the  discretion  of  the  mayor  or  head  officer  of 
the  same  town  corporate,  with  two  others  of  the  discreetest 
persons  of  the  same  corporation,  at  the  least  1(3)  and  if  the 
offence  shall  require  further  punishment,  then  to  receive  such 
other  open  punishment,  so  as  it  extend  not  to  life  nor  limb, 
as  the  justices  of  peace  in  open  sessions,  or  as  the  more  part 
of  them,  or  the  said  mayor  or  head  officer,  and  six  or  four  at 
the  least  of  the  discreetest  persons  of  the  same  corporation, 
before  whom  the  offence  shall  be  examined,  shall  think  conve¬ 
nient  for  the  quality  of  the  said  offence  so  done  or  committed. 

XXII.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  in  the  time  of  hay  or  corn  harvest,  the  jus<- 
tices  of  peace,  and  every  of  them,  and  also  the  constable  or 
other  head  officer  of  every  township,  upon  request,  and  for 
the  avoiding  of  the  loss  of  any  corn,  grain,  or  hay,  shall  and 
may  cause  all  such  artificers  and  persons  as  be  meet  to  labour, 
by  the  discretions  of  the  said  justices  or  constables,  or  other 
head  officers,  or  by  any  of  them,  to  serve  by  the  day  for  the 
mowing,  reaping,  shearing,  getting  or  inning  of  corn,  grain, 
and  hay,  according  to  the  skill  and  quality  of  the  person; 
( 2 )  and  that  none  of  the  said  persons  shall  refuse  to  do,  upon 
pain  to  suffer  imprisonment  in  the  stocks,  by  the  space  of 
two  days  and  one  night;  (3)  and  the  constable  of  the  town, 
or  other  head  officer  of  the  same,  where  the  said  refusal  shall 
be  made,  upon  complaint  to  him  made,  shall  have  authority 
by  virtue  hereof,  to  set  the  said  offender  in  the  stocks  for  the 
time  aforesaid,  and  shall  punish  him  accordingly,  upon  pain 
to  lose  and  forfeit  for  not  doing  thereof,  the  sum  of  forty 
shillings. 


XXIII.  Pro- 
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XXII I.  Provided  also,  That  all  persons  of  the  counties 
where  they  have  accustomed  to  go  into  other  shires  for 
harvest-work,  and  having  at  that  time  no  harvest-work  suf¬ 
ficient  in  the  same  town  or  county  where  he  or  they  dwelt  in 
the  winter  then  last  past,  bringing  with  him  or  them  a  testi¬ 
monial  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  one  justice  of  the  peace 
of  the  shire,  or  other  head  officer  of  the  town  or  place  that 
he  or  they  come  from,  testifying  the  same,  for  the  which  he 
shall  pay  not  above  one  penny  (other  than  such  persons  as 
shall  be  retained  in  service,  according  to  the  form  of  this 
estatute)  may  repair  and  resort  in  harvest  of  hay  or  corn, 
from  the  counties  wherein  their  dwelling  places  are,  into  any 
other  place  or  county  for  the  only  mowing,  reaping,  and 
getting  of  hay,  corn,  or  grain,  and  for  the  only  working  of 
harvest-works,  as  they  might  have  done  before  the  making 
of  this  estatute;  any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

XXIV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore¬ 
said,  That  two  justices  of  peace,  the  mayor,  or  other  head  of¬ 
ficer  of  any  city,  borough,  or  town  corporate,  and  two  aider- 
men,  or  two  other  discreet  burgesses  of  the  same  city,  bo¬ 
rough,  or  town  corporate,  if  there  be  no  aldermen,  shall  and 
may,  by  virtue  hereof,  appoint  any  such  woman  as  is  of  the 
age  of  twelve  years,  and  under  the  age  of  forty  years,  and 
unmarried,  and  forth  of  service,  as  they  shall  think  meet,  to 
serve,  to  be  retained  or  serve  by  the  year,  or  by  the  week  or 
day,  for  such  wages,  and  in  such  reasonable  sort  and  manner 
as  they  shall  think  meet;  (2)  and  if  any  such  woman  shall 
refuse  so  to  serve,  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  justices 
of  peace,  mayor,  or  head  officers,  to  commit  such  woman  to 
ward,  until  she  shall  be  bounden  to  serve  as  is  aforesaid. 

XXV.  And  for  the  better  advancement  of  husbandry  and 
tillage,  and  to  the  intent  that  such  as  are  fit  to  be  made  ap¬ 
prentices  to  husbandry  may  be  bounden  thereunto,  (2)  Be 
it  enacted  by  the  authority  of  this  present  parliament,  That 
every  person  being  an  householder,  and  having  and  using  half 
a  plough-land  at  the  least  in  tillage,  may  have  and  receive  as  an 
apprentice  any  person  above  the  age  of  ten  years,  and  under 
the  age  of  eighteen  years,  to  serve  in  husbandry,  until  his  age 
of  one-and-twenty  years  at  the  least,  or  until  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  years,  as  the  parties  can  agree ;  and  the  said  retainer  and 
taking  of  an  apprentice  to  be  made  and  done  by  indenture. 

XXVI.  And 
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XXVI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  person  being 
an  householder,  and  twenty -four  years  old  at  the  least,  dwell¬ 
ing  or  inhabiting,  or  which  shall  dwell  and  inhabit  in  any  city 
or  town  corporate,  and  using  and  exercising  any  art,  mystery, 
or  manual  occupation  there,  shall  and  may  after  the  feast  of 
Saint  John  Baptist  next  coming,  during  the  time  that  he  shall 
so  dwell  or  inhabit  in  any  such  city  or  town  corporate,  and 
use  and  exercise  any  such  mystery,  art,  or  manual  occupa¬ 
tion,  have  and  retain  the  son  of  any  freeman,  not  occupying 
husbandry,  nor  being  a  labourer,  and  inhabiting  in  the  same, 
or  in  any  other  city  or  town  that  now  is,  or  hereafter  shall  be 
and  continue  incorporate,  to  serve  and  be  bound  as  an  ap¬ 
prentice,  after  the  custom  and  order  of  the  city  of  London , 
for  seven  years  at  the  least,  so  as  the  term  and  years  of  such 
apprentice  do  not  expire  or  determine  afore  such  apprentice 
shall  be  of  the  age  of  twenty-four  years  at  the  least. 

XXVII.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  to  any  person  dwelling  in  any  city  or  town  cor¬ 
porate,  using  or  exercising  any  of  the  mysteries  or  crafts  of  a 
merchant  trafficking  by  traffic  or  trade  into  any  the  parts  be¬ 
yond  the  sea,  mercer,  draper,  goldsmith,  ironmonger,  im- 
broiderer,  or  clothier,  that  doth  or  shall  put  cloth  to  making 
and  salej  to  take  any  apprentice  or  servant  to  be  instructed 
or  taught  in  any  of  the  arts,  occupations,  crafts,  or  mysteries 
which  they  or  any  of  them  do  use  or  exercise,  except  such 
servant  or  apprentice  be  his  son ;  ( 2 )  or  else  that  the  father 
and  mother  of  such  apprentice  or  servant  shall  have,  at  the 
time  of  taking  such  apprentice  or  servant,  lands,  tenements, 
or  other  hereditaments,  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  forty 
shillings  of  one  estate  of  inheritance,  or  freehold  at  the  lead, 
to  be  certified  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  three  justices  of 
the  peace  of  the  shire  or  shires  where  the  said  lands,  tene¬ 
ments,  or  other  hereditaments  do  or  shall  lie,  to  the  mayor, 
bailiff,  or  other  head  officers  of  such  city  or  town  corporate, 
and  to  be  inrolled  among  the  records  there. 

XXVIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after 
the  said  feast  of  St.  John  th c  Baptist  next,  it  shall  be  lawful 
to  every  perfon  being  an  householder,  and  four-and-twenty 
years  old  at  the  least,  and  not  occupying  husbandry,  nor 
being  a  labourer,  dwelling  or  inhabiting,  or  that  shall  here¬ 
after  dwell  or  inhabit  in  any  town,  not  being  incorporate,  that 
now  is,  or  hereafter  shall  be  a  iharket  town,  so  long  as  the 

same 
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same  shall  be  weekly  used  and  kept  as  a  market  town,  and 
using  or  exercising  any  art,  mystery,  or  manual  occupation, 
during  the  time  of  his  abode  there,  and  so  using  and  exer¬ 
cising  such  art,  mystery,  or  manual  occupation  as  aforesaid, 
to  have  in  like  manner  to  apprentice  or  apprentices,  the  child 
or  children  of  any  other  artificer  or  artificers,  not  occupying 
husbandry,  nor  being  a  labourer,  which  now  do,  or  hereafter 
shall  inhabit  or  dwell  in  the  same,  or  in  any  other  such  market 
town  within  the  same  shire,  to  serve  as  apprentice  or  appren¬ 
tices,  as  is  aforesaid,  to  any  such  art,  mystery,  or  manual  oc¬ 
cupation,  as  hath  been  usually  exercised  in  any  such  market 
town,  where  such  apprentice  shall  be  bound  in  manner  and 
form  abovesaid. 

XXIX.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  to  any  person,  dwelling  or  inhabiting  in  any 
such  market-town,  using  or  exercising  the  feat,  mystery,  or 
art  of  a  merchant,  trafficking  or  trading  into  the  parts  beyond 
the  seas,  mercer,  draper,  goldsmith,  ironmonger,  imbroiderer, 
or  clothier,  that  doth  or  shall  put  cloth  to  making  and  sale, 
to  take  any  apprentice,  or  in  any  wise  to  teach  or  instruct 
any  person  in  the  arts,  sciences,  or  mysteries  last  before-re¬ 
cited,  after  the  feast  of  St.  John  Baptist  aforesaid,  except 
such  servant  or  apprentice  shall  be  his  son;  or  else  that  the 
father  or  mother  of  such  apprentice  shall  have  lands,  tene¬ 
ments,  or  other  hereditaments,  at  the  time  of  taking  such  ap¬ 
prentice,  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  three  pounds,  of  one 
estate  of  inheritance,  or  freehold  at  the  least,  to  be  certified 
under  the  hands  and  seals  of  three  justices  of  the  peace,  of 
the  shire  or  shires  where  the  said  lands,  tenements,  or  other 
hereditaments  do  or  shall  lie,  to  the  head  officers  or  head  of¬ 
ficer  of  such  market-town  where  such  apprentice  or  servant 
shall  be  taken,  there  to  be  inrolled  by  such  head  officers  al¬ 
ways  to  remain  of  record. 

XXX.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the 
said  feast,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  any  person  using  or  exercising 
the  art  or  occupation  of  a  smith,  wdieel-wright,  plough-wright, 
mill-wright,  carpenter,  rough-mason,  plaisterer,  sawyer,  lime- 
burner,  brick-maker,  bricklayer,  tyler,  slater,  lielier,  tyle- 
maker,  linen-weaver,  turner,  cooper,  miller,  earthen  potters, 
woollen-weaver,  weaving  husw  ives  or  houshold  cloth  only,  and 
none  other  cloth ;  fuller,  otherwise  called,  tucker  or  walker, 
burner  of  oare  and  wrood-a$hes,  thatcher,  or  shingler,  where¬ 
soever 
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soever  he  or  they  shall  dwell  or  inhabit,  to  have  or  receive  the 
son  of  any  person  as  apprentice  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid, 
to  be  taught  and  instructed  in  these  occupations  only,  and  in 
none  other,  albeit  the  father  or  mother  of  any  such  appren¬ 
tice  have  not  any  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments. 

XXXI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore¬ 
said,  That  after  the  first  day  of  May  next  coming,  it  shall  not 
be  lawful  to  any  person  or  persons,  other  than  such  as  now  do 
lawfully  use  or  exercise  any  art,  mystery,  or  manual  occupa¬ 
tion,  (2)  to  set  up,  occupy,  use,  or  exercise  any  craft,  mys¬ 
tery,  or  occupation  now  used  or  occupied  within  the  realm  of 
England  or  Wales  ;  except  he  shall  have  been  brought  up 
therein  seven  years  at  the  least  &s  an  apprentice,  in  manner 
and  form  abovesaid;  (4)  nor  to  set  any  person  on  work  in 
such  mystery,  art,  or  occupation,  being  not  a  workman  at  this 
day;  (5)  except  he  shall  have  been  apprentice,  as  is  afore¬ 
said  ;  (6)  or  else  having  served  as  an  apprentice,  as  is  afore¬ 
said,  shall  or  will  become  a  journey-man,  or  be  hired  by  the 
year  5(7)  upon  pain  that  every  person  willingly  offending  or 
doing  the  contrary,  shall  forfeit  and  lose  fjpr  every  default, 
forty  shillings  for  every  month. 
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XXXII.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  no  person  or  persons  using  or  exer¬ 
cising  the  art  or  mystery  of  a  woollen  cloth  weaver,  other  than 
such  as  be  inhabiting  within  the  counties  of  Cumberland ,  Wejl - 
morland ,  Lancafier ,  and  Wales ,  weaving  friezes,  cottons,  or 
huswives  cloth  only,  making  and  weaving  woollen  cloth  com¬ 
monly  sold,  or  to  be  sold  by  any  clothman  or  clothier,  shall 
take  and  have  any  apprentice,  or  shall  teach  or  in  any  wise 
instruct  any  person  or  persons  in  the  science,  art,  or  occupa¬ 
tion  of  weaving  aforesaid,  in  any  village,  town,  or  place 
(cities,  towns  corporate,  and  market  towms  only  except)  un¬ 
less  such  person  be  his  son,  or  else  that  the  father  or  mother 
of  such  apprentice  or  servant,  shall  at  the  time  of  the  taking 
of  such  person  or  persons  to  be  an  apprentice  or  servant,  or 
to  be  instructed,  have  lands  or  tenements,  or  other  heredita¬ 
ments,  to  the  clear  yearly  value  of  three  pounds  at  the  least, 
of  an  estate  of  inheritance,  or  freehold,  tp  be  certified  under 
the  hands  and  seals  of  three  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  shire 
or  shires  where  the  said  lands,  tenements,  or  other  heredita¬ 
ments  do  or  shall  lie ;  ( 2 )  the  efiept  of  the  indepture  to  be 
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registered  within  three  months,  in  the  parish  where  such  mas¬ 
ter  shall  dwell,  and  to  pay  for  such  registering  four-pence ; 
( 3 )  upon  pain  of  forfeiture  of  twenty  shillings  for  every  month 
that  any  person  shall  otherwise  take  any  apprentice,  or  set 
any  such  person  on  work  contrary  to  the  meaning  of  this  ar¬ 
ticle. 

XXXIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore¬ 
said,  That  all  and  every  person  and  persons  that  shall  have 
three  apprentices  in  any  the  said  crafts,  mysteries,  or  occupa¬ 
tions  of  a  cloth-maker,  fuller,  sheerman,  weaver,  taylor,  or 
shoemaker,  shall  retain  and  keep  one  journeyman,  and  for 
every  other  apprentice  above  the  number  or  the  said  three 
apprentices  one  other  journeyman,  upon  pain  for  every  de¬ 
fault  therein  ten  pounds. 

XXXI Y.  Provided  always,  That  this  act,  nor  any  thing 
therein  contained,  shall  not  extend  to  prejudice  or  hinder  any 
liberties  heretofore  granted  by  any  act  of  parliament,  to  or  for 
the  company  and  occupation  of  worsted-makers  and  worsted- 
weavers  within  the  city  of  Norwich,  and  elsewhere  within  the 
county  of  Norfolk,  which  liberties  be  in  force  until  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  this  present  parliament ;  any  thing  therein  contained 
to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

XXXV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall 
be  required  by  any  housholder,  having  and  using  half  a 
plough-land  at  the  least  in  tillage,  to  be  an  apprentice,  and  to 
serve  in  husbandry,  or  in  any  other  kind  of  art,  mystery,  or 
science  before  expressed,  and  shall  refuse  so  to  do,  that  then 
upon  complaint  of  such  housekeeper  made  to  one  justice  of 
the  peace  of  the  ‘county  where  the  said  refusal  is  or  shall  be 
made,  or  of  such  housholder  inhabiting  in  any  city,  town  cor¬ 
porate,  or  market  town,  to  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  or  head  officer 
of  the  said  city,  town  corporate,  or  market  town,  if  any  such 
refusal  shall  there  be,  they  shall  have  full  power  and  autho¬ 
rity  by  virtue  hereof,  to  send  for  the  same  person  so  refusing; 
(2 )  and  if  the  said  justice,  or  the  said  mayor  or  head  officer  shall 
think  the  said  person  meet  and  convenient  to  serve  as  an  ap¬ 
prentice  in  that  art,  labour,  science,  or  mystery  wherein  he 
shall  be  so  then  required  to  serve  ;  that  then  the  said  justice, 
or  the  said  mayor  or  head  officer,  shall  have  po-wer  and  au¬ 
thority  by  virtue  hereof,  if  the  said  person  refuse  to  be  bound 
as  an  apprentice,  to  commit  him  unto  ward,  there  to  remain 
until  he  be  contented,  and  will  be  bounden  to  serve  as  an  ap~ 
*.voj<.  11.  .  .  [b]  prentice 
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prentice  should  serve,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  mean¬ 
ing  of  this  present  act.  ( 3 )  And  if  any  such  master  shall 
misuse  or  evil  intreat  his  apprentice,  or  that  the  said  appren¬ 
tice  shall  have  any  just  cause  to  complain,  or  the  apprentice 
do  not  his  duty  to  his  master,  then  the  said  master  or  appren¬ 
tice  being  grieved,  and  having  cause  to  complain,  shall  repair 
unto  one  justice  of  peace  within  the  said  county,  or  to 
mayor  or  other  head  officer  of  the  said  city,  town  corporate, 
market  town,  or  other  place  where  the  said  master  dwelleth, 
who  shall  by  his  wisdom  and  discretion  take  such  order  and 
direction  between  the  said  master  and  his  apprentice,  as  the. 
equity  of  the  cause  shall  require  5(4)  and  if  for  want  of  good 
conformity  in  the  said  master,  the  saidjustice  of  peace,  or  thesaid 
mayor  or  other  head  officer  cannot  compound  and  agree  the  mat¬ 
ter  between  him  and  his  apprentice,  then  the  said  justice,  or 
the  said  mayor  or  other  head  officer  shall  take  bond  of  the  said 
master,  to  appear  at  the  next  sessions  then  to  be  holden  in  the 
said  county,  or  within  the  said  city,  town  corporate,  or  market 
town,  to  be  before  the  justices  of  the  said  county,  or  the  mayor 
or  head  officer  of  the  said  town  corporate  or  market  town,  if 
the  said  master  dwell  within  any  such  5(5)  and  upon  his  ap¬ 
pearance  and  hearing  of  the  matter  before  the  said  justices, 
or  the  said  mayor  or  other  head  officer,  if  it  be  thought  meet 
unto  them,  to  discharge  the  said  apprentice  of  his  apprentice- 
hood,  that  then  the  said  justices,  or  four  of  them  at  the  least, 
whereof  one  to  be  of  the  quorum  ;  or  the  said  mayor  or  other 
head  officer,  with  the  assent  of  three  other  of  his  brethren, 
or  men  of  best  reputation  within  the  said  city,' town  corpo¬ 
rate,  or  market  town,  shall  have  power  by  authority  hereof, 
in  writing  under  their  hands  and  seals,  to  pronounce  and  de¬ 
clare,  that  they  have  discharged  the  said  apprentice  of  his  ap- 
prenticehood,  and  the  cause  thereof;  (6)  and  the  said  writ¬ 
ing  so  being  made  and  enrolled  by  the  clerk  of  the  peace,  or 
town  clerk,  amongst  the  records  that  he  keepeth,  shall  be  a 
sufficient  discharge  for  the  said  apprentice  against  his  master, 
his  executors,  and  administrators ;  the  indenture  of  the  said 
apprenticehood,  or  any  law  or  custom  to  the  contrary  not¬ 
withstanding.  (7)  And  if  the  default  shall  be  found  to  be 
in  the  apprentice,  then  the  said  justices,  or  the  said  mayor 
or  other  head  officer,  with  the  assistance  aforesaid,  shall  cause 
such  due  correction  and  punishment  to  be  ministered  unto 
him,  as  by  their  wisdom  and  discretions  shall  be  thought  meet, 

XXXVI.  Pro- 


■Allowance  to  justices ,  Sr'c, 

XXX VL  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted  by  authority 
of  this  present  parliament,  That  no  person  shall  by  force  or 
colour  of  this  estatute,  be  bounden  to  enter  into  any  appren¬ 
ticeship,  other  than  such  as  be  under  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years. 

XXXVII.  And  to  the  end  that  this  estatute  may  from 
time  to  time  be  carefully  and  diligently,  put  in  good  execu¬ 
tion,  according  to  the  tenor  and  true  meaning  thereof,  be  it 
enacted  by  authority  of  this  present  parliament,  That  the  jus¬ 
tices  of  peace  of  every  county,  dividing  themselves  into  se¬ 
veral  limits,  and  likewise  every  mayor  and  head  officer  of  any 
city  or  town  corporate,  shall  yearly  between  the  feast  of 
St.  MicJtael  the  archangel,  and  the  nativity  of  our  Lord,  and 
between  the  feast  of  the  annunciation  of  our  Lady,  and  the 
feast  of  the  nativity  of  St  .John  Baptist ,  by  all  such  ways 
and  means  as  to  their  wisdoms  shall  be  thought  most  meet, 
make  a  special  and  diligent  enquiry  of  the  branches  and 
articles  of  this  estatute,  and  of  the  good  execution  of  the 
same,  and  where  they  shall  find  any  defaults,  to  see  the  same 
severely  corrected  and  punished,  without  favour,  affection, 
malice,  or  displeasure. 

XXXVIII.  And  in  consideration  of  the  pains  and  travel 
that  the  said  justices  of  peace,  and  the  said  mayor  and  head 
officer  shall  take  and  sustain  in  and  about  the  execution  of  this 
estatute,  it  is  further  ordained  and  enacted  by  authority 
of  this  present  parliament,  That  every  justice  of  peace,  mayor, 
or  head  officer,  for  every  day  that  he  shall  sit  in  and  about 
the  execution  of  this  estatute,  shall  have  allowed  unto  him  five 
ihillings,  to  be  allowed  and  paid  unto  him,  or  unto  the  said 
mayor  or  head  officer,  of  the  fines  and  forfeitures  of  the  pains 
and  penalties  that  shall  be  forfeited  and  due  unto  the  Queen’s 
majesty,  her  heirs  and  successors,  by  force  of  this  estatute  in 
such  manner  and  form  as  the  said  justices  have  been  hereto¬ 
fore  commonly  paid  for  their  coming  and  charges  at  the  quar¬ 
ter  sessions ;  so  that  the  sitting  of  the  said  justices  or  mayor, 
or  head  officer,  be  not  at  any  one  time  above  three  days,  and 
for  the  matters  contained  in  this  estatute. 

XXXIX.  And  be  it  enacted  by  authority  aforesaid,  That 
the  one  half  of  all  forfeitures  and  penalties  expressed  and  men¬ 
tioned  in  this  estatute,  other  than  such  as  are  expressly  other¬ 
wise  appointed,  shall  be  to  our  sovereign  lady  the  Queen’s  ma¬ 
jesty,  her  heirs  and  successors,  and  the  other  moiety  to  him 
•r  them  that  *hall  sue  for  the  same  in  any  of  the  Queen’s  ma- 
,  [b  a]  jesty’s 
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jesty’s  courts  of  record,  or  before  any  of  the  justices  of  Oyer 
and  Terminer,  or  before  any  other  justices,  or  president  and 
council  before-remembered,  by  action  of  debt,  information, 
bill  of  complaint,  or  otherwise ;  in  which  actions  or  suits,  no 
protections,  wager  cf  law  or  essoin  shall  be  allowed ;  ( 2 )  and 
that  the  said  justices,  or  two  of  them,  whereof  one  to  be  of 
the  quorum,  and  the  said  presidents  and  council,  as  is  afore¬ 
said,  and  the  said  mayors  or  other  head  officers  of  cities  or 
towns  corporate,  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  hear 
and  determine  all  and  every  offence  and  offences  that  shall  be 
committed  or  done  against  this  estatute,  or  against  any  branch 
thereof,  as  well  upon  indictment  to  be  taken  before  them  in 
the  sessions  of  the  peace,  as  upon  information,  action  of  debt, 
or  bill  of  complaint  to  be  sued  or  exhibited  by  any  person  ; 
( 3 )  and  shall  and  may,  by  virtue  hereof,  make  process  against 
the  defendant,  and  award  execution,  as  in  any  other  case  they 
lawfully  may  by  any  the  laws  and  statutes  of  this  realm ;  (4) 
and  shall  yearly,  in  Michaelmas  term,  certify  by  estreat,  the 
fines  and  forfeitures  of  every  the  offences  contained  in  this 
estatute,  that  shall  be  found  before  them,  into  the  court  of  ex¬ 
chequer,  in  like  sort  and  form  as  they  be  bound  to  certify  the 
estreats  for  other  offences  and  forfeitures  to  be  lost  before  them ; 
any  thing  in  this  statute  contained  to  the  contrary  notwith¬ 
standing. 

XL.  Provided  always,  That  this  act,  or  any  thing  therein 
contained  or  mentioned,  shall  not  be  prejudicial  or  hurtful  to 
the  cities  of  London  and  Norwich,  or  to  the  lawful  liberties, 
usages,  customs,  or  privileges  of  the  same  cities,  for  or  con¬ 
cerning  the  having  or  taking  of  any  apprentice  or  appren¬ 
tices  ;  but  that  the  citizens  and  freemen  of  the  same  cities 
shall  and  may  take,  have,  and  retain  apprentices  there,  in 
such  manner  and  form  as  they  might  lawfully  have  done  be¬ 
fore  the  making  of  this  statute;  this  act  or  anything  therein 
contained  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

XLI.  And  be  it  also  further  enacted,  That  all  indentures, 
covenants,  promises,  and  bargains  of  or  for  the  having,  taking 
or  keeping  of  any  apprentice,  otherwise  hereafter  to  be  made 
or  taken,  than  is  by  this  statute  limited,  ordained,  and  ap¬ 
pointed,  shall  be  clearly  void  in  the  law,  to  all  intents  and  pur¬ 
poses  ;  (2)  and  that  every  person  that  shall  from  henceforth 
take  or  newly  retain  any  apprentice  contrary  to  the  tenor  and 
true  meaning  of  this  act,  shall  forfeit  and  lose  for  every  ap¬ 
prentice  so  by  him  taken,  the  sum  of  ten  pounds. 

'  XLII.  And 


Proviso  for  Godaiming,  $c.  [21] 

XLII.  And  because  there  hath  been,  and  is  some  question  He  that  is 
and  scruple  moved,  whether  any  person,  being  within  the  age  p^e ncice1" 
of  ©ne-and-twenty  years,  and  bounden  to  serve  as  an  appren-  within  the 
tice,  in  any  other  place  than  in  the  said  city  of  London ,  should  ? 1 

be  bounden,  accepted,  and  taken  as  an  apprentice :  compellable 

XLIII.  For  the  resolution  of  the  said  scruple  and  doubt,  toserve‘ 
be  it  enacted  by  authority  of  this  present  parliament,  That  all 
and  every  such  person  or  persons  that  at  any  time  or  times  from 
henceforth,  shall  be  bounden  by  indenture,  to  serve  as  an  ap¬ 
prentice  in  any  art,  science,  occupation,  or  labour,  according 
to  the  tenor  of  this  estatute,  and  in  manner  and  form  afore¬ 
said,  albeit  the  same  apprentice,  or  any  of  them,  shall  be 
within  the  age  of  one-and-twenty-years,  at  the  time  of  the 
making  of  their  several  indentures,  shall  be  bounden  to  serve 
for  the  years  in  their  several  indentures  contained,  as  amply 
and  largely  to  every  intent,  as  if  the  same  apprentice  were  of 
full  age  at  the  time  of  the  making  of  such  indentures ;  any  law, 
usage,  or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

XLIV.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  autho-  a  proviso 
rity  aforesaid,  That  the  inhabitants  now  dwelling  or  inhabit-  |°ylle  ,l1' 
ing,  or  that  hereafter  shall  dwell  or  inhabit  within  the  town  of  Gudalmin^ 
Godaiming,  within  the  county  of  Surrey,  within  the  limits  of  in  Surrey, 
the  watch  of  the  said  town,  may  use  and  exercise  such  arts, 
mysteries  and  occupations,  and  take  and  use  apprentices  and 
servants,  in  such  manner  and  form  as  the  inhabitants  within 
market  towns,  by  this  statute  may  lawfully  do. 

XLV.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  who  shall 

aforesaid,  That  all  manner  amerciaments,  fines,  issues,  and  for-  !™ve.tlle  . 
c  ..  ,  .  .  .  „  ,  ’  „  forfeiture  m 

tenures  which  shall  arise,  grow,  or  come  by  reason  of  any  of-  cities  and 
fences  or  defaults  mentioned  in  this  act,  or  any  branch  thereof,  tcnvns  cor~ 
within  any  city  or  town  corporate,  shall  be  levied,  gathered,  1  Jlau' 
and  received  by  such  person  or  persons  of  the  same  city  or 
town  corporate,  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  mayor  or  other 
head  officers,  mentioned  in  this  said  act,  to  the  use  and  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  same  city  or  town  corporate,  in  such  case  and 
condition  as  any  manner  other  amerciaments,  fines,  issues,  or 
forfeitures,  have  been  used  to  be  levied  and  employed  within 
the  same  city  or  town  corporate,  by  reason  of  any  grant  or 
charter  from  the  Queen’s  majesty  that  now  is,  or  of  any  her 
grace’s  noble  progenitors,  made  and  granted  to  the  same  city, 
borough,  or  town  corporate;  any  thing  or  clause  before  men- 
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tioned  and  expressed  in  this  act,  to  the  contrary  notwith¬ 
standing. 

XLVI.  Provided  always,  That  this  act,  or  any  thing 
therein  contained,  shall  not  extend  to  any  lawful  retainings  or 
covenants  had  or  made  before  the  making  of  this  act,  but 
that  all  and  every  the  parties  to  such  retainings  or  covenants, 
shall  and  may  have  the  same  and  like  advantages  of  such  re¬ 
tainings  and  covenants,  and  of  the  statutes  heretofore  in  that 
behalf  provided,  as  if  this  act  had  never  been  had  or  made ; 
any  clause  of  repeal  or  other  matter  whatsoever  in  this  act  to 
the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

XL VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore¬ 
said,  That  if  any  servant  or  apprentice  of  husbandry f  “  or  of 
any  art,  science,  or  occupation  aforesaid,  unlawfully  depart 
or  dee  into  any  other  shire,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  to  the  said 
justices  of  peace,  and  to  the  said  mayors,  bailiffs,  arid  other 
head  officers  of  cities  and  towns  corporate,  for  the  time  being 
justices  of  peace  there,  to  make  and  grant  writs  of  Capias , 
so  many  and  such  as  shall  be  needful,  to  be  directed  to  the 
sheriffs  of  the  counties,  or  to  other  head  officers  of  the  places 
whither  such  servants  or  apprentices  shall  so  depart  or  dee, 
to  take  their  bodies,  returnable  before  them  at  what  time  shall 
please  them ;  so  that  if  they  come  by  such  process,  that  they 
be  put  in  prison,  till  they  shall  find  sufficient  surety,  well  and 
honestly  to  serve  their  masters,  mistresses,  or  dames  from 
whom  they  so  departed  or  fled,  according  to  the  order  of  the 
law. 

,  XLVIIL  Provided  always,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  to  the 
high  constables  of  hundreds  in  every  shire,  to  hold,  keep  and 
continue  petty  sessions,  otherwise  called  statute  sessions, 
within  the  limits  of  their  authorities,  in  all  shires  wherein 
such  sessions  have  been  used  to  be  kept,  in  such  manner  and 
form  as  heretofore  hath  been  used  and  accustomed,  so  as  no¬ 
thing  be  by  them  done  therein  contrary  or  repugnant  to  thu 
present  act. 


t  *3  '  3 


[18  Eliz.  Cap.  3.] 

Justices  of  Peace  shall  order  the  Punishment  of  the  Mo¬ 
ther,  and  reputed  Father  of  a  Bastard,  fyc. 

A  ROGUE  shall  be  conveyed  from  constable  to  constable, 
X-L  until  he  come  to  the  gaol.  A  stock  to  set  the  poor  on 
work,  shall  be  provided  in  every  city  and  town  corporate. 
Houses  of  correction  shall  be  assigned  in  every  county.  Lands 
holden  in  socage  may,  during  twenty  years,  be  given  towards 
the  maintenance  of  houses  of  correction,  and  stocks  for  the 
poor.  EXP. 

II.  Concerning  bastards  begotten  and  born  out  of  lawful 
matrimony  (an  offence  against  God’s  law  or  man’s  law,)  the 
said  bastards  being  now  left  to  be  kept  at  the  charges  of  the 
parish  where  they  be  born,  to  the  great  burden  of  the  same 
parish,  and  in  defrauding  of  the  relief  of  the  impotent  and 
aged  true  poor  of  the' same  parish,  and  to  the  evil  example 
and  encouragement  of  lewd' life;  (2)  it  is  ordained  and  en¬ 
acted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  two  justices  of  the 
peace,  (  whereof  one  to  be  of  the  quorum ,  in  or  next  unto  the 
limits  where  the  parish  church  is,  within  which  parish  such 
bastard  shall  be  born,  upon  examination  of  the  cause  arid 
circumstance)  shall  and  may  by  their  discretion  take  order, 
as  well  for  the  punishment  of  the  mother  and  reputed  father 
of  such  bastard  child,  as  also  for  the  better  relief  of  every 
such  parish  in  part  or  in  all ;  (3)  and  shall  and  may  likewise 
by  like  discretion  take  order  for  the  keeping  of  every  such 
bastard  child,  by  charging  such  mother  or  reputed  father, 
with  the  payment  of  money  weekly,  or  other  sustentation  for 
the  relief  of  such  child,  in  such  wise  as  they  shall  think  meet 
and  convenient;  (4)  and  if  after  the  same  order  by  them 
rubscribed  under  their  hands,  and  the  said  persons,  •viz.  mo¬ 
ther  or  reputed  father,  upon  notice  thereof,  shall  not  for  their 
part  observe  and  perform  the  said  order,  that  then  every  such 
party  so  making  default  in  not  performing  of  the  said  order, 
to  be  committed  to  ward  to  the  common  gaol ;  ( 5 )  there  to 
remain  without  bail  or  mainprize,  except  he,  she  or  they  shall 
put  in  sufficient  surety  to  perform  the  said  order,  or  else  per¬ 
sonally  to  appear  at  the  next  general  sessions  of  the  peace, 
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to  be  holden  in  that  county  where  such  order  shall  be  taken; 
(6)  and  also  to  abide  such  order  as  the  said  justices  of  the 
peace,  or  the  more  part  of  them,  then  and  there  shall  take  in 
that  behalf  (if  they  then  and  there  shall  take  any) ;  (7)  and 
that  if  at  the  said  sessions  the  said  justices  shall  take  no  other 
order,  then  to  abide  and  perform  the  order  before  made,  as 
is  abovesaid.  3  Car.  I.  c.  4.  continued  until  the  end  of  the 
first  sessions  of  the  next  'parliament,  and  farther  continued  by 
16  Car.  I.  c.  4. 


[43  Eliz;  Cap.  2.] 

An  Act  for  the  Belief  of  the  Poor. 


Tf  E  it  enacted  by  the  authority  of  this  present  parliament, 
JE*  That  the  churchwardens  of  every  parish,  and  four,  three, 
or  two  substantial  householders  there,  as  shall  be  thought 
meet,  having  respect  to  the  proportion  and  greatness  of  the 
same  parish  and  parishes,  to  be  nominated  yearly  in  Easter 
week,  or  within  one  month  after  Easter ,  under  the  hand  and 
seal  of  two  or  more  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  same  county, 
whereof  one  to  be  of  the  quorum ,  dwelling  in  or  near  the  same, 
parish  or  division  where  the  same  parish  doth  lie,  shall  be, 
called  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  same  parish:  and  they,  or 
the  greater  part  of  them,  shall  take  order  from  time  to  time, 
by  and  with  the  consent  of  two  or  more  such  justices  of  peace, 
as  is  aforesaid,  for  setting  to  work  the  children  of  all  such 
whose  parents  shall  not  by  the  said  church-wardens  and  over¬ 
seers,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  be  thought  able  to  keep% 
and  maintain  their  children  ;  and  also  for  setting  to  work  all; 
such  persons,  married  or  unmarried,  having  no  means  to 
maintain  them,  and  use  no  ordinary  and  daily  trade  of  life  to. 
get  their  living  by :  and  also  to  raise  weekly  or  otherwise  (by 
taxation  of  every  inhabitant,  parson,  vicar  and  other,  and  of 
every  occupier  of  lands,  houses,  tithes  impropriate,  propri- 
ations  of  tithes,  coal-mines,  or  saleable  underwoods  in  the  said 
parish,  in  such  competent  sum  and  sums  of  money  as  they 
shall  think  fit, )  a  convenient  stock  of  Sax,  hemp,  wool,  thread, 
iron  and  other  necessary  ware  and  stuff,  to  set  the  poor  on 
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work  :  and  also  competent  sums  of  money  for  and  towards 
the  necessary  relief  of  the  lame,  impotent,  old,  blind,  and 
such  other, among  them,  being  poor  and  not  able  to  work, 
and  also  for  the  putting  out  of  such  children  to  be  appren¬ 
tices;,  to  be  gathered  out  of  the  same  parish,,  according  to 
the  ability  of  the  same  parish,  and  to  do  and  execute  all  other 
things,  as  well  for  the  disposing  of  the  said  stock  as  other¬ 
wise  concerning  the  premises  as  to  them  shall  seem  conve¬ 
nient:  r  .  > 

II.  Which  said  churchwardens  and  overseers  so  to  be  nomi¬ 
nated,  or  such  of  them  as  shall  not  be  let  by  sickness  or  other 
just  excuse,  to  be  allowed  by  two  such  justices  of  peace  or 
more  as  is  aforesaid,  shall  meet  together  at  the  least  once 
every  month  in  the  church  of  the  said  parish,  upon  the  Sun¬ 
day  in  the  afternoon  after  divine  service,  there  to  consider  of 
some  good  course  to  be  taken,  and  of  some  meet  order  to  be 
set  down  in  the  premises ;  (2)  and  shall  within  four  days 
after  the  end  of  their  year,  and  after  other  overseers  nominated 
as  aforesaid,  make  and  yield  up  to  such  two  justices  of  peace 
as  is  aforesaid,  a  true  and  perfect  account  of  all  sums  of 
money  by  them  received,  or  rated  and  sessed  and  not  received, 
and  also  of  such  stock  as  shall  be  in  their  hands,  or  in  the 
hands  of  any  of  the  poor  to  work,  and  of  all  other  things  con¬ 
cerning  their  said  office  5(3)  and  such  sum  or  sums  of  money 
ais  shall  be  in  their  hands  shall  pay  and  deliver  over  to  the 
said  churchwardens  and  overseers  newly  nominated  and  ap¬ 
pointed  as  aforesaid;  (4)  upon  pain  that  every  one  of  them 
absenting  themselves  without  lawful  cause  as  aforesaid,  from 
such  monthly  meeting  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  or  being  ne- 
gligent'in  their  office,  or  in  the  execution  of  the  orders  afore¬ 
said,  being  made  by  and  with  the  assent  of  the  said  justices  of 
peace,  or  any  two  of  them  before  mentioned,  to  forfeit  for 
every  such  default  of  absence  or  negligence  twenty  shillings. 

III.  And  be  it  also  enacted,  That  if  the  said  justices  of 
peape  do  perceive,  that  the  inhabitants  of  any  parish  are  not 
able  to  levy  among  themselves  sufficient  sums  of  money  for 
the  purposes  aforesaid,  that  then  the  said  two  justices  shall 
and  may  tax,  rate,  and  assess  as  aforesaid,  any  other  of  other 
parishes,  or  out  of  any  parish  within  the  hundred  where  the 
said  parish  is,  to  pay  such  sum  and  sums  of  money  to  the 
churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  said  poor  parish  for  the 
said  purposes,  as  the  said  justices  shall  think  lit,  according 
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to  the  intent  of  this  law  ;  ( 2 )  and  if  the  said  hundred  shall 
not  be  thought  to  the  said  justices  able  and  fit  to  relieve  the 
said  several  parishes  not  able  to  provide  for  themselves  as 
aforesaid  ;  then  the  justices  of  peace  at  their  general  quarter 
sessions,  or  the  greater  number  of  them,  shall  rate  and 
assess  as  aforesaid,  any  other  of  other  parishes,  or  out  of 
any  parish  within  the  said  county,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid, 
as  in  their  discretion  shall  seem  fit. 

IV.  And  that  it  shall  be  lawful,  as  well  for  the  present  as 
subsequent  churchwardens  and  overseers,  or  any  of  them,  by 
warrant  from  any  two  such  justices  of  peace,  as  is  aforesaid, 
to  levy  as  well  the  said  sums  of  money,  and  all  arrearages, 
of  every  one  that  shall  refuse  to  contribute  according  as  they 
shall  be  assessed,  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  offender’s  goods, 
as  the  sums  of  money  or  stock  which  shall  be  behind  upon 
any  account  to  be  made  as  aforesaid,  rendering  to  the  parties 
the  overplus ;  ( 2 )  and  in  defect  of  such  distress,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  any  such  two  justices  of  the  peace  to  commit  him 
or  them  to  the  Common  gaol  of  the  county,  there  to  remain 
without  bail  or  mainprize  until  payment  of  the  said  sum,  ar¬ 
rearages,  and  stock;  (3)  and  the  said  justices  of  peace,  or 
any  one  of  them,  to  send  to  the  house  of  correction  or  com¬ 
mon  gaol,  such  as  shall  not  employ  themselves  to  work, 
being  appointed  thereunto,  as  aforesaid;  (4)  and  also  any 
such  two  justices  of  peace  to  commit  to  the  said  prison  every 
one  of  the  said  churchwardens  and  overseers  which  shall 
refuse  to  account,  there  to  remain  without  bail  or  mainprize 
until  he  have  made  a  true  account,  and  satisfied  and  paid  so 
much  as  upon  the  said  account  shall  be  remaining  in  his 
hands. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  said  churchwardens  and  overseers,  or  the  greater  part  of 
them,  by  the  assent  of  any  two  justices  of  thp  peace  afore¬ 
said,  to  bind  any  such  children,  as  aforesaid,  to  be  appren¬ 
tices,  where  they  shall  see  convenient,  till  such  man-child 
shall  come  to  the  age  of  four-and-twenty-years,  and  such 
woman-child  to  the  age  of  one-and-twenty  years,  or  the 
time  of  her  marriage ;  the  same  to  be  as  effectual  to  all  pur¬ 
poses,  as  if  such  child  were  of  full  age,  and  by  indenture  of 
covenant  bound  him  or  herself,  (2)  And  to  the  intent  that 
necessary  places  of  habitation  may  more  conveniently  be 
provided  for  such  poor  impotent  people  ;  (3)  be  it  enacted 
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by  the  authority  -'aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  the  said  churchwardens  and  overseers,  or  the  greater 
part  of  them,  by  the  leave  of  the  lord  or  lords  of  the  manor, 
whereof  any  waste  or  common  within  their  parish  is  or  shall 
be  parcel,  and  upon  agreement  before  with  him  or  them 
made  in  writing,  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  the  said  lord 
or  lords,  or  otherwise,  according  to  any  order  to  be  set 
down  by  the  justices  of  peace  of  the  said  county  at  their 
general  quarter-sessions,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  by  like 
leave  and  agreement  of  the  said  lord  or  lords  in  writing- 
under  his  or  their  hands  and  seals,  to  erect,  build,  and  set 
up,  in  fit  and  convenient  places  of  habitation  in  such  waste 
or  common,  at  the  general  charges  of  the  parish,  or  other¬ 
wise  of  the  hundred  or  county,  as  aforesaid,  to  be  taxed, 
rated,  and  gathered  in  manner  before  expressed,  convenient 
houses  of  dwelling  for  the  said  impotent  poor;  (4)  and  also 
to  place  inmates,  or  more  families  than  one  in  one  cottage 
or  house;  one  act  made  in  the  one-and-thirtieth  year  of  Her 
Majesty’s  reign,  intituled,  An  act  against  the  erecting  and 
maintaining  of  cottages ,  or  any  thing  therein  contained  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding ;  (5)  which  cottages  and  places 
for  inmates  shall  not  at  any  time  after  be  used  or  employed 
to:  or  for  any  other  habitation,  but  only  for  impotent  and 
poor  of  the  same  parish,  that  shall  be  there  placed  from 
time  tb  time  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the 
poor  of  the  same  parish,  or  the  most  part  of  them,  upon  the 
pains  and  forfeitures  contained  in  the  said  former  act  made 
in  the  said  one-and-thirtieth  year  of  Her  Majesty’s  reign* 

VI.  Provided  always,  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall 
find  themselves  grieved  with  any  sess  or  tax,  or  other  act 
done  by  the  said  churchwardens  and  other  persons,  or  by 
the  said  justices  of  peace :  that  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  justices  of  peace,  at  their  general  quarter-sessions,  or 
the  greater  number  of  them,  to  take  such  order  therein,  as 
to  them  shall  be  thought  convenient;  and  the  same  to  con¬ 
clude  and  bind  all  the  said  parties. 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  father  and 
grandfather,  and  the  mother  and  grandmother,  and  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  every  poor,  old,  blind,  lame,  and  impotent  person, 
or  other  poor  person  not  able  to  work,  being  of  a  sufficient 
ability,  shall,  at  their  own  charges,  relieve  and  maintain 
every  such  poor  person  in  that  manner,  and  according  to  that 
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rate,  as  by  the  justices  of  peace  of  that  county  where  such 
sufficient  persons  dwell,  or  the  greater  number  of  them,  at 
their  general  quarter-sessions  shall  be  assessed ;  ( 2 )  upon 
pain  that  every  one  of  them  shall  forfeit  twenty  shillings  for 
every  month  which  they  shall  fail  therein. 

VIII.  And  be  it  further  hereby  enacted,  That  the  mayors, 
bailiffs,  or  other  head  officers  of  every  town  and  place  corpo¬ 
rate  and  city  within  this  realm,  being  justice  or  justices  of 
peace,  shall  have  the  same  authority  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
within  the  limits  and  precincts  of  their  jurisdictions,  as  well 
out  of  sessions,  as  at  their  sessions,  if  they  hold  any,  as  is 
herein  limited,  prescribed  and  appointed  to  justices  of  the 
peace  of  the  county,  or  any  two  or  more  of  them,  or  to  the 
justices  of  peace  in  their  quarter-sessions,  to  do  and  execute 
for  all  the  uses  and  purposes  in  this  act  prescribed,  and  no 
other  justice  or  justices  of  peace  to  enter  or  meddle  there  ; 
( 2 )  and  that  every  alderman  of  the.  city  of  London  within 
his  ward  shall  and  may  do  and  execute  in  every  respect  so 
much  as  is  appointed  and  allowed  by  this  act  to  be  done  and 
executed  by  one  or  two  justices  of  peace  of  any  county 
within  this  realm. 

IX.  And  be  it  also  enacted,  That  if  it  shall  happen  any 
parish  to  extend  itself  into  more  counties  than  one,  or  part  to 
lie  within  the  liberties  of  any  city,  town  or  place  corporate, 
and  part  without,  that  then  as  well  the  justices  of  peace  of 
every  county,  as  also  the  head  officers  of  such  city,  town,  or 
place  corporate  shall  deal  and  intermeddle  only  in  so  much  of 
the  said  parish  as  lieth  within  their  liberties,  and  not  any 
further;  (2)  and  every  of  them  respectively  within  their 
several  limits,  wards,  and  jurisdictions,  to  execute  the  ordi¬ 
nances  before-mentioned  concerning  the  nomination  of  over¬ 
seers,  the  consent  to  binding  apprentices,  the  giving  warrant 
to  levy  taxations  unpaid,  the  taking  account  of  churchwardens 
and  overseers,  and  the  committing  to  prison  such  as  refuse 
to  account,  or  deny  to  pay  the  arrearages  due  upon  their 
accounts;  (3)  and  yet  nevertheless,  the  said  churwardens 
and  overseers,  or  the  most  part  of  them,  of  the  said  parishes 
that  do  extend  into  such  several  limits  and  jurisdictions, 
shall,  without  dividing  themselves,  duly  execute  their  office 
in  all  places  within  the  said  parish,  in  all  things  to  them  be¬ 
longing,  and  shall  duly  exhibit  and  make  one  account  before 
the  said  head  officer  of  the  town  or  place  corporate,  and  one 
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other  before  the  said  justices  of  peace,  or  any  such  two  of 
them,  as  is  aforesaid. 

X.  And  further  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Thejustice»‘ 
That  if  in  any  place  within  this  realm  there  happen  to  be 
hereafter  no  such  nomination  of  overseers  yearly,  as  is  before  naming  of 
appointed,  that  then  every  justice  of  peace  of  the  county,  overseers, 
dwelling  within  the  division  where  such  default  of  nomination 

shall  happen,  and  every  mayor,  alderman,  and  head  officer 
of  city,  town,  or  place  corporate  where  such  default  shall 
happen,  shall  lose  and  forfeit  for  every  such  default  five 
pounds,  to  be  employed  towards  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  the 
said  parish  or  place  corporate,  and  to  be  levied,  as  aforesaid, 
of  their  goods,  by  warrant  from  the  general  sessions  of  the 
peace  of  the  said  county,  or  of  the  same  city,  town,  or  place 
corporate,  if  they  keep  sessions. 

XI.  And  be  it  also  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  How  the 
That  all  penalties  and  forfeitures  before-mentioned  in  this  ^aiUie  6 
act  to  be  forfeited  by  any  person  or  persons,  shall  go  and  be  levied  and 
employed  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  same  parish,  and  to-  employed, 
wards  a  stock  and  habitation  for  them,  and  other  necessary 

uses  and  relief,  as  before  in  this  act  are  mentioned  and  ex¬ 
pressed  ;  ( 2 )  and  shall  be  levied  by  the  said  churchwardens 
and  overseers,  or  one  of  them,  by  warrant  from  any  two 
such  justices  of  peace,  or  mayor,  alderman,  or  head  officer 
of  city,  town,  or  place  corporate  respectively  within  their 
several  limits,  by  distress  and  sale  thereof,  as  aforesaid ;  ( 3 ) 
or  in  defect  thereof,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  two  such  jus¬ 
tices  of  peace,  and  the  said  aldermen  and  head  officers 
within  their  several  limits,  to  commit  the  offender  to  the  said 
prison,  there  to  remain  without  bail  or  mainprize  till  the  said 
forfeitures  shall  be  satisfied  and  paid. 

XII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Ths  justices 
That  the  justices  of  peace  of  every  county  or  place  corpo-  shail  rate . 

A  t  J  A  *  every  parish 

rate,  or  the  more  part  of  them,  in  their  general  sessions  to  t0  a  weej<i7 
be  holden  next  after  the  feast  of  Eajier  next,  and  so  yearly 
as  often  as  they  shall  think  meet,  shall  rate  every  parish  to 
such  a  weekly  sum  of  money  as  they  shall  think  convenient ; 

(2)  so  as  no  parish  be  rated  above  the  sum  of  sixpence,  nor 
under  the  sum  of  a  halfpenny  weekly  to  be  paid,  and  so  as 
the  total  sum  of  such  taxation  of  the  parishes  in  every 
county  amount  not  above  the  rate  of  two-pence  for  every 
parish  within  the  said  county;  (3)  which  sums  so  taxed  shall 
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be  yearly  assessed  by  the  agreement  of  the  parishioner* 
within  themselves,  or,  in  default  thereof,  by  the  church¬ 
wardens  and  petty  constables  of  the  same  parish,  or  the 
more  part  of  them ;  or,  in  default  of  their  agreement,  by  the 
order  of  such  justice  or  justices  of  peace  as  shall  dwell  in 
the  same  parish,  or  (if  none  be  there  dwelling)  in  the  parts 
next  adjoining. 

XIII.  And  if  any  person  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay 
any  such  portion  of  money  so  taxed,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  said  churchwardens  and  constables,  or  any  of  them,  or, 
in  their  default,  for  any  justice  of  peace  of  the  said  limit,  to 
levy  the  same  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  of  the  party 
so  refusing  or  neglecting,  rendering  to  the  party  the  over¬ 
plus;  (2)  and  in  default  of  such  distress,  it  shall  be  lawful 
to  any  justice  of  that  limit  to  commit  such  person  to  the 
said  prison,  there  to  abide  without  bail  or  mainprize  till  he 
have  paid  the  same. 

XIV.  And  be  it  also  enacted,  That  the  said  justices  of 
peace,  at  their  general  quarter-sessions  to  be  holden-atthe 
time  of  such  taxation,  shall  set  down  what  competent  sums 
of  money  shall  be  sent  quarterly  out .  of  every  county  or 
place  corporate,  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  prisoners  of  the 
King's  Bench  and  Marshalsea,  and  also  of  such  hospitals  and 
alms-houses  as  shall  be  in  the  said  county,  and  what  sums  of 
money  shall  be  sent  to  every  one  of  the  said  hospitals  and 
alms-houses,  so  as  there  be  sent  out  of  every  county  yearly 
twenty  shillings  at  the  least,  to  each  of  the  said  prisons  of 
the  King’s  Bench  and  Marshalsea;  (2)  which  sums  rateably 
to  be  assessed  upon  every  parish,  the  church  wardens  of 
every  parish  shall  truly  collect  and  pay  over  to  the  high 
constables  in  whose  division  such  parish  shall  be  situate, 
from  time  to  time,  quarterly,  ten  days  before  the  end  of 
every  quarter;  (3)  and  every  such  constable,  at  every  such 
quarter-sessions  in  such  county,  shall  pay  over  the  same  to 
two  such  treasurers,  or  to  one  of  them,  as  shall  by  the  more 
part  of  the  justices  of  peace  of  the  county  be  elected  to  be 
the  said  treasurers,  to  be  chosen  by  the  justices  of  peace  of 
the  said  county,  city  or  town,  or  place  corporate,  or  of 
others  which  were  sessed  and  taxed  at  five  pounds  lands, 
or  ten  pounds  goods  at  the  least,  at  the  tax  cf  subsidy  next' 
before  the  time  of  the  said  election  tc  be  made;  (4)  and 
the  -said  treasurers  so  elected  to  continue  for  the  spaqe  of 
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one  whole  year  in  their  office,  and  then  to  give  up  their 
charge,  with  a  due  account  of  their  receipts  and  disburse¬ 
ments,  at  the  quarter-sessions  to  be  holden  next  after  the 
feast  of  Easter  in  every  year,  to  such  others  as  shall,  from 
year  to  year,  in  form  aforesaid,  successively  be  elected  trea¬ 
surers  for  the  feaid  county,  city,  town,  or  place  corporate ; 
( 5 )  which  said  treasurers,  or  one  of  them,  shall  pay  over 
the  same  to  the  lord  chief  justice  of  England,  and  knight 
marshal  for  the  time  being,  equally  to  be  divided  to  the  use 
aforesaid,  taking  their  acquittance  for  the  same,  or  in  de- 
fktlilt  of  the  said  chief  justice,  to  the  next  antientest  justice 
of  the  King’s  Bench,  as  aforesaid;  (6)  and  if  any  church¬ 
warden  or  high  constable,  or  his  executors,  6r  administra¬ 
tors,  shall  fail  to  make  payment  in  form  above  specified, 
then  every  churchwarden,  his  executors,  or  administrators, 
so  offending,  shall  forfeit  for  every  time  the  sum  of  ten 
shillings ;  ( 7 )  and  every  high  constable,  his  executors,  or 
administrators,  shall  forfeit  for  every  time  the  sum  of  twenty 
shillings;  (8)  the  same  forfeitures,  together  with  the  sums 
behind,  to  be  levied  by  the  said  treasurer  and  treasurers  by 
way  of  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  as  aforesaid,  in  form 
aforesaid,  and  by  them  to  be  employed  towards  the  chari¬ 
table  uses  comprised  in  this  act. 

XV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  the  surplusage 
of  money  which  shall  be  remaining  in  the  said  stock  of  any 
county,  shall,  by  discretion  of  the  more  part  of  the  justices 
of  peace  in  their  quarter-sessions,  be  ordered,  distributed 
and  bestowed  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  hospitals  of  that 
county,  and  of  those  that  shall  sustain  losses  by  fire,  water, 
the  sea,  or  other  casualties,  and  to  such  other  charitable 
purposes,  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  as  to  the  more  part  of 
the  said  justices  of  peace  shall  seem  convenient. 

XVI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  treasurer 
elected  shall  wilfully  refuse  to  take  upon  him  the  said  office 
of  treasurership,  or,  refuse  to  distribute  and  give"  relief,  or  to 
account,  according  to  such  form  as  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  more  part  of  the  said  justices  of  peace,  that  then  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  justices  of  peace,  in  their  quarter- 
sessions,  or  in  their  default,  for  the  justices  of  assize  at 
their  assizes  to  be  holden  in  the  same  county,  to  fine  the 
same  treasurer  by  their  discretion  ;  ( 2 )  the  same  fine  not  to 
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goods,  and  to  be  prosecuted  by  any  two  of  the  said  justices 
of  peace  whom  they  shall  authorize.  (3)  Provided  always, 
That  this  act  shall  not  take  effect  until  the  feast  of  Easter 
next. 

XVII.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  statute  made  in  the 
nine-and-thirtieth  year  of  Her  Majesty’s  reign,  intituled,  An 
Act  for  the  relief  of  the  poor ,  shall  continue  and  stand  in 
force  until  the  feast  of  Easter  next ;  (2)  and  that  ail  taxa¬ 
tions  heretofore  imposed  and  not  paid,  nor  that  shall  be  paid 
before  the  said  feast  of  Easter  next,  and  that  all  taxes  here-, 
after  before  the  said  feast  to  be  taxed  by  virtue  of  the  said 
former  act,  which  shall  hot  be  paid  before  the  said  feast  of 
Easter,  shall  and  may  after  the  said  feast  of  Easter,  be 
levied  by  the  overseers  and  other  persons  in  this  act  re¬ 
spectively  appointed  to  levy  taxations,  by  distress,  and  by 
such  warrant  in  every  respect,  as  if  they  had-  been  taxed 
and  imposed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  were  not  paid. 

XVIII.  Provided  alwr^s,  That  whereas  the  island  of 
Fowlness  in  the  county  of  Essex,  being  environed  with  the 
sea,  and  having  a  chapel  of  ease  for  the  inhabitants  thereof, 
and  yet  the  said  island  is  no  parish,  but  the  lands  in  the 
same  are  situated  within  divers  parishes  far  distant  from  the 
said  island;  (2)  be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  the  said  justices  of  peace  shall  nominate  and 
appoint  inhabitants  within  the  said  island,  to  be  overseers 
for  the  poor  people  dwelling  within  the  said  island,  and  that 
both  they  the  said  justices  and  the  said  overseers  shall  have 
the  same  power  and  authority  to  all  intents,  considerations, 
and  purposes,  for  the  execution  of  the  parts  and  articles  of 
this  act,  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  pains  and  for¬ 
feitures,  and  likewise  that  the  inhabitants  and  occupiers  of 
lands  there  shall  be  liable  and  chargeable  to  the  same  pay¬ 
ments,  charges,  expences,  and  orders,  in  such  manner  and 
form  as  if  the  same  island  were  a  parish  ;  ( 3 )  in  considera¬ 
tion  whereof,  neither  the  said  inhabitants  Qr  occupiers  of 
land  within  the  said  island,  shall  not  be  compelled  to  con¬ 
tribute  towards  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  those  parishes 
wherein  their  houses  or  lands  wdiich  they  occupy  within 
the  said  island  are  situated,  for  or  by  reason  of  their  said 
habitations  or  occupyings,  other  than  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor  people  within  the  said  island,  neither  yet  shall  the 
other  inhabitants  of  the  parishes  wherein  such  houses  or 
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lands  are  situated  be  compelled,  by  reason  of  their  resiancy 
or  dwelling,  to  contribute  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  inha¬ 
bitants  within  the  said  island. 

XIX.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  .any  .  action  of  The  defend- 
trespass  or  other  suit  shall  happen  to  be  attempted  and 
brought  against  any  person  or  persons,  for  taking  of  any  menccd 
distress,  making  of  any  sale,  or,  any  other  thing  doing,  by 
authority  of  this  present  act,  the  defendant  or  defendants  in  jtatute. 
any  such  action  or  suit  shall  and  may  either  plead  not  guilty, 

or  otherwise  make  avowry,  cognisance,  or  justification,  for 
the  taking  of  the  said  distresses,  making  of  sale,  or  other 
thing  doing  by  virtue  of  this  act,  alledging  in  such  avowry, 
cognisance,  or  justification,  That  the  said  distress,  sale, 
trespass,  or  other  thing  whereof  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs 
complained,  was  done  by  authority  of  this  act,  and  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  tenor,  purport,  and  effect  of  this  act,  without  any 
expresssing  or  rehearsal  of  any  other  matter  or  circumstance 
contained  in  this  present  act ;  ( 2 )  to  which  avowry,  cogni¬ 
sance  or  justification,  the  plaintiff  shall  be  admitted  to  reply, 

That  the  defendant  did  take  the  said  distress,  made  the  said 
sale,  or  did  any  other  act  or  trespass  supposed  in  his  decla¬ 
ration,  of  his  own  wrong,  without  any  such  cause  al- 
ledged  by  the  said  defendant ;  ( 3 )  whereupon  the  issue  in 
every  such  action  shall  be  joined,  to  be  tried  by  verdict  of 
twelve  men,  and  not  otherwise,  as  is  accustomed  in  other 
personal  actions ;  (4)  and  upon  the  trial  of  that  issue,  the 
whole  matter  to  be  given  on  both  parties  in  evidence,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  very  truth  of  the  same  ;  (5)  and  after  such  Treble  da- 
issue  tried  for  the  defendant,  or  non-suit  of  the  plaintiff  after  J  ]k; ; 
appearance,  the  same  defendant  to  recover  treble  damages,  ant,  and  his 
by  reason  of  his  wrongful  vexation  in  that  behalf,  with  his  costs‘ 

Costs  also  in  tliat  part  sustained,  and  that  to  be  assessed  by 
the  same  jury,  or  writ  to  inquire  of  the  damages,  as  the 
same  shall  require. 

XX.  Provided  always,  That  this  act  shall  endure  no 
longer  than  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  parliament, 

3  Car.  I.  c.  4.  Continued  until  the  end  of  the  first  session 
of  the  next  parliament,  and  farther  continued  by  16  Car.  I, 
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An  Act  for  the  continuing  and  better  Maintenance  of 
Husbandry  and  other  manual  Occupations ,  by  the  true 
Employment  of  Monies  given  and  to  be  given  for  the 
Binding  out  of  Apprentices. 
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“ 170RASMUCH  as  the  true  labour  and  exercise  of  hus- 
bandry,  and  the  bringing  up  of  apprentices  of  both 
sexes  in  trades  and  manual  occupations,  are  things  very 
profitable  in  the  commonwealth,  and  acceptable  and  plea¬ 
sing  unto  Almighty  God,  there  being  already  great  sums  of 
money  freely  given,  and  more  in  time  to  come  like  to  be 
given  by  divers  well-disposed  persons,  unto  the  corporations 
of  divers  cities,  boroughs,  towns  corporate,  and  unto  divers 
persons  in  sundry  towns  not  corporate,  and  parishes  within 
this  realm  of  England,  to  be  continually  imployed  in  the 
binding  out  as  apprentices,  of  a  great  number  of  the  poorest 
sort  of  children  unto  needful  trades  and  occupations ;  the 
experience  whereof  hath  brought  forth  very  great  profit  and 
commodity  unto  those  cities,  towns,  and  parishes  where  any 
parts  of  the  said  monies  have  been  so  given  and  imployed, 
and  so  no  doubt  there  will  consequently  ensue  thereof  the 
exceeding  good  of  the  commonwealth  in  general;  (2)  and 
for  that  the  most  part  of  the  poorer  sorts  of  children,  would 
(as  heretofore)  without  such  good  care  and  assistance,  be 
brought  up  in  idleness  and  disordered  kinds  of  life,  to  their 
utter  overthrow,  and  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  whole 
commonwealth  ;  ( 3 )  and  for  that  it  is  very  likely  that  many 
other  well-disposed  people  will  be  the  better  encouraged 
willingly  to  follow  the  like  good  example,  in  bestowing  also 
good  sums  of  monies  to  the  same  good  and  godly  purposes, 
if  it  might  be  so  provided,  that  such  monies  as  have  been 
already  so  freely  given,  or  as  hereafter  shall  be  given  for 
the  binding  out  of  such  poor  children  apprentices,  may  con¬ 
tinually  hereafter  remain,  and  be  wholly  imployed  accord¬ 
ingly.” 

II.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  King’s  most  excellent 
majesty,  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  the  commons, 
in  this  present  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
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the  same,  That  all  sums  of  money  so  freely  given  at  any  time  tices  of  poor 
within  three  years  last  past,  or  hereafter  to  be  given  by  any  ^ll^e  em- 
person  or  persons,  to  be  continually  employed  for  the  binding  ployed,  and 
out  of  apprentices,  as  aforesaid,  shall  for  ever  from  henceforth  whom, 
continue,  and  be  from  time  to  time  used  and  imployed  to 
such  uses,  intents,  and  purposes  only,  and  by  such  persons, 
and  in  such  manner  and  form  as  shall  be  hereafter  by  this 
present  act  specified  and  declared,  except  the  same  have  been, 
or  shall  be  otherwise  ordered  or  disposed  by  the  givers  thereof; 
that  is  to  say,  (2)  that  all  corporations  of  all  cities,  boroughs, 
and  towns  corporate,  by  what  name  or  names  soever  they  shall 
be  known  or  incorporated,  and  in  towns  and  parishes  not  in¬ 
corporate,  the  parson  or  vicar  of  every  such  town  or  parish, 
together  with  the  constable  or  constables,  the  churchwarden 
or  churchwardens,  collectors,  and  the  overseers  for  the  poor 
for  the  time  being,  or  the  most  part  of  them,  where  any  such 
sum  or  sums  of  money  are  already  given,  or  shall  be  hereafter 
given  to  be  so  imployed,  shall  from  time  to  time,  within  the 
said  several  cities,  boroughs,  towns,  and  parishes  respectively, 
have  the  nomination  and  placing  of  such  apprentices,  and  the 
guiding  and  imployment  of  all  such  monies  as  have  been  here¬ 
tofore  so  given,  or  which  hereafter  shall  be  given,  to  and  for 
the  continual  binding  forth  of  such  and  so  many  apprentices, 
and  in  such  sort  as  is  already,  or  shall  hereafter  be  so  given 
and  appointed,  either  by  the  last  will  and  testament,  or  by 
any  writing  or  writings  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  any  per¬ 
son  or  persons  which  hath  already,  or  hereafter  shall  so  give 
any  sum  or  sums  of  monies  unto  the  good  and  godly  purposes 
and  intents  aforesaid  ;  ( 3 )  and  if  the  corporation  of  any  The  forfei- 
such  cities,  boroughs,  or  towns  corporate,  by  what  name  or  ture  of  those 
names  soever  they  shall  be  called  or  incorporated,  or  any  the 
person  or  persons  in  the  other  towns  and  parishes  above  men-  yet  refute 
tioned,  appointed  by  this  act  to  have  continually  the  guiding 
and  employment  of  such  sums  of  monies  so  already  given,  or 
hereafter  to  be  given,  to  the  intents  and  purposes  aforesaid, 
shall  at  any  time  hereafter  wilfully  forbear  or  refuse,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  duties  in  this  behalf,  to  imploy  such  sums  of  money 
so  given  or  to  be  given,  as  aforesaid,  for  the  binding  out  of 
such  apprentices,  by  means  of  which  wilful  forbearance  or 
refusing,  the  said  money  shall  not  be  imployed  accordingly, 
that  then  they  and  every  of  them  so  offending  contrary  to 
this  act,  shall  forfeit  for  every  such  offence,  the  sum  of  three 
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pounds  six  shillings  and  eight-pence,  lawful  English  money; 
the  one  half  thereof  to  be  given  to  the  poor  of  the  town  or 
parish  where  such  fault  or  offence  shall  be  done  or  committed, 
the  other  moiety  to  the  party  that  shall  sue  for  the  same  ;  (4) 
and  that  every  man  that  will,  may,  and  shall  be  admitted  to 
sue  for  the  same  moiety,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said 
poor,  and  shall  be  also  admitted  to  sue  for  the  forfeiture  of 
the  other  moiety  in  any  of  the  King’s  majesty’s  courts  of  re¬ 
cord,  to  his  own  benefit  and  behoof,  by  action  of  debt,  bill, 
plaint  or  information,  wherein  no  protection,  wager  of  law,  or 
essoin,  shall  be  admitted  or  allowed. 

III.  And  for  that  all  monies  so  given  may  the  better  con¬ 
tinue  to  and  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  Be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  that  the  master,  mistress  or  dame  of  every 
such  apprentice  or  apprentices  that  shall  receive  any  such  sum 
or  sums  of  money,  as  aforesaid,  shall  become  bound  with  one 
or  two  sufficient  sureties,  by  bond  or  obligation  in  double  the 
sum  which  they  and  every  of  them  shall  so  receive  with  such 
apprentice  or  apprentices  as  aforesaid,  unto  the  corporation 
of  any  such  city  or  town  corporate,  by  what  name  or  names 
soever  they  shall  be  called  or  incorporated,  or  to  such  per¬ 
son  or  persons  in  the  other  towns  and  parishes  not  incorpo¬ 
rated,  appointed  by  this  act  to  have  continually  the  guiding 
and  imployment  of  all  such  sums  of  money  so  already  given, 
or  hereafter  to  be  given,  to  the  intents  and  purposes  aforesaid, 
respectively ;  upon  condition  to  repay  such  sum  or  sums  of 
money,  as  he  or  she  shall  so  receive  with  any  such  apprentice 
or  apprentices,  at  the  end  of  seven  years  next  ensuing  the  date 
of  the  said  obligation,  or  within  three  months  next  after  the  end 
of  the  said  seven  years ;  ( 2 )  and  if  such  apprentice  shall  hap¬ 
pen  to  die  within  the  said  space  of  seven  years,  then  within 
one  year  after  his  or  her  said  death  ;  (3 )  and  if  the  master, 
mistress  or  dame  to  whom  any  such  apprentice  or  apprentices 
shall  be  bound,  shall  happen  to  die  within  the  said  space  of 
seven  years,  then  within  one  year  next,  after  his  or  her  said 
death ;  (4)  so  as  the  said  monies  may  be  again  imployed  for 
placing  such  apprentice  with  some  other  person  of  the  same 
trade,  to  serve  out  the  residue  of  the  years  of  his  or  her  for¬ 
mer  apprenticeship,  by  the  discretion  of  the  said  persons 
trusted  as  aforesaid. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  every  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  so  given,  or  to  be 
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given  in  manner  and  form,  and  to  and  for  the  good  uses  and 
intents  aforesaid,  shall  always  be  put  forth  and  imployed  by 
the  parties  aforesaid,  that  by  this  act  shall  have  the  disposing 
and  imployment  thereof,  within  three  months  at  the  furthest, 
after  such  money  shall  come  to  the  hands  of  the  said  parties, 
that  by  the  intent  and  true  meaning  of  this  act,  ought  to  dis¬ 
pose  and  imploy  the  same ;  ( 2 )  and  if  at  such  times  there 
shall  not  be  found  fit  and  apt  persons  to  be  bound  out  ap¬ 
prentices  as  aforesaid,  within  the  said  cities,  towns,  and 
parishes  where  such  sums  of  money  are,  or  hereafter  shall  be 
given  to  be  imployed,  as  afore  is  declared  ;  then  such  of  the 
poorest  children  of  any  of  the  parishes  next  adjoining,  shall 
be  bound  apprentices  in  manner  as  aforesaid,  as  by  the  care 
and  good  discretions  of  the  parties  which  by  this  act  have  the 
disposing  and  employment  of _ the  said  sums  of  money  in  the 
cities,  towns,  and  parishes  where  it  was  first  given  to  be  im¬ 
ployed,  shall  be  thought  fit  and  convenient,  taking  such 
bonds  and  obligations  of  the  persons  that  shall  receive  the 
said  sums  of  money  so  put  forth,  and  with  such  sureties,  and 
upon  such  conditions,  as  is  above  mentioned  and  declared. 

V.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  choice  from  time  to  time  be  made  of  the 
poorest  sorts  of  children  of  every  such  city,  town,  and  parish, 
where  such  monies  shall  be  so  given,  and  whose  parents  are 
least  able  to  relieve  them ;  ( 2 )  and  that  no  such  apprentice 
shall  be  above  the  age  of  fifteen  years  when  he  or  she  shall 
be  so  first  bound  out  an  apprentice. 

VI.  And  for  the  better  execution  of  this  act,  Be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  every  person 
and  persons  appointed  by  this  act  to  have  the  imploying  and 
disposing  of  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  so  given  or  to  be 
given,  as  aforesaid,  within  any  town  or  parish  not  corporate, 
shall  after  the  end  of  this  present  session  of  parliament,  once 
every  year  in  the  Easter  week,  or  within  one  month  next 
after  Easter  day,  make  a  true  and  perfect  account  before 
four,  three,  or  two  justices  of  the  peace  dwelling  in  or  next  to 
every  of  the  said  towns  or  parishes,  of  all  such  sum  and  sums 
of  money  as  they  or  any  of  them  have  imployed  in  binding 
of  apprentices,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  of  all  bonds  and  ob¬ 
ligations  taken  for  the  payment  thereof;  and  also  of  all  such 
sums  of  money  as  then  shall  happen  to  be  remaining  in  their 
hands  not  imployed ;  ( 2 )  and  also  shall  at  the  making  and 
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yielding  up  of  the  said  account,  or  within  ten  days  then  next 
following,  yield  and  deliver  up  unto  such  as  shall  happen  next 
to  succeed  them,  or  then  to  be  in  the  said  rooms  and  places, 
all  such  obligations  and  bonds  as  by  them  or  any  of  them  have 
been  before  that  time  taken  to  the  uses  aforesaid  ;  as  also  all 
sums  of  money  remaining  in  their  or  any  of  their  hands,  to  be 
imployed,  as  aforesaid,  and  not  imployed  at  the  time  of  the 
yielding  up  of  the  said  account. 

VII.  And  further  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  if  any  of  the  parties  appointed  and  trusted  by  this  act 
to  have  the  disposing  and  imployment  of  any  of  the  said 
sums  of  money  so  given  or  to  be  given,  as  aforesaid,  shall  in 
any  point  or  degree  break  the  trust  and  confidence  in  them 
in  this  behalf  reposed,  or  shall  commit  any  other  misde¬ 
meanor  or  offence  in  misimploying  of  the  said  sums  of  money, 
or  any  part  thereof,  or  in  doing  any  other  act  or  acts  con¬ 
trary  to  their  duties,  and  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this 
act,  for  which  there  is  not  by  this  act  any  penalty  given  or 
appointed,  then  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  person  or 
persons  whatsoever,  in  the  behalf  of  the  poor  of  such  city, 
borough,  or  parish,  to  exhibit  his  petition  to  the  lord 
chancellor  or  lord  keeper  of  the  great  seal  of  England ,  for 
the  time  being,  touching  the  same:  which  lord  chancellor, 
or  lord  keeper  of  the  great  seal  of  England ,  for  the  time 
being,  shall  thereupon  have  full  power  and  authority  to 
award  a  commission  out  of  the  high  court  of  chancery,  under 
the  great  seal  of  England ,  to  such  and  so  many  persons  as 
his  lordship  shall  think  meet  to  enquire,  hear  and  determine 
the  said  offences,  and  every  of  them;  (2)  and  if  the  said 
commissioners,  or  the  most  part  of  them,  shall  find  that  any 
sum  or  sums  of  money  so  given  or  to  be  given,  are  lost,  im¬ 
paired,  wasted,  or  diminished,  then  they,  or  the  most  part 
of  them,  shall  likewise  have  power,  by  virtue  of  this  act  and 
of  their  said  commission,  to  rate,  raise,  and  collect  the  said 
sum  of  money  so  lost,  impaired,  wasted,  or  diminished,  upon 
such  person  or  persons  in  places  not  incorporate,  as  by  this 
act  are  appointed  to  have  the  guiding  and  ordering  of  the 
said  monies,  if  they  or  any  of  them  have  failed  in  their  said 
duties  in  that  behalf,  or  otherwise  upon  the  able  inhabitants 
of  such  city,  town,  or  parish  where  the  same  shall  so  happen, 
as  in  the  discretion  of  the  said  commissioners,  or  the  greatest 
part  of  them,  shall  be  thought  fittest,  and  to  return  the  said 

commission, 


Of  the  binding  of  Apprentices . 

commission,  and  the  manner  of  the  execution  thereof,  into 
the  said  high  court  of  chancery,  within  three  months  next 
after  the  execution  thereof ;  ( 3 )  and  if  any  person  or  per¬ 
sons  shall  find  himself  grieved  by  any  thing  done  by  the  said 
commissioners,  then  upon  complaint  thereof  made  in  the 
high  court  of  chancery,  the  said  lord  chancellor  or  lord 
keeper  for  the  time  being,  shall  have  full  power  and  autho¬ 
rity  to  order  and  decree  the  same,  as  to  his  lordship  shall  be 
thought  most  fit  to  stand  with  equity  and  good  conscience. 


[7  Jac.  Cap.  4.] 

An  Act  for  the  due  Execution  of  divers  Laws  and  Statutes 
heretofore  made  against  Rogues ,  Vagabonds ,  and  sturdy 
Beggars ,  and  other  lewd  and  idle  Perfons . 

“  'TTTHEREAS  heretofore  divers  good  and  necessary 
V  V  laws  and  statutes  have  been  made  and  provided  for 
the  erection  of  houses  of  correction,  for  the  suppressing  and 
punishing  of  rogues,  vagabonds,  or  other  idle,  vagrant, 
and  disorderly  persons ;  which  laws  have  not  wrought  so 
good  effect  as  was  expected,  as  well  for  that  the  said  houses 
of  correction  have  not  been  built  according  as  was  intended, 
as  also  for  that  the  said  statutes  have  not  been  duly  and 
severely  put  in  execution,  as  by  the  said  statutes  were  ap¬ 
pointed  ( 2 )  for  remedy  whereof,  Be  it  enacted  and  esta¬ 

blished  by  our  sovereign  lord  the  King’s  majesty,  and  by  the 
lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  by  the  commons,  in  this 
present  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  That  all  laws  and  statutes  now  in  force,  made  for  the 
erecting  and  building  of  houses  of  correction,  and  for 
punishing  of  rogues,  vagabonds,  and  other  wandering  and 
idle  persons,  shall  be  put  in  due  execution. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  and  established  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  before  the  feast  of  Saint  Michael 
the  archangel,  which  shall  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  God 
one  thousand  six  hundred  and  eleven,  there  shall  be  erected, 
built,  or  otherwise  provided,  within  every  county  of  this 
realm  of  England  and  Wales ,  where  there  is  not  one  house 
of  correction  already  built,  purchased,  provided,  or  conti- 
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nued,  one  or  more  fit,  and  convenient  house  or  houses  of 
correction,  with  convenient  backside  thereunto  adjoining, 
together  with  mills,  turns,  cards,  and  such  like  necessary 
implements,  to  set  the  said  rogues,  or  such  other  idle  persons, 
on  work ;  the  same  houses  to  he  built,  erected,  or  provided 
in  some  convenient  place  or  town  in  every  county ;  ( 2  ) 
which  houses  shall  he  purchased,  conveyed,  or  assured  unto 
such  person  or  persons  *  as  by  the  justices  of  peace,  or  the 
more  part  of  them,  in  their  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  to 
be  holden  within  every  county  of  this  realm  of  England  and 
Wales ,  upon  trust,  to  the  intent  the  same  shall  be  used  and 
imployed  for  the  keeping,  correcting,  and  setting  to  work 
of  the  said  rogues,  vagabonds,  sturdy  beggars,  and  other 
idle  and  disorderly  persons. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  if  the  said  house  so  to  he  erected,  purchased,  or  pro¬ 
vided  shall  not  be  erected,  built,  or  otherwise  provided,  be¬ 
fore  the  feast  of  St.  Michael  the  archangel,  which  shall  be 
in  the  year  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  eleven,  next 
ensuing  the  last  day  of  this  present  session  of  parliament, 
that  then  every  justice  of  peace  within  every  county  of  this 
realm  of  England  and  Wales,  where  such  house  and  hack- 
side  shall  not  be  erected  or  provided,  shall  forfeit  for  his 
said  neglect  five  pounds  of  lawful  English  money  5(2)  the  one 
moiety  thereof  to  be  unto  him  or  them  that  will  sue  for  the 
same  by  action  of  debt,  bill,  plaint,  or  information  ;  in  which 
suit,  no  protection,  essoin,  or  wager  of  law  shall  be  admit¬ 
ted;  and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to  be  employed  and 
bestowed  towards  the  erecting,  building,  procuring,  or  pro¬ 
viding  the  said  house  and  backside,  and  such  necessary  im¬ 
plements,  as  aforesaid. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  and  established  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  the  justices  of  peace  of  every 
county  within  the  realm  of  England  and  Wales ,  at  their 
quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  to  be  holden  for  their  seve¬ 
ral  counties  (next  after  the  erecting,  providing,  or  building 
of  the  said  house  or  houses,  and  so  from  time  to  time),  or 
thp  most  part  of  them,  shall  elect,  nominate,  and  appoint 
at  their  will  and  pleasure,  .one  or  more  honest  fit  person  or 
persons,  to  be  governor  or  master  of  the  said  hoftse  or  houses 
so  to  be  purchased,  erected,  built,  or  provided  ;  (2)  which 
person  and  persons  so  chosen  by  virtue  of  this  present  act, 
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shall  have  power  and  authority  to  set  such  rogues,  vaga¬ 
bonds,  idle  and  disorderly  persons,  as  shall  be  brought  or 
sent  unto  the  said  house,  to  work  and  labour  (being  able) 
from  time  to  time,  for  such  time  as  they  shall  continue  and 
be  remaining  in  the  said  house  of  correction,  and  to  punish 
the  said  rogues,  vagabonds,  idle  and  disorderly  persons,  by 
putting  fetters  or  gives  upon  them,  and  by  moderate  whip¬ 
ping  of  them;  (3)  and  that  the  said  rogues,  vagabonds, 
and  idle  persons,  during  such  time  as  they  shall  continue 
and  remain  in  the  said  house  of  correction,  shall  in  no  sort 
be  chargeable  to  the  country  for  any  allowance,  either  at 
their  bringing  in  or  going  forth,  or  during  the  time  of  their 
abode  there,  but  shall  have  such  and  so  much  allowance  as 
they  shall  deserve  by  their  own  labour  and  work. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  said  justices  of  peace  of  every  county,  within  every 
of  their  several  divisions,  twice  in  every  year  at  the  least,  and 
oftner,  if  there  be  occasion,  shall  assemble  and  meet  together 
for  the  better  execution  of  this  statute  ;  and  that  some  four 
or  five  days  before  their  assembly  and  meeting,  the  said  jus¬ 
tices,  or  the  more  part  of  them,  shall,  by  their  warrant, 
command  the  constables  and  tithingmen  of  every  hundred, 
town,  parish,  village,  and  hamletwithin  their  said  several  divi¬ 
sions,  which  shall  be  assisted  with  sufficient  men  of  the  same 
places,  to  make  a  general  privy  search  in  one  night  within 
their  said  hundreds,  towns,  villages,  and  hamlets,  for  the 
finding  out  and  apprehending  of  the  said  rogues,  *  vagabonds, 
wandering  and  idle  persons  5(2)  and  that  such  rogues,  vaga¬ 
bonds,  wandering  and  idle  persons  as  they  shall  then  find  and 
apprehend  in  the  said  search,  shall  by  them  be  brought  before 
the  said  justices  at  their  said  assembly  or  meeting,  there  to  be 
examined  of  their  idle  and  wandering  life,  there  to  be  punished, 
or  otherwise  by  their  warrant  to  be  sent  or  conveyed  unto 
the  said  house  or  houses  of  correction  within  the  said  county, 
appointed  and  prefixed  there  to  he  delivered  to  the  master  or 
governor  of  the  said  house ,  or  to  his  deputy  or  assignee,  to 
be  set  to  labour  and  wrnrk ;  ( 3 )  at  which  days  and  times  of 
assembly  and  meeting  so  to  be  held  by  the  said  justices  of 
peace,  the  constables  and  tithing  men  of  every  hundred, 
parish,  town,  village,  and  hamlet,  shall  then  appear  in  every 
their  several  divisions,  before  the  said  justices  of  peace,  at 
the  said  assemblies  or  meetings,  and  there  shall  give  account 
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and  reckoning  upon  oath  in  writing,  and  under  the  hand  of 
the  minister  of  every  parish,  what  rogues,  vagabonds,  and 
wandering  and  disorderly  persons  they  have  apprehended, 
both  in  the  same  search,  and  also  between  every  such  assem¬ 
blies  and  meetings,  and  how  many  have  been  by  them 
punished,  or  otherwise  sent  unto  the  houses  of  correction : 
which  if  the  said  constables  or  tithingmen  shall  neglect  to 
perform,  as  also  to  convey  safely  all  such  rogues,  wich  all 
other  idle  and  disorderly  persons,  at  the  charge  of  the  hun¬ 
dred,  as  by  the  justices  of  peace  their  warrants  shall  be  sent 
unto  the  houses  of  correction  in  the  same  county,  that  then 
they  shall  forfeit  such  further  fines,  pains,  and  penalties,  as 
by  the  said  justices  of  peace,  or  the  most  part  of  them,  shall 
be  thought  fit  and  convenient,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of 
forty  shillings  for  every  offence. 

VI.  “  And  for  that  it  is  convenient  that  the  masters  or 
governors  of  the  said  houses  of  correction  should  have  some 
fit  allowance  and  maintenance  for  their  travel  and  care  to  be 
had  in  the  said  service,  as  also  for  the  relieving  of  such  as 
shall  happen  to  be  weak  and  sick  in  their  custody,  and  that 
the  subjects  of  this  realm  should  in  no  sort  be  over-charged, 
to  raise  up  money  for  stocks  to  set  such  on  work  as  shall  be 
committed  to  their  custody  ( 2 )  Be  it  therefore  enacted 
and  established  by  the  authority  of  this  present  parliament. 
That  the  masters  or  governors  of  the  said  houses  of  cor¬ 
rection,  shall  have  such  sums  of  money  yearly,  as  shall  be 
thought  meet  by  the  most  part  of  the  justices  of  peace 
within  the  said  county,  at  the  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace, 
the  same  to  be  paid  quarterly  before-hand  by  the  treasurers 
appointed  by  one  act  made  in  the  three-and-fortieth  year  of 
the  late  Queen  Elizabeth ,  intituled,  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  poor,  during  the  time  they  the  said  masters  and  gover¬ 
nors  shall  be  imployed  in  the  said  service  (the  said  master 
or  governor  giving  sufficient  security  for  the  continuance 
and  performance  of  the  said  service)  ;  (3)  which  if  the  said 
treasurer  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  perform,  that  then  the 
said  master  or  governor  of  the  house  of  correction  shall  have 
authority,  by  this  present  act,  to  levy  the  same,  or  so  much 
thereof  as  shall  be  unpaid  upon  the  said  treasurer’s  account, 
in  such  manner  and  form  as  by  the  said  statute  they  the  said 
treasurers  are  appointed  and  authorised  to  levy,  the  weekly 
sum  or  payment  being  to  them  unpaid. 
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VII.  “  And  because  great  charge  ariseth  upon  many  The  punish- 
places  within  this  realm  by  reason  of  bastardy,  besides  the  women 
great  dishonour  of  Almighty  God Be  it  therefore  enacted,  who  have 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  every  lewd  woman,  which  bQS^,rds‘ 
after  this  present  session  of  parliament  shall  have  any  has-  %  Bulst.  348. 
tard  which  may  be  chargeable  to  the  parish,  the  justices  of 

peace  shall  commit  such  lewd  woman  to  the  house  of  cor¬ 
rection,  there  to  be  punished,  and  set  on  work,  during  the 
term  of  one  whole  year  ;  (  2  )  and  if  she  shall  eftsoons  offend 
again,  that  then  to  be  committed  to  the  said  house  of  cor¬ 
rection,  as  aforesaid,  and  there  to  remain  until  she  can  put 
in  good  sureties  for  her  good  behaviour,  not  to  offend  so 
again. 

VIII.  “  And  for  that  many  wilful  people  finding  that  they 
having  children,  have  some  hope  to  have  relief  from  the 
parish  wherein  they  dwell,  and  being  able  to  labour,  and 
thereby  to  relieve  themselves  and  their  families,  do  never¬ 
theless  run  away  out  of  their  parishes,  and  leave  their  fami¬ 
lies  upon  the  parish ( 2 )  For  remedy  whereof,  be  it  fur-  a  remedy 
ther  enacted  by  this  present  parliament,  and  the  authority  rim 
of  the  same,  That  all  such  persons  so  running  away,  shall  away,' and 
be  taken  and  deemed  to  be  incorrigible  rogues,  and  endure  l<^ve  their 

1  •  n  •  •  *11  r  \  ■■  • /*»  •  1  children  to 

the  pain  01  incorrigible  rogues ;  ( 3 )  and  if  either  the  char_re 

such  man  or  woman  being  able  to  work,  and  shall  threaten  of  the  pa- 
to  run  away,  and  leave  their  families  as  aforesaid,  the  same  llsh‘ 
being  proved  by  two  sufficient  witnesses  upon  oath,  before 
two  justices  of  peace  in  that  division ;  that  then  the  said 
persons  so  threatening,  shall  by  the  said  justices  of  peace 
be  sent  to  the  houses  of  correction  ( unless  he  or  she  can 
put  in  sufficient  sureties  for  the  discharge  of  the  parish), 
there  to  be  dealt  with  and  detained  as  a  sturdy  and  wan¬ 
dering  rogue,  and  to  be  delivered  at  the  said  assembly  or 
meeting,  or  at  the  quarter  sessions,  and  not  otherwise. 

IX.  “  And  because  there  shall  be  the  more  care  taken  by 
all  such  masters  of  the  houses  of  correction,  that  when  the 
country  hath  been  at  trouble  and  charge  to  bring  all  such 
disorderly  persons,  as  aforesaid,  to  their  safe  keeping,  that  The  govern- 
then  they  shall  perform  their  duties  in  that  behalf,”  (2)  Be  ors  shall  give 
it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  they  the  justices 
shall  not  every  quarter  sessions  yield  a  true  and  lawful  ofallper- 
account  unto  the  justices  of  peace,  of  all  such  persons  as  ^ittedto” 
have  been  committed  to  their  custody;  or  if  the  said  per-  their  cus- 

13  sons  todf* 
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sons  committed  to  their  custody,  or  any  of  them,  shall  be 
troublesome  unto  the  country,  by  going  abroad,  or  other¬ 
wise  shall  escape  away  from  the  said  house  of  correction, 
before  they  shall  be  from  thence  lawfully  delivered,  that 
then  the  said  justices  shall  set  down  such  fines  and  penalties 
upon  the  said  master  and  governors,  as  the  most  part  of 
them  in  their  quarter  sessions  shall  think  fit  and  convenient ; 
( 3 )  and  all  fines  and  penalties  not  herein  before  limited, 
shall  be  paid  unto  the  treasurer,  and  accounted  for  by  the 
treasurer  aforesaid.  (4)  This  act  to  have  continuance  for 
the  space  of  seven  years,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the 
next  session  of  parliament  after  the  said  seven  years.  3  Car . 
I.  c.  4.  continued  until  the  end  of  the  first  session  of  the  next 
parliament ;  “  and farther  continued  by  16  Car.  1.  c.  4.” 


[7  Jac.  Cap.  5.] 

An  Act  for  Ease  in  pleading  against  troublesome  and, 
contentious  Suits  prosecuted  against  Justices  of  the 
Peace ,  Mayor's,  Constables ,  and  certain  other  His  Ma¬ 
jesty's  Officers ,  for  the  lawful  Execution  of  their  OJfce . 

“  Ja0R  easc  *n  Weat^n£  against  many  causeless  and  con- 
tentious  suits  which  have  been,  and  daily  are  com¬ 
menced  and  prosecuted  against  justices  of  peace,  mayors 
or  bailiffs  of  cities  and  towns  corporate,  headboroughs,  port- 
reves,  constables,  tithingmen,  collectors  of  subsidies  and 
fifteens,  who  for  due  execution  of  their  office  have  been 
troubled  and  molested,  and  still  are  like  to  be  troubled  and 
molested  by  evil  disposed  contentious  persons,  to  their  great 
charge  and  discouragement  in  doing  of  their  offices,”  (2)  Be 
it  therefore  enacted  by  our  sovereign  lord  the  king,  and  by 
the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  pre¬ 
sent  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  That  if  an  action,  bill,  plaint,  or  suit  upon  the  case, 
trespass,  battery  or  false  imprisonment  shall  be  brought, 
after  forty  days  next  after  the  end  of  this  session  of  par¬ 
liament,  in  any  of  his  majesty’s  courts  at  Westminster , 

or 
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or  elsewhere,  against  any  justice  of  peace,  mayor  or  bailiff 
of  city  or  town  corporate,  headborough,  port-reve,  con¬ 
stable,  tithing-man,  collector  of  subsidy  or  fifteens,  for  or 
concerning  any  matter,  cause  or  thing,  by  them  or  any 
of  them  done,  by  virtue  or  reason  of  their,  or  any  of  their 
office  or  offices,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  to  and  for  every  x  r0h.  274. 
such  justice  of  the  peace,  mayor,  bailiff,  constable,  or  other 
officer  or  officers  before  named,  and  all  others  which  in  1  1  °  ' 
their  aid  or  assistance,  or  by  their  commandment,  shall  do 
any  thing  touching  or  concerning  his  or  their  office  or 
offices,  to  plead  the  general  issue,  that  he  or  they  are  not 
guilty;  (3)  and  to  give  such  special  matter  in  evidence 
to  the  jury  which  shall  try  the  same,  which  special  matter 

being  pleaded,  had  been  a  good  and  sufficient  matter  in  law 

/ 

to  have  discharged  the  said  defendant  or  defendants  of  the 
trespass,  or  other  matter  laid  to  his  or  their  charge  ;  (4)  Thedefend- 
and  that  if  the  verdict  shall  pass  with  the  said  defendant  or  ant  allowed 
defendants  in  any  such  action,  or  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  ofsu'lt 
therein  become  nonsuit,  or  suffer  any  discontinuance  thereof,  3  Bulst.  77, 
that  in  every  such  case  the  justices  or  justice,  or  such  other 
judge  before  whom  the  said  matter  shall  be  tried,  shall,  by 
force  and  virtue  of  this  act,  allow  unto  the  defendant  or 
defendants  his  or  their  double  costs,  which  he  or  they  shall 
have  sustained  by  reason  of  their  wrongful  vexation  in  de¬ 
fence  of  the  said  action  or  suit;  (5)  for  which  the  said 
defendant  or  defendants  shall  have  like  remedy  as  in  other 
cases  where  costs  by  the  laws  of  this  realm  are  given  to  the 
defendants.  (6)  And  this  act  to  continue  for  seven  years,  Continu- 
and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next  parliament  ance  °*  th,s 

*■  »  ,  elCt« 

after  the  said  seven  years.  This  statute  is  enlarged ,  and 
made  perpetual,  21  Jac.  I.c.  12.  “  but  see  21  Jac.  I.  c.  28.  §  1. 

’which  only  continues  it  to  the  end  of  the  first  session  of  the 
next  parliament,” 
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An  Act  to  enlarge  and  make  'perpetual  the  Act  made  for 
Ease  in  pleading  against  troublesome  and  contentious 
Suits  prosecuted  against  Justices  of  the  Peace ,  Mayors , 
Constables ,  and  certain  other  His  Majesty's  Officers ,  for 
the  lawful  Execution  of  their  Office ,  made  in  the  seventh 
Year  of  His  Majesty's  most  happy  Reign . 

ih;-r  1I7HEREAS  an  act,  intituled,  An  act  for  ease  in  plead - 
c.  5.  enlarg-  *  *  ing  against  troublesome  and  contentious  suits  prosecuted 
Tlyr't  against  justices  of  the  peace ,  mayors ,  constables,  and  certain 

other  his  majesty’s  officers,  for  the  lax  fid  execution  of  their  of¬ 
fice,  made  in  the  seventh  year  cf  his  majesty’s  most  happy  reign 
of  England,  was  made  to  continue  but  for  seven  years,  and 
from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next  parliament  after  the  said 
seven  years,  which  by  experience  hath  since  been  found  to  be 
a  good  and  profitable  law  : 

II.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  King’s  most  excellent 
majesty,  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  the  commons,  in 
this  present  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  That  the  said  act  shall,  from  and  after  the  end  of  this 
present  session  of  parliament,  be  perpetual  and  have  continu¬ 
ance  for  ever. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  all  churchwardens,  and  all  persons  called  sworn-men, 
executing  of  the  office  of  churchwardens,  and  all  overseers  of 
the  poor,  and  all  others  which  in  their  aid  and  assistance,  or 
by  their  commandment,  shall  do  any  thing  touching  or  con¬ 
cerning  his  or  their  office  or  offices,  shall  hereafter  be  enabled 
to  receive,  and  have  such  benefit  and  help  by  virtue  of  the  said 
act,  to  all  intents,  constructions,  and  purposes,  as  if  they  had 
been  specially  named  therein. 

IV.  And  whereas  notwithstanding  the  said  statute,  the 
plaintiff  is  at  liberty  to  lay  his  action  which  lie  shall  bring 
against  any  justice  of  peace,  or  other  officer,  in  any  foreign 
country  at  his  choice,  which  hath  proved  very  inconvenient 
unto  sundry  of  the  officers  and  persons  aforesaid,  that  have 
been  impleaded  by  some  contentious  and  troublesome  per¬ 
sons  in  countries  far  remote  from  their  place  of  habitations. 

V.  Be 
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V.  Beit  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  if  an}'  action,  bill,  plaint,  or  suit  upon  the  case,  trespass,  bat¬ 
tery,  or  false  imprisonment,  shall  be  brought  after  the  end  of 
this  present  session  of  parliament,  against  any  justice  of  peace, 
mayor,  or  bailiff  of  city  or  town  corporate,  headborough,  port- 
reve,  constable,  tithingman,  collector  of  subsidy  or  fifteens, 
churchwardens,  and  persons  called  sworn-men,  executing  the 
office  of  churchwarden  or  overseer  of  the  poor,  and  their  de¬ 
puties,  or  any  of  them,  or  any  other  which  in  their  aid  and 
assistance,  or  by  their  commandment,  shall  do  any  thing 
touching  or  concerning  his  or  their  office  or  offices,  for  or 
concerning  any  matter,  cause,  or  thing  by  them,  or  any  of 
them  done,  by  virtue  or  reason  of  their,  or  any  of  their  office 
or  offices,  that  the  said  action,  bill,  plaint,  or  suit,  shall  be  laid 
within  the  county  where  the  trespass  or  fact  shall  be  done 
and  committed,  and  not  elsewhere ;  ( 2 )  and  that  it  shall  be 
lawful  to  and  for  all  and  every  person  and  persons  aforesaid, 
to  plead  thereunto  the  general  issue,  that  he  or  they  are  not 
guilty,  and  to  give  such  special  matter  in  evidence  to  the  jury 
which  shall  try  the  same,  as  in  or  by  the  said  former  act  is 
limited  or  declared  5(3)  and  that  if  upon  the  trial  of  any  such 
action,  bill,  plaint,  or  suit,  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  therein 
shall  not  prove  to  the  jury  which  shall  try  the  same,  that  the 
trespass,  battery,  imprisonment,  or  other  fact  or  cause  of  his, 
her,  or  their  such  action,  bill,  plaint,  or  suit  was,  or  were 
had,  made,  committed,  or  done  within  the  county  wherein 
such  action,  bill,  plaint,  or  suit  shall  be  laid,  that  then,  in 
every  such  case,  the  jury  which  shall  try  the  same  shall  find 
the  defendant  and  defendants  in  every  such  action,  bill,  plaint, 
or  suit,  not  guilty,  without  having  any  regard  or  respect  to 
any  evidence  given  by  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  therein,  touch¬ 
ing  the  trespass,  battery,  imprisonment,  or  other  cause  for 
which  the  same  action,  bill,  plaint,  or  suit,  is  or  shall  be 
brought ;  (4)  and  if  the  verdict  shall  pass  with  the  defendant 
or  defendants  in  any  such  action,  bill,  plaint,  or  suit,  or  the 
plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  therein  become  nonsuit,  or  suffer  any  dis¬ 
continuance  thereof,  that  in  every  such  case,  the  defendant 
or  defendants  shall  have  such  double  costs,  and  all  other 
advantages  and  remedies,  as  in  and  by  the  said  former  act  is 
limited,  directed,  or  provided. 
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An  Act  for  the  better  Relief  oj  the  Poor  of  this  Kingdom . 

\  /'  .  , 

“  II 7HEREAS  the  necessity,  number,  and  continual  in- 
▼  »  crease  of  the  poor,  not  only  within  the  cities  oi'  Lon¬ 

don  and  Westminster ,  with  the  liberties  of  each  of  them,  but 
also  through  the  whole  kingdom  of  England  and  dominion  oi 
Wales,  is  very  great  end  exceeding  burthensome,  being  occa¬ 
sioned  by  reason,  of  some  defects  in  the  law  concerning  the 
settling  of  the  poor,  and  for  want  of  a  due  provision  of  the  re¬ 
gulations  of  relief  and  emploj^ment  in  such  parishes  or  places 
where  they  are  legally  settled,  which  doth  enforce  many  to 
turn  incorrigible  rogues,  and  others  to  perish  for  want,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  neglect  of  the  faithful  execution  of  such  laws  and 
statutes  as  have  formerly  been  made  for  the  apprehending  of 
rogues  and  vagabonds,  and  for  the  good  of  the  poor;”  (2)  for 
remedy  whereof,  and  for  the  preventing  the  perishing  of  any 
of  the  poor,  whether  young  or  old,  for  want  of  such  supplies  as 
are  necessary,  may  it  please  your  most  excellent  Majesty,  that  it 
maybe  enacted,  (3 )  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  King’s  mostexcel- 
lent  Majesty,  by  and  with  theadvice  and  consent  of  the  lords  spi¬ 
ritual  and  temporal,  and  the  commons,  in  this  present  parliament 
assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  whereas  by 
reason  of  some  defects  in  the  law,  poor  people  are  not  restrain¬ 
ed  from  going  from  one  parish  to  another,  and  therefore  do 
endeavour  to  settle  themselves  in  those  parishes  where  there 
is  the  best  stock,  the  largest  commons  or  wastes  to  build  cot¬ 
tages,  and  the  most  woods  for  them  to  burn  and  destroy;  and 
when  they  have  consumed  it,  then  to  another  parish,  and  at 
last  become  rogues  and  vagabonds,  to  the  great  discourage¬ 
ment  of  parishes  to  provide  stocks,  where  it  is  liable  to  be  de¬ 
voured  by  strangers;  (4)  be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  au¬ 
thority  aforesaid,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful,  upon  com¬ 
plaint  made  by  the  churchwardens  or  overseers  of  the  poor  of 
any  parish,  to  any  justice  of  peace,  within  forty  days  after  any 
such  person  or  persons  coming  so  to  settle  as  aforesaid,  in  any 
tenement  under  the  yearly  value  of  ten  pounds,  for  any  two 
justices  of  the  peace,  whereof  one  to  be  of  the  quorum ,  of  the 
division*  where  any  person  or  persons  that  are  likely  to  be 
chargeable  to  the  parish  shall  come  to  inhabit,  by  their  war- 

1 6  rant 
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rant  to  remove  and  convey  such  person  or  persons  to  such  3  &  4  W. 
parish  where  he  or  they  were  last  legally  settled,  either  as  a  ^  ^/I'  c  IX* 
native,  housh older,  sojourner,  apprentice,  or  servant,  for  the 
space  of  forty  days  at  the  least,  unless  he  or  they  give  suffi- 
cient  security  for  the  discharge  of  the  said  parish,  to  be 
allowed  by  the  said  justices. 

II.  Provided  always,  That  all  such  persons  who  think  Persons 
themselves  aggrieved  by  any  such  judgment  of  the  said  two  21 
justices,  may  appeal  to  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  said  the  quarter 
county,  at  their  next  quarter  sessions,  who  are  hereby  required  sessions, 
to  do  them  justice,  according  to  the  merits  of  their  cause, 

III.  Provided  also,  That  (this  act  notwithstanding)  it  shall  Persons  go- 
and  may  be  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  to  go  into  any 
county,  parish,  or  place,  to  work  in  time  of  harvest,  or  any 

time  to  work  at  any  other  work,  so  that  he  or  they  carry  with 
him  or  them  a  certificate  from  the  minister  of  the  parish,  and 
one  of  the  churchwardens  and  one  of  the  overseers  for  the 
poor  for  the  said  year,  that  he  or  they  have  a  dwelling  house 
or  place  in  which  he  or  they  inhabit,  and  have  left  wife  and 
children,  or  some  of  them  there  (  or  otherwise,  as  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  persons  shall  require),  and  is  declared  an  inhabi¬ 
tant  or  inhabitants  there ;  ( 2 )  and  in  such  case,  if  the  per¬ 
son  or  persons  shall  not  return  to  the  place  aforesaid,  when 
his  or  their  work  is  finished,  or  shall  fall  sick  or  impotent 
whilst  he  or  they  are  in  the  said  work,  it  shall  not  be  accounted 
a  settlement  in  the  cases  abovesaid,  but  that  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  two  justices  of  the  peace  to  convey  the  said  per¬ 
son  or  persons  to  the  place  of  his  or  their  habitations  as  afore-t 
said,  under  the  pains  and  penalties  in  this  act  prescribed  5(3) 
and  if  such  person  or  persons  shall  refuse  to  go,  or  shall  not 
remain  in  such  parish  where  they  ought  to  be  settled  as  afore¬ 
said,  but  shall  return  of  his  own  accord  to  the  parish  from 
whence  he  was  removed,  it  shall  and  may  be  Jawful  for  any 
justice  of  the  peace  of  the  city,  county,  or  town  corporate, 
where  the  said  offence  shall  be  committed,  to  send  such  per¬ 
son  or  persons  offending  to  the  house  of  correction,  there  tq 
be  punished  as  a  vagabond,  or  to  a  public  work-house,  in  this 
present  act  hereafter  mentioned,  there  to  be  employed  in 
work  or  labour  ;  (4)  and  if  the  churchwardens  and  overseers 
of  the  poor  of  the  parish  to  which  he  or  they  shall  be  removed, 
refuse  to  receive  such  person  or  persons,  and  to  provide  work 
jl’or  them,  as  other  inhabitants  of  the  parish,  any  justice  of 

VOL.  II. 


oeace 

A  ^  * 


[SO] 


Corpora¬ 
tions  or 
workhouses 
in  the  cities 
of  London 
and  West¬ 
minster, 
Middlesex, 
Surrey. 


pie.-ident, 
deputy 
president, 
treasurer, 
and  assist¬ 
ants  for 
Middlesex 
and  Surrey, 
how  to  be 
-lecteil. 


13  Sf‘  14  Car.  II.  c.  12.  Workhouses  in  London ,  <%c. 

peace  of  that  division  may  and  shall  thereupon  bind  any  such 
officer  or  officers  in  whom  there  shall  be  default,  to  the  as¬ 
sizes  or  sessions,  there  to  be  indicted  for  his  or  their  contempt 
in  that  behalf. 

IV.  And,  for  the  further  redress  of  the  mischiefs  intended 
to  be  hereby  remedied,  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  afore¬ 
said,  That  from  thenceforth  there  be,  and  shall  be,  one  or 
more  corporation  or  corporations,  workhouse  or  workhouses, 
within  the  cities  of  London  and  Westminster ,  and  within  the 
boroughs,  towns  and  places  of  the  county  of  Middlesex  and 
Surrey,  situate,  lying,  and  being  within  the  parishes  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  weekly  bills  of  mortality,  consisting  of  a  presi¬ 
dent,  a  deputy  to  the  president,  and  a  treasurer ;  and  that 
the  lord  mayor  of  the  city  of  London  for  the  time  being  be 
president  of  the  corporation  or  corporations,  wrorkhouse  or 
workhouses,  within  the  said  city,  and  the  assistants  to  be  the 
aldermen  of  the  said  city  of  London  for  the  time  being,  and 
fifty-two  other  citizens  to  be  chosen  by  the  common  council 
of  the  said  city  ;  ( 2 )  and  that  the  said  president  and  assis¬ 
tants,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall  and  may  elect  a  deputy 
president  and  treasurer,  and  all  other  necessary  officers  hereby 
constituted  and  authorized  to  execute  the  powers  and  offices 
by  this  act  appointed;  (3)  and  that  upon  the  vacancy  by 
death  or  otherwise  of  any  assistant,  the  power  to  elect  in  their 
rooms  be  in  the  said  common  council ;  and  the  election  of 
the  deputy  president  or  treasurer,  and  all  other  officers,  in 
the  said  president  and  major  part  of  the  assistants  as  afore¬ 
said ;  (4)  and  that  a  president,  a  deputy  president,  a  trea¬ 
surer  and  assistants  be  nominated  and  appointed  by  the  lord 
chancellor,  or  lord  keeper  of  the  great  seal  of  England for 
the  time  being,  out  of  the  most  fit  persons  inhabiting  the  city 
of  Westminster  or  the  liberties  thereof,  for  the  corporation  or 
corporations,  workhouse  or  workhouses  within  the  same. 

V.  And  for  the  said  places  within  the  weekly  bills  of  mor¬ 
tality  in  the  said  counties  of  Middlesex  and  Surrey  respec¬ 
tively,  there  shall  be  elected  and  chosen  by  the  major  part  of 
the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  said  counties  in  their  respec¬ 
tive  quarter  sessions  assembled,  out  of  the  most  able  and  ho¬ 
nest  inhabitants  and  freeholders  of  every  of  the  said  counties 
of  Middlesex  and  Surrey  respectively,  a  president,  a  deputy 
president,  a  treasurer  and  assistants  for  the  corporation  or 
corporations,  yrorkhpuse  or  workhouses  of  the  places  aforesaid 
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in  Middlesex  and  Surrey ;  and  that  upon  the  vacancy  by 
death  or  otherwise  of  any  of  the  presidents,  deputy  presidents, 
treasurers,  or  assistants  in  the  city  of  Westminster ,  and  places 
aforesaid  in  Middlesex  and  Surrey,  the  power  to  elect  others 
in  their  rooms  be  in  the  major  part  of  the  respective  justices 
of  peace,  who  in  their  general  quarter  sessions  from  time  to 
time  shall  accordingly  supply  such  vacant  places;  (2)  and 
that  at  every  quarter  sessions  they  shall  require  and  take  an 
account  in  writing  of  all  the  receipts,  charges,  and  disburse¬ 
ments  of  the  officers  and  treasurer  of  such  corporation  or  cor¬ 
porations,  workhouse  or  workhouses,  how  and  how  many 
poor  people  have  been  employed  and  set  to  work  in  the  year 
last  past,  and  what  stock  there  was  and  is  remaining;  (3) 
which  president,  deputy  president  and  treasurer  for  the  time 
being  respectively,  shall  for  ever  hereafter,  in  name  and  fact, 
be  bodies  politic  and  corporate  in  law,  to  all  intents  and  pur¬ 
poses,  and  shall  have  a  perpetual  succession,  and  may  sue  or 
plead,  or  be  sued  and  impleaded,  by  the  name  of  the  president 
and  governors  for  the  poor  of  the  respective  places  afore¬ 
mentioned,  in  all  courts  and  places  of  judicature  within  this 
kingdom,  and  the  dominion  of  Wales ,  and  the  town  of  Ber- 
xoick-upon - T weed;  (4)  and  by  that  name  every  of  the  said 
corporations  shall  and  may,  without  licence  in  mortmain ,  pur¬ 
chase  or  receive  any  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments, 
not  exceeding  the  yearly  value  of  three  thousand  pounds  per 
annum ,  of  the  gift,  alienation,  or  devise  of  any  person  or  per¬ 
sons,  who  are  hereby  without  further  licence  enabled  to  give 
the  same,  and  any  goods,  chattels,  or  sums  of  money  what¬ 
soever,  to  the  use,  intent,  and  purposes  hereafter  limited  and 
appointed;  (5)  and  that  each  respective  corporation,  or  any 
seven  of  them,  shall  have  hereby  power  and  authority  from 
time  to  time  to  meet  and  keep  Courts  for  the  ends  and  pur¬ 
poses  in  this  act  expressed,  at  such  time  and  place  as  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  said  president,  his  deputy,  or  the  trea¬ 
surer,  who  are  hereby  required  upon  the  desire  of  any  four 
of  the  said  corporation,  at  any  time  to  cause  a  court  to  b'e 
warned  accordingly,  and  shall  have  hereby  authority  from 
time  to  time  to  make  and  appoint  a  common  seal  for  the  use 
of  the  said  corporation. 

*  VI.  And  it  is  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  president 
and  governors  of  the  said  corporations  for  the  time  being,  or 
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any  two  of  them,  or  to  or  for  any  person  authorised  and  ap¬ 
pointed  by  them,  or  any  two  of  them,  from  time  to  time  to 
apprehend,  or  cause  to  be  apprehended,  any  rogues,  vagrants, 
sturdy  beggars,  or  idle  and  disorderly  persons  within  the  said 
cities  and  liberties,  places,  divisions,  and  precincts,  and  to 
cause  them  to  be  kept  and  set  to  work  in  the  several  and  re¬ 
spective  corporations  or  workhouses  5(2)  and  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  the  major  part  of  the  justices  of  peace  in  their 
quarter  sessions,  to  signify  unto  His  Majesty’s  privy  council, 
the  names  of  such  rogues,  vagabonds,  idle  and  disorderly, 
persons,  and  sturdy  beggars,  as  they  shall  think  fit  to  be 
transported  to  the  English  plantations  ;  ( 3 )  and  upon  the  ap¬ 
probation  of  His  Majesty’s  privy  council  to  the  said  justices  of 
peace  signified,  which  persons  shall  be  transported,  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  any  two  or  more  of  the  justices  of  the 
peace,  them  to  transport,  or  cause  to  be  transported  from 
time  to  time,  during  the  space  of  three  years  next  ensuing 
the  end  of  this  present  session  of  parliament,  to  any  of  the 
English  plantations  be}rond  the  seas,  there  to  be  disposed  in 
the  usual  wyay  of  servants,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  seven 
years. 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  if  the  president  and  governors  of  any  of  the  said  corpo¬ 
rations  shall  certify  under  their  common  seal,  their  want  anti 
defect  either  of  a  present  stock  for  the  foundation  of  the  work,  % 
or  for  supply  thereof  for  the  future,  and  what  sun*  or  sums 
of  money  they  shall  think  fit  for  the  same,  to  the  common 
Council  of  the  said  city  of  London ,  and  the  burgesses  and 
justices  of  peace  in  their  quarter  sessions  of  the  said  city  of 
Westminster  and  the  liberties  thereof,  or  the  justices  of  the 
respective  counties  of  Middlesex  and  Surrey  assembled  in 
either  quarter  sessions ;  that  thereupon  the  common  coun¬ 
cil  of  the  said  city  of  London ,  and  the  burgesses  of  the  said 
city  of  Westminster ,  and  the  justices  of  peace  of  the  said  cities 
and  counties  in  their  quarter  sessions  assembled,  are  hereby 
required  from  time  to  time  to  set  down  and  ascertain  such 
competent  sum  and  sums  of  money  for  the  purposes  aforesaid, 
not  exceeding  one  year’s  rate  from  time  to  time  usually  set 
upon  any  person  for  or  towards  the  relief  of  the  poor,  and  the 
same  to  proportion  out  upon  the  several  wards,  precincts, 
counties,  divisions,  hundreds,  and  parishes,  as  they  shall 
think  fit;  (2)  and  thereupon  the  aldermen,  deputies,  and 

10  common 


Powers  of  President  and  Governor's.  [53] 

common  councilmen  of  every  ward  in  the  city  of  London , 
and  burgesses  and  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  city  of  West¬ 
minster  and  the  liberties  thereof,  and  justices  of  the  peace  of 
the  said  counties  of  Middlesex  and  Surrey ,  shall  have  power 
and  authority,  and  are  hereby  required,  equally  and  indif¬ 
ferently,  according  to  the  proportions  appointed  as  aforesaid 
for  the  several  wards,  precincts,  cities,  and  parishes  as  afore¬ 
said,  to  tax  and  rate  the  several  inhabitants  within  the  said 
respective  wards,  precincts,  and  parishes,  as  well  within 
liberties  as  without ;  (3 )  with  which  tax  if  any  person  or  per¬ 
sons  find  him  or  themselves  aggrieved,  supposing  the  same 
to  be  unequal,  he  or  they  shall  and  may  make  their  complaint 
known  to  the  justices  of  the  peace  at  the  next  open  sessions, 
who  shall  take  such  final  order  therein,  as  in  like  cases  is 
already  by  the  law  provided. 

VIII.  And  it  is  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  any  alderman  of 
the  city  of  London ,  or  his  deputy,  or  the  burgesses  and  jus¬ 
tices  of  peace  of  the  city  of  Westminster  and  the  liberties 
thereof,  or  any  two  or  more  of  them,  or  any  two  justices  of 
peace  of  the  respective  counties  of  Middlesex  and  Surrey ,  by 
their  warrant  under  their  hands  and  seals,  to  authorize  the 
churchwardens  or  overseers  of  the  poor  within  the  places  and 
parishes  aforesaid,  to  demand,  gather,  and  receive  of  every 
person  or  persons,  such  sum  and  sums  of  money  as  shall  be 
assessed  upon  them  by  virtue  of  the  taxations  and  contribu¬ 
tions  aforesaid  ;•  ( 2 )  and  for  default  of  payment  within  ten 
days  after  demand  thereof  made,  or  notice  in  writing  left  at 
the  dwelling-house  or  lodging  of  every  person  so  assessed,  to 
levy  the  same  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  of  every  such 
person,  and  after  satisfaction  made,  to  restore  the  surplusage 
to  the  party  so  distrained. 

IX.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  Stocks  for- 
stocks  raised  for  the  relief  and  employment  of  the  poor  in  the  Londniifor 
City  of  London  and  liberties  thereof,  which  was  in  the  hands  of  the  relief  of 
a  corporation  heretofore  appointed  in  the  said  city  for  that 
service,  or  in  the  hands  of  any  other  person  or  persons  what-  paid, 
soever,  before  the  nine-and-twentieth  day  of  September  which 

was  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  six  hundred  and 
sixty,  commonly  called  the  feast  of  St.  Michael  the  archangel, 
or  at  any  time  since,  together  with  all  the  arrears  of  money 
formerly  allotted  for  that  service,  or  legacies  given  to  the  same 
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end,  shall  be  payable  to  the  treasurer  of  the  corporation  or 
corporations,  workhouse  or  workhouses,  to  be  established  by 
this  present  act,  who  are  hereby  authorized  and  impowered 
by  themselves,  or  their  officers  thereunto  by  them  deputed,  to 
collect,  gather,  receive,  and  recover  the  said  money  and  lega¬ 
cies,  which  shall  be  due  and  in  arrear  as  aforesaid;  with  which 
said  arrears,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  the  corpora¬ 
tion  or  corporations  aforesaid  by  this  act  made,  constituted, 
and  established,  is  and  shall  be  hereby  invested  and  interested 
for  the  execution  of  the  service  hereby  enjoined  them:  (2) 
and  all  those  that  have  had  or  now  have  any  of  the  said  stocks 
in  their  or  any  of  their  hands,  shall  be  accountable  to  the  said 
treasurer,  or  to  those  that  shall  be  appointed  by  the  said  cor¬ 
poration  or  corporations,  or  any  seven  or  more  of  them,  to 
take  the  said  account. 

X.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  there  shall  be  a  full  allowance  of  all  just  and  ne¬ 
cessary  expences  which  have  been  laid  out  by  the  said  former 
corporation  for  the  relief  of  the  said  poor,  and  the  carrying 
on  of  the  said  service  since  the  time  before  expressed. 

XI.  And  it  is  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  respective  president  and  governors,  or  any  seven  of 
them,  shall  have  power  from  time  to  time  to  make  and  consti¬ 
tute  orders  and  by-laws  for  the  better  relieving,  regulating, 
and  setting  the  poor  to  work,  and  the  apprehending  and 
punishing  of  rogues,  vagabonds,  and  beggars  within  the  cities, 
liberties,  and  places  aforesaid,  that  have  not  wherewith  to 
maintain  themselves,  and  for  other  the  matters  aforesaid. 

XII.  Provided  the  said  orders  and  by-laws  shall  from  time 
to  time  be  presented  to  the  justices  of  peace  in  their  quarter 
sessions  assembled,  to  be  allowed  by  the  major  part  of  them, 
and  confirmed  by  order  of  the  said  court. 

XIII.  And  it  is  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  president  and  governors  of  any  the  said  corpora¬ 
tion  or  corporations,  workhouse  or  workhouses,  or  any  four¬ 
teen  or  more  of  them,  being  assembled  together,  shall  have 
hereby  power  to  chuse  and  entertain  all  such  officers  and 
others  as  shall  be  needful  to  be  employed  in  and  about  the 
premises,  and  them  or  any  of  them,  from  time  to  time,  to  re¬ 
move  as  they  shall  see  cause,  and  upon  the  death  or  removal 
of  them  or  any  of  them,  to  chuse  others  in  their  places  for  the 
carrying  on  of  the  work,  and  to  make  and  give  such  reason¬ 
able 
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able  allowances  unto  them  or  any  of  them,  out  of  the  stock 
and  revenue  belonging  to  the  said  corporation  or  workhouse, 
as  they  shall  think  fit. 

XIV.  And  it  is  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  all  sheriffs,  bailiffs,  constables,  and  all  other  officers  and 
ministers  of  justices,  shall  be  aiding  and  assisting  to  the  said 
corporation  or  corporations,  and  to  all  such  officers  as  shall 
be  employed  b}5  them  or  any  of  them  in  the  execution  or  per¬ 
formance  of  the  said  service. 

XXI.  Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  the  counties  o/’Lancashire, 
Cheshire,  Derbyshire,  Yorkshire,  Northumberland,  the  bishop- 
rich  o/"  Durham,  Cumberland,  and  Westmorland,  and  many 
other  counties  in  England  awe?  Wales,  by  reason  of  the  largeness 
of  the  parishes  within  the  same ,  have  not ,  nor  cannot  reap  the 
benefit  of  the  act  of  parliament  made  in  the  three-and  fortieth 
year  of  the  reign  of  the  late  Queen  Elizabeth  for  relief  of  the 
poor  ;  ( 2 )  therefore  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  all  and  every  the  poor,  needy,  impotent,  and  lame  per¬ 
son  and  persons  within  every  township  or  village  within  the 
several  counties  aforesaid,  shall  from  and  after  the  passing  of 
this  act  be  maintained,  kept,  provided  for,  and  set  on  work, 
within  the  several  and  respective  township  and  village  wherein 
he,  she,  or  they  shall  inhabit,  or  wherein  he,  she,  or  they  was 
or  were  last  lawfully  settled,  according  to  the  intent  and  mean¬ 
ing  of  this  act  5(3)  and  that  there  shall  be  yearly  chosen  and 
appointed,  according  to  the  rules  and  directions  in  the  said 
act  of  the  three-and-fortieth  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth  men¬ 
tioned,  two  or  more  overseers  of  the  poor  within  every  of  the 
said  townships  or  villages,  who  shall  from  time  to  time  do, 
perform,  and  execute  all  and  every  the  acts,  powers,  and  au¬ 
thorities  for  the  necessary  relief  of  the  poor  within  the  said 
township  or  village,  and  shall  lose,  forfeit,  and  suffer  all  such 
pains  and  penalties  for  non-performance  thereof,  as  is  limited, 
mentioned,  and  appointed  in  and  by  the  said  in  part  recited 
act. 

XXII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  justices  of  peace  within  the  said  counties  shall  have 
and  enjoy  such  and  the  like  powers  and  authorities  to  raise  and 
levy  monies,  and  to  do  and  execute  all  and  every  such  other 
act  and  thing  whatsoever,  within  every  township  or  village 
within  the  said  county  where  they  are  justices,  as  is  given, 
limited,  and  appointed  unto  and  for  them  to  do  and  execute 
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within  any  parish  or  parishes,  in  and  by  the  said  act  made  in 
the  said  three-and-fortieth  year  of  the  said  late  Queen  Eliza¬ 
beth »,  under  such  and  the  like  oains  and  penalties  for  the  non¬ 
performance  of  their  duties,  to  be  levied  and  disposed  of  as 
is  nominated  and  expressed  in  the  said  act. 

XXIII.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  autho¬ 
rity  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  justices 
of  peace  in  any  of  the  counties  of  England  and  Wales ,  in  their 
quarter  sessions  assembled,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  to 
transport,  or  cause  to  be  transported  such  rogues,  vagabonds, 
and  sturdy  beggars,  as  shall  be  duly  convicted  and  adjudged 
to  be  incorrigible,  to  any  of  the  English  plantations  beyond 
the  seas. 

XXIV.  Provided  also,  That  neither  this  act  nor  any  thing 
therein  contained  shall  extend  to  be,  or  be  construed,  ex¬ 
pounded  or  taken,  to  the  prejudice  or  infringement  of  any  of 
the  franchises,  rights,  liberties,  or  privileges  heretofore  grant¬ 
ed  by  the  Kings  and  Queens  of  this  realm,  His  Majesty’s 
royal  predecessors,  to  the  dean  and  chapter  of  the  collegiate 
church  of  St  .Peter  in  Westminster-. 

XXV.  Provided  always,  That  this  act,  as  to  all  the  matters 
therein  contained,  (excepting  what  relates  unto  the  corpora¬ 
tions  mentioned  and  constituted  thereby, )  shall  extend  and 
be  in  force  until  the  nine-and-twentieth  day  of  Mai/  one 
thousand  six  hundred  sixty-five,  and  the  end  of  the  first  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  next  parliament  then  next  ensuing,  and  no  longer. 
[Made perpetual  by  12  Ann >  stat.i.  c.  1 8*  s.  1.*] 


[19  Car.  2.  Cap.  4,] 

An  Act  for  Relief  of  poor  Frif oners,  and  fetting  of  them 

on  Work. 

il  XT  /  HERE  AS  there  is  not  yet  any  sufficient  provision 
V  V  made  for  the  relief  and  setting  on  work  of  poor  and 
needy  persons  committed  to  the  common  gaol  for  felony  and 
Other  misdemeanors,  who  many  times  perish  before  their 
trial ;  and  the  poor  there  living  idly  and  unimployed,  become 
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debauched,  and  come  forth  instructed  in  the  practice  of 
thievery  and  lewdness ( 2  )  For  remedy  whereof,  Be  it 
enacted  by  the  King’s  most  excellent  Majesty,  with  advice 
and  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  com¬ 
mons  in  this  present  parliament  assembled,  and  by  authority 
of  the  same,  That  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  respective  How  stocks 
counties,  at  any  their  general  sessions,  or  the  major  part  of  Pro" 

them  then  there  assembled,  if  they  shall  find  it  needful  so  setting  the 
to  do,  may  provide  a  stock  of  such  materials  as  they  find  poork°n 
convenient  for  the  setting  poor  prisoners  on  work,  in  such 
manner,  and  by  such  ways  as  other  county  charges  by  the 
laws  and  statutes  of  the  realm  are  and  may  be  levied  and 
raised:  and  to  pay  and  provide  fit  persons  to  oversee  and  set 
such  prisoners  on  work ;  ( 3 )  and  make  such  orders  for  ac¬ 
counts  of  and  concerning  the  premises  as  shall  by  them  be 
thought  needful,  and  for  punishment  of  neglects  and  other 
abuses,  and  for  bestowing  of  the  profit  arising  by  the  labour 
of  the  prisoners  so  set  on  work,  for  their  relief,  which  shall 
be  duly  observed;  and  may  alter,  revoke,  or  amend  such 
their  orders  from  time  to  time.  (4)  Provided  that  no  parish 
be  rated  above  sixpence  by  the  week  towards  the  premises, 
having  respect  to  the  respective  values  of  the  several  parishes. 

II.  “  And  whereas  sometimes  by  occasion  of  the  plague,  Sickness  and 
and  other  whiles  by  the  great  number  of  prisoners,  great  aise*1ses» 

J  r  0  happening 

•and  infectious  diseases  have  happened  among  the  prisoners,  among  PH- 
whereby  it  hath  come  to  pass  sometimes  that  the  judges,  souers* 
justices,  and  jurors  have,  upon  occasion  of  their  attendance 
at  the  trial  of  prisoners,  been  infected,  and  many  of  them 
died  thereof,  and  sometimes  such  infection  hath  spread  in 
the  country:  ’  (2)  For  some  remedy  therein,  be  it  by  the 
same  authority  enacted,  That  any  sheriff*  of  the  respective 
counties,  having  the  custody  of  the  gaol,  or  such  persons 
who  have  the  custody  of  the  gaol,  with  the  advice  and  con¬ 
sent  of  three  or  more  justices  of  the  peace,  whereof  one  to 
be  of  the  quorum ,  may,  if  they  shall  on  enquiry  or  informa¬ 
tion  find  it  needful,  upon  emergent  occasions  in  the  respective 
counties,  provide  other  safe  places,  for  the  removal  of  sick 
or  other  persons,  from  and  out  of  the  ordinary  and  usual 
gaols;  (3 )  the  same  places  to  be  used  and  employed  for  the 
reception  and  custody  of  the  prisoners,  to  be  by  or  according 
to  their  order  or  orders  kept,  ordered,  disposed,  and  con¬ 
veyed  to  the  places  appointed  for  the  gaol  delivery,  in  such 

and 
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find  like  manner  as  such  prisoners  ought  to  be  kept,  ordered, 
disposed,  and  conveyed  in  and  from  the  common  gaols  by 
the  laws  and  statutes  of  the  land.  Provided,  no  such  place 
be  made  use  of  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  against  the  good 
and  free  will  of  the  owners  thereof. 

III.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  the  mayor,  bailiff,  and  other  head  officer,  or 
any  other  person  and  persons,  who  have  and  hath  the  custody 
of  the  common  gaol  within  any  corporation  of  this  kingdom 
and  dominion  of  Wales ,  shall,  by  and  with  the  advice  of 
three  or  more  justices  of  peace  within  the  said  corporation, 
whereof  one  of  them  to  be  of  the  quorum ,  in  time  of  in¬ 
fection,  have  the  like  power  and  authority  for  removing  his 
and  their  prisoners  into  some  other  convenient  place  within 
their  jurisdiction,  as  to  them  shall  seem  fit,  during  the  time 
of  infection;  and  also  to  raise  a  stock  after  the  same  rates 
and  proportions,  as  is  herein  before  allowed,  to  and  for  the 
several  counties  of  this  kingdom. 

IV.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  autho¬ 
rity  aforesaid,  as  followeth,  ( viz. )  That  whereas  there  is 
already  provided  a  strong  and  sufficient  messuage  in  the 
parish  of  Saint  Thomas  the  apostle,  near  the  city  of  Exon , 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  one  thousands  pounds  more 
by  certain  trustees,  upon  proposals  and  agreements  made  by 
them  with  certain  gentlemen,  justices  of  the  peace  for  the 
county  of  Devon ,  who  have  also  provided  one  thousand 
pounds  more,  in  order  to  purchase  lands  of  inheritance  for 
the  good  purposes  hereafter  mentioned ;  ( 2 )  Be  it  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  two  thousand 
pounds  be  laid  out  in  purchase  of  lands  of  inheritance,  by 
order  of  the  general  sessions  of  the  peace  hereafter  at  any 
time  to  be  held,  in  the  name  of  such  persons  as  by  such 
order  shall  be  appointed.  (3)  Item ,  That  the  said  house, 
with  the  grounds  therewith  inclosed,  be  had  and  used  as  a 
common  gaol  and  workhouse  for  the  said  connty,  in  manner 
as  is  after  expressed.  (4)  Item ,  That  an  overseer  be  therein 
placed  by  like  order,  and  by  like  order  be  removeable  from 
time  to  time ;  which  overseer  shall  have  the  charge,  custody, 
and  government  of  the  prisoners  to  him  committed  accord¬ 
ing  to  this  act,  and  shall  have  fifty  pounds  per  annum  during 
the  execution  of  his  office,  and  ten  pounds  per  annum  for  his 
deputy;  but  shall  therefore  take  no  fees  for  receiving,  deli¬ 
vering, 
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vering,  or  doing  any  other  service  relating  to  the  prisoners' 
from  or  of  any  the  said  prisoners.  (5)  Item ,  That  the  said 
justices  by  like  order  from  time  to  time  shall  and  may,  by 
approbation  of  the  ordinary,  provide  and  appoint  some  meet 
and  discreet  minister  to  read  divine  service  according  to  the 
orders  of  the  church  of  England ,  unto  the  prisoners,  at 
least  four  days  in  the  week,  that  is.  to  say,  on  the  Lord’s 
day,  each  Wednesday,  and  each  Friday  and  Saturday,  and 
oftener,  if  the  said  justices  shall  appoint ;  and  to  take  pains 
in  instructing  them  each  Lord’s  day  at  the  least,  for  which 
they  may  allow  him  thirty  pounds  per  annum ,  or  after  that 
rate,  the  rest  of  the  profits  to  be  for  repairing  the  house, 
and  towards  finding  a  stock  for  to  set  the  prisoners  on  work. 
(6)  Item ,  That  any  person  charged  with  such  offence  only 
for  which  clergy  is  allowable,  if  so  be  he  be  needy  and  indi¬ 
gent,  and  not  likely  to  maintain  himself  in  gaol,  may,  by 
warrant  of  the  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace,  to  whom 
jurisdiction  in  that  behalf  appertaineth,  be  committed  to  the 
said  workhouse  in  order  to  his  trial;  (7)  and  if  any  person 
shall  be  committed  to  the  ordinary  gaol,  who  shall  be  or 
become  so  indigent,  he  may  by  warrant  of  three  justices  o,f 
peace,  whereof  one  to  be  of  the  quorum ,  be  removed  from 
the  ordinary  common  gaol  to  the  said  house;  all  which 
prisoners  so  committed  or  removed,  shall  be  in  the  custody 
of  the  overseer,  and  be  ordered  and  demeaned  in  the  said 
house,  and  conveyed  to  the  sessions,  or  to  the  gaol  delivery, 
by  like  warrant,  way,  and  means,  as  the  prisoners  in  other 
gaols,  by  the  laws  and  statutes  of  this  realm,  are  to  be 
ordered  and  demeaned. 

V.  And  because  the  said  workhouse  is  distant  from  the 
ordinary  common  gaol,  the  prisoners,  by  order  from  the 
sessions  or  gaol  delivery,  may,  in  order  to  their  trials,  be 
removed  to  the  common  gaol,  to  be  the  more  ready  for  their 
trials.  (2)  Item ,  That  the  said  overseer  shall  give  security 
for  the  stock,  and  be  liable  to  such  regulations  and  orders 
for  accounts  and  otherwise,  as  the  sessions  shall  from  time 
to  time  make  for  setting  the  poor  prisoners  on  work  there, 
which  shall  be  obeyed  and  observed.  That  a  convenient 
stock  be  from  time  to  time  raised  at  the  charge  of  the' 
county.  (3)  Iiem>  That  the  said  justices  of  the  county  in 
Devon ,  may  put  in  ure  all  the  powers  in  this  act,  as  other 
justices  may  in  any  other  county  by  virtue  thereof. 
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VI.  Saving  to  the  King’s  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors, 
and  to  every  other  person  and  persons,  and  their  heirs,  suc¬ 
cessors,  executors,  and  administrators,  all  rights,  titles, 
claims,  and  demands  whatsoever,  into  or  out  of  the  said 
messuages  and  premises,  as  if  this  act  had  never  been  made* 


^  t  , 

[iJac.  II*  Cap.  17.  Sect.  2.  &  3O 

An  Act  for  reviving  and  Continuance  of  feveral  Acts  of 
Parliament  therein  mentioned . 

IK  A  ND  be  it  enacted  by  the  King’s  most  excellent 
-tAk  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  present 
parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
That  one  act  of  parlianient  made  in  the  thirteenth  and  four¬ 
teenth  years  of  His  said  late  Majesty’s  reign,  intituled,  An 
act  for  the  better  relief  of  the  poor  of  thisAcingdom,  ( except 
what  relates  unto  the  corporation  therein  mentioned  and 
constituted  thereby)  shall  be  in  force  from  the  first  day  of 
this  present  session  of  parliament,  and  so  to  continue  for  the 
space  of  seven  years,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next 
session  of  parliament* 

III.  And  forasmuch  as  such  poor  persons  at  their  Jirst 
coming  to  a  jjarish  do  commonly  conceal  themselves  ;  be  it 
therefore  hereby  provided  and  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  the  forty  days  continuance  of  such  person 
in  a  parish,  intended  by  the  said  act  to  make  a  settlement, 
shall  be  accounted  from  the  time  of  his  or  her  delivery  of 
notice  in  writing  (which  they  are  hereby  required  to  do)  of 
the  house  of  his  or  her  abode,  and  the  number  of  his  or  her 
family,  if  he  or  she  have  any,  to  one  of  the  churchwardens 
or  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  said  parish,  to  which  they 
shall  so  remove. 
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An  Act  for  the  better  Explanation  a7id  supplying  the 
defects  of  the  former  Laws,  for  the  Settlement,  of  the 
Poor . 


“  W  7  HERE  AS  one  act  of  parliament  made  in  the  tliir-  13  &  *4 
*  v  teenth  and  fourteenth  years  of  His  late  Majesty  King  f*’ 

Charles  the  Second,  intituled,  An  act  for  the  better  relief  of 
the  poor  of  this  kingdom ,  (except  what  relates  to  the  corpo¬ 
ration  therein  mentioned  and  constituted  thereby)  was  re¬ 
vived  and  continued  with  some  alterations,  by  one  other  act 
made  in  the  first  year  of  the  late  King  James  the  Second, 
and  have  been  found  by  experience  to  be  good  and  whole¬ 
some  laws,  but  may  shortly  expire  , 

II.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  King’s  and  Queen’s  i3&14 
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most  excellent  Majesties,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con-  &‘f*  jac.Ii.' 
sent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  common?,  in  c.17.  re- 
this  present  parliament  assembled,  and  by  authority  of  the  V1VC  ’ 
same,  That  the  said  acts,  as  to  what  relates  to  the  settle¬ 
ments  of  the  poor,  shall  be  in  force  from  the  first  day  of 
March  one  thousand  six  hundred  ninety-one. 

III.  But  forasmuch  as  the  said  acts  are  somewhat  defective  The  note  of 
and  doubtful ;  for  supplying  and  explaining  the  same,  be  it 

further  provided  and  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  in  the 
That  the  forty  days’  continuance  of  such  person  in  a  parish  c*1u.rch> a'^ 

ill  1  •  i  1  .  regi-tered  m 

or  town,  intended  by  the  said  acts  to  make  a  settlement,  t}ie  p00r’s 
shall  be  accounted  from  the  publication  of  a  notice  in  hook, 
writing,  which  he  or  she  shall  deliver,  of  the  house  of  his  oi¬ 
lier  abode,  and  the  number  of  his  or  her  family,  if  he  or 
she  have  any,  to  the  churchwarden  or  overseer  of  the  poor, 
which  said  notice  in  writing  the  said  churchwarden  or  overseer 
of  the  poor  is  or  are  hereby  required  to  read,  or  cause  to  be 
read  publicly,  immediately  after  divine  service,  in  the  church 
or  chapel  of  the  said  parish  or  town,  on  the  next  Lord's 
day,  when  there  shall  be  divine  service  in  the  same ;  and 
the  said  churchwarden  or  overseer  of  the  poor  is  or  are 
hereby  required  to  register,  or  cause  to  be  registered  the 
said  notice  in  writing  in  the  book  kept  for  the  poor’s  account. 

IV.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  no  soldier,  No  soldiers, 
seaman,  shipwright,  or  other  artificer  or  workman  employed 
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in  Their  Majesties’  service,  shall  have  any  settlement  in  any 
parish,  port  town,  or  other  town,  by  delivery  and  publica¬ 
tion  of  a  notice  in  writing  as  aforesaid,  unless  the  same  be 
after  the  dismission  of  such  person  out  of  Their  Majesties’ 
service. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  churchwarden 
or  overseer  of  the  poor  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  read,  or 
cause  to  be  read,  such  notice  in  writing  as  aforesaid,  in  such 
manner,  place,  and  time  as  aforesaid,  he  or  they  for  every 
such  offence  (upon  proof  thereof  by  two  credible  witnesses 
upon  oath,  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  same 
comity,  riding,  or  division,  city,  or  town  corporate,  where 
complaint  thereof  shall  be  made)  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of 
forty  shillings  to  the  use  of  the  party  grieved,  to  be  levied 
by  distress  and  sale  of  the  offender  or  offenders’  goods,  by 
warrant  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  any  justice  of  the  peace 
within  the  said  jurisdiction  respectively,  to  the  constable  of 
the  parish  or  town  where  such  offender  or  offenders  dwell, 
the  overplus,  if  any  be,  to  be  returned  to  the  owner  or 
owners,  and  for  want  of  such  sufficient  distress,  the  said 
justice  shall  commit  him  or  them  to  the  common  gaol  of  the 
said  county,  city,  or  town  corporate,  there  to  remain  without 
bail  or  mainprize  for  the  space  of  one  month ;  and  if  any 
churchwarden  or  overseer  of  the  poor  shall  refuse  or  neglect 
to  register,  or  cause  to  be  registered,  such  notice  in  writing 
as  aforesaid,  he  or  they  so  offending,  upon  the  like  con¬ 
viction,  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  forty  shillings  to  the  use  of 
the  poor  of  the  parish  or  town  where  such  offender  or 
offenders  dwell,  to  be  levied  as  aforesaid,  the  overplus,  if 
any  be,  to  be  returned  to  the  owner  or  owners,  and  for  want 
of  such  sufficient  distress,  then  the  said  justice  shall  com¬ 
mit  such  offender  or  offenders  as  aforesaid,  for  the  time 
aforesaid. 

VI.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  if  any 
person,  who  shall  come  to  inhabit  in  any  town  or  parish, 
shall  for  himself  and  on  his  own  account  execute  any  public 
annual  office  or  charge  in  the  said  town  or  parish,  during 
one  whole  year,  or  shall  be  charged  with  and  pay  his  share 
towards  the  public  taxes  or  levies  of  the  said  town  or  parish, 
then  he  shall  be  adjudged  and  deemed  to  have  a  legal  set¬ 
tlement  in  the  same,  though  no  such  notice  in  writing  be 
delivered  and  published,  as  is  hereby  before  required. 

14  '  VII.  And 
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VII.  And  it  is  hereby  farther  enacted,  That  if  any  un-  Service  for  a 
married  person,  not  having  child  or  children,  shall  be  law- 

fully  hired  into  any  parish  or  town  for  one  year,  such  w.'fe  or  child, 
service  shall  be  adjudged  and  deemed  a  good  settlement  settlement, 
therein,  though  no  such  notice  in  writing  be  delivered  and 
published,  as  is  herein  before  required. 

VIII.  And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted,  That  if  any  per-  Apprentice- 
Son  shall  be  bound  an  apprentice  by  indenture,  and  inhabit  settle" 
in  any  town  or  parish,  such  binding  and  inhabitation  shall 

be  adjudged  a  good  settlement,  though  no  such  notice  in 
writing  be  delivered  and  published  as  aforesaid. 

IX.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  hereby  enacted,  That  if  Appeal  from 
any  person  or  persons  shall  find  him,  her,  or  themselves  ^^0 
aggrieved  by  any  determination,  which  any  justice  or  jus-  quarter  ses- 
tices  of  the  peace' shall  make  in  any  of  the  cases  abovesaid,  q™** 

the  said  person  or  persons  shall  have  liberty  to  appeal  to  the  be  final, 
next  general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace,  to  be  held  for 
the  said  county,  riding,  or  division,  city,  or  town  corporate, 
who  upon  full  hearing  of  the  said  appeal  shall  have  full 
power  finally  to  determine  the  same. 

X.  And.be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  be  re-  Churchwar- 
moved  by  virtue  of  this  act  from  one  county,  riding,  city,  a'per-" 
town  corporate,  or  liberty  to  another,  by  warrant  under  the  >on  removed 
hands  and  seals  of  two  justices  of  the  peace,  the  church-  ^  two'jus-* 
wardens  or  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  said  parish  or  town,  tires  of 

to  which  the  said  person  shall  be  so  removed,  are  hereby 
required  to  receive  the  said  person,  and  if  he  or  they  shall 
refuse  so  to  do,  he  or  they  so  refusing  or  neglecting  (upon 
proof  thereof  by  two  credible  witnesses  upon  oath  before 
any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  riding,  city,  or  town 
corporate,  to  which  the  said  person  shall  be  so  removed) 
shall  forfeit  for  each  offence  the  sum  of  five  pounds,  to  the 
use  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  or  town  from  which  the  said 
person  was  removed,  to  be  levied  by  distress  and  sale  of  the 
offender  or  offenders’  goods,  by  warrant  under  the  hand  and 
seal  of  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  riding,  city,  or 
town  corporate,  to  which  such  person  was  removed,  to  the 
constable  of  the  parish  or  town  where  such  offender  or 
offenders  dwell ;  which  warrant  the  said  justice  is  hereby 
impowered  and  required  to  make ;  the  overplus,  if  any  be, 
to  be  returned  to  the  owner  or  owners ;  and  for  want  of 
such  sufficient  distress,  then  the  said  justice  shall  commit 

the 
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the  said  offender  or  offenders  to  the  common  gaol  of  the 
said  county,  riding,  city,  or  town  corporate,  or  liberty,  there 
to  remain  without  bail  or  mainprize  for  the  space  of  forty 
days.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  hereby  enacted,  That  all 
such  persons  who  think  themselves  aggrieved  with  any  such 
judgment  of  the  said  two  justices  may  appeal  to  the  next 
general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  to  be  held  for  the 
comity,  riding,  city,  town  corporate,  or  liberty,  from  which 
the  said  person  was  so  removed. 

XI.  “  And  whereas  many  inconveniences  do  daily  arise 
in  cities,  towns  corporate,  and  parishes,  where  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  are  very  numerous,  by  reason  of  the  unlimited  power 
of  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor,  who  do  fre-. 
quently,  upon  frivolous  pretences  (but  chiefly  for  their 
own  private  ends),  give  relief  to  what  persons  and  num¬ 
ber  they  think  fit ;  and  such  persons,  being  entered  into  the 
collection  bill,  do  become  after  that  a  great  charge  to  the 
parish,  notwithstanding  the  occasion  or  pretence  of  their 
receiving  collection  oftentimes  ceases,  by  which  means  the 
rates  of  the  poor  are  daily  increased,  contrary  to  the  true 
intent  of  a  statute  made  in  the  forty^third  year  of  the  reigti 
of  Her  Majesty  Queen  Elizabeth ,  intituled,  “  An  Act  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor  for  remedying  of  which,  and  preventing 
the  like  abuses  for  the  future,  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  March,  there  shall  be  pro¬ 
vided  and  kept  in  every  parish  (at  the  charge  of  the  same 
parish),  a  book  or  books,  wherein  the  names  of  all  such 
persons  who  do  or  may  receive  collection  shall  be  registered, 
with  the  day  and  year  when  they  were  first  admitted  to  have 
relief,  and  the  occasion  which  brought  them  under  that 
necessity:  and  that  yearly  in  Easter  week  (or  as  often  as  it 
shall  be  thought  convenient)  the  parishioners  of  every  parish 
shall  meet  in  their  vestry,  or  other  usual  place  of  meeting  in 
the  same  parish,  before  whom  the  said  book  shall  be  pro¬ 
duced,  and  all  persons  receiving  collection  to  be  called  over, 
and  the  reasons  of  their  taking  relief  examined,  and  a  new 
list  made  and  entered,  of  such  persons  as  they  shall  think  fit 
and  allow  to  receive  collection,  and  that  no  other  person  be 
allowed  to  have  or  receive  collection  at  the  charge  of  the 
said  parish,  but  by  authority  under  the  hand  of  one  justice 
of  peace  residing  within  such  parish,  or  (if  none  be  there 
dwelling)  in  the  parts  ijear  or  next  adjoining,  or  by  order  of 
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the  justices  in  their  respective  quarter  sessions,  except  in 
cases  of  pestilential  diseases,  plague,  or  small-pox,  for  and 
in  respect  of  such  families  only  as  are  or  shall  be  therewith 
infected. 

XII.  “  And  whereas  many  churchwardens  and  overseers  of 
the  poor,  and  other  persons  intrusted  to  receive  collections 
for  the  poor,  and  other  public  monies  relating  to  the  churches 
and  parishes  whereunto  they  do  belong,  do  often  mispend  the 
said  monies,  and  take  the  same  to  their  own  use,  to  the  great 
prejudice  of  such  parishes,  and  the  poor  and  other  inhabit¬ 
ants  thereof;  and  because  that  many  times  the  judges,  when 
actions  are  brought  against  sugIi  churchwardens  and  over¬ 
seers  to  recover  the  monies  so  mispent,  taken,  or  misapplied 
by  the  persons  aforesaid,  refuse  to  admit  the  parishioners  to 
be  witnesses  in  such  cases,  who  are  the  only  persons  that  can 
make  proof  thereof wherefore,  to  prevent  all  such  evil  and 
deceitful  practices  of  churchwardens  and  overseers,  and  other 
persons,  be  it  enacted  and  declared,  That  in  all  actions  to  be 
brought  in  their  Majesty’s  courts  of  record  at  Westminster ,  or 
at  the  assizes,  for  the  recovery  of  any  sum  or  sums  of  money 
so  mispent  or  taken  by  churchwardens  or  overseers  of  the 
poor,  the  evidence  of  the  parishioners,  or  any  of  them,  other 
than  of  such  as  receive  alms,  or  any  pension  or  gift  out  of 
such  collections  or  public  monies  of  such  parish  or  parishes 
respectively,  whereof  the  defendant  or  defendants  is  or  are 
inhabitant  or  inhabitants,  shall  be  taken  and  admitted  in  all 
such  cases  in  the  courts  aforesaid  ;  any  custom,  rule,  order, 
or  usage  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
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An  Act  for  supplying  fome  Defects  in  the  Laws  for  the 
Relief  of  the  Poor  of  this  Kingdom . 

* 

“  TTORASMUCH  as  many  poor  persons  chargeable  to  the  That  this 
A-  parish,  township,  or  place  where  they  live,  merely  for 
want  of  work,  would  in  any  other  place  where  sufficient  em-  as  tf  the  8th 
ployment  is  to  be  had,  maintain  themselves  and  families,  with-  W'  °fthi 
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out  being  burthensome  to  any  parish,  township,  or  place,  bu? 
not  being  able  to  give  such  security  as  will  or  may  be  expect¬ 
ed  and  required  upon  their  coming  to  settle  themselves  in  any 
ether  place ;  and  the  certificates  that  have  been  usually  given 
in  such  cases  having  been  oftentimes  construed  into  a  notice 
in  handwriting,  they  are  for  the  most  part  confined  to  live  in 
their  own  parishes,  townships,  or  places,  and  not  permitted  to 
inhabit  elsewhere,  though  their  labour  is  wanted  in  many 
other  places,  where  the  increase  of  manufactures  would  em¬ 
ploy  more  hands Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  King’s 
most  excellent  majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  the  commons,  in  this 
present  parliament  assembled,  That  if  any  person  or  persons 
whatsoever,  that  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  May,  wluchshail 
be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  six  hundred  ninety- 
seven,  shall  come  into  any  parish  or  other  place  there  to  in¬ 
habit  and  reside,  shall  at  the  same  time  procure,  bring,  and 
deliver  to  the  churchwardens  or  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the 
parish  or  place  where  any  such  person  shall  come  to  inhabit, 
or  to  any  or  either  of  them,  a  certificate  under  the  hands  and 
seals  of  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  any 
other  parish,  township,  or  place,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
or  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of 
any  other  place  where  there  are  no  churchwardens,  to  be  at¬ 
tested  respectively  by  two  or  more  credible  witnesses,  thereby 
owning  and  acknowledging  the  person  or  persons  mentioned 
in  the  said  certificate  to  be  an  inhabitant  or  inhabitants  legally 
settled  in  that  parish,  township,  or  place,  every  such  certi¬ 
ficate,  having  been  allowed  of  and  subscribed  by  two  or  more 
of  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  city,  liberty,  bo¬ 
rough,  or  town  corporate,  wherein  the  parish  or  place,  from 
whence  any  such  certificate  shall  come,  doth  lie,  shall  oblige 
tho  said  parish  or  place  to  receive  and  provide  for  the  per¬ 
son  mentioned  in  the  said  certificate,  together  with  his  or  her 
family,  as  inhabitants  of  that  parish,  whenever  he,  she,  or 
they  shall  happen  to  become  chargeable  to,  or  be  forced  to 
ask  relief  of  the  parish,  township,  or  place  to  which  such  cer¬ 
tificate  was  given  ;  and  then,  and  not  before,  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  any  such  person,  and  his  or  her  children,  though 
born  in  that  parish,  not  having  otherwise  acquired  a  legal 
settlement  there,  to  be  removed,  conveyed,  and  settled,  in.  the 
parish  or  place  from  whence  such  certificate  was  brought. 

II.  And 
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ll.  And  to  the  end  that  the  money  raised  only  for  the  re¬ 
lief  of  such  as  are  as  well  impotent  as  poor,  may  not  be  mis-  .  -V 

applied  and  consumed  by  the  idle,  sturdy,  and  disorderly 
beggars ;  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

That  every  such  person  as  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  > Sep-  Persons  re- 
tember,  one  thousand  six  hundred  ninety-seven,  shall  be  upon 
the  collection,  and  receive  relief  of  any  parish  or  place,  and  badge  on  the 
the  wife  and  children  of  any  such  person  cohabiting  in  the 
same  house  (such  child  only  excepted,  as  shall  be  by  the  sieeve. 
churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  permitted  to  live  at 
home,  in  order  to  have  the  care  of  and  attend  an  impotent  and 
helpless  parent)  shall,  upon  the  shoulder  of  the  right  sleeve  of 
the  uppermost  garment  of  every  such  person,  in  an  open  and 
visible  manner,  wear  such  badge  or  mark  as  is  hereinafter  men- 
tioned  and  expressed,  that  is  to  say,  a  large  Roman  F.  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  first  letter  of  the  name  of  the  parish  or  place 
whereof  such  poor  person  is  an  inhabitant,  cut  either  in  red 
or  blue  cloth,  ashy  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the 
poor  it  shall  be  directed  and  appointed  ;  and  if  any  such  poor  * 
person  shall  at  any  time  neglect  or  refuse  to  wear  such  badge  weai  tho 
or  mark  as  aforesaid,  and  in  manner  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  and  badge, 
may  be  lawful  for  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  city, 
liberty,  or  town  corporate,  where  such  offence  shall  be 
committed,  upon  complaint  to  him  for  that  purpose  to  be 
made,  to  punish  every  such  offender  for  every  such  offence* 
either  by  ordering  of  his  or  her  relief  or  usual  allowance  on  the 
collection  to  be  abridged,  suspended  or  withdrawn,  or  other¬ 
wise  by  committing  of  any  such  offender  to  the  house  of  cor¬ 
rection,  there  to  be  whipt  and  kept  to  hard  labour,  for  any 
number  of  days  not  exceeding  one-and-twenty,  as  to  the  said 
justice  in  his  discretion  it  shall  seem  most  meet ;  and  if  any  penalty  on 

such  churchwarden  or  overseer  of  the  poor,  from  and  after  churchwar- 

<Jen,&c.  re- 

the  said  first  day  of  September,  shall  relieve  any  such  poor  per-  iieving  poor 
son  not  having  and  wearing  such  badge  or  mark  as  aforesaid,  persons  not^ 
being  thereof  convicted,  upon  the  'oath  of  one  or  more  ere-  badge"8 
dible  witness  or  witnesses,  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of 
the  county,  city,  liberty,  or  town  corporate,  where  any  such 
offence  shall  be  committed,  shall  forfeit  for  every  such  offence 
the  stim  of  twenty  shillings,  to  be  levied  by  distress  and  sale  of 
the  goods  of  every  such  offender j  by  warrant  under  the  hand 
and  seal -of  any  such  justice,  one  moiety  thereof  to  be  to  the 
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use  of  the  informer,  and  the  other  to  the  poor  of  the  parish 
where  the  offence  shall  be  committed, 

III.  And  for  the  more  effectual  preventing  of  vexatious 
removals  and  frivolous  appeals,  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  any 
county  or  riding,  in  their  general  or  quarter  sessions  of  the 
peace,  upon  any  appeal  before  them  there  to  be  had,  for  and 
concerning  the  settlement  of  any  poor  person,  or  upon  any 
proof  before  them  there  to  be  made,  of  notice  of  any  such 
appeal  to  have  been  given  by  the  proper  officer  to  the  church¬ 
wardens  or  overseers  of  the  poor  of  any  parish  or  place 
(though  they  did  not  afterwards  prosecute  such  appeal)  shall, 
at  the  same  quarter  sessions,  award  and  order  to  the  party 
for  whom  and  in  whose  behalf  such  appeal  shall  be  determined, 
or  to  whom  such  notice  did  appear  to  have  been  given,  as 
aforesaid,  such  costs  and  charges  in  the  law,  as  by  the  said 
justices  in  their  discretion  shall  be  thought  most  reasonable 
and  just,  to  be  paid  by  the  churchwardens,  overseers  of  the 
poor,  or  any  other  person,  against  whom  such  appeal  shall 
be  determined,  or  by  the  person  that  did  give  such  notice,  as 
aforesaid  ;  and  if  the  person  ordered  to  pay  such  costs  shall 
happen  to  live  in  any  county,  riding,  city,  or  town  corporate, 
or  elsewhere,  out  of  thp  .jurisdiction  of  the  said  court,  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county, 
riding,  city,  liberty,  or  town  corporate,  wherein  such  person 
shall  .inhabit,  and  every  such  justice  is  hereby  required,  upon 
request  to  him  for  that  purpose  to  be  made,  and  a  true  copy 
of  the  order  for  the  payment  jof  such  costs  produced,  and 
proved  by  some  credible  witness  upon  oath,  by  warrant  under 
his  hand  and  seal,  to  cause  the  money  mentioned  in  that 
order  to  be  levied  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  of  the 
person  that  is  ordered  and  ought  to  pay  the  same  ;  and  if  no 
such  distress  can  or  may  be  had,  to  commit  such  person  to 
the  common  gaol  of  that  county  or  liberty,  there  to  remain 
by  the  space  of  twenty  days. 

IV.  “  And  whereas  some  doubts  have  arisen  touching  the 
settlement  of  unmarried  persons  not  having  child  or  children, 
lawfully  hired  into  any  parish  or  town  for  one  year;’'  Be  it 
therefore  enacted  and  declared  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  no  such  person  so  hired  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  adjudged 
or  deemed  to  have  a  good  settlement  in  any  such  parish  or 

township. 
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township,  unless  such  person  shall  continue  and  abide  in  the 
same  service  during  the  space  of  one  whole  year. 

V.  “  And  whereas  by  an  act  made  in  the  three-and-fortieth 
year  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  intitled  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor,  it  is  amongst  other  things  enacted,  That  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the 
poor  of  any  parish,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  by  the  assent 
of  two  justices  of  the  peace,  whereof  one  to  be  of  the  quorum , 
to  bind  poor  children  apprentices,  where  they  shall  see  con¬ 
venient;  but  there  being  doubts  whether  the  persons  to  whom 
such  children  are  to  be  bound,  are  compellable  to  receive 
such  children  as  apprentices,  that  law  hath  failed  of  its  due 
execution Be  it  therefore  enacted  and  declared  by  the  au¬ 
thority  aforesaid,  That  where  any  poor  children  shall  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  be  bound  apprentices  pursuant  to  the  said  act,  the 
person  or  persons  to  whom  they  are  so  appointed  to  be  bound, 
shall  receive  and  provide  for  them,  according  to  the  inden¬ 
ture  signed  and  confirmed  by  the  two  justices  of  the  peace, 
and  also  execute  the  other  part  of  the  said  indentures ;  and 
if  he  or  she  shall  refuse  so  to  do,  oath  being  thereof  made  by 
one  of  the  churchwardens  or  overseers  of  the  poor,  before 
any  two  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  that  county,  liberty, 
or  riding,  he  or  she  for  every  such  offence,  shall  forfeit  the 
sum  of  ten  pounds,  to  be  levied  by  distress  and  sale  of  the 
goods  of  any  such  offender,  by  warrant  under  the  hands  and 
seals  of  the  said  justices,  the  same  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of 
the  poor  of  that  parish  or  place  where  such  offence  was  com¬ 
mitted;  saving  always  to  the  person,  to  whom  any  poor 
child  shall  be  appointed  to  be  bound  an  apprentice,  as  afore¬ 
said,  if  he  or  she  shall  think  themselves  aggrieved  thereby, 
his  or  her  appeal  to  the  next  general  or  quarter  sessions  of 
the  peace  for  that  county  or  riding,  whose  order  therein  shall 
be  final,  and  conclude  all  parties. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  May,  one  thousand  six 

•hundred  ninety-seven,  the  appeal  against  any  order  for  the 
removal  of  any  poor  person  from  out  of  any  parish,  township, 
or  place,  shall  be  had,  prosecuted  and  determined,  at  the  ge¬ 
neral  or  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  county,  division, 
or  riding,  wherein  the  parish,  township,  or  place  from  whence 
such  poor  person  shall  be  removed  doth  lie,  and  not  elsewhere, 
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any  former  law  or  statute  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wise 
notwithstanding. 

VII.  Provided  always,  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained 
shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  make  void  any 
promise  or  engagement  already  made  by  the  churchwardens 
or  overseers  of  the  poor  of  any  parish,  township,  or  place,  to 
receive  and  take  back  any  persons,  in  case  they  should  become 
poor,  or  want  relief. 

VIII.  Provided  that  this  act,  nor  any  thing  therein  con¬ 
tained,  shall  be  construed  to  hinder  the  justices  of  the  peace 


the  peace  W1thm  the  liberty  of  Saint  Alban  s ,  from  hearing  and  deter- 
St.  Alban's  ^  .  A  „  ,  ,  „  ,  °  .  ,  . 

from  hear-  mining  any  appeals  fc<r  the  settlement  or  the  poor  m  their 

ir.g  appeals  quarter  sessions,  as  they  might  have  done  before  the  making 

act5  any  thing  therein  contained  to  the  contrary  in  any 

By  9.  g.  J.  wise  notwithstanding. 

c.  7.  s.  7.  The  like  p  revision  is  made  for  the  borough  of  Si.  Peter  and  hundred  of  Nassau 
Borough  in  Northamptonshire. 


-  M  :  [9&10  Will.  III.  Cap.  11.] 

rfin-ff  ;l  i ••  ?  .  V.v>.  .  *  ...  . 

An  Act  for  explaining  an  Act  made  the  last  Session  of 
Parliament ,  intituled  “  An  Act  for  supplying  some  De¬ 
fects  in  the  Lams  for  the  llelief  of  the  Poor  of  tins 
Kingdom.” 

8^9  w  ill.  <l  TXT  HERE  AS  in  and  by  a  certain  act  made  in  the  last 
c-  3°*  ▼  *  session  of  this  present  parliament,  intituled,  Ah  act 

for  supplying  some  defects  in  the  lares  for  the  relief  of  the  poor 
of  this  kingdom,  it  was  amongst  other  things  therein  con¬ 
tained,  enacted,  That  if  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever, 
that  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  six  hundred  ninety-seven,  shall  coiiie  into 
any  parish  or  other  place,  there  to  inhabit  and  reside*,  Should 
•  at  the  same  time*  procure,  bring,  and  deliver  to"  thi'  church¬ 
wardens,  or  overseers  of  the  poor  of  tire1  parish'  dr  place 
where  any  such  person  should  come  to  inhabit,  or  to  any  or 
either  of  them,  a  certificate  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  the 
churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  any  other  parish, 
township,  or  place,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  or  under  the 

1 1  hands 
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hands  and  seeds  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  any  other  place 
where  there  are  no  churchwardens,  to  be  attested  respectively 
by  two  or  more  credible  witnesses,  thereby  owning  and  ac¬ 
knowledging  the  person  or  persons,  mentioned  in  the  said 
certificate,  to  be  an  inhabitant  or  inhabitants  legally  settled 
in  that  parish,  township,  or  place;  every  such  certificate, 
having  been  allowed  of  and  subscribed  by  two  or  more,  of  the 
justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  city,  liberty,  borough,  or 
town  corporate,  wherein  the  parish  or  place  from  whence  any 
such  certificate  shall  come  cloth  lie,  shall  oblige  the  said  parish 
or  place  to  receive  and  provide  for  the  person  mentioned  in 
the  certificate,  with  his  dr  her  family,  as  inhabitants  of  that 
parish,  whenever  he,  she,  or  they  shall  happen  to  become 
chargeable  to,  or  be  forced  to  ask  relief  of,  the  parish,  town¬ 
ship,  or  place,  to  which  such  certificate  was  given ;  and  that 
then,  and  not  before,  it  should  and  might  be  lawful  for  any 
such  person,  and  his  or  her  children,  though  born  in  that 
parish,  not  having  otherwise  acquired  a  legal  settlement  there, 
to  be  removed,  conveyed,  and  settled  in  the  parish  or  place 
from  whence  such  certificate  was  brought :  And  whereas 
some  doubts  have  arisen  upon  construction  of  the  said  act, 
by  what  acts  any  person  coining  to  inhabit  or  reside  within 
lany  parish;  by  virtue 'bf  any  such  certificate,  as  aforesaid,  may 
procure  a  legal  settlement  in  such  parish,  and  whether  such 
certificate  did  not  amount  to  a  notice  in  writing,  in  order  to 
gain  a  settlement  for  explaining  thereof  and  of  the  said 
act,  be  it  therefore  enacted  and  declared  by  the  King’s 
anosbexcelient.  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  pre-  No  person 
sent  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  fdjuc1Sed  to 

'  1  J  i  i  n  .  have  a  legal 

.  That  no  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  who  shall  come  into  settlement 
any  parish,  by  any  such  certificate  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  ad-  many  parish, 

v  ttqJgjS  life 

judged  by  any  act  whatsoever  to  have  procured  a  legal  settle-  lease-a  tent> 
ment  in  such  parish,  unless  he  or  they  shall  really  and  Iona  menr  of  iol. 
jfcte  take  a  lease  of  a  tenement  of  the  value  of  ten  pounds,  ^ca™‘  or 
-or  shall  execute  some  annual  office  in  such  parish,  being  some  parish 
legally  placed  in  such  office. 


vne  O'; 
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[2  &  3  Annas.!  Cap.  6.J 

An  Act  for  the  Increase  of  Seamen ,  and  better  Encourage? 
ment  of  Navigation ,  and  Security  of  the  CgoI  Trade. 

“  II  THERE  AS  the  giving  due  encouragement  to  such  of 
*  v  the  youth  of  this  kingdom,  as  shall  voluntarily  betake 
themselves  to  the  sea  service,  and  practice  of  navigation,  and 
obliging  others,  who,  by  reason  of  their  own  or  their  parents’ 
poverty,  are  destitute  of  employment,  or  any  lawful  means 
whereby  to  maintain  themselves,  may  greatly  tend  to  the  in¬ 
crease  of  able  and  experienced  mariners  and  seamen,  for  the 
service  of  Her  Majesty’s  royal  navy,  and  for  the  carrying  on 
the  trade  and  commerce  of  this  kingdom  ;'7  Be  it  therefore  en¬ 
acted  by  the  Queen’s  most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and 
commons,  in  this  present  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  five-and-twen- 
tieth  day  of  March ,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  four,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and 
for  two  or  more  justices  of  the  peace,  in  their  several  and  re¬ 
spective  counties,  ridings,  or  divisions,  as  also  to  and  for  all 
mayors,  aldermen,  bailiffs,  and  other  chief  officers  and  ma¬ 
gistrates  of  any  city,  borough,  or  town  corporate,  within  Her 
Majesty’s  kingdom  of  England ,  dominion  of  Wales ,  and  town 
of  Berwick-upon-  Tweed,  and  likewise  to  and  for  the  church¬ 
wardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  (for  the  time  being)  of  the 
several  and  respective  parishes  within  the  places  aforesaid,  by 
and  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  such  justices  of  the 
peace,  mayors,  aldermen,  bailiffs,  or  other  the  chief  officers 
or  magistrates  aforesaid,  to  bind  and  put  out  any  boy  or  boys, 
w  ho  is,  are,  or  shall  be  of  the  age  of  ten  years,  or  upwards,  or 
who  is,  are,  or  shall  be  chargeable,  or  whose  parents  are  or 
shall  become  chargeable  to  the  respective  parish  or  parishes 
wherein  they  inhabit,  or  who  shall  beg  for  alms,  to  be  ap¬ 
prentice  and  apprentices  to  the  sea  service,  to  any  of  Her  Ma¬ 
jesty’s  subjects,  being  masters  or  owners  of  any  ship  or  vessel 
used  in  sea  service,  and  belonging  to  any  port  or  ports  within 
the  kingdom  of  England ,  dominion  of  Wales ,  or  town  of 
Berwick-upon-Tweed  aforesaid,  for  so  long  time,  and  until 
•  15  such 
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such  boys  shall  respectively  attain  or  come  to  the  age  of  one- 
and-twenty  years  ;  and  such  binding  out  any  such  apprentice 
shall  be  as  effectual  in  the  law,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as 
if  such  boy  were  of  full  age,  and  by  indenture  had  bound  him¬ 
self  an  apprentice  :  and  to  the  end  that  the  time  of  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  service  of  such  apprentice  or  apprentices  may 
the  more  plainly  and  certainly  appear,  the  age  of  every  such 
boy,  so  to  be  bound  apprentice,  shall  be  mentioned  and  in¬ 
serted  in  his  indentures,  being  taken  truly  from  a  copy  of  the 
entry  in  the  register  book,  wherein  the  time  of  his  being  bap¬ 
tized  is  or  shall  be  entered  (where  the  same  can  or  maybe 
had)  which  copy  shall  be  given  and  attested  by  the  minister, 
vicar,  or  curate  of  such  parish  or  parishes,  wherein  such  boy’s 
baptism  shall  be  registered,  without  fee  or  reward,  and  may 
be  writ  upon  paper  or  parchment,  without  any  stamp  or  mark ; 
and  where  no  such  entry  of  such  boy’s  being  baptized  can  be 
found,  two  or  more  of  such  justices  of  the  peace,  and  such 
mayors,  aldermen,  bailiffs  or  other  chief  officers  shall,  as 
fully  as  they  can,  inform  themselves  of  such  boy’s  age,  and 
from  such  information  shall  insert  the  same  in  the  said  inden¬ 
tures  ;  and  the  age  of  such  boy  so  inserted  and  mentioned  in 
the  said  indentures  ( in  relation  to  the  continuance  of  his  ser¬ 
vice  )  shall  be  taken  to  be  his  true  age,  without  any  further 
proof  thereof. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  for  the 
time  being,  of  the  several  and  respective  parishes,  from 
whence  any  such  boy  shall  be  bound  apprentice  to  the  said 
service,  as  aforesaid,  shall  pay  down  to  such  master,  to  whom 
the  boy  is  bound,  at  the  time  of  his  binding,  the  sum  of  fifty 
shillings,  to  provide  necessary  clothing  and  bedding  for  sea 
service,  for  such  boy ;  and  the  charges  by  this  act  appointed 
shall  be  allowed  to  the  said  churchwardens  and  overseers  on 
their  accounts. 

III.  “  And  whereas  in  many  large  parishes  within  this 
realm,  there  are  several  townships  or  villages,  and  over¬ 
seers  of  the  poor  are  chosen  and  appointed  within  and  for 
each  such  township  or  village  respectively;”  Be  it  therefore 
enacted,  That  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  every  such  town¬ 
ship  or  village  shall  and  may,  from  time  to  time,  within 
every  such  township  or  village,  do,  perform,  and  execute  all 
and  every  the  acts,  powers,  and  authorities  hereby  enacted 

or 


Boy’s  age  to 
be  inserted 
in  bis  inden¬ 
ture,  &  c. 
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or  directed  to  be  done,  performed,  or  executed  by  the  church¬ 
wardens  or  overseers  of  the  poor  of  a  parish;  any  thing 
herein  contained  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  no  such  apprentice  or  apprentices  shall  be  compelled, 
or  impressed,  or  permitted  or  suffered  to  list  or  enter  him  or 
themselves  into  Her  Majesty’s  service  at  sea,  or  into  the  sea 
service  of  Her  Majesty’s  heirs  or  successors,  till  such  ap¬ 
prentice  or  apprentices  respectively  arrive  to  the  age  oi 
eighteen  years.  ' 

V.  .And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  -the  churchwardens 
and  overseers  of  the  parish,  out  of  which  any  such  boy  shall 
be  bound  an  apprentice,  shall  send  the  said  indentures  to 
the  collector  of  Her  Majesty's  customs,  residing  at  or  be¬ 
longing  to  any  port  or  ports  within  this  kingdom  of  England , 
dominion  of  Wales ,  and  town  of  Bermck-upan- Tweed, 
whereunto  such  masters  or  owners  of  ships  or  vessels,  to 
whom  such  apprentice  or  apprentices  shall  be  hound,  do  or 
may  belong ;  who  shall,  in  a  fair  book  or  books  to  be  by 
him  kept  for  that  purpose,  from  time  to  time,  fairly  enter  all 
and  every  indenture  and  indentures,  whereby  such  appren¬ 
tice  and  apprentices  shall  be  bound,  and  which  shall  be  so 
sent  unto  him,  and  shall  make  an  indorsement  upon  the  said 
indentures  of  the  registry  thereof,  subscribed  by  the  said 
collector,  without  taking  any  fee  or  other  reward  for  the 
same:  and  every  such  collector  neglecting  or  refusing  to 
enter  such  indentures,  and  indorse  the  same,  or  making  false 
entries,  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  pounds  for  the  use  of  the 
poor  of  the  parish,  from  whence  such  boy  was  bound  appren¬ 
tice  ;  and  all  and  every  such  collector  or  collectors,  or  his  or 
their  lawful  deputy  or  deputies,  of  the  said  several  and 
respective  ports,  shall  from  time  to  time  transmit  certificates 
in  writing,  under  his  or  their  hands,  to  the  lord  high  admiral 
of  England,  or  to  the  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  for 
the  time  being,  containing  the  names  and  ages  of  every  such 
apprentice  respectively*  and  to  what  ship  he  belongs;  and 
upon  receipt  of  such  certificates,  protections  shall,  from  time 
to  time,  be  made  and  given- for  such;  apprentices,  till  they 
attain  their  several  and  respective  ages  of  eighteen  years, 
without  any  fee  or  reward  to  be  taken  for  the  same;  which 
certificates,  so  as  aforesaid  to  be  given,  are  not  required  to 
be  writ  upon  stampt  paper  or  parchment 

-  >  "  '  VI.  And 
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VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

That  all  and  every  the  person  and  persons,  to  whom  any  poor 
parish  boy  hath  been,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  put  apprentice, 
according  to  the  statute'  made  in  the  forty-third  year  of  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  may.  With  the  consent  and  appro¬ 
bation  Of  two  or  more  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  same 
courity,  and  dwelling  in  or  near  the  same  parish  where  such 
poor  boy  was  bound  apprentice,  or  by  and  with  the  consent 
and  approbation  of  any  mayor,  alderman,  bailiff,  or  other 
chief  officer  or  magistrate  of  any  city,  borough,  or  town 
corporate,  where  such  poor  boy  was  bound  apprentice,  at 
the  request  of  the  master  or  mistress,  then  living,  of  such 
apprentices,  or  his  or  their  executors,  administrators,  or 
assigns,  by  indenture,  assign  and  turn  over  such  poor  boy 
apprentice  to  any  master  or  owner  of  any  such  ship  or  vessel, 
using  the  sea  service,  as  aforesaid,  for  and  during  the  then 
remaining  time  of  his  apprenticeship ;  which  assignment  and 
assignments  of  such  apprentices,  so  as  aforesaid,  shall  be, 
and  are  hereby  declared  to  be  good  and  effectual  in  the  law; 
all  which  indentures  of  assignment  are  hereby  directed  to  be 
registered,  and  certificates  thereof  given  and  transmitted  by 
such  collector,  at  the  said  several  ports  where  such  parish 
apprentices  Shall  be  so  assigned  over,  and  bound  to  the  sea 
service,  in  manner  and  form  aforesaid;  and  upon  receipt  of 
suck  certificates,  protections  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be 
made  and1  givfeipM^&Uch  apprentices  (So  to  be  assigned  over 
as  afofPs'ai<^)  ^tilf  thoy  shall  attain  their  several  and  respective 
ages  of  eighteeii  years,  without  fee  or  reward  for  the  same, 
in  like  lhanrtOr  as  aforesaid.  i 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  all  and  singular  such  poor  boys  as  are  hereinbefore 
mentioned,  or  intended  by  this  present  act  to  be  bound  and 
put  out,  and  such  as  shall  be  assigned  over  to  the  Sea  service 
as  aforesaid,  during  their  several  and  respective  apprentice- 
ships,  till  such  time  as  they  shall  attain  their  several  and 
respective  ages  of  eighteen  years,  shallbe,  and  are  hereby 
declared  to  be  exempted,  freed,  and  discharged  of  and 
from  payment'  of  sixpence  per  month  towards  the  better 
.supporting  of  Greenwich  hospital,  the  act  of  parliament  made 
in  the  seventh  and  eighth  years  of  the  reign  of  the  late  King 
Wiitittm  the  Third  (  of  glorious  memory  J  -  intituled,  An  act 

J'or  the  increase  and  eiicouragementyf  seamen ,  or  any  clause 
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in  the  same  act  contained  to  the  contrary  hereof  in  any  Wise 
notwithstanding. 

VIII.  “  And  for  the  better  providing  such  apprentices 
with  masters  for  the  said  service Be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  every  of  Her  Majesty’s 
subjects,  being  masters  or  owners  of  any  ship  or  ships,  vessel 
or  vessels,  used  in  the  sea  service  as  aforesaid,  of  the  bur¬ 
then  of  thirty  ton  to  the  burthen  of  fifty  ton,  be  obliged  to 
take  one  such  apprentice,  and  one  more  for  the  next  fifty 
ton,  and  one  more  for  each  and  every  hundred  ton,  such 
ship  or  vessel  shall  exceed  the  burthen  of  one  hundred  ton : 
and  such  master  or  owner  of  any  ship  or  vessel  refusing  to 
take  such  apprentice  or  apprentices  as  aforesaid,  shall  forfeit 
the  sum  of  ten  pounds  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  parish 
from  whence  such  boy  was  bound  apprentice. 

IX.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  master  or 
owner  of  such  ship  or  ships,  vessel  or  vessels,  so  obliged  to 
take  such  apprentice  or  apprentices,  after  his  arrival  into  any 
port  or  ports  aforesaid,  and  before  he  clears  out  of  such 
port,  shall  give  an  account  in  writing,  under  his  hand,  to 
the  collector  of  such  port  to  which  he  belongs,  containing 
the  names  and  number  of  such  apprentices  as  are  then 
remaining  in  his  service. 

X.  “  And  for  the  better  conveying  and  conducting  all 
and  every  such  apprentice  and  apprentices,  so  to  be  bound 
as  aforesaid,  to  his  and  their  respective  master  and  masters 
Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all 
and  every  such  apprentice  and  apprentices  shall,  from  time 
to  time,  be  severally  and  respectively  sent,  conducted,  and 
conveyed  to  the  several  and  respective  ports,  to  which  his 
or  their  master  shall  respectively  belong,  by  the  church¬ 
wardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor,  or  their  agents,  of  the 
parish  from  whence  such  apprentice  is  bound,  and  the 
charges  thereof  to  be  in  the  same  manner,  as  is  provided  by 
an  act  of  parliament  made  in  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  years 
of  the  reign  of  his  said  late  majesty  King  William  the  Third, 
intituled  “  An  act  for  the  more  effectual  punishment  of 
vagrants,  and  sending  them  whither  by  law  they  ought  to  be 
sent.” 

XI.  And  it  is  hereby  directed,  That  the  counterpart  of  all 
and  every  such  indentures,  to  be  executed  by  the  several 
and  respective  masters  of  all  such  apprentices,  shall  be 

sealed 
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sealed  and  executed  in  the  presence  of,  and  attested  by, 
the  collector  at  the  port  aforesaid  (where  such  apprentices 
shall  be  bound  or  assigned  over),  and  the  constable  or  other 
officer,  who  shall  bring  or  convey  such  apprentices  to  the 
said  several  and  respective  masters ;  which  constables  or 
officers  last  mentioned  shall  transmit  and  conve}''  the  coun¬ 
terparts  of  such  indentures  to  the  churchwardens  and  over¬ 
seers  of  the  several  parishes  from  whence  such  apprentices 
shall  be  bound,  by  the  same  ways  and  means  as  such  appren¬ 
tice  or  apprentices  were  conveyed  to  the  said  several  and 
respective  ports. 

XII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  two  or  more  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  respective 
counties,  and  dwelling  in  or  near  any  of  the  ports  aforesaid, 
and  all  mayors,  aldermen,  bailiffs,  and  other  chief  officers 
and  magistrates  of  any  city,  borough,  or  town  corporate,  in 
or  near  adjoining  to  such  port  or  ports,  to  which  such  ship 
or  vessel  shall  at  any  time  arrive,  shall  have  full  power  and 
authority,  and  are  hereby  authorized  and  impowered  to  in¬ 
quire  into  and  examine,  hear,  and  determine  all  complaints 
of  hard  or  ill  usage  from  the  several  and  respective  masters, 
to  such  their  apprentice  and  apprentices,  so  to  be  bound  or 
assigned  over,  as  aforesaid,  and  also  of  all  such  as  already 
have,  or  who  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  voluntarily  put 
themselves  apprentices  to  the  sea  service,  as  aforesaid,  and 
to  make  such  orders  therein,  as  now  they  are  enabled  by  law 
to  do  in  other  cases  between  masters  and  apprentices. 

XIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  every  such  collector  in  every  port  or  ports  aforesaid, 
shall,  in  their  several  and  respective  stations,  keep  an  exact 
register,  containing  as  well  the  number  and  burthen  of  all 
such  ships  and  vessels,  together  with  the  master’s  or  owners’ 
names,  as  also  the  names  of  such  apprentices  in  each  ship 
and  vessel  belonging  to  their  respective  ports,  and  from  what 
parishes  and  places  such  apprentices  were  respectively  sent ; 
and  that  such  collectors  shall  transmit  true  copies  of  such 
register,  signed  by  then},  to  the  quarter  sessions,  or  to  such 
cities,  boroughs,  towns  corporate,  parishes,  or  places,  when 
and  so  often  as  they  shall  be  reasonably  required  so  to  do  ; 
for  which  copy  or  copies,  so  to  be  transmitted  as  aforesaid, 
no  fee  or  reward  shall  be  taken :  and  that  every  such  col¬ 
lector  refusing  or  wilfully  neglecting  to  transmit  such  copies, 
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as  aforesaid,  shall,  for  every  such  refusal  or  neglect,  forfeit 
five  pounds,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  from  whence 
such  boy  was  bound  apprentice. 

XIV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  custom-house 
pfficer  or  officers,  at  each  and  every  of  the  ports  aforesaid, 
shall  insert,  and  are  hereby  required,  from  time  to  time,  to 
insert  at  the  bottom  of  their  cocquets,  the  number  of  men 
and  boys  on  board  the  respective  ships  or  vessels,  at  their 
going  out  of  every  such  port,  therein  particularly  describing 
the  apprentices  by  their  respective  names,  ages,  and  the 
dates  of  their  several  indentures,  for  which  no  fee  or  reward 
shall  be  taken. 

XV.  “  And  for  the  encouragement  of  such  as  have  or 
shall  voluntarily  bind  themselves  apprentices  to  the  sea  ser¬ 
vice  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  all  and  every  such  person  and  persons,  who  have  or 
shall  so  voluntarily,  and  of  his  or  their  own  accord,  bind  or 
put  him  or  themselves  apprentice  to  any  suqh  masters  or 
owners  of  any  ship  or  vessel  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  be  com¬ 
pelled  or  imprest  into  Her  Majesty’s  sea  service,  or  the  sea 
service  of  Her  Majesty’s  heirs  or  successors,  lor  and  during 
the  term  of  three  years,  to  bk  accounted  from  the  dates  of 
the  respective  indentures  of  such  voluntary  apprentice  or 
apprentices;  all  which  indentures  are  hereby  directed  to  be 
registered,  and  certificates  thereof  given  and  transmitted  by 
such  collector  at  the  said  several  ports,  where  such  appren¬ 
tices  already  have  become  so  bound,  or  that  hereafter  shall 
so  bind  themselves,  in  manner  and  form  as  aforesaid ;  upon 
receipt  of  which  said  several  certificates,  protections  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  be  made  and  given  for  the  said  first  three 
years  of  their  several  respective  apprenticeships,  without 
either  fee  or  reward  for  the  same. 

XVI.  “  And  forasmuch  as  divers  dissolute  and  idle  per¬ 
sons,  rogues,  vagabonds,  and  sturdy  beggars,  notwithstanding 
the  many  good  and  wholesome  laws  to  the  contrary,  do  con¬ 
tinue  to  wander  up  and  down,  pilfering  and  begging  through 
all  parts  of  this  kingdom,  to  the  great  disturbance  of  tilt* 
peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  realm  ;  for  the  more  effectually 
suppressing  such,  disorderly  persons,  and  to  the  end  that 
they  may  be  made  serviceable  and  beneficial  to  their  coun.- 
try  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
all  lewd  and  disorderly  men  servants,  and  every  such  person 
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and  persons,'  both  men  and  boys,  that  are  deemed  and  boys,deem- 
adjudged  rogues,  vagabonds,  and  sturdy  beggars,  (not  being  Jr3y"  * 
felons)  by  an  act  of  parliament  made  in  the  nine-and-thir-  beggars,  by 
ticth  year  of  the  reign  of  the  said  late  Queen  Elizabeth ,  for 
punishing  of  rogues,  vagabonds,  and  sturdy  beggars,  shall  up- and  con- 
be,  and  are  hereby  directed  to  be  taken  up,  sent,  conducted, 


or  the  ser- 


veyed  into 
the  Queen's 
sea  service* 


and  conveyed  into  Her  Majesty’s  service  at  sea, 
vice  at  sea  of  Her  Majesty’s  heirs  or  successors,1  by  such 
ways,  methods,  and  means,  and  in  such  manner  and  form,  as 
is  directed  for  vagrants  by  the  said  before-mentiohed  act  bf 
parliament,  made  in  the  said  eleventh  and  twelfth  years  of  ”  ^I2,  ^ 
the  reign  of  the  said  late  King  William  the  Third,  For  the 
more  effectual  punishment  of  vagratits,  cmcl  sending  them 
whither  by  law  they  ought  to  be  sent . 

XVII.  “  And  whereas  owners  and  masters  of  merchant 

ships  are  at  great  charge  in  educating  and  bringing  up  the 

•parish  children,  till  they  come  to  the  age  of  eighteen  years, 

and  other  voluntary  apprentices  three  years,  at  which  time 

they  are  capable  to  serve  in  Her  Majesty’s  ships  of  war 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  when  such  ap-  when  such 
•  ,  „  ,  .  .  .  i  apprentices  , 

prentices  shall  be  impressed,  or  voluntarily  enter  themselves  shan  he  im- 

into  Her  Majesty’s  service,  the  said  owners  or  masters  of  pressed, mas- 
such  apprentices,  their  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  sea-™* 
shall  be  intitled  to  able  seamen’s  wages  for  such  of  their  men’s  wages1 
apprentices,  as  shall  upon  due  examination  be  found  quali-  for  them‘ 
fied  for  the  same,  notwithstanding  their  indentures  of  ap¬ 
prenticeship.  ,  ... 

XVIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore-  Penalties 
said,  That  all  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  directed  by  this  ^es°bc'v 
act,  shall,  by  warrant  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  any  two  to  be  levied, 
or  mere  justices  of  the  peace,  of  the  same  county,  city, 
borough,  or  town  corporate,  be  levied  by  distress  and  sale  of 
the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  offender,  which  sale  shall  be 
good  in  the  law  against  such  offender, 

XIX.  “  And  whereas  upon  the  act  of  parliament,  before 
mentioned,  made  in  the  seventh  and  eight  years  of  the  reign  7&8W.  nr, 
of  the  said  late  King  William  the  Third,  intituled,  An  act  Ct  aI* 
for  the  increase  and  encouragement  of  seamen  ;  as  also  upon 
the  act  of  parliament  made  in  the  eighth  and  ninth  years  of  8  &  9  W.  111. 
the  reign  of  the  said  late  King  William  the  Third,  intituled,  c- 
An  act  to  ir force  the  act  for  encouragement  of  seamen ,  several 
doubts  have  arose  whether  any  disabled  seamen,  their  chil¬ 
dren? 
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dren,  or  the  widows  and  children  of  seamen  slain,  killed,  or 
drowned  in  sea  service,  other  than  such  as  are  expressly 
qualified  by  the  said  last-mentioned  acts,  may  be  admitted 
and  provided  for  in  Greenwich  hospital,  when  any  vacancies 
happen  therein  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  for  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  all  persons  who  do  or  shall  serve  at  sea,  That  at 
any  time  hereafter,  when  any  such  vacancy  or  vacancies 
shall  happen  in  the  said  hospital,  that  the  lord  high  admiral  of 
England ,  or  commissioners  executing  the  office  of  lord  high 
admiral  of  England  for  the  time  being,  shall  have  full  power 
and  authority,  and  is  and  are  hereby  impowered  and  au¬ 
thorized,  from  time  to  time,  to  nominate  and  appoint  any 
disabled  seaman,  their  wives  and  children,  and  the  widows 
and  children  of  seamen  slain,  killed,  or  drowned  in  sea 
service,  to  be  maintained  and  provided  for  in  the  said  hos¬ 
pital,  as  the  said  lord  high  admiral,  or  commissioners  ex¬ 
ecuting  the  office  of  lord  high  admiral,  shall  think  fit  or 
see  occasion ;  any  thing  in  the  said  two  several  acts  of 
parliament  last-mentioned,  or  in  the  letters  patents  in  the 
said  acts  mentioned,  contained  to  the  contrary  hereof  in 
anywise  notwithstanding. 

XX.  “  And  for  the  encouraging  ail  such  ships  or  vessels 
as  shall  be  employed  in  bringing  coals  for  supplying  the 
city  of  London ,  and  other  ports  of  this  kingdom,  at  more 
reasonable  rates  than  during  this  war  they  have  hitherto 
been  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  from 
and  after  the  five-and-twentieth  day  of  March ,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  four,  there  shall  be  allowed  yearly, 
during  the  present  war,  free  from  impressing,  to  every  mas¬ 
ter  of  any  ship  or  vessel  employed  in  the  coal  trade,  beside 
the  said  master  and  master’s  mate,  and  carpenter,  one  able  sea¬ 
man  for  every  hundred  ton  in  burthen,  not  exceeding  three 
hundred  tons,  that  such  ship  or  vessel  contains,  which  shall 
be  made  appear  by  a  certificate  from  the  custom-house, 
of  what  number  of  tons  such  ship  or  vessel  is  really  of, 
according  to  the  gages  or  measures  mentioned  in  an  act 
passed  in  the  fifth  and  sixth  year  of  Their  late  Majesties 
King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  For  laying  a  duty  on  ton¬ 
nage  of  shipping;  and  if  any  captain,  lieutenant,  op  other 
officer,  shall  presume  to  impress  or  take  any  of  the  men 
allowed  by  this  act,  as  aforesaid,  such  captain,  lieutenant,  . 
.or  other  officer,  shall  forfeit  to  the  master  or  owner  of , such 
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ship  or  vessel,  ten  pounds  for  every  man  he  shall  so  impress 
or  take,  to  be  recovered  with  costs  of  suit,  by  action  of 
debt,  bill,  plaint,  or  information,  in  any  of  Her  Majesty’s 
courts  of  record,  wherein  no  essoign,- protection,  privilege, 
injunction,  or  order  of  restraint  shall  be  iny  wise  granted 
or  allowed. 

- - - - ~ 


[4  Annae,  Cap.  19.] 

An  Act  fo, r  the  Encouragement  and  Increase  of  Seamen , 
and  for  the  hettei '  and  speedier  Manning  Her  Majesty's 
Fleet. 


XVI.  “  A  ND  whereas  by  an  act  made  in  the  second  year  2  & 
of  Her  Majesty’s  reign,  intituled,  An  act  for  ^ 
the  encrease  of  seamen ,  and  better  encouragement  of  navi¬ 
gation ,  and  the  security  of  the  coal-trade ,  provision  is  made 
for  putting  out  of  parish  children  apprentices  to  masters  of 
trading  ships  and  vessels  at  the  age  of  ten  years It  is  No  master 
hereby  enacted,  That  no  such  master  shall  be  obliged  to  cf  ship  to 

,  .  .  ,  ,  ,  .  _  take  appt  en  - 

take  any  such  apprentice  under  the  age  ot  thirteen  years,  tice  UIUjei. 
or  who  shall  not  appear  to  be  fitly  qualified  both  as  to  health  thirteen 
and  strength  of  body  for  that  service;  and  any  widow  of 
the  master  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  or  the  executor  or  admi¬ 
nistrator  of  such  master,  who  shall  have  been  obliged  to 
take  such  parish  boys  apprentice  to  them,  shall  have  the 
same  power  of  assigning  over  such  apprentices  to  any  other 
masters  of  ships  or  vessels,  who  have  not  their  complement 
of  apprentices  required  by  the  said  recited  act,  to  be  enter¬ 
tained  by  them,  as  is  given  by  the  said  act  to  such  persons 
as  have  taken  children  apprentices,  in  pursuance  of  the  sta¬ 
tute  made  in  the  forty-third  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  43  £kz  c* 2* 

XVII.  “  And  whereas  all  such  persons,  who  in  pursuance 
of  the  said  act,  have  voluntarily  bound,  or  hereafter  shall  so 
bind  themselves  apprentices  to  such  masters  or  owners,  as 
therein  is  expressed,  are  exempted  from  Her  Majesty’s  ser¬ 
vice  for  the  term  of  three  years,  from  the  date  of  their 
Respective  indentures :  and  whereas  such  exemptions  from 
Her  Majesty’s  sea  service  for  the  term  of  three  years,  which 
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was  intended  for  the  encouragement  of  landmen,  to  bind 
themselves  apprentices  to  the  sea  service,  hath  been  mani¬ 
festly  abused  for  the  exempting  and  protecting  of  seamen 
from  the  said  service,  who  having  bound  themselves  appren¬ 
tices,  have  claimed  such  exemption,  and  demanded  pro¬ 
tections  accordingly,  to  the  great  hindrance  and  prejudice. of 
Her  Majesty’s  sea  service  Be  it  therefore  further  enacted 
and  declared,  That  no  person  or  persons  of  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  shall  have  any  exemption  or  protection  from 
Her  Majesty’s  sea  service,  who  shall  have  been  in  any  sea 
service  before  the  time  they  bound  themselves  apprentices ; 
any  law  or  statute  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wise  not¬ 
withstanding. 
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[8  Annae,  Cap.  9.  Sects.  32  to  45.] 

An  Act  for  laying  certain  Duties  upon  Candles ,  and 
certain  Dates  upon  Monies,  to  be  given  with  Clerks , 
and  Apprentices ,  towards  raising  Her  Majesty's  Sup¬ 
ply,  for  the  Year  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ten. 

XXXII.  A  ND  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
A  ^  aforesaid,  That  there  shall  be  throughout  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  raised,  collected,  and  paid  to 
Her  Majesty,  her  heirs  and  successors,  the  further  rates, 
duties,  and  sums  of  money  following,  that  is  to  say,  the 
duty,  rate,  or  sum  of  six-pence,  for  every  twenty  shillings, 
for  every  sum  of  fifty  pounds  or  under,  and  the  duty,  rate, 
or  sum  of  one  shilling,  of  every  twenty  shillings,  of  all  and 
every  sum  and  sums  amounting  to  more  than  fifty  pounds, 
which  shall,  at  any  time  or  times,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  May ,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ten,  and 
during  the  term  of  five  years  from  thence  next  ensuing,  be 
given,  paid,  contracted,  or  agreed  for,  with  or  in  relation 
to  every  clerk,  apprentice,  or  servant,  which  shall  be,  within 
the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  put  or  placed  to  or  with  any 
master  or  mistress  to  learn  any  profession,  trade,  or  em¬ 
ployment, 
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ployment,  and  proportionably  for  greater  or  lesser  sums ; 
which  said  duties,  rates,  and  ruins,  shall  be  paid  by  the  said 
masters  or  mistresses  respectively. 

XXXIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  for  the  better  and  more  effectual  levying, 
collecting,  and  paying  unto  Her  Majesty,  her  heirs  and  suc¬ 
cessors,  the  said  duties  after  the  rate  of  six-pence,  and  one 
shilling  for  every  such  respective  sum  of  twenty  shillings 
as  aforesaid,  the  same  shall  be  under  the  government,  care, 
and  management  of  the  commissioners  for  the  time  being, 
appointed  to  manage  Her  Majesty’s  duties  on  stampt  vellum, 
parchment,  and  paper;  and  the  same  commissioners  shall 
employ  and  appoint  such  inferior  officers  as  shall  be  neces¬ 
sary  for  managing  and  collecting  the  duties  last-mentioned, 
and  hereby  granted,  and  for  keeping  accounts  thereof,  and 
for  stamping  all  such  indentures  and  other  writings,  which 
are  hereby  required  to  be  stamped,  as  hereinafter  is  men¬ 
tioned,  and  otherwise  to  act  in  and  relating  to  the  same 
duties,  as  Her  Majesty’s  service  in  this  behalf  shall  require  ; 
and  to  cause  such  sum  and  sums  of  money  to  be  expended 
and  paid,  from  time  to  time,  out  of  the  duties  last-men¬ 
tioned,  and  hereby  granted,  for  salaries,  and  other  incident 
charges,  as  shall  be  necessary  in  and  for  the  receiving,  col¬ 
lecting,  levying,  or  managing  the  same  duties,  during  the 
said  term,  any  thing  in  this  act  contained  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

XXXIV.  And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted,  by  the  au¬ 
thority  aforesaid,  That  the  duties  last-mentioned,  and 
hereby  granted,  shall  be  all  paid  or  transmitted,  from  time 
to  time,  as  this  act  directs,  into  the  hands  of  the  receiver 
general  for  the  time  being,  of  the  said  duties  on  stampt 
vellum,  parchment,  and  paper,  who  shall  keep  a  separate 
and  distinct  account  thereof,  and  pay  the  same  into  the 
receipt  of  the  exchequer  of  Her  Majesty,  her  heirs  and 
successors,  weekly,  on  Wednesday  in  every  week,  unless 
it  be  an  holy-day,  and  then  the  next  day  after  which  shall 
not  be  an  holy-day,  for  the  purposes  in  this  act  expressed, 
and  under  the  like  penalties,  forfeitures,  and  disabilities,  as 
are  to  be  inflicted  by  this  act,  for  diverting  or  misapplying 
any  monies  by  this  act  appropriated  or  appointed  for  repay¬ 
ment  of  loans,  or  satisfaction  of  interest  monies  as  is  here¬ 
inafter-mentioned. 
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XXXV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore¬ 
said,  That  from  and  after  the  said  first  day  of  May,  one  thou¬ 
sand  seven  hundred  and  ten,  the  full  sum  or  sums  of  money 
received,  or  in  any  wise  directly  or  indirectly  given,  paid, 
agreed,  or  contracted  for,  during  the  term  aforesaid,  with  or 
in  relation  to  every  such  clerk,  apprentice,  and  servant  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  truly  inserted  and  written  in  words  at  length, 
in  some  indenture  or  other  writing  which  shall  contain  the 
covenants,  articles,  contracts,  or  agreements,  relating  to  the 
service  of  such  clerk,  apprentice,  or  servant  as  aforesaid,  and 
shall  bear  date  upon  the  day  of  the  signing,  sealing,  or  other 
execution  of  the  same ;  upon  pain  that  every  master  and  mis¬ 
tress,  to  or  with  whom,  or  to  whose  use,  any  sum  of  money 
whatsoever  shall  be  given,  paid,  secured,  or  contracted,  for 
or  in  respect  of  any  such  clerk,  apprentice,  or  servant  as  afore¬ 
said,  which  shall  not  be  truly  and  fully  so  inserted  and  speci¬ 
fied  in  some  such  indenture,  or  other  writing,  shall  for  every 
such  offence  forfeit  double  the  sum  so  given,  paid,  secured, 
or  contracted  for  ;  the  one  moiety  of  which  forfeiture  shall 
be  to  Her  Majesty,  her  heirs,  or  successors,  and  the  other 
moiety  with  full  cost,  to  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  in¬ 
form  and  sue  for  the  same,  by  action  of  debt,  bill,  plaint,  or 
information,  in  any  court  of  record  at  Westminster,  or  in  the 
Exchequer  of  Scotland,  at  any  time  after  the  executing, 
making,  or  signing  of  any  such  indenture  or  writing,  or 
making  any  such  contract,  or  agreement,  and  within  one 
year  after  the  time  limited  or  appointed  for  the  service  of  any 
such  clerk,  apprentice,  or  servant,  to  or  with  such  master  or 
mistress,  shall  be  expired. 

XXXVL  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore¬ 
said,  That  the  said  commissioners  for  managing  the  said  duties 
on  stampt  vellum,  parchment,  and  paper,  shall,  before  the 
said  first  day  of  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ten, 
provide  two  new  stamps  to  be  used  in  pursuance  of  this  act, 
(over  and  besides  the  stamps  heretofore  requisite  for  or  in 
respect  of  such  indenture  or  other  writing  by  virtue  of  the 
statutes  in  that  case  made),  the  one  of  which  new  stamps 
shall  denote  the  said  duty  of  six-pence  in  the  pound,  and  the 
other  of  the  said  new  stamps  shall  denote  the  said  duty  of 
one  shilling  in  the  pound ;  and  that  all  such  indentures,  or  other 
writings,  containing  the  sums  truly  given,  paid,  agreed,  or 
contracted  for  as  aforesaid,  which  shall,  within  or  during  the 
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said  term  of  five  years,  be  entered  into,  executed,  or  signed, 
within  the  cities  of  London  or  Westminster ,  or  within  the 
limits  of  the  bills  of  mortality,  shall  be  brought  to  the  head 
office  for  stamping  or  marking  of  vellum,  parchment,  and 
paper;  and  the  duties  hereby  charged  and  payable  for  the  sums 
therein  to  be  inserted,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  paid  to  the  re¬ 
ceiver  general  for  the  time  being  of  the  said  duties  on  stampt 
vellum,  parchment,  and  paper ;  and  upon  such  payment 
thereof,  the  same  shall  be  stamped  with  one  of  the  said  new 
stamps,  as  the  case  shall  require,  within  one  month  after  the 
respective  dates  thereof. 

XXXVII.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  all  the  said  indentures,  and  other  writings,  which  shall  or 
ought  to  contain  the  whole  sum  truly  given,  paid,  agreed,  or 
contracted  for  as  aforesaid,  which  shall,  within  or  during  the 
said  term  of  five  years,  be  entered  into,  executed,  or  signed, 
in  any  part  of  Great  Britain,  (not  being  within  the  limits  of 
the  said  weekly  bills  of  mortality)  shall  (at  the  option  of  the 
party  concerned)  be  brought  or  sent,  either  to  the  head  office 
within  the  limit  s  of  the  said  weekly  bills,  or  else  to  some  of  the 
collectors,  appointed  or  to  be  appointed  for  Her  Majesty’s  du¬ 
ties  upon  stampt  vellum,  parchment,  and  paper,  who  shall  re¬ 
side  without  the  limits  of  the  said  weekly  bills,  in  England , 
Wales,  or  the  town  of  Berivick-upon-Tweed,  or  to  some  of  the 
officers  to  be  appointed  for  the  duties  by  this  act  granted  in 
Scotland,  within  two  months  after  the  date,  execution,  or 
signing  of  every  such  indenture,  or  writing  respectively  ;  and 
upon  producing  of  every  such  indenture  or  writing,  either  at 
the  said  head  office,  or  to  such  collector,  or  other  officer,  as 
aforesaid,  Her  Majesty’s  duties  hereby  granted  shall  be  paid, 
either  to  the  said  receiver  general  at  the  said  head  office,  or  to 
such  collector  or  other  officer  as  aforesaid ;  and  in  case  the  said 
payment  shall  be  made  to  the  immediate  hands  of  the  receiver 
general  in  the  said  head  office,  for  Her  Majesty’s  use,  then  the 
indenture  or  writing,  for  which  such  payment  shall  be  made, 
shall  be  forthwith  stamped  with  one  of  the  said  new  stamps, 
as  the  case  shall  require ;  and  in  case  such  payment  shall  be 
made  to  the  hands  of  such  collector,  or  other  officer,  without 
the  limits  of  the  said  weekly  bills,  the  same  collector  or  other 
officer  is  hereby  required  to  endorse  on  such  indenture,  or 
other  writing,  a  receipt  for  the  monies  so  paid,  in  words  at 
length,  bearing  date  the  day  on  which  such  payment  shall  be 
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made,  and  to  subscribe  his  name  thereto,  (to  the  intent  that 
he  may  thereby  be  charged  with  every  sum  so  paid  to  him,) 
and  forthwith  deliver  back  the  said  indenture  or  writing  so 
endorsed  to  the  bringer  thereof. 

XXXVIII.  And  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  every  such  indenture  or  writing  so  endorsed 
(in  case  the  same  be  entered  into,  executed,  or  signed  within 
the  space  of  fifty  miles,  to  he  computed  from  the  limits  of  the 
said  weekly  bills  of  mortality)  shall,  within  three  months  after 
the  date  or  making  thereof ;  and  if  the  same  be  entered  into, 
executed,  or  signed  in  any  part  of  Great  Britain  at  a  greater 
distance  from  the  limits  aforesaid,  shall,  within  six  months  after 
the  date  or  making  thereof,  be  brought  or  sent  to  the  said  head 
office,  where  the  same  (being  produced  with  the  said  receipt 
endorsed)  shall  he  immediately  stamped  with  one  of  the  said 
new  stamps,  as  the  case  shall  require,  by  the  officer  appointed, 
or  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

XXXIX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore¬ 
said,  That  all  such  indentures  or  writings,  as  aforesaid,  where¬ 
in  shall  not  be  truly  inserted  and  written  the  full  sum  and  sums 
of  money  received,  or  in  any  wise  directly  or  indirectly  given, 
paid,  secured,  or  contracted  for,  with  or  in  relation  to  such 
clerk,  apprentice,  or  servant,  as  aforesaid,  or  whereupon  the 
duties  payable  by  this  act  shall  not  be  duly  paid,  or  lawfully 
tendered,  or  which  shall  not  he  stamped,  or  lawfully  tendered 
to  be  stamped,  according  to  the  tenor  and  true  meaning  of  this 
act,  within  the  respective  times  herein  for  that  purpose  severally 
and  respectively  limited,  shall  be  void,  and  not  available  in  any 
court  or  place,  or  to  any  purpose  whatsoever ;  and  the  clerk, 
apprentice,  or  servant,  whom  the  same  shall  concern  or  relate 
to,  shall  in  such  case  be  utterly  incapable  of  being  free  of  any 
city,  town,  corporation,  or  company,  and  of  following  or  ex¬ 
ercising  the  intended  profession,  trade,  or  employment ;  any 
charter,  law,  or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

XL.  Provided  always,  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained 
shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  charge  any  master  or  mistress 
with  the  payment  of  any  of  the  said  duties,  in  respect  of  any 
money  by  him  or  her  received  with  any  apprentice  or  servant, 
who  shall  be  put  or  placed  out  at  the  common  or  public  charge 
of  any  parish  or  township,  or  by  or  out  of  any  public  charity, 
or  to  require  the  stamping  with  any  such  new  stamp  as  afore¬ 
said,  of  any  indenture,  articles,  covenant,  agreement,  or  con¬ 
tract 
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tract  relating  to  such  apprentice  or  servant  as  last  mentioned ; 
any  tiling  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

XLI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  if  any  person  shall  forge  or  counterfeit  the  said  new 
stamps  to  be  provided  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  or  either  or 
them,  or  impress  any  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper  with  any 
such  counterfeit  stamp,  or  counterfeit  any  receipt  for  any 
monies  payable  by  virtue  of  this  act,  every  such  person  being 
convicted  of  any  of  the  offences  before  mentioned,  shall  be 
adjudged  a  felon,  and  suffer  as  in  cases  of  felony,  without 
benefit  of  clergy. 

XLIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore¬ 
said,  That  no  indenture  or  writing  required  by  this  act  to  be 
stamped  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  given  or  admitted  in  evidence  in 
any  suit  to  be  brought  by  any  of  the  parties  thereunto,  unless 
such  party,  on  whose  behalf  the  same  shall  be  given  or  admit¬ 
ted  in  evidence,  do  first  make  oath,  that  to  the  best  of  his  or 
her  knowledge,  the  sum  or  sums  therein  for  that  purpose  in¬ 
serted  or  mentioned,  was  or  were  really  and  truly  all  that  was 
directly  or  indirectly  given,  paid,  secured,  or  contracted  for, 
on  behalf  or  in  respect  of  such  clerk,  apprentice,  or  servant, 
to  or  for  the  benefit  of  the  master  or  mistress  to  or  with  whom 
such  clerk,  apprentice,  or  servant  was  put  or  placed. 

XLIV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore¬ 
said,  That  the  said  commissioners  for  managing  the  said  duties 
on  stampt  vellum,  parchment,  and  paper,  and  all  other  officers 
wdio  shall  be  employed  in  or  about  the  collecting  or  managing 
of  the  duties  last  mentioned,  and  hereby  granted,  shall,  in  and 
for  the  better  execution  of  their  several  offices  and  trusts,  ob¬ 
serve  and  perform  such  rules,  methods,  and  orders,  as  they  re¬ 
spectively  shall  from  time  to  time  receive  from  the  lord  high 
treasurer  now  being,  or  the  lord  high  treasurer  of  the  exche¬ 
quer,  or  commissioners  of  the  treasury  for  the  time  being :  and 
that  no  fee  or  reward  shall  be  demanded  or  taken  by  any  of  Her 
Majesty’s  officers,  relating  to  the  said  stamp  duties,  from  any 
of  Her  Majesty’s  subjects,  for  any  matter  or  thing  to  be  done 
in  pursuance  of  this  act ;  and  in  case  any  officer  intrusted,  or 
to  be  intrusted  in  the  execution  of  this  act,  in  relation  to  the 
said  stamp  duties,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  perform  any  mat¬ 
ter  or  thing  by  this  act  required  to  be  done  or  performed  by 
him,  whereby  any  of  Her  Majesty’s  subjects  shall  or  may  sustain 
any  damage  whatsoever,  such  officer  so  offending  shall  be 
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liable,  by  any  action  to  be  founded  on  this  statute,  to  answer 
to  the  party  grieved  all  such  damages,  with  treble  costs  of 
suit. 

Where  any  XLV.  And  be  it  declared  and  further  enacted  by  the  autho- 
he  gfverTto  aforesaid,  That  from  and  after  the  said  first  day  of  Mayy 

any  master,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ten,  and  during  the  said  five 
money^the  years’  where  any  thing  or  things,  not  being  lawful  money  of 
full  value  <;f  Great  Britain ,  shall  directly  or  indirectly  be  given,  assigned, 
to^1  t!  inS  conyeyed,  delivered,  contracted  for,  or  secured,  to  or  for  the 
swered  for  use  or  benefit  of  any  master  or  mistress,  with  or  in  respect 
the  duties.  0f  any  such  clerk,  apprentice,  or  servant,  for  whom  a  duty  is 
chargeable  by  this  act;  the  duties  hereby  granted  and  last-men¬ 
tioned  shall  be  answered  and  paid  for  the  full  value  or  values 
of  such  thing  or  things,  and  the  same  duties  for  the  said  values 
shall  be  secured  and  answered  in  the  same  manner  and  form, 
and  under  the  like  pains,  penalties,  forfeitures,  and  incapa¬ 
cities,  as  are  before  in  this  act  provided  for  securing  the  said 
rates  upon  monies  given  or  paid,  or  agreed  to  be  given  or 
paid,  with  such  clerks,  apprentices,  or  servants  as  aforesaid. 


» 
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An  Act  for  making  perpetual  the  Act  made  in  the  thir¬ 
teenth  and  fourteenth  Years  of  the  JReign  of  the  late 
King  Charles  the  Second ,  intituled  An  Act  for  the 
better  Relief  of  the  Roor  of  this  Kingdom  ;  and  that 
Persons  hound  Apprentices  to ,  or  being  hired  Servants 
with  Persons  coming  with  Certificates ,  shall  not  gain 
Settlements  by  such  Services  or  Apprenticeships. 

3fc9W.HI.  II.  “  A  ND  whereas  by  an  act  made  in  the  eighth  and  ninth 
c,3°‘  A-  ^  years  of  the  reign  of  the  late  King  William  the 

Third,  intituled,  An  act  for  supplying  some  defects  in  the 
lam  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  this  kingdom ,  it  was  amongst 
other  things  enacted,  in  the  words  following,  viz.  That  if  any 
person  or  persons  whatsoever,  that  from  and  after  the  first  day 
of  May  one  thousand  six  hundred  ninety-seven,  shall  come 
into  any  parish,  or  other  place,  there  to  inhabit  or  reside,  shall, 

at 
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at  the  same  time,  procure,  bring,  and  deliver  to  the  church¬ 
wardens  or  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  or  place  where 
any  such  person  shall  come  to  inhabit,  or  to  any  or  either  of 

them,  a  certificate  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  the  church¬ 
wardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  any  other  parish,  town¬ 
ship  or  place,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  or  under  the  hands 
and  seals  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  any  other  place,  where 
there  are  no  churchwardens,  to  be  attested  respectively  by  two 
or  more  credible  witnesses,  thereby  owning  and  acknowledg¬ 
ing  the  person  or  persons  mentioned  in  the  said  certificate,  to 
be  an  inhabitant  or  inhabitants  legally  settled  in  that  parish, 
township,  or  place,  every  such  certificate  having  been  allowed 
of  and  subscribed  by  two  or  more  of  the  justices  of  the  peace 
of  the  cotinty,  city,  liberty,  borough,  or  town  corporate, 
wherein  the  parish  or  place,  from  whence  any  such  certifi¬ 
cate  shall  come,  doth  lie,  shall  oblige  the  said  parish  or  place 
to  receive  and  provide  for  the  person  mentioned  in  the  said 
certificate,  together  with  his  or  her  family,  as  inhabitants  of 
that  parish,  whenever  he,  she,  or  they  shall  happen  to  be¬ 
come  chargeable  to,  or  be  forced  to  ask  relief  of  the  parish, 
township,  or  place,  to  which  such  certificate  was  given  ;  and 

then,  and  not  before,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  such 
person,  and  his  or  her  children,  though  born  in  that  parish, 
not  having  otherwise  acquired  a  legal  settlement  there,  to  be 
removed,  conveyed,  and  settled  in  the  parish  or  place  from 
whence  such  certificate  was  brought :  and  whereas  many  per¬ 
sons  obtaining  and  bringing  such  certificates,  do  frequently 
take  apprentices  bound  by  indenture,  and  hire  and  keep  ser¬ 
vants  by  the  year,  who,  by  reason  of  sueh  apprenticeships  and 
services,  do  gain  settlements  in,  and  become  a  great  burthen 
to  such  parishes,  townships,  and  places,  though  such  masters 
coming  with  such  certificates  have,  by  virtue  thereof,  no 
settlements  in  such  parishes,  townships,  or  places for  remedy 
whereof,  it  is  declared  and  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

That  if  any  person  whatsoever,  who,  upon  or  after  the  four-  After  '24 
and-twentieth  day  of  June  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  June  1 7 1  .b 
thirteen,  shall  be  an  apprentice,  bound  by  indenture  to,  or  bouncTap^ 
shall,  upon  or  after  the  said  four-and-twentieth  day  of  June,  prentice,  or 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirteen,  be  a  hired  servant  bemsn  ^ir£(3 

1  servant  to 

to  or  with  any  person  whatsoever,  who  did  come  into  or  shall  one  who 
reside  in  any  parish,  township,  or  place,  in  that  part  of  Great  a 

Britain  called  England ,  by  means  or  licence  of  such  certifi-  certificate, 

cate, 


[9°] 

shall  not 
gain  a  settle¬ 
ment  there 
by  reason  of 
such  appren¬ 
ticeship,  &c. 


Churchwar¬ 
dens,  &c. 
may  by  war¬ 
rant  from 
two  justices, 
seize  the 
goods, &c. 
of  husbands 
and  parents, 
who  leave 
their  wives 
and  children 
upon  the 
parish. 
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cate,  and  not  afterwards  having  gained  a  legal  settlement  in 
such  parish,  township  or  place,  such  apprentice,  by  virtue  of 
such  apprenticeship, -indenture,  or  binding,  and  such  servant 
by  being  hired  by,  or  serving  as  a  servant,  as  aforesaid,  to 
such  person,  shall  not  gain  or  be  adjudged  to  have  any  settle¬ 
ment  in  such  parish,  township  or  place,  by  reason  of  such  ap¬ 
prenticeship  or  binding,  or  by  reason  of  such  hiring  or  serving 
therein  ;  but  every  such  apprentice  and  servant  shall  have  his: 
and  their  settlements  in  such  parish,  township,  or  place,  as  if 
he  or  they  had  not  been  bound  apprentice  or  apprentices,  or 
had  not  been  an  hired  servant  or  servants  to  such  person  as 
aforesaid ;  any  act  or  acts  of  parliament  to  the  contrary  not¬ 
withstanding. 


[5  Geo.  I.  Cap.  8.] 

An  Act  for  the  more  effectual  Relief  of  such  Wives  and 
Children ,  as  are  left  by  their  Husbands  and  Parents 
upon  the  Charge  of  the  Parish . 

I  /wrf*’ 

«  xttHEREAS  divers  persons  run  or  go  away  from  their 
VV  places  of  abode  into  other  counties  or  places,  and 
sometimes  out  of  the  kingdom,  some  men  leaving  their  wives, 
a  child  or  children,  and  some  mothers  run  or  go  away,  leaving 
a  child  or  children  upon  the  charge  of  the  parish  or  place 
where  such  child  or  children  was  or  were  born,  or  last  le¬ 
gally  settled,  although  such  persons  have  some  estates,  which 
should  ease  the  parish  of  their  charge,  in  whole  or  in  part 
may  it  please  Your  Majesty  therefore  that  it  may  be  enacted, 
and  be  it  enacted  by  The  King’s  most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal, 
and  commons,  in  this  present  parliament  assembled,  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  same,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  churchwardens  or  overseers  of  the  poor  of  such  parish  or 
place  where  any  such  wife,  or  child  or  children  shall  he  so 
left,  upon  application  to,  and  by  warrant  or  order  from  any 
two  justices  of  the  peace,  to  take  and  seize  so  much  of  the 
goods  and  chattels,  and  receive  so  much  of  the  annual  rents 
and  profits  of  the  lands  and  tenements  of  such  husband,  father, 
or  mother,  as  such  two  justices  of  the  peace  as  aforesaid, 

1 6  shall 
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shall  order  or  direct,  for  or  towards  the  discharge  of  the  parish 
or  place  where  such  wife,  child  or  children  are  left,  for  the 
bringing  up  and  providing  for  such  wife,  child,  or  children  ; 
which  warrant  or  order  being  confirmed  at  the  next  quarter  Such  war- 
sessions,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  justices  of  such  quarter 
sessions  to  make  an  order  for  the  churchwardens  or  overseers  quarter-ses- 
for  the  poor  of  such  parish  or  place,  to  dispose  of  such  goods 
and  chattels  by  sale,  or  otherwise,  or  so  much  of  them,  for  an  order  for 
the  purposes  aforesaid,  as  the  court  shall  think  fit,  and  to  re-  sa‘e,&c* 
ceive  the  rents  and  profits,  or  so  much  of  them,  as  shall  be 
ordered  by  the  sessions  as  aforesaid,  of  his  or  her  lands  and 
tenements,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

II.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  ^lurc^war* 
churchwardens  and  overseers  aforesaid  shall  be  accountable  to  be  ae- 


to  the  justices  at  the  quarter  sessions  for  all  such  money  as 
they,  or  any  of  them,  shall  receive  by  virtue  of  this  act. 


countable  to 
justices  in 
sessions. 


[9  Geo.  I.  Cap.  7.] 

An  Act  for  amending  the  Laws  relating  to  the  Settlement , 
Employment ,  and  Relief  of  the  Poor . 

“  TTTHERE  AS  by  an  act  of  parliament,  made  and  passed  3  &  4* & 
»  V  in  the  third  and  fourth  years  of  the  reign  of  Their  late  f*1' C  I 
Majesties  King  William  and  Queen  Mary ,  it  was  provided, 

That  in  every  parish  a  book  or  books  should  be  kept,  wherein 
the  names  of  all  persons,  who  did  or  might  receive  collections 
should  be  registered,  with  the  time  when  they  wrere  first  ad¬ 
mitted  to  such  relief,  and  the  occasion  which  brought  them 
under  that  necessity  ;  and  that  no  such  person  should  be  al¬ 
io  v/ed  to  have  or  receive  collection  at  the  charge  of  the  parish, 
but  by  authority,  or  under  the  hand  of  one  justice  of  the  peace 
residing  in  such  parish,  or  if  none  there  dwelling,  in  the  parts 
near  or  next  adjoining,  or  by  order  of  the  justices  at  their 
quarter  sessions,  except  in  case  of  pestilential  diseases,  plague, 
or  small-pox  :  and  whereas  under  colour  of  the  proviso  in  the 
said  act,  many  persons  have  applied  to  some  justices  of  peace, 
without  the  knowledge  of  any  officers  of  the  parish,  and 
•thereby,  upon  untrue  suggestions,  and  sometimes  upon  false 

or 


192] 


9  Geo.  J.  c.  7.  For  amending  the  Laws 


No  poor  to 
he  relieved 
till  oath 
made  of  a 
reasonable 
cause, 


•r  longer 
than  the 
cause  conti¬ 
nues. 


or  frivolous  pretences,  have  obtained  relief,  which  hath  greatly 
contributed  to  the  increase  of  the  parish  rates  for  remedy 
whereof,  be  it  enacted  by  the  King’s  most  excellent  Majesty, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and 
temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  present  parliament  assembled, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That,  from  and  after  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  March ,  which  shall  be  in  the  year  of  our 
lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-three,  no  jus¬ 
tice  of  peace  shall  order  relief  to  any  poor  person  dwelling  in 
any  parish,  until  oath  be  made  before  such  justice  of  some 
matter  which  he  shall  judge  to  be  a  reasonable  cause  or  ground 
for  having  such  relief,  and  that  the  same  person  had  by  him¬ 
self,  herself,  or  some  other,  applied  for  relief  to  the  pa¬ 
rishioners  of  the  parish,  at  some  vestry  or  other  public  meeting 
of  the  said  parishioners,  or  to  two  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor 
of  such  parish,  and  was  by  them  refused  to  be  relieved,  and 
until  such  justice  hath  summoned  two  of  the  overseers  of  the 
poor  to  shew  cause  why  such  relief  should  not  be  given,  and 
the  person  so  summoned  hath  been  heard,  or  made  default  to 
appear  before  such  justice  ;  any  thing  in  the  first  proviso,  or 
any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  person  wljom  any  such  justices  of  peace  shall  think 
fit  to  order  to  be  relieved,  shall  be  entered  in  such  book  or 
books  so  to  be  kept  by  the  parish,  as  one  of  those  who  is  to 
receive  collection,  as  long  as  the  cause  for  such  relief  con¬ 
tinues,  and  no  longer ;  and  that  no  officer  of  any  parish 
shall  (except  upon  sudden  and  emergent  occasions)  bring 
to  the  account  of  the  parish  any  monies  he  shall  give  to 
any  poor  person  of  the  same  parish,  who  is  not  registered 
in  such  book  or  books  to  be  kept  by  the  said  parish,  as  a 
person  entitled  to  receive  collection,  on  pain  of  forfeiting 
the  sum  of  five  pounds,  to  be  levied  by  distress  and  sale,  by 
warrant  of  any  two  or  more  justices  of  the  peace  of  the 
same  county,  who  shall  have  examined  into  and  found  him 
guilty  of  such  offence :  which  said  sum  shall  be  applied  to 
and  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  said  parish,  by  direction 
of  the  said  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace. 

III.  And  for  the  greater  ease  of  justices  of  the  peace, 
whom  His  Majesty  or  his  successors  hath  or  shall  by  com¬ 
mission  authorise  to  act  as  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  any 
county  of  this  realm  ;  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  afore¬ 
said, 
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said.  That  if  any  such  iustice  of  the  peace  shall  happen  to  Justices 

.  .  J  J  .  .  c  •  u?  dwelling  out 

dwell  in  any  city,  or  other  precinct  that  is  a  county  or  itseli,  0fa  countv, 

situate  within  the  county  at  large,  for  which  he  shall  be  nuy  grant 
appointed  justice  of  peace,  although  not  within  the  same 
county,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  such  justice  of 
peace  to  grant  warrants,  take  examinations,  and  make  orders 
for  any  matters,  which  any  one  or  more  justice  or  justices 
of  the  peace  may  act  in,  at  his  own  dwelling-house,  al¬ 
though  such  dwelling-house  be  out  of  the  county  where 
he  is  authorized  to  act  as  a  justice  of  peace,  and  in  some 
city  or  other  precinct  adjoining,  that  is  a  county  of  itself ; 
and  that  all  such  warrants,  orders,  and  other  act  or  acts 
of  any  justice  of  peace,  and  the  act  or  acts  of  any 
constable,  tithingman,  headborough,  overseer  of  the 
poor,  surveyor  of  the  highways,  or  other  officer,  in  obe^ 
dience  to  any  such  warrant  or  order,  shall  be  as  valid,  good, 
and  effectual,  in  the  law,  although  it  happen  to  be  out  of 
the  limits  of  the  proper  precinct  or  authority :  Provided 
always,  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  extend  to 
give  power  to  the  justices  of  peace  for  the  counties  at  large, 
to  hold  their  general  quarter-sessions  of  the  peace  in  the 
cities  or  towns  which  are  counties  of  themselves,  nor  to  em¬ 
power  justices  of  peace,  sheriffs,  bailiffs,  constables,  head- 
boroughs,  tithingmen,  borsholders,  or  any  other  peace 
officers  of  the  counties  at  large,  to  act  or  intermeddle  in 
any  matters  or  things  arising  within  cities  or  towns  which 
are  counties  of  themselves,  but  that  all  such  actings 
and  doings  shall  be  of  the  same  force  and  effect  in  law,  and 
none  other,  as  if  this  act  had  never  been  made. 

IV.  And  for  the  greater  ease  of  parishes  in  the  relief  of  Churchwar- 
the  poor,  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  dens,Sx* 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  churchwardens  and  ch^e,  &c. 
overseers  of  the  poor  in  any  parish,  town,  township,  or  j^usesto 
place,  with  the  consent  of  the  major  part  of  the  parishioners  employ  the 
or  inhabitants  of  the  same  parish,  town,  township,  or  place,  poor  in. 
in  vestry  or  other  parish  or  public  meeting  for  that  purpose 
assembled,  or  of  so  many  of  them  as  shall  be  so  assembled, 
upon  usual  notice  thereof  first  given,  to  purchase  or  hire 
any  house  or  houses  in  the  same  parish,  township  or  place, 
and  to  contract  with  any  person  or  persons  for  the  lodging, 
keeping,  maintaining,  and  employing  any  or  all  such  poor 
in  their  respective  parishes,  townships  or  places,  as  shall 

desire 


[94] 


Poor  re¬ 
fusing  to  be 
lodged,  &c. 
are  not  in- 
titled  to  re¬ 
lief. 


One  parish, 
&c  being 
too  small 
for  such 
purchase, 
two  may 
unite,  &c. 
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desire  to  receive  relief  or  collection  from  the  same  parish, 
and  there  to  keep,  maintain,  and  employ  all  such  poor  per¬ 
sons,  and  take  the  benefit  of  the  work,  labour,  and  service 
of  any  such  poor  person  or  persons  who  shall  be  kept  or 
maintained  in  any  such  house  or  houses,  for  the  better  main¬ 
tenance  and  relief  of  such  poor  person  or  persons,  who 
shall  be  there  kept  or  maintained and  in  case  any  poor 
person  or  persons  of  any  parish,  town,  township,  or  place, 
where  such  house  or  houses  shall  be  so  purchased  or  hired, 
shall  refuse  to  be  lodged,  kept,  or  maintained  in  such  house 
or  houses,  such  poor  person  or  persons  so  refusing,  shall  be 
put  out  of  the  book  or  books  where  the  names  of  the  per¬ 
sons  who  ought  to  receive  collection  in  the  said  parish, 
town,  township,  or  place,  are  to  be  registered,  and  shall  not 
be  entitled  to  ask  or  receive  collection  or  relief  from  the 
churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  same  parish, 
town  or  township ;  and  where  any  parish,  town  or  town¬ 
ship,  shall  be  too  small  to  purchase  or  hire  such  house  or 
houses  for  the  poor  of  their  own  parish  only,  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  two  or  more  such  parishes,  towns  or 
townships  or  places,  with  the  consent  of  the  major  part  of 
the  parishioners  or  inhabitants  of  their  respective  parishes, 
town,  township  or  places,  in  vestry  or  other  parish  or  pub¬ 
lic  meeting  for  that  purpose  assembled,  or  of  so  many  of 
them  as  shall  be  so  assembled,  upon  usual  notice  thereof 
first  given,  and  with  the  approbation  of  any  justice  of  peace 
dwelling  in  or  near  any  such  parish,  town,  or  place,  signified 
under  his  hand  and  seal,  to  unite  in  purchasing,  hiring,  or 
taking  such  house,  for  the  lodging,  keeping,  and  maintain¬ 
ing  of  the  poor  of  the  several  parishes,  townships,  or  places 
so  uniting,  and  there  to  keep,  maintain,  and  employ  the 
poor  of  the  respective  parishes  so  uniting,  and  to  take  and 
have  the  benefit  of  the  work,  labour,  or  service  of  any  poor 
there  kept  and  maintained,  for  the  better  maintenance  and 
relief  of  the  poor  there  kept,  maintained,  and  employed ; 
and  that  if  any  poor  person  or  persons  in  the  respective 
parishes,  townships,  dr  places  so  uniting,  shall  refuse  to  be 
lodged,  kept,  and  maintained  in  the  house,  hired  or  taken 
for  such  uniting  parishes,  townships,  or  places,  he,  she,  or 
they,  so  refusing,  shall  be  put  out  of  the  collection  book, 
where  his,  her,  or  their  names  were  registered,  and  shall 
not  be  entitled  to  ask  or  demand  relief  or  collection  from 

the 
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the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  in  their  re¬ 
spective  parishes,  township,  or  places ;  and  that  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the 
poor  of  any  parish,  township,  or  place,  with  the  consent  of 
the  major  part  of  the  parishioners  or  inhabitants  of  the  said 
parish,  township,  or  place  where  such  house  or  houses  is, 
are,  or  shall  be  purchased  or  hired  for  the  purposes  afore¬ 
said,  in  vestry,  or  other  parish  or  public  meeting,  for  that 
purpose  assembled,  or  of  so  many  of  them  as  shall  be  so 
assembled,  upon  usual  notice  thereof  first  given,  to  contract  Cl hurdiwai^ 
with  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  any  one  ’^sb. 
other  parish,  township,  or  place,  for  the  lodging,  maintain-  may  con- 
mg,  or  employing  or  any  poor  person  or  persons  01  such  jio?e 
other  parish,  township,  or  place,  as  to  them  shall  seem  another,  fcc. 
meet ;  and  in  case  any  poor  person  or  persons  of  such  other 
parish,  township,  or  place,  shall  refuse  to  be  lodged,  main¬ 
tained,  and  employed  in  such  house  or  houses,  he,  she,  or 
they,  so  refusing,  shall  be  put  out  of  the  collection  book 
of  such  other  parish,  township,  or  place,  where  his,  her,  or 
their  names  were  registered,  and  shall  not  be  entitled  to 
ask,  demand,  or  receive  any  relief  or  collection  from  the 
churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  his,  her,  or 
their  respective  parish,  township,  or  place :  Provided  al-  Settlement 
ways,  That  no  poor  person  or  persons,  his,  her,  or  their 
apprentice,  child,  or  children,  shall  acquire  a  settlement  ill  moval. 
the  parish,  town,  or  place,  to  which  he,  she,  or  they,  are 
removed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  but  that  his,  her,  or  their 
settlement,  shall  be  and  remain  in  such  parish,  town,  or 
place,  as  it  was  before  such  removal ;  any  thing  in  this  act 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  afore¬ 
said,  That  from  and  after  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March , 
which  shall  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  twenty  three,  no  person  or  persons  shall  be  Settlement 
deemed,  adjudged,  or  taken,  to  acquire  or  gain  any  settle- 
ment  in  any  parish  or  place,  for  or  by  virtue  of  any  purchase  purchase, 
of  any  estate  or  interest  in  such  parish  or  place,  whereof  the 
consideration  for  such  purchase  doth  not  amount  to  the  sum 
of  thirty  pounds,  bona  Jide  paid,  for  any  longer  or  further 
time  than  such  person  or  persons  shall  inhabit  in 
such  estate,  and  shall  then  be  liable  to  be  removed  to 
such  parish  or  place,  where  such  person  or  persons  were 

last 
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last  legally  settled,  before  the  said  purchase  and  inhabi¬ 
tancy  therein.  .  •  ••'•;  -  -u  5>UUjrp 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  afore¬ 
said,  That  no  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  who  from  and 
after  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March ,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-three,  shall  be 
taxed,  rated,  or  assessed  to  the  scavenger  or  repairs  of  the 
highway,  and  shall  duly  pay  the  same,  shall  be  deemed 
or  taken  to  have  any  legal  settlement  in  any  city,  parish, 
town,  or  hamlet,  for  or  by  reason  of  his,  her,  or  their 
paying  to  such  scavenger’s  rate  or  repairs  of  the  highways 
as  aforesaid :  any  law  to  the  contrary  m  any  wise  notwith¬ 
standing. 

VII.  u  And  whereas  there  was  a  clause  in  the  statute  made 

in  the  eighth  and  ninth  years  of  His  late  Majesty  King  Wil¬ 
liam  the  Third,  intituled,  An  act  for  the  supplying  some  defects 
in  the  law  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  this  kingdom ,  whereby 
it  was  enacted,  That  after  the  first  day  of  May  one  thou¬ 
sand  six  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  all  appeals  against  any 
order  for  the  removing  of  any  poor  persons,  should  be  heard 
at  the  quarter  sessions  of  the  county  or  division  wherein  the 
parish  or  place  from  whence  such  person  should  be  removed 
doth  lie,  and  not  elsewhere,  except  the  liberty  of  Saint  Al¬ 
bans,”  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  justices  of  the  peace,  within 
the  liberty  of  the  borough  of  Saint  Peter  and  hundred  of 
Nassaborough ,  in  the  county  of  Northampton,  to  hear  and 
determine  all  appeals  to  them  made,  against  any  order  made 
for  removal  of  an}?  poor  person,  in  their  quarter  sessions,  as 
they  might  have  done  before  the  making  of  the  said  last 
mentioned  act ;  any  thing  therein  or  in  this  present  act 
contained  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wise  notwith¬ 
standing.  -  •  '  4-1 

VIII.  “  And  whereas  several  disputes  and  controversies 
have  arisen  and  been  concerning  the  time  of  notice  to  be 
given  of  appeals  from  orders  of  removals  of  poor  persons, 
to  prevent  the  same  as  much  as  may  be,  for  the  future,”  Be 
it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  from  and  after 
the  said  twenty-fifth  day  of  March ,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  twenty-three,  no  appeal  or  appeals  from  any 
order  or  orders  of  removal  of  any  poor  person  or  persons 
whatsoever,  from  any  parish  or  place  to  another,  shall  be 

proceeded 
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proceeded  upon  in  any  court  or  quarter  sessions,  unless  rea-  Reasonable 
sonable  notice  be  given  by  the  churchwardens  or  overseers  be  given  of 
of  the  poor  of  such  parish  or  place,  who  shall  make  such  appeals, 
appeal,  unto  the  churchwardens  or  overseers  of  the  poor 
of  such  parish  or  place  from  which  such  poor  person  or  per¬ 
sons  shall  be  removed,  the  reasonableness  of  which  notice 
shall  be  determined  by  the  justices  of  the  peace  at  the 
quarter  sessions,  to  which  the  appeal  is  made;  and  if  it 
shall  appear  to  them  that  reasonable  time  of  notice  was  not 
given,  then  they  shall  adjourn  the  said  appeal  to  the  next 
quarter  sessions,  and  then  and  there  finally  hear  and  deter¬ 
mine  the  same. 

IX.  And  for  the  preventing  vexatious  removals,  Be  it 
further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That,  from  and 
after  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June ,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-three,  if  the 
justices  of  the  peace  shall,  at  their  quarter  sessions,  upon  an 
appeal  before  them  there  had  concerning  the  settlement  of 
any  poor  persons,  determine  in  favour  of  the  appellant, 
that  such  poor  person  or  persons  was  or  were  unduly  re¬ 
moved,  that  then  the  said  justices  shall,  at  the  same  quar-  Justices  how 
ter  sessions,  order  and  award  to  such  appellant  so  much  torellevf 

1  .  ....  .  ,  the  apuel- 

money,  as  shall  appear  to  the  said  justices  to  have  been  iant  on  un_ 
reasonably  paid  by  the  parish,  or  other  place,  on  whose  be-  due  re~ 
half  such  appeal  was  made  for  or  towards  the  relief  of  such 
poor  person  or  persons,  between  the  time  of  such  undue  re¬ 
moval,  and  the  determination  of  such  appeal;  the  said 
money  so  awarded  to  be  recovered  in  the  same  manner  as 
costs  and  charges,  upon  an  appeal,  are  prescribed  to  be  re¬ 
covered  by  the  said  statute  made  in  the  ninth  year  of  his 
late  Majesty  King  William  the  Third,  intituled,  An  act  for  8&9W.TII. 
supplying  some  defects  in  the  lam  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  c-  3°- 
this  kingdom. 
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An  Act  for  making  further  Provision  concerning  Certi¬ 
ficates  relating  to  the  Settlements  of  poor  Persons,  and 
the  Charges  of  maintaining  and  removing  certificated 

Persons . 

VIII.  “  A  ND  to  prevent  disputes  which  often  happen. 

■*" touching  the  proof  of  certificates  given  by  the 
officers  of  any  parish  or  place,  acknowledging  any  person  or 
persons  therein  named,  to  be  an  inhabitant  or  inhabitants  le¬ 
gally  settled  in  such  parish,  town,  or  place,  by  virtue  of  an 
act  of  parliament  made  in  the  eighth  and  ninth  years  of  the 
reign  of  His  late  Majesty  King  William  the  Third,  and  for 
making  such  certificates  more  effectual,”  be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  from  and  after  the  twenty-fourth 
day  of  June ,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  thirty,  the  witnesses  who  attest  the  execution 
of  such  certificates  by  the  churchwarden  or  churchwardens, 
overseer  or  overseers,  signing  and  sealing  the  same,  or  one  of 
the  said  witnesses,  shall  make  oath  before  the  justices  of  the 
peace,  who  by  the  said  act  are  directed  to  allow  the  same 
(which  oath  they  are  hereby  authorised  to  administer)  that 
such  witness  or  witnesses  did  see  the  churchwarden  or  church¬ 
wardens,  overseer  or  overseers,  whose  names  andseals  are  there* 
unto  subscribed  and  set,  severally  sign  and  seal  the  said  certifi¬ 
cate,  and  that  the  names  of  such  witnesses  attesting  the  said 
certificate  are  of  their  own  proper  hand-writing  ;  which  said 
justices  of  the  peace  shall  also  certify  that  such  oath  was 
made  before  them  ;  and  every  such  certificate  so  allowed,  and 
oath  of  the  execution  thereof  so  certified,  by  the  said  justices 
of  the  peace,  shall  be  taken,  deemed  and  allowed,  in  all  courts 
whatsoever,  as  duly  and  fully  proved,  and  shall  be  taken  and 
received  as  evidence,  without  other  proof  thereof ;  and  that 
all  certificates  given  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act,  before  the 
said  twenty -fourth  day  of  June ,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  thirty,  shall  be  also  taken  and  allowed  in  all  courts  as 
evidence,  without  other  proof ;  provided  the  same  are  duly 

*  allowed 
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allowed  by  two  justices  of  the  peace,  as  by  the  said  act  is 
required. 

IX.  “  And  whereas  by  an  act  made  in  the  eighth  and  ninth 
years  of  the  reign  of  His  late  Majesty  King  William  the  Third, 
intituled,  An  act  for  supplying  some  defects  in  the  laws  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor  of  this  kingdom ,  all  parishes  and  places  are 
obliged  to  receive  and  entertain  as  inhabitants  all  and  every 
person  and  persons  and  their  families,  which  come  from  any 
other  parishes  or  places  with  such  certificate  of  their  settle¬ 
ment  as  in  the  said  act  are  directed  and  required,  until  such 
certificate  persons  become  chargeable,  in  which  case  and  no 
others,  the  parishes  and  places  to  which  they  have  been  sent 
by  certificate,  are  authorised  to  reconvey,  and  those  from 
whence  they  came,  required  to  receive  the  said  certificate 
persons  and  their  families,  as  their  proper  parishioners  and  in¬ 
habitants  ;  but  no  provision  is  made  in  the  said  act  for  reim¬ 
bursing  the  parishes  and  places  the  charges  they  may  be  put 
to  in  reconveying  the  said  certificate  persons  to  their  former 
parishes  and  settlements,  or  for  the  maintenance  of  them  when 
sick  or  disabled,  till  they  may  be  in  a  condition  to  be  so  re¬ 
proved,  whereby  divers  parishes  and  places  are  often  put  to 
great  and  unavoidable  expences  in  removing  and  maintaining 
such  certificate  persons  and  their  families Now,  to  remedy 
and  prevent  the  same  for  the  future,  be  it  enacted  by  the  au¬ 
thority  aforesaid,  That  when  any  overseer  or  overseers  of  the 
poor  of  any  parish  or  place,  or  other  person,  shall  remove 
back  any  person  or  persons  or  their  families,  residing  in  such 
parish  or  place,  or  sent  thither  by  certificate,  and  becoming 
chargeable  as  aforesaid,  to  the  parish  or  place  to  which  such 
person  or  persons  shall  belong,  such  overseers  or  other  per¬ 
sons  shall  be  reimbursed  such  reasonable  charges  as  they  may 
have  been  put  unto,  in  maintaining  and  removing  such  person  or 
persons,  by  the  churchwardens  or  overseers  of  the  poor  of 
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the  parish  or  place,  to  which  such  person  or  persons  is  or  are 
removed,  the  said  charges  being  first  ascertained  and  allowed 
of  by  one  or  more  of  His  Majesty’s  justices  of  the  peace  for 
the  county  or  place  to  which  such  removal  shall  be  made  ; 
which  said  charges  so  ascertained  and  allowed,  shall,  in  case 
of  refusal  of  payment,  be  levied  by  distress  and  sale  of  the 
goods  and  chattels  of  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the 
poor  of  the  parish  or  place,  to  which  such  certificate  person, 
or  persons!  is  or  are  removed  by  warrant  or  warrants  under 
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5  Geo.  II.  c.  19. 

the  hand  $nd  seal,  or  hands  and  seals,  of  such  justice  or  jus¬ 
tices,  returning  the  overplus  if  any  there  be;  which  warrant¬ 
or  warrants  he  or  they  are  hereby  required  to  grant. 


[5  Geo.  II.  Cap.  19.] 

An  Act  to  oblige  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  at  their  General 
or  Quarter  Sessions  to  determine  Appeals  made  to  them 
according  to  the  Merits  of  the  Case ,  notwithstanding 
Defects  of  Form  in  the  original  Proceedings ;  and  to 
oblige  Persons  suing  forth  Writs  of  Certiorari  to  remove 
Or dei' s  made  on  such  Appeals  into  His  Majesty's  Court 
of  King's  Bench ,  to  give  Security  to  prosecute  the  same 
with  Effect. 

u  WHEREAS  in  many  cases  where  His  Majesty’s  jus- 
▼  *  tices  of  the  peace  by  law  are  impowered  to  give  or 
make  judgments  or  orders,  great  expences  have  been  occa¬ 
sioned  by  reason  that  such  judgments  or  orders  have,  on  ap¬ 
peals  to  the  justices  of  the  peace  at  their  respective  general 
or  quarter  sessions,  been  quashed  or  set  aside  upon  exceptions 
or  objections  to  the  form  or  forms  of  the  proceedings,  without 
hearing  or  examining  the  truth  and  merits  of  the  matter  in 
question  between  the  parties  concerned therefore  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  same  for  the  future,  may  it  please  Your  most  excellent 
Majesty  that  it  may  be  enacted,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  King’s 
most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  pre¬ 
sent  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
That  after  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  sevep 
hundred  and  thirty-two,  upon  all  appeals  to  be  made  to  the 
justices  of  the  peace  at  their  respective  general  or  quarter 
sessions  to  be  kolden  for  any  county,  riding,  city,  liberty,  or 
precinct,  within  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England, 
against  judgments  or  orders  given  or  made  by  any  justices  of 
the  peace  as  aforesaid,  such  justices  so  assembled  at  any  ge¬ 
neral  or  quarter  sessions  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  required 
from  time  to  time,  w  ithin  their  respective  jurisdictions,  upon 

all 
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nil  and  every  such  appeals  so  made  to  them,  to  cause  any  de¬ 
fect  or  defects  of  form  that  shall  be  found  in  any  such  original 
judgments  or  orders,  to  be  rectified  and  amended  without 
any  cost  or  charge  to  the  parties  concerned,  and  after  such 
amendment  made  shall  proceed  to  hear,  examine,  and  con¬ 
sider  the  truth  and  merits  of  all  matters  concerning  such  ori¬ 
ginal  judgments  or  orders,  and  likewise  to  examine  all  wit¬ 
nesses  upon  oath,  and  hear  all  other  proofs  relating  thereto, 
and  to  make  such  determinations  thereupon  as  by  law  they 
should  or  ought  to  have  done,  in  case  there  had  not  been 
such  defect  or  want  of  form  in  the  original  proceeding;  any 
law,  usage,  or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

II.  “  And  whereas  divers  writs  of  certiorari  have  been  pro¬ 
cured  to  remove  such  judgments  or  orders  into  His  Majesty’s 
court  of  king’s  bench  at  Westminster ,  in  hopes  thereby  to  dis¬ 
courage  and  weary  out  the  parties  concerned  in  such  judg¬ 
ments  or  orders  by  great  delays  and  expences be  it  there¬ 
fore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  certiorari 
shall  be  allowed  to  remove  any  such  judgment  or  order,  un¬ 
less  the  party  or  parties  prosecuting  such  certiorari  before 
the  allowance  thereof,  shall  enter  into  a  recognizance  with 
sufficient  sureties  before  one  or  more  justices  of  the  peace  of 
the  county  or  place,  or  before  the  justices  at  their  general 
quarter  sessions  or  general  sessions,  where  such  judgment  or 
order  shall  have  been  given  or  made,  or  before  any  one  of 
His  Majesty’s  justices  of  the  said  court  of  king’s  bench,  in 
the  sum  of  fifty  pounds,  with  condition  to  prosecute  the  same 
at  his  or  their  own  costs  and  charges  with  effect,  without  any 
wilful  or  affected  delay,  and  to  pay  the  party  or  parties,  in 
whose  favour  and  for  whose  benefit  such  judgment  or  order 
was  given  or  made,  within  one  month  after  the  said  judgment 
or  order  shall  be  confirmed,  their  full  costs  and  charges,  to  be 
taxed  according  to  the  course  of  the  court  where  such  judg¬ 
ments  or  orders  shall  be  confirmed ;  and  in  case  the  party  or 
parties  prosecuting  such  certiorari  shall  not  enter  into  such 
recognizance,  or  shall  not  perform  the  conditions  aforesaid, 
it  shall  and  rhay  be  lawful  for  the  said  justices  to  proceed  and 
make  such  further  order  or  orders  for  the  benefit  of  the 
party  or  parties  for  whom  such  judgment  shall  be  given,  in 
such  manner  as  if  no  certiorari  had  been  granted. 

III.  And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  the  recognizance  and  recognizances  to  be 
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riJed  '”t0  taken  as  af,°resaid,  shall  be  certified  into  the  court  of  king’s 
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Bench.  ~  oench  at  Westminster ,  and  there  filed  with  the  certiorari  and 
order,  or  judgment  removed  thereby ;  and  if  the  said  order  or 
judgment  shall  be  confirmed  by  the  said  court,  the  persons 
intitled  to  such  costs  for  the  recovery  thereof,  within  ten 
days  after  demand  made  of  the  person  or  persons  who  ought 
to  pay  the  said  costs,  upon  oath  made  of  the  making  such 
Attachment  demand  and  refusal  of  payment  thereof,  shall  have  an  at¬ 
tempt.  tachment  granted  against  him  or  them  by  the  said  court  for 
such  contempt,  and  the  said  recognizance  so  given,  upon  the 
allowing  of  such  certiorari  shall  not  be  discharged,  until  the 
costs  shall  be  paid,  and  the  order  so  confirmed  shall  be  com¬ 
plied  with  and  obeyed. 


[6  Geo.  II.  Cap.  31.] 

An  Act  for  the  Relief  of  Parishes  and  other  Places  from 
such  Charges  as  may  arise  from  Bastard  Children  horn 
1 within  the  same . 


After  24. 
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“  TI  THERE  AS  the  laws  now  in  being  are  not  sufficient 
▼  »  to  provide  for  the  securing  and  indemnifying 
parishes  and  other  places  from  the  great  charges  frequently 
arising  from  children  begotten  and  born  out  of  lawful  matri¬ 
mony  for  remedy  thereof,  be  it  enacted  by  the  King’s 
most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  pre¬ 
sent  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
That  from  and  after  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June ,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty- 
three,  if  any  single  woman  shall  be  delivered  of  a  bastard 
child,  which  shall  be  chargeable  or  likely  to  become  charge¬ 
able  to  any  parish  or  extraparochial  place,  or  shall  declare 
herself  to  be  with  child,  and  that  such  child  is  likely  to  be 
born  a  bastard,  and  to  be  chargeable  to  any  parish  or  extra- 
parochial  place,  and  shall  in  either  of  such  cases,  in  an  exa¬ 
mination  to  be  taken  in  writing,  upon  oath,  before  any  one  or 
more  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace  of  any  county,  riding, 
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division,  city,  liberty,  or  town  corporate,  wherein  such  parish 
or  place  shall  lie,  charge  any  person  with  having  gotten  her 
with  child,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  such  justice 
or  justices,  upon  application  made  to  him  or  them  by  the 
overseers  of  the  poor  of  such  parish,  or  by  any  one  of  them, 
or  by  any  substantial  householder  of  such  extraparochial  place, 
to  issue  out  his  or  their  warrant  or  warrants  for  the  immediate 
apprehending  such  person  so  charged  as  aforesaid,  and  for 
bringing  him  before  such  justice  or  justices,  or  before  any 
other  of  His  Majesty’s  justices  of  the  peace  of  such  county, 
riding,  division,  city,  liberty,  or  town  corporate  ;  and  the  jus¬ 
tice  or  justices  before  whom  such  person  shall  be  brought,  is 
and  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  commit  the  person 
so  charged  as  aforesaid  to  the  common  gaol  or  house  of  correc¬ 
tion  of  such  county,  riding,  division,  city,  liberty,  or  town 
corporate,  unless  he  shall  give  security  to  indemnify  such 
parish  or  place,  or  shall  enter  into  a  recognizance  with  suf¬ 
ficient  surety,  upon  condition  to  appear  at  the  next  general 
quarter  sessions  or  general  sessions  of  the  peace  to  be  holden 
for  such  county,  riding,  division,  city,  liberty,  or  town  cor¬ 
porate,  and  to  abide  and  perform  such  order  or  orders  as 
shall  be  made  in  pursuance  of  an  act  passed  in  the  eighteenth 
year  of  the  reign  of  Her  late  Majesty  Queen  Elizabeth ,  con¬ 
cerning  bastards  begotten  and  born  out  of  lawful  matrimony, 

II.  Provided  nevertheless,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  au¬ 
thority  aforesaid,  That  if  the  woman  so  charging  any  per¬ 
son  as  aforesaid  shall  happen  to  die,  or  be  married  before 
she  shall  be  delivered,  or  if  she  shall  miscarry  of  such  child, 
or  shall  appear  not  to  have  been  with  child  at  the  time  of 
her  examination,  then,  and  in  any  of  the  said  cases,  such 
person  shall  be  discharged  from  his  recognizance  at  the 
next  general  quarter  sessions  or  general  sessions  of  the 
peace  to  be  holden  for  such  county,  riding,  division,  city, 
liberty,  or  town  corporate,  or  immediately  released  out  of 
custody,  by  warrant  under  the  hand  and  seal,  or  hands  and 
seals,  of  any  one  or  more  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace 
residing  in  or  near  the  limits  where  such  parish  or  place 
shall  lie. 

III.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  upon  application  made  by  any  person  who 
shall  be  committed  to  any  gaol  or  house  of  correction  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  or  by  any  person  on  his  behalf,  to  any 
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justice  or  justices  residing  in  or  near  the  limits  where  such 
parish  or  place  shall  lie,  such  justice  or  justices  is  and  are 
hereby  authorized  and  required  to  summon  the  overseer  or 
overseers  of  the  poor  of  such  parish,  or  one  or  more  of  the 
substantial  householders  of  such  extraparochial  place,  to 
appear  before  him  or  them  at  a  time  and  place  to  be  men¬ 
tioned  in  such  summons,  to  shew  cause  why  such  person 
should  not  be  discharged ;  and  if  no  order  shall  appear  to 
have  been  made  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act  of  the  eight¬ 
eenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Her  late  Majesty  Queen  Elizabeth , 
within  six  weeks  after  such  woman  shall  have  been  delivered, 
such  justice  or  justices  shall  and  may  discharge  him  from 
his  imprisonment  in  such  gaol  or  house  of  correction  to 
which  he  shall  have  been  committed. 

IV.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  jus¬ 
tice  or  justices  of  the  peace  to  send  for  any  woman  what¬ 
soever  before  she  shall  be  delivered,  and  one  month  after, 
in  order  to  her  being  examined  concerning  her  pregnancy, 
or  supposed  pregnancy,  or  to  compel  any  woman  before 
she  shall  be  delivered  to  answer  to  any  questions  relating  to 
her  pregnancy ;  any  law,  usage,  or  custom,  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 


[16  Geo.  II.  Cap.  18.] 

An  Act  to  empower  Justices  of  the  Peace  to  act  in 
certain  Cases  relating  to  Parishes  and  Places ,  to  the 
Rates  and  Taxes  of  which  they  are  rated  o?'  chargeable . 

“  TT7HEREAS  doubts  have  arisen  whether,  according  to 
V  v  the  laws  and  statutes  now  in  force,  His  Majesty’s 
justices  of  the  peace  may  lawfully  act  in  any  case  relating 
to  the  parishes  or  places  to  the  rates  and  taxes  of  which 
such  justices  respectively  are  rated  or  chargeable may  it 
please  Your  Majesty  that  it  may  be  enacted,  and  be  it 
enacted  by  the  King’s  most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal, 
and  commons,  in  this  present  parliament  assembled,  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  same,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to 
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and  for  all  and  every  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace  for  any 
county,  riding,  city,  liberty,  franchise,  borough,  or  town 
corporate,  within  their  respective  jurisdictions,  to  make,  do, 
and  execute  all  and  every  act  or  acts,  matter  or  matters, 
thing  or  things,  appertaining  to  their  office  as  justice  or 
justices  of  the  peace,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  the  laws 
for  the  relief,  maintenance,  and  settlement  of  poor  persons ; 
for  passing  and  punishing  vagrants  ;  for  repair  of  the  high¬ 
ways  ;  or  to  any  other  laws  concerning  parochial  taxes, 
levies,  or  rates  ;  notwithstanding  any  such  justice  or  justices 
of  the  peace  is  or  are  rated  to  or  chargeable  with  the  taxes, 
levies,  or  rates  within  any  such  parish,  township,  or  place 
affected  by  any  such  act  or  acts  of  such  justice  or  justices  as 
aforesaid. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  no  act  or  acts,  matter  or  matters,  thing  or  things, 
which  hath  or  have  been  before  the  making  this  act  done, 
made,  or  executed,  by  any  such  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace, 
shall  hereafter  be  quashed  or  declared  void,  because  the  same 
hath  or  have  been  so  made,  done,  or  executed  by  any  such 
justice  or  justices,  so  rated  or  chargeable  as  aforesaid,  any  law, 
usage,  or  custom  whatsoever  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

III.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  this  act,  or  any  thing  therein 
contained,  shall  not  authorize  or  impower  any  justice  or 
justices  of  the  peace  for  any  county  or  riding  at  large,  to 
act  in  the  determination  of  any  appeal  to  the  quarter  ses¬ 
sions  for  any  such  county  or  riding,  from  any  order,  matter, 
or  thing  relating  to  any  such  parish,  township,  or  place, 
where  such  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace  is  or  are  so 
charged,  taxed,  or  chargeable  as  aforesaid ;  any  thing  herein 
contained  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 
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[17  Geo.  II.  Cap.  3.] 

An  Act  to  oblige  Overseers  of  the  Pool *  to  give  public 
Notice  of  Rates  made  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor , 
and  to  produce  the  same. 

“  W  J  ^^REAS  great  inconveniences  do  often  arise  in 
"  ^  cities,  towns  corporate,  parjshes,  townships,  and 
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places,  by  reason  of  the  unlimited  power  of  the  church¬ 
wardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor,  who  frequently,  on  fri¬ 
volous  pretences,  and  for  private  ends,  make  unjust  and 
illegal  rates  in  a  secret  and  clandestine  manner,  contrary  to 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  a  statute  made  in  the  forty- 
and-third  year  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth ,  intituled. 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  poor for  remedy  whereof, 
and  preventing  the  like  abuses  for  the  future,  be  it  enacted  by 
the  King’s  most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons, 
in  this  present  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  Map,  one  thou¬ 
sand  seven  hundred  and  forty-four,  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers,  or  other  persons  authorized  to  take  care  of  the 
poor  in  every  parish,  township,  or  place,  shall  give,  or  cause 
to  be  given,  public  notice  in  the  church,  of  every  rate  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor,  allowed  by  the  justices  of  peace,  the 
next  Sunday  after  the  same  shall  have  been  so  allowed  ;  and 
that  no  rate  shall  be  esteemed  or  reputed  valid  and  sufficient 
so  as  to  collect  and  raise  the  same,  unless  such  notice  shall 
have  been  given. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  churchwardens 
and  overseers  of  the  poor,  or  other  persons  authorized  as 
aforesaid,  in  every  parish,  township,  or  place,  shall  permit 
all  and  every  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish,  township, 
or  place,  to  inspect  every  such  rate  at  all  seasonable  times, 
paying  one  shilling  for  the  same,  and  shall,  upon  demand 
forthwith  give  copies  of  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  to 
any  inhabitant  of  the  said  parish,  township,  or  place,  paying 
at  the  rate  of  six-pence  for  every  twenty-four  names. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  church¬ 
warden  or  overseer  of  the  poor,  or  other  person  authorized 
as  aforesaid,  shall  not  permit  any  inhabitant  or  parishioner 
to  inspect  the  said  rates,  or  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  give 
copies  thereof  as  aforesaid,  such  churchwarden  or  overseer, 
or  other  person  authorized  as  aforesaid,  for  every  such 
offence,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  party  aggrieved  the 
sum  of  twenty  pounds,  to  be  sued  for,  and  recovered  by 
action  of  debt,  bill,  plaint,  or  information,  in  any  of  His 
Majesty’s  courts  of  record,  wherein  no  essoin,  protection,  or 
wager  of  law,  or  more  than  one  imparlance  shall  be  allowed. 


C  '07  3 


[17  Geo.  II.  Cap.  5.] 

An  Act  to  amend  and  make  more  effectual  the  Lam  ref¬ 
lating  to  Rogues ,  Vagabonds ,  and  other  idle  and  dis¬ 
orderly  Persons ,  and  to  Houses  of  Correction, 

“  TT7HEREAS  the  number  of  rogues,  vagabonds,  beg- 
▼  V  gars,  and  other  idle  and  disorderly  persons,  daily 
increases,  to  the  great  scandal,  loss,  and  annoyance  of  the 
kingdom  for  remedy  thereof,  be  it  enacted  b^  the  King’s 
most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this 
present  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  That  all  persons  who  threaten  to  run  away  and  leave 
their  wives  or  children  to  the  parish ;  and  all  persons  who 
shall  unlawfully  return  to  such  parish  or  place  from  whence 
they  have  been  legally  removed  by  order  of  two  justices  of 
the  peace,  without  bringing  a  certificate  from  the  parish  or 
place  whereunto  they  belong  ;  and  also  all  persons  who,  not 
having  wherewith  to  maintain  themselves,  live  idle  without 
employment,  and  refuse  to  work  for  the  usual  and  common 
wages  given  to  other  labourers  in  the  like  work,  in,  the 
parishes  or  places  where  they  then  are  ;  and  also  all  persons 
going  about  from  door  to  door,  or  placing  themselves  in 
streets,  highways,  or  passages,  to  beg  or  gather  alms  in 
the  parishes  or  places  where  they  dwell,  shall  be  deemed 
idle  and  disorderly  persons  :  and  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  any  justice  of  the  peace  to  commit  such  offenders, 
(being  thereof  convicted  before  him,  by  his  own  view,  or  by 
their  own  confession,  or  by  the  oath  of  one  or  more  credi¬ 
ble  witness  or  witnesses)  tt  the  house  of  correction,  there 
to  be  kept  to  hard  labour  for  any  time  not  exceeding  one 
month :  and  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  person  to 
apprehend,  and  carry  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  any 
such  persons  going  about  from  door  to  door,  or  placing 
themselves  in  streets,  highways,  or  passages,  to  beg  or 
gather  alms  in  the  parishes  or  places  where  they  dwell; 
and  if  they  shall  resist,  or  escape  from  the  person  appre¬ 
hending  them,  they  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  punish¬ 
ment  as  rogues  and  vagabonds  are  made  liable  to  by  this 
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act :  and  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  justice,  by 
warrant  under  his  hand  and  seal,  to  order  any  overseer  of 
the  poor  of  the  parish  or  place  where  such  offender  shall  be 
apprehended,  to  pay  the  sum  of  five  shillings  to  any  person 
or  persons  in  any  such  parish  or  place  so  apprehending 
them,  for  every  offender  so  apprehended ;  which  sum  shall 
be  allowed  to  such  overseer  in  his  account,  he  producing 
the  justice’s  order,  and  a  receipt  under  the  hand  of  the  per¬ 
son  or  persons  to  whom  such  sum  was  paid  :  but  if  such 
overseer  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  said  sum,  the 
said  justice,  on  oath  thereof  made,  may,  by  warrant  under 
his  hand  and  seal,  order  the  same  to  be  levied  by  distress  and 
sale  of  the  goods  of  such  overseer;  and  the  overplus  (if 
any)  after  the  charges  of  such  distress  satisfied,  shall  be 
returned  to  such  overseer,  who  in  such  case  shall  not  be 
allowed  the  sum  so  levied  in  his  account. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  all  persons  going  about  as  patent  gatherers,  or  gather¬ 
ers  of  alms,  under  pretences  of  loss  by  fire,  or  other  ca¬ 
sualty  ;  or  going  about  as  collectors  for  prisons,  gaols,  or 
hospitals  ;  all  fencers  and  bearwards ;  all  common  players  of 
interludes ;  and  all  persons  who  shall,  for  hire,  gain,  or 
reward,  act,  represent,  or  perform,  or  cause  to  be  acted, 
represented,  or  performed,  any  interlude,  tragedy,  comedy, 
opera,  play,  farce,  or  other  entertainment  of  the  stage,  or 
any  part  or  parts  therein,  not  being  authorized  by  law ; 
all  minstrels,  jugglers  ;  all  persons  pretending  to  be  gypsies, 
or  wandering  in  the  habit  or  form  of  Egyptians,  or  pretend¬ 
ing  to  have  skill  in  physiognomy,  palmestry,  or  like  crafty 
science,  or  pretending  to  tell  fortunes,  or  using  any  subtile 
craft  to  deceive  and  impose  on  any  of  His  Majesty’s  subjects, 
or  playing  or  betting  at  any  unlawful  games  or  plays;  and 
all  persons  who  run  away  and  leave  their  wives  or  children, 
whereby  they  become  chargeable  to  any  parish  or  place; 
and  all  petty  chapmen  and  pedlars  wandering  abroad,  not 
being  duly  licensed,  or  otherwise  authorised  by  law ;  and  all 
persons  wandering  abroad,  and  lodging  in  alehouses,  barns, 
out-houses,  or  in  the  open  air,  not  giving  a  good  account  of 
themselves  :  and  all  persons  wandering  abroad  and  begging, 
pretending  to  be  soldiers,  mariners,  seafaring  men,  or  pre¬ 
tending  to  go  to  work  in  harvest ;  and  all  other  persons 
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Vagabonds ,  and  Incorrigible  Rogues. 

wandering  abroad  and  begging,  shall  be  deemed  rogues  and 
vagabonds  within  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act. 

III.  Provided  always,  That  this  act,  or  any  thing  herein  ^‘oviso. 
contained,  shall  not  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to 
soldiers  wanting  subsistence,  having  lawful  certificates  from 

their  officers  or  the  secretary  at  war,  or  to  mariners  or  sea¬ 
faring  men  licensed  by  some  testimonial  or  writing  under  the 
hand  and  seal  of  some  justice  of  the  peace,  setting  down  the 
time  and  place  of  their  landing  or  discharge,  and  the  place-  to 
which  such  soldiers  or  mariners  are  to  pass,  and  the  names  of 
the  chief  towns  or  places  through  which  they  are  to  pass,  and 
limiting  the  time  of  such  their  passage,  while  they  continue 
in  the  direct  way  to  the  place  to  which  they  are  to  pass,  and 
during  the  time  so  limited  ;  or  to  any  person  or  persons  going 
abroad  to  work  at  any  lawful  worLin  the  time  of  harvest,  so 
as  he,  she,  or  they  carry  with  him,  her,  or  them,  a  certifi¬ 
cate  in  writing,  signed  by  the  minister  and  one  of  the  church¬ 
wardens  or  chapelwardens,  or  one  of  the  overseers  of  the 
poor  for  the  time  being,  of  the  parish,  chapelry,  or  place 
where  they  shall  respectively  inhabit,  declaring  that  he,  she, 
or  they  hath  or  have  a  dwelling-house  or  place  there  in  which 
he,  she,  or  they  inhabit. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Incorrigible 
That  all  end-gatherers  offending  against  an  act  made  in  the  rogues* 
thirteenth  year  of  His  late  Majesty  King  George  the  First,  13  Geo.  1. 
intituled,  An  act for  the  better  regulation  of  the  woollen  manu -  c'  23‘ 

facture ,  and  for  'preventing  disputes  among  the  persons  con¬ 
cerned  therein  ;  and for  limiting  a  time  for  prosecuting  for  the 
forfeiture  appointed  by  an  act  of  the  twelfth  year  of  His  Ma¬ 
jesty's  reign ,  in  case  of  payment  of  the  workmen  s  wages  in  any 
other  manner  than  in  money ,  being  convicted  of  such  offence  ; 
and  all  persons  apprehended  as  rogues  and  vagabonds,  and  es¬ 
caped  from  the  persons  apprehending  them,  or  refusing  to  go 
before  a  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace,  or  to  be  examined 
upon  oath  before  such  justice  or  justices,  or  refusing  to  be 
conveyed  by  any  such  pass  as  is  hereinafter  directed,  or 
knowingly  giving  a  false  account  of  themselves,  on  such  ex¬ 
amination,  after  warning  given  them  of  their  punishment ; 
and  all  rogues  or  vagabonds  who  shall  break  or  escape  out 
of  any  house  of  correction,  before  the  expiration  of  the  term 
for  which  they  were  committed  or  ordered  to  be  confined  by 
virtue  of  this  act ;  and  all  persons  who  after  having  been  pu- 
-  nished 
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nislied  as  rogues  and  vagabonds,  and  discharged,  shall  again 
commit  any  of  the  said  offences,  shall  be  deemed  incorrigible 
rogues  within  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  if  any  person  shall  be  found  offending  against  this  act, 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  person  whatsoever  to  ap¬ 
prehend  the  person  so  offending,  and  to  convey,  or  cause  to 
be  conveyed  to  some  justice  of  the  peace,  the  persons  so 
apprehended,  to  be  proceeded  against  in  such  manner  as  is 
hereinafter  directed:  and  in  case  any  constable,  or  other 
such  officer,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  use  his  best  endea¬ 
vours  to  apprehend  or  convey  to  some  justice  of  the  peace, 
any  such  offender,  it  shall  be  deemed  a  neglect  of  duty  in 
such  constable  or  officer,  and  he  shall  be  punished  in  such 
manner  as  is  hereinafter  directed  :  and  in  case  any  other  per¬ 
son,  being  charged  by  any  justice  of  the  peace  so  to  do,  shall 
refuse  or  neglect  to  use  his  best  endeavours  to  apprehend  and 
deliver  to  the  constable,  or  such  other  officer,  or  to  carry  such 
offender  before  such  justice  of  the  peace,  where  no  con¬ 
stable  or  other  such  officer  can  be  found ;  such  person  so 
offending  as  aforesaid,  being  therefore  convicted  upon  view, 
or  by  the  oath  of  one  or  more  credible  witness  or  witnesses, 
before  one  or  more  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace,  shall  for¬ 
feit  the  sum  of  ten  shillings,  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the 
parish  or  place  wherein  such  offence  shall  be  committed  ;  to 
be  levied  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  offender’s  goods,  by  war¬ 
rant  from  any  justice  or  justices  ;  and  the  overplus  (if  any) 
after  the  charges  of  such  distress  satisfied,  shall  be  returned 
to  such  offender  ;  and  in  case  any  person  not  being  a  con¬ 
stable  or  such  other  officer,  shall  apprehend  any  such  rogue 
or  vagabond,  and  shall  deliver  him  or  her  to  a  constable  or 
other  such  officer,  or  shall  convey,  or  cause  him  or  her  to  be 
conveyed  to  some  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace,  according 
to  the  directions  of  this  act ;  or  if  any  constable  or  other 
such  officer,  shall  so  apprehend  and  convey  such  rogue  or 
vagabond ;  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such,  justice  or  jus¬ 
tices  to  reward  any  such  constable  or  other  person,  by  mak¬ 
ing  an  order  under  hand  and  seal  upon  the  high  or  chief  con¬ 
stable,  to  pay  the  sum  of  ten  shillings  to  the  person  so  ap¬ 
prehending  him  or  her,  within  one  week  after  demand,  and 
producing  such  order,  and  upon  his  giving  a  receipt  for  the 
same ;  and  the  same  shall  be  allowed  or  paid  by  the  treasurer 
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of  the  county,  riding,  division,  or  liberty,  to  such  high  or 
chief  constable  on  his  passing  his  accounts,  and  delivering 
such  order  and  receipt,  and  also  his  own  receipt  for  the  same, 
to  such  treasurer ;  and  the  same  justices,  at  the  general  or 
quarter  sessions,  shall  allow  the  same  to  such  treasurer  in  his 
accounts,  upon  his  producing  and  delivering  up  the  vouchers 
aforesaid :  and  in  cities,  boroughs,  towns  corporate,  and 
other  places  where  there  are  no  high  or  chief  constables 
such  petty  constables  and  other  officers  shall  pay  or  retain 
such  reward,  as  aforesaid,  and  be  allowed  what  they  shall  so 
pay  or  retain  by  virtue  of  this  act  in  their  respective  accounts, 
upon  their  producing  and  delivering  up  the  like  vouchers : 
and  in  case  any  high  or  chief  constable,  or  where  there  is 
no  high  or  chief  constable,  such  petty  constable,  or  other 
officer,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  such  reward  on  demand, 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  justice  or  justices  of  the 
peace,  by  warrant  under  hand  and  seal,  to  levy  the  sum  of 
twenty  shillings,  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  of  such 
officer,  and  thereout  to  allow  to  the  person  entitled  thereto, 
the  said  reward  of  ten  shillings,  and  such  other  recompence 
for  his  trouble,  loss  of  time,  and  expences,  as  the  said  jus¬ 
tice  or  justices  shall  think  fit;  and  the  overplus  (if  any)  shall 
be  returned  to  such  officer  upon  demand, 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  every  county,  riding,  city, 
borough,  town  corporate,  division,  or  liberty,  or  any  two  of 
them,  shall,  four  times  in  the  year  at  least,  or  oftener  (if  need 
be),  meet  in  their  respective  divisions,  and  by  their  warrant, 
command  the  constables  or  other  peace  officers  of  every  hun¬ 
dred,  parish,  town,  and  hamlet  in  their  several  divisions,  who 
shall  be  assisted  with  sufficient  men  of  the  same  places,  to 
make  a  general  privy  search  in  one  night,  throughout  their 
several  and  respective  limits,  for  the  finding  and  apprehend¬ 
ing  of  rogues  and  vagabonds  ;  and  every  justice  of  the  peace 
shall  also,  on  receiving  information  that  rogues  and  vagabonds 
are  in  any  place  within  his  jurisdiction,  issue  his  warrant  to 
the  constable  or  other  officer  of  such  place,  to  search  for  and 
apprehend  such  rogues  and  vagabonds,  and  such  rogues  and 
vagabonds  as  they  shall  find  and  apprehend  upon  such 
searches,  they  shall  cause  to  be  brought  before  any  justice 
or  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  same  county,  riding,  city, 
borough,  town  corporate,  division,  or  liberty. 
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VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  where  any  rogues  or  vagabonds,  apprehended  by  any 
constable,  or  such  other  officer  or  person  as  aforesaid,  or 
upon  such  search  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  brought  before  any 
justice  or  justices  of  the  peace,  it  shall  and  may  be  law¬ 
ful  for  such  justice  or  justices,  and  he  or  they  are  hereby  re¬ 
quired,  to  inform  himself  or  themselves,  by  the  examination 
upon  oath  of  the  person  or  persons  apprehended,  or  of  any 
other  person,  of  the  condition  and  circumstances  of  the  per¬ 
son  or  persons  so  apprehended,  and  of  the  parish  or  place 
where  he,  she,  or  they  were  last  legally  settled ;  the  sub¬ 
stance  of  which  examination  or  examinations,  shall  be  put 
into  writing,  and  be  subscribed  or  signed  by  the  person  or 
persons  so  examined  ;  and  the  said  justice  or  justices  shall 
likewise  sign  the  same,  and  transmit  it  to  the  next  general  or 
quarter  sessions  of  the  peace,  to  be  holden  for  the  same 
county,  riding,  city,  borough,  town  corporate,  division  or 
liberty,  there  to  be  filed  and  kept  on  record ;  and  such  jus¬ 
tice  or  justices  of  the  peace  shall  and  are  hereby  required  to 
order  all  such  persons  so  apprehended,  to  be  publickly  whipt 
by  the  constable,  petty  constable,  or  tythingman,  or  some 
other  person  to  be  appointed  by  such  constable,  petty  con¬ 
stable,  or  tythingman,  of  such  parish  or  place  where  such 
persons  were  apprehended ;  or  to  order  such  persons  to  be 
sent  to  the  house  of  correction,  there  to  remain  until  the 
next  general  or  quarter  sessions,  or  for  any  less  time,  as  such 
justice  or  justices  shall  think  proper ;  and  after  such  whip¬ 
ping  or  confinement,  such  justice  or  justices  may,  and  are 
hereby  impowered,  if  they  think  convenient,  by  a  pass  under 
hand  and  seal  in  the  manner  and  form  hereinafter  directed, 
to  cause  such  persons  to  be  conveyed  to  the  place  of  their  last 
legal  settlement ;  but  if  it  cannot  be  found,  then  to  the  place 
of  their  birth  ;  or  if  such  persons,  or  any  of  them,  be  under 
the  age  of  fourteen  years,  and  have  any  father  or  mother 
living,  then  to  the  place  of  the  abode  of  such  father  or 
mother,  there  to  be  delivered  to  some  churchwarden,  chapel- 
warden,  or  overseer  of  the  poor  of  such  parish,  town,  or  place ; 
which  pass  shall  be  in  the  form  or  to  the  effect  following : 

To  the  constable  oj'  in  the  county  of 

[or  to  the  tythingman,  or  other  officer,  as  the  case  shall  be, 
or  if  the  offender  is  committed  to  the  house  of  correction, 
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then  to  the  governor  or  master  thereof]  And  also  to  all 
constables  and  other  officers  whom  it  may  concern ,  to  receive 
and  convey ;  and  to  the  churchwardens  chapelwardens ,  or 
overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish,  town  or  place,  (as  the 
case  shail  be)  of  in  the  county  of  or  either 

of  them ,  to  receive  and  obey .  . 


HERE  AS  teas  (or  were)  apprehended  Form  of  the 

in  the  parish  of  (or  in  the  town  of  1  ’  ’ 

or  other  place,  describing  it)  as  a  rogue  and  vagabond ,  or 
as  rogues  and  vagabonds,  videlicet,  wandering  and  begging 
there  (or  as  the  case  shall  be)  and  upon  examination  of  the 
said  taken  before  upon  oath  ( which  ex¬ 

amination  is  hereunto  annexed)  it  doth  appear ,  that  his ,  her, 
or  their  last  legal  settlement  is  at  in  this  county,  (or, 

in  the  county  of  '  ) ,  or,  that  the  said  was, 

(or  were)  born  in  the  parish  of  in  this  county ,  (or 

in  the  county  of  ),  and  hath  (or  have)  not  since 

obtained  any  legal  settlement ;  or,  that  the  said  is 

(or  are)  under  the.  age  of  fourteen  years,  and  hath  (or  have) 
a  father  or  mother  living  or  abiding  in  the  parish  (or  town) 
of  (or  other  place  describing  it.)  These  are 

therefore  to  require  you  the  said  constable,  or  other  officer 
(or  governor  or  master  of  the  house  of  correction,  as  the 
case  shall  be)  to  convey  the  said  in  the  next  direct 

way  to  the  said  parish  v(or  town)  of  (or  other 

place)  within  the  said  county ,  and  there  to  deliver  him  (her 
or  them)  to  some  churchwarden,  chapelwarden,  or  overseer 
of  the  poor  of  the  same  parish  (town  or  place)  to  be  there 
provided  for  according  to  law,  or  in  case  the  said  parish, 
town,  or  place,  to  which  such  person  or  persons  is  or  are  to 
be  sent,  lies  in  some  other  county,  riding,  division,  corpora¬ 
tion,  or  franchise,  having  separate  or  general  quarter  ses¬ 
sions  of  the  peace,  then  the  form  shall  be  as  followeth, 
videlicet ,  To  convey  the  said  to  the  parish  (or  town) 

of  that  being  the  first  parish  (or  town)  in  the  next  pre¬ 

cinct  through  which  he  (she  or  they)  ought  to  pass  in  the  di¬ 
rect  way  to  the  said  parish  (or  town )  of  to  which  he 

(she  or  they)  is  (or  are)  to  be  sent ,  and  to  deliver  him  (her 
or  them)  to  the  constable,  or  other  officer  of  such  frst  town 
(  or  parish )  in  such  next  precinct ,  together  with  this  pass,  and 
the  duplicate  of  the  examination  of  the  said  taking 

his  receipt  for  the  same  ;  and  the  said  is  (or  are)  to 

vol.  11.  [h]  he 
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be  thence  conveyed  on  in  like  manner  to  the  said  parish  (or 
town)  of  there  to  be  delivered  to  some  church- 

warden,  chapelwarden,  or  overseer  of  the  poor  of  the  same 
parish  (town  or  place)  to  be  there  provided  for  according  to 
law  ;  and  you  the  said  churchwardens ,  chapelwardens,  and 
overseers  of  the  poor,  are  hereby  required  to  receive  the  said 
person  (or  persons)  and  provide  for  him  (her  or  them)  as 
aforesaid. 

VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore¬ 
said,  That  such  justice  or  justices  shall  make,  or  cause  to 
be  made,  a  duplicate  of  such  pass  and  examination,  and 
sign  the  same :  and  shall  afterwards  transmit  the  duplicate 
of  the  said  pass  annexed  to  the  examination,  to  the  next 
general  or  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace,  there  to  be  filed 
and  kept  on  record ;  and  shall  annex  the  duplicate  of  the 
examination  to  the  pass,  and  send  it  with  the  same ;  and  the 
said  pass,  examination,  and  duplicates  thereof,  shall  and  may 
be  read  in  any  court  of  record  in  England,  Wales,  or  the 
town  of  Berwiclc-upon-Tweed ,  as  evidence. 

IX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  where  any  offender  against  this  act  shall  be  committed, 
as  aforesaid,  to  the  house  of  correction,  there  to  remain 
until  the  next  general  or  quarter  sessions ;  and  the  justices 
at  such  sessions  shall,  on  examination  of  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  adjudge  such  person  a  rogue  or  vagabond,  or 
an  incorrigible  rogue ;  they  may,  if  they  think  convenient, 
order  such  rogue  or  vagabond  to  be  detained  and  kept  in  the 
said  house  of  correction  to  hard  labour,  for  anv  further  time 
not  exceeding  six  months,  and  such  incorrigible  rogue,  for 
any  further  time,  not  exceeding  two  years,  nor  less  than  six 
months  from  the  time  of  making  such  order  of  sessions  ;  and 
during  the  time  of  such  person’s  confinement,  to  be  cor¬ 
rected  by  whipping,  in  such  manner,  and  at  such  times  and 
places  within  their  jurisdictions,  as,  according  to  the  nature 
of  such  person’s  offence,  they  in  their  discretion  shall,  think 
fit ;  and  such  person  may  (if  the  justices  at  the  said  sessions 
shall  think  convenient)  afterwards  be  sent  away  by  such 
pass,  mutatis  mutandis,  as  aforesaid;  and  if  such  person 
being  a  male,  is  above  the  age  of  twelve  years,  the  justices 
at  their  sessions  may,  and  are  hereby  impowered,  at  any 
time  before  he  is  discharged  from  the  house  of  correction,  to 
send  him  to  be  employed  in  His  Majesty’s  service,  either  by 
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sea  or  land,  if  they  shall  judge  proper ;  and  in  case  any 
such  incorrigible  rogue,  so  ordered  by  the  said  general  or 
quarter  sessions,  to  be  detained  and  kept  in  the  said  house 
of  correction,  shall,  before  the  expiration  of  the  time  for 
which  he  or  she  shall  be  so  ordered  to  be  there  detained  and 
kept,  break  out  or  make  his  or  her  escape  from  the  said 
house  of  correction,  or  shall  offend  again  in  like  manner ; 
in  every  such  case,  every  such  person  shall  be  deemed  and 
taken  to  be  guilty  of  felony,  and  being  legally  convicted 
thereof,  shall  and  may  be  transported  for  any  tima  not 
exceeding  seven  years,  in  the  same  manner  as  by  the  laws 
now  in  being  other  felons  may  be  transported. 

X.  And  to  prevent  unnecessary  expence  in  the  passing  or  justices  to 
conveying  of  rogues,  vagabonds,  and  incorrigible  rogues,  Be  regulate  the 
it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  justice  or  tlfe 
justices  of  the  peace,  who  shall  make  the  pass,  shall,  at  the  officers  cer- 
same  time,  with  the  said  pass,  cause  likewise  to  be  delivered  tlIJC3tes* 
to  the  constable,  or  other  officer  appointed  to  convey  them, 
a  note  or  certificate,  ascertaining  how  they  are  to  be  con¬ 
veyed,  by  horse,  cart,  or  on  foot,  and  what  allowance  such 
constable  or  other  officer  is  to  have  for  conveying  them 
(according  to  the  rates  or  allowances  appointed  by  the 
general  or  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace,  as  is  hereinafter 
directed)  in  the  form,  or  to  the  effect  following,  videlicet  : 

WHEREAS  by  a  pass  (reciting  the  substance  or  effect  Form  of  the 
of  the  said  pass)  /  (or  we)  do  hereby  order  and  di-  cenificates* 
red  the  said  person  ( or  persons )  to  be  conveyed  on  foot  ( or 
in  a  cart,  or  by  horse,  et  cetera)  to  the  said  town  (or  parish) 
of  in  (or  other  place,  describing  it)  in  the  way 

to  such  parish  (town  or  place,  as  the  case  shall  be)  in 

days  time  ;  for  which  the  said  constable  (et  cetera) 
is  to  be  allowed  the  sum  of  and  no  more . 

Given  under  my  hand  ( or  our  hands )  this  day,  et  cetera . 

XI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  The  duty  of 
That  the  constable,  or  other  officer,  who  shall  receive  such  offi[ers  vvuh 

7  such  pass 

pass  and  certificate,  shall,  and  is  hereby  required  to  convey,  and  certifi- 
or  cause  to  be  conveyed,  the  person  or  persons  named  in  cate* 
such  pass,  in  such  manner,  and  in  such  time,  as  by  the  same  Amended  by 
pass  shall  be  directed,  the  next  direct  way  to  the  place  where  ^  Geo- 
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he,  she,  or  they  are  ordered  to  be  sent,  if  such  place  be  in  the 
same  county,  riding,  division,  corporation,  or  franchise,  where 
the  said  person  or  persons  were  apprehended ;  but  if  the  place 
to  which  the  person  or  persons  so  apprehended  is  or  are  to 
be  sent,  lies  in  some  other  county,  riding,  division,  corpo¬ 
ration,  or  franchise,  he  shall  deliver  the  said  person  or  per¬ 
sons  to  the  constable  or  such  other  officer  of  the  first  town, 
parish,  or  place,  in  the  next  county,  riding,  division,  corpo¬ 
ration,  or  franchise,  in  the  direct  way  to  the  place  to  which 
such  person  or  persons  is  or  are  to  be  conveyed,  together 
with  the  said  pass  and  duplicate  of  examination,  taking  his 
receipt  for  the  same ;  and  such  constable  or  other  officer 
shall,  without  delay,  apply  to  some  justice  of  the  peace  in. 
the  same  county,  riding,  division,  corporation,  or  franchise, 
who  shall  make  the  like  certificate  as  before  ( mutatis  mutan¬ 
dis)  and  deliver  it  to  the  said  constable  or  other  officer,  who 
shall  and  is  hereby  required  with  all  speed  to  convey  the  per¬ 
son  or  persons  unto  the  first  parish,  town,  or  place,  in  the 
next  county,  riding,  division,  corporation,  or  franchise,  in 
the  direct  way  to  the  place  to  which  such  person  or  persons 
is  or  are  to  be  conveyed ;  and  so  in  like  manner  from  one 
county,  riding,  division,  corporation,  or  franchise,  to  another, 
till  they  come  to  the  place  to  which  such  person  or  persons 
is  or  are  sent ;  and  the  constable  or  other  officer,  who  shall 
deliver  such  person  or  persons  to  the  churchwarden  or  other 
person  ordered  to  receive  them  by  such  pass,  shall  at  the  same 
time  deliver  the  said  pass,  with  the  duplicate  of  examination, 
taking  their  receipt  for  the  same  ;  and  if  the  churchwarden 
or  other  person,  who  shall  receive  any  person  so  sent,  shall 
think  the  examination  to  be  false,  he  is  hereby  impowered  to 
carry  the  person  so  sent  before  some  justice  of  the  peace, 
who,  if  he  see  cause,  may  commit  such  person  to  the  house 
of  correction,  till  the  next  quarter  sessions,  and  the  justices 
there,  if  they  see  cause,  may  deal  with  such  person  as  an  in-  . 
corrigible  rogue ;  but  the  person  so  sent  shall  not  be  removed, 
from  the  place  to  which  sent,  but  by  order  of  two  justices,  in 
the  same  manner  as  other  poor  persons  are  removed  to  the 
place  of  their  settlement. 

XII.  “  And  whereas  it  often  happens  that  persons  commit 
acts  of  vagrancy  when  they  are  in  circumstances  sufficient  to 
pay  for  their  journey  home Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any 
13  justice 
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justice  of  the  peace,  before  whom  any  vagrants  shall  be  car¬ 
ried,  to  order  such  vagrants  to  be  searched,  and  their  bun¬ 
dles  to  be  inspected  by  the  constable,  tythingman,  church¬ 
warden,  or  overseer  of  the  poor,  in  the  presence  of  the  said 
justice  ;  and  if  it  shall  appear,  that  any  such  vagrant  shall  be 
found  to  have  sufficient  wherewithal  to  pay  for  their  passage, 
either  in  the  whole  or  in  part,  to  the  parish  to  which  they 
belong,  then  the  said  justice  or  justices  shall  order  so  much 
of  the  money  to  be  paid,  or  other  effects  found  with  or  upon 
such  vagrants,  to  be  sold  and  employed  for  and  towards  the 
expence  of  taking  up  and  passing  such  vagrants  as  aforesaid, 
returning  the  overplus  (if  any  be),  after  deducting  the 
charges  of  such  sale,  to  such  vagrants. 

XIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Regulations 
That  the  constable  or  other  officer  of  any  parish  or  place, 
within  the  counties  of  Cumberland ,  Northumberland ,  Durham ,  Scotland, 
or  town  of  Berwick-upon-Tweed,  shall,  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized  and  required,  upon  any  person  or  persons  being 
delivered  to  them  by  a  pass  and  examination,  who  shall  have 
been  apprehended  within  the  said  counties  or  town,  or  brought 
to  them  according  to  the  direction  of  this  act,  whose  place  of 
legal  settlement  is  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scot¬ 
land,  to  deliver  the  said  examination  to  the  clerk  of  the  peace 
for  such  respective  county,  to  be  kept  among  the  records  of 
the  sessions  of  that  county,  and  to  convey  or  cause  to  be  con¬ 
veyed  such  person  or  persons,  with  the  said  pass,  into  the 
next  adjoining  shire,  stewartry,  or  place  in  that  part  of  the 
united  kingdom ;  and  to  deliver  him,  her,  or  them,  to  some 
constable  or  other  officer  of  the  next  parish,  district,  or 
place  within  the  said  shire,  stewartry,  or  place,  taking 
his  receipt  for  him,  her,  or  them ;  and  such  officer  is 
hereby  required  to  receive  such  person  or  persons,  and  give 
such  receipt,  and  to  dispose  of  him,  her,  or  them,  according 
to  law ;  and  in  case  any  such  vagrant  after  being  so  sent  and 
conveyed  into  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  shall, 
after  being  so  sent  as  aforesaid,  be  found  wandering,  begging, 
or  misbehaving  him  or  herself  within  that  part  of  Great 
Britain  called  England,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  mean¬ 
ing  of  this  act;  every  such  person  so  offending,  shall  be 
deemed  an  incorrigible  rogue,  and  be  punished  as  incorrigible 
rogues  are  to  be  punished  by  this  act. 

XIV.  “  And  whereas  divers  vagrants  have  been  conveyed 
from  county  to  county,  in  order  to  be  sent  to  places  in  Ire- 
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land,  the  isles  of  Man,  Jersey,  Guernsey,  or  Scilly,  (their  last 
legal  settlement),  but  for  want  of  authority  to  compel  mas¬ 
ters  of  ships  and  vessels  to  take  them  on  board,  in  order  to 
be  carried  thither  at  reasonable  rates,  they  may  be  very 
chargeable  to  the  maritime  counties,  towns,  and  places  in 
England  and  Wales ,  where  they  may  lie  for  such  exporta- 
Regulations  tion Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
va^rants^nto  an<^  every  master  and  masters  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  or 
Ireland,  &c.  pacquet  boat  bound  for  Ireland ,  the  isles  of  Man ,  Jersey , 
Guernsey ,  or  Scilly ,  shall,  and  they,  and  each  of  them  is  and 
are  hereby  required,  upon  warrant  to  him  or  them  directed, 
under  the  hand  and  seal  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the 
county,  town,  or  place  where  such  ship,  vessel,  or  pacquet 
boat  shall  lie,  to  take  on  board  the  same  such  vagrant  and 
vagrants  as  shall  be  named  and  expressed  in  the  said  warrant, 
and  convey  him,  her,  or  them  to  such  place  in  Ireland ,  the 
isles  of  Man,  Jersey ,  Guernsey ,  or  Scilly ,  as  such  ship,  ves¬ 
sel,  or  pacquet  boat  shall  be  bound  to,  or  shall  arrive  at ;  and 
for  the  charges  thereof  such  master  shall  take,  and  the  con¬ 
stable  or  person  who  serves  him  with  the  said  warrant,  shall 
pay  him  such  rate  'per  head  as  the  justices  of  the  peace  at 
their  quarter  sessions  shall  from  time  to  time  appoint  for 
every  such  vagrant  so  brought  and  delivered  to  hipi ;  and 
such  master  shall,  and  is  hereby  required,  on  the  back  of  the 
said  warrant,  to  sign  a  receipt  for  the  money  so  paid,  and 
also  for  the  vagrant  or  vagrants  so  brought  and  delivered ; 
which  warrant  so  endorsed  shall  then  be  produced  to  the 
justice  of  the  peace  who  signed  and  sealed  the  same,  and 
upon  his  allowance  thereof,  under  his  hand,  the  money  so 
paid  shall  be  repaid  by  the  county,  in  such  manner  as  by 
this  act  the  money  to  be  paid  for  conveying  vagrants  from 
county  to  county  is  directed ;  and  every  master  of  such  ship, 
vessel,  or  pacquet  boat,  neglecting  or  refusing  to  receive  on 
board,  or  to  transport  such  vagrant  or  vagrants,  or  to  indorse 
and  sign  such  receipt  as  aforesaid,  shall  forfeit  five  pounds 
to  .the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  or  place  where  the  offence 
shall  be  committed ;  to  be;Jevied  by  distress  and  sale  of  the 
said  ship,  or  any  goods  within  the  same,  by  warrant  under 
the  hand  and  seal  of  any  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  same 
county,  city,  or  town  corporate,  returning  the  overplus  (if 
any  be)  upon  demand,  after  the  said  penalty  and  charges  of 
levying  the  same  is  satisfied. 
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XV.  Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  declared,  That  no  Masters  not 

master  of  any  such  pacquet  boat,  ship,  or  vessel,  shall  be  com-  take  Gn 
pelled  to  take  on  board  more  than  one  vagrant  for  every  k°arcJ  mor* 
twenty  tons  burthen  of  any  such  boat,  ship,  or  vessel.  grant  for 

XVI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  every  ao 
That  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  any  county,  riding,  city,  .  ur“ 
borough,  town  corporate,  division,  or  liberty,  shall  and  may  Justices  to 
at  the  general  or  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  from  time  to  J,"™* 
time,  limit,  appoint,  and  direct  what  rates  and  allowances'  per  mile  for 
mile,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  made  for  the  passing,  conveying, 

or  maintaining  of  rogues,  vagabonds,  or  incorrigible  rogues,  & 
to  be  passed  or  conveyed  as  aforesaid ;  and  may  likewise 
make  such  other  orders,  rules,  and  directions,  for  the  more 
regular  proceeding  or  acting  therein,  within  their  respective 
limits  and  jurisdictions,  as  they,  in  their  discretion,  shall  think 
proper ;  which  rates,  allowances,  orders,  rules,  and  directions 
shall  from  time  to  time,  be  observed  and  submitted  to  by  all 
justices  of  the  peace,  constables,  officers,  and  other  persons 
within  the  same  limits  and  jurisdictions  respectively. 

XVII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  any  petty  The  high 
constable,  or  other  such  officer  of  any  parish  or  place,  shall  conslaLle  t9 

.  •7r  1  ’  pay  the  rates 

bring  to  any  high  or  chief  constable  any  such  certificate  as  t0  petty  con- 
aforesaid,  as  shall  be  given  him  by  any  justice  or  justices  of  stables,  &c. 
the  peace  for  the  proper  county  or  place,  ascertaining  how  vagrants. § 
and  for  what  rates  or  allowances  he  shall  be  required  to  con¬ 
vey  any  rogues,  vagabonds,  or  incorrigible  rogues  as  afore¬ 
said,  together  with  a  receipt  or  note  from  any  constable  or 
other  officer  or  person  to  whom  the  person  or  persons  so  to 
be  conveyed,  was  or  were  delivered,  the  said  high  or  chief 
constable  shall  and  may  pay  unto  such  petty  constable  or 
other  officer  the  rates  or  allowances  ascertained  in  and  by 
such  certificate,  and  no  more,  taking  from  such  petty  con- 
table  or  other  officer  such  certificate,  and  his  receipt  for 
the  same ;  and  the  said  high  or  chief  constable  shall  be  al¬ 
lowed  the  same  by  the  treasurer  of  the  county,  riding,  liberty, 
division,  corppration,  or  franchise,  on  his  passing  his  accounts, 
upon  his  producing  and  delivering  up  such  certificate  and  re¬ 
ceipt,  and  giving  his  own  receipt  for  the  same  to  such  trea¬ 
surer  ;  and  the  justices  at  the  general  or  quarter  sessions  shall 
allow  the  same  to  such  treasurer  in  his  accounts,  upon  his 
producing  and  delivering  up  the  vouchers  aforesaid  :  and  in  Penalty  on 
case  any  high  or  chief  constable  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay 
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fusing  to  pay  the  said  petty  constable,  or  other  officer  or  person,  the  rates 
by  theVs-  or  allowances  ascertained  in  and  by  such  certificate  and  re- 
tices*  war-  ceipt,  on  demand ;  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  justice 
or  justices  of  the  peace,  by  warrant  under  hand  and  seal,  to 
levy  double  the  sum  ascertained  by  such  certificate,  by 
distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  of  such  high  or  chief  constable, 
and  thereout  to  allow  the  said  petty  constable,  or  other  officer 
or  person,  the  sum  ascertained  in  and  by  such  certificate 
and  receipt,  and  such  other  recompence  for  his  trouble,  loss 
of  time,  and  expences  as  the  said  justice  or  justices  shall 
think  fit;  and  the  overplus  (if  any)  shall  be  returned  to  such 
high  or  chief  constable  upon  demand ;  and  in  cities,  towns 
corporate,  and  other  places,  where  there  is  no  high  or 
chief  constable,  such  petty  constables  or  other  officers  shall 
be  allowed  what  they  shall  so  pay  pursuant  to  the  directions 
of  such  certificate,  in  their  respective  accounts,  upon  their 
producing  and  delivering  up  such  vouchers ;  or  in  case  any 
governor  or  master  of  a  house  of  correction  shall  deliver  such 
certificate  and  receipt  to  any  treasurer  as  aforesaid,  such 
treasurer  shall  pay  the  rates  therein  ascertained  to  such  go¬ 
vernor  or  master  of  a  house  of  correction,  taking  his  receipt 
for  the  same,  which  shall  be  allowed  to  such  treasurer  in  his 
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accounts,  on  his  producing  and  delivering  up  such  vouchers. 

XVIII.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  in  case  any  such  petty  constable,  or 
other  officer,  or  governor,  or  master  of  any  house  of  correc¬ 
tion,  shall  counterfeit  any  such  certificate,  receipt,  or  note, 
or  make,  or  knowingly  permit  to  be  made,  any  alteration  in 
any  such  certificate,  receipt,  or  note,  he  shall  forfeit  the  sum 
of  fifty  pounds ;  and  in  case  he  shall  not  convey,  or  cause  to 
be  conveyed,  the  persons  to  the  place  where  they  ought  to 
be  conveyed,  or  shall  not  deliver  them  to  the  proper  person; 
or  if  any  constable,  or  other  officer  or  person,  shall  refuse  to 
receive  any  such  persons  sent  to  them,  or  to  give  a  receipt  or 
note  as  before  directed;  that  in  any  of  the  said  cases  the 
constable  or  other  officer  or  person,  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of 
twenty  pounds;  which  said  respective  forfeitures  shall  be 
levied  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  offender’s  goods,  by  war¬ 
rant  or  order  of  the  justices  of  the  peace,  where  such  offence 
shall  be  committed,  at  their  general  or  quarter  sessions ;  one 
moiety  to  be  paid  to  the  person  or  persons  who  shall  first 
make  information  against  any  such  offender,  and  the  other 

moiety 
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moiety  to  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county  or  place,  to 
be  applied  by  him  as  part  of  the  public  stock ;  and  the  over¬ 
plus  (if  any)  after  such  forfeitures  levied,  and  the  charges  of 
distress  satisfied,  shall  be  returned  to  such  constable  or  other 
officer  or  person  upon  demand. 

XIX.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority -aforesaid,  That  Vagabonds, 
the  parish  or  place  to  which  any  rogue,  vagabond,  or  incor-  t^ork! S’ * 
rigible  rogue,  shall  be  conveyed  by  pass  as  aforesaid,  shall 

take  care  to  employ  in  work,  or  place  in  some  workhouse  or 
almshouse,  the  person  or  persons  so  conveyed  to  them,  until 
he,  she,  or  they,  shall  betake  themselves  to  some  service  or 
other  employment :  and  in  case  any  such  person  or  persons 
shall  refuse  to  work,  or  shall  not  betake  themselves  to  some 
service  or  employment,  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  same 
parish  or  place,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  may  cause  such 
person  or  persons  to  be  carried  before  some  justice  of  the 
peace,  in  order  to  be  sent  to  the  house  of  correction,  there 
to  be  kept  to  hard  labour. 

XX.  “  And  whereas  there  are  sometimes  persons,  who  Lunati«  to 
by  lunacy,  or  otherwise,  are  furiously  mad,  or  are  so  far  ^  warrant 
disordered  in  their  senses,  that  they  may  be  dangerous  to  of  justices, 
be  permitted  to  go  abroad,”  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the- 
authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any 

two  or  more  justices  of  the  peace,  where  such  lunatic  or 
mad  person  shall  be  found,  by  warrant  under  their  hands 
and  seals,  directed  to  the  constables,  churchwardens,  and 
overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish,  town,  or  place,  or  some 
of  them,  to  cause  such  person  so  to  be  apprehended,  and 
kept  safely  locked  up  in  some  secure  place,  within  the 
county  or  precinct  where  such  parish,  town,  or  place,  shall 
lie,  as  such  justices  shall,  under  their  hands  and  seals,  di¬ 
rect  and  appoint;  and  (if  such  justices  find  it  necessary) 
to  be  there  chained,  if  the  last  legal  settlement  of  such 
person  shall  be  in  any  parish,  town,  or  place,  within  such 
county  or  precinct;  and  if  such  settlement  shall  not  be 
there,  then  such  person  shall  be  sent  to  the  place  of  his  or 
her  last  legal  settlement  by  a  pass,  mutatis  mutandis ,  as 
aforesaid,  and  shall  be  locked  up  or  chained,  by  warrant  of 
two  justices  of  the  county  or  precinct  to  which  such  person 
is  so  sent,  in  manner  aforesaid  ;  and  the  reasonable  charges  Goods  and 
of  removing,  and  of  keeping,  maintaining,  and  curing  such  j^ates 
persons  daring  such  restraint  (which  shall  be  for  and  during  be  seized,  t® 
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p*y  th«  such  time  only  as  such  lunacy  or  madness  shall  continue) 
theism ain-  be  satisfied  and  paid  (such  charges  being  first  proved 

tenance.  upon  oath)  by  order  of  two  or  more  justices  of  the  peace, 
directing  the  churchwardens  or  overseers  where  any  goods, 
chattels,  lands  or  tenements,  of  such  person  shall  be,  to 
seize  and  sell  so  much  of  the  goods  and  chattels,  or 
receive  so  much  of  the  annual  rents  of  the  lands  and 


tenements,  as  is  necessary  to  pay  the  same,  and  to  account 
for  what  is  so  seized,  sold,  or  received,  to  the  next  quarter 
Otherwise  at  sessions  :  but  if  such  person  hath  not  an  estate  to  pay  and 
of  the  parish  satisfy  the  same,  over  and  above  what  shall  be  sufficient  to 
maintain  his  or  her  family,  then  such  charges  shall  be  satis¬ 
fied  and  paid  by  the  parish,  town,  or  place,  to  which  such 
person  belongs,  by  order  of  two  justices,  directed  to  the 
churchwardens  or  overseers  for  that  purpose. 

Proviso.  XXI.  Provided  always,  That  this  act,  or  any  thing  therein 
contained,  shall  not  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to 
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restrain  or  abridge  the  prerogative  of  the  King,  or  the  power 
or  authority  of  the  lord  chancellor,  lord  keeper  or  commis¬ 
sioners  of  the  great  seal  of  Great  Britain  for  the  time 
being,  or  the  chancellor,  or  vice  chancellor  of  the  county 
palatine  of  Lancaster  for  the  time  being,  or  of  the  chamber- 
lain  or  vice  chamberlain  of  the  county  palatine  of  Chester 
for  the  time  being,  touching  or  concerning  such  lunatics,  or 
to  restrain  or  prevent  any  friend  or  relation  of  such  lunatics 
from  taking  them  under  their  own  care  and  protection  ;  any 
thing  in  this  act  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

XXII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore¬ 
said,  That  in  case  any  constable  or  other  officer,  or  governor 
or  master  of  any  house  of  correction,  shall  be  defective,  re¬ 
miss,  or  negligent  in  his  duty,  in  the  execution  of  this  act, 
in  any  case  for  which  no  punishment  is  herein  before  parti¬ 
cularly  provided ;  or  in  case  any  person  or  persons  shall 
disturb  or  hinder  the  execution  of  this  act,  or  shall  rescue 
any  person  apprehended,  or  passing  from  place  to  place  by 
virtue  thereof,  or  shall  be  advising,  aiding,  or  assisting  to  his 
or  her  escape,  and  shall  be  thereof  convicted  upon  the  oath 


of  one  or  more  credible  witness  or  witnesses,  before  one  or 


more  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace,  where  such  offence 
shall  be  committed  (which  oath  the  said  justice  or  justices 
are  hereby  impowered  to  administer),  the  person  or  persons 
so  offending,  for  every  such  offence  shall  forfeit  any  sum 

not 
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not  exceeding  five  pounds,  nor  less  than  ten  shillings,  to  the 
use  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  or  place  where  such  ofFence 
shall  be  committed  ;  to  be  levied  by  distress  and  sale  of  the 
offender’s  goods,  by  warrant  from  such  justice  or  justices, 
returning  the  overplus  (if  any  be)  upon  demand,  after  the 
said  forfeiture  and  charges  of  making  and  keeping  the  said 
distress  shall  be  paid  and  satisfied ;  and  if  sufficient  distress 
cannot  be  found,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  one 
or  more  such  justice  or  justices  to  commit  the  persons  so 
offending  to  the  house  of  correction,  there  to  be  kept  to  hard 
labour  for  any  time  not  exceeding  two  months. 

XXIII.  “  And  whereas  persons  hereinbefore  described 
to  be  rogues,  vagabonds,  or  incorrigible  rogues,  are  much 
encouraged  in  wandering  about,  by  the  reception  they  too 
often  meet  with  in  villages  and  places  where  they  are  per¬ 
mitted  to  lodge  in  houses,  barns,  or  other  out-houses  or 
buildings,  by  means  whereof,  and  their  falling  sick  there, 
great  expences  are  sometimes  brought  upon  parishes for 
remedy  thereof,  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  if  any  person  shall  knowingly  permit  or  suffer  any  such 
rogue,  vagabond,  or  incorrigible  rogue,  to  lodge  or  take 
shelter  in  his  or  her  house,  barn,  or  other  out-house  or 
buildings,  and  shall  not  apprehend  and  carry  such  rogue, 
vagabond,  or  incorrigible  rogue,  before  some  justice  of  the 
peace,  or  give  notice  to  some  constable,  or  other  such 
officer  so  to  do,  such  person  being  thereof  lawfully  con¬ 
victed,  either  on  confession,  or  upon  oath  of  one  or  more 
credible  witness  or  witnesses,  before  one  or  more  of  His  Ma¬ 
jesty’s  justices  of  the  peace  where  such  offence  shall  be  com¬ 
mitted,  shall  forfeit  any  sum  not  exceeding  forty  shillings, 
nor  less  than  ten  shillings ;  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  infor¬ 
mer,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the 
parish  or  place  where  such  ofFence  shall  be  committed ;  to 
be  levied  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of 
such  offender,  by  warrant  from  such  justice  or  justices,  re¬ 
turning  the  overplus  (if  any)  upon  demand,  after  such  for¬ 
feiture  and  charges  of  such  distress  shall  be  satisfied ;  and  if 
any  charge  shall  be  brought  upon  any  parish  or  place,  by 
means  of  any  such  ofFence,  the  same  shall  be  answered  to 
the  said  parish  or  place  by  such  offender,  and  be  levied  by 
distress  and  sale  of  his  or  their  goods  and  chattels  as  afore¬ 
said  :  and  if  sufficient  distress  cannot  be  found,  such  of¬ 
fender 
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fender  shall  be  committed  to  the  house  of  correction  by 
the  justice  or  justices,  for  any  time  not  exceeding  one  month. 

XXIV.  “  And  whereas  persons  are  often  found  offending 
against  this  act,  having  children  with  them,  whom  they 
bring  up  in  a  dissolute  course  of  life,  destructive  to  such 
children,  and  prejudicial  to  the  kingdom,  in  which  a  race  of 
disorderly  persons  will  increase,  if  such  children  are  suffered 
to  remain  with  such  offenders Be  it  therefore  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  such  child,  above  the 
age  of  seven  years,  shall  be  committed  to  the  house  of  cor¬ 
rection  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
justices  at  the  quarter  sessions,  if  they  see  convenient,  at 
any  time  before  such  child  be  discharged,  to  order  such 
child  to  be  placed  out  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  think 
fit,  as  a  servant  or  apprentice  to  any  person  within  their 
respective  jurisdictions,  who  is  willing  to  take  such  child, 
to  serve  such  person  till  such  child  shall  arrive  at  the  age  of 
twenty  one  years,  or  for  any  less  time,  as  to  the  said  justice* 
shall  seem  meet :  and  if  any  offender,  who  was  found  with 
such  child  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  again  found  with  the  same 
child  (which  was  so  placed  out  as  aforesaid)  offending 
against  this  act,  such  offender  shall  be  deemed  an  incorri¬ 
gible  rogue. 

XXV.  “  And  whereas  women  wandering  and  begging  are 
often  delivered  of  children  in  parishes  and  places  to  which 
they  do  not  belong,  whereby  they  become  chargeable  to  the 
same,’’  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  where  any  such  woman  shall  be  so  delivered,  and 
become  chargeable,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
churchwardens  or  overseers  of  the  poor  of  such  parish  or 
place,  to  detain  such  woman  in  their  custody,  until  they 
can  safely  convey  her  to  some  justice  of  the  peace,  who 
shall  examine  her,  and  commit  her  to  the  house  of  cor¬ 
rection,  until  the  next  general  or  quarter  sessions,  who  may 
(if  they  see  convenient)  order  her  to  be  publickly  whipt,  and 
detained  in  the  house  of  correction,  for  any  further  time, 
not  exceeding  six  months ;  and  upon  application  by  the 
churchwardens  or  overseers  of  the  place  where  she  was  so 
delivered,  the  justices  at  such  sessions  shall  order  the  trea¬ 
surer  of  the  county  or  district  to  pay  them  such  a  sum  of 
money  as  shall  be  adjudged  a  reasonable  satisfaction  for 
the  charges  such  place  has  been  put  to  on  such  woman’s 

account ; 
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account ;  and  if  such  woman  shall  be  detained  and  conveyed 
to  a  justice  as  aforesaid,  the  child  of  which  she  is  delivered, 
if  a  bastard,  shall  not  be  settled  in  the  place  where  so  born, 
nor  be  sent  thither  for  want  of  other  settlement,  by  a  pass, 
by  virtue  of  this  act,  but  the  settlement  of  such  woman 
.  shall  be  deemed  the  settlement  of  such  child;  any  law  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

XXVI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore-  Persons  ae- 
aaid,  That  any  persons  aggrieved  by  any  act  of  any  justice 
or  justices  of  the  peace  out  of  sessions,  in  or  concerning  the  next  general 
execution  of  this  act,  may  appeal  to  the  next  general  or  or  quarter 
quarter  sessions  of  the  county,  riding,  liberty,  or  division, 
giving  reasonable  notice  thereof,  whose  order  thereupon 
shall  be  final. 

XXVII.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  This  act  not 
in  all  cities  and  towns,  where,  by  virtue  of  special  acts  of  ^atlnT/of 
parliament,  the  charge  of  passing  vagrants  is  to  be  defrayed  passing  va¬ 
in  other  manner  than  is  by  this  act  directed,  or  where  such  ^ 

vagrants,  by  virtue  of  special  statutes,  are  to  be  appre-  special  acts, 
hended  and  conveyed  to  the  places  whither  they  are  to  be 
sent  by  any  person  or  persons,  or  officers,  other  than  those 
named  for  that  purpose  in  this  act,  such  charge  shall  be 
borne  and  defrayed  in  such  cities  and  towns  in  like  man¬ 
ner  as  before  the  making  of  this  act ;  and  the  person  or 

officer  liable  to  such  service  in  the  said  cities  and  towns,  by 

virtue  of  the  said  special  acts  of  parliament,  shall  continue 
liable,  as  if  this  act  had  never  been  made  ;  and  if  any  person 
•hall  be  delivered  to  a  bedel  or  constable  within  the  city  or 
liberties  of  the  city  of  London ,  to  be  conveyed  on,  as  di¬ 
rected  by  this  act,  the  said  bedel  or  constable  shall  not 
deliver  such  person  in  any  other  precinct  within  the  said 
city  or  liberties,  but  in  the  next  county,  as  directed  by 
this  act. 

XXVIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  How  to  or- 
aforesaid,  That  where  any  persons  offending  against  this  act  ^L™Sset-"S 
have  been  committed,  as  aforesaid,  to  the  house  of  correc-  dements 
tion,  there  to  remain  until  the  next  general  or  quarter 
sessions,  if  upon  the  examination  of  the  person  so  committed 
as  aforesaid,  no  place  can  be  found  to  which  they  may  be 
sent  by  a  pass  as  aforesaid,  the  said  justices  shall,  at  the  said 
sessions,  order  such  persons  to  be  detained  and  employed  in 
the  house  of  correction,  until  they  can  provide  for  them¬ 
selves, 
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selves,  or  until  the  justices  of  the  peace,  at  their  general  or 
quarter  sessions,  can  place  them  out  in  some  lawful  calling, 
as  servants,  apprentices,  soldiers,  mariners,  or  othenvise, 
either  within  this  realm,  or  His  Majesty’s  colonies  or  plan¬ 
tations  in  America ,  which  the  said  sessions  are  impowered  to 
do  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  think  fit. 

XXIX.  Provided  always,  That  this  act,  or  any  thing 
therein  contained,  or  any  authority  thereby  given,  shall  not 
in  any  wise  extend  to  disinherit,  prejudice,  or  hinder  the 
heirs  or  assigns  of  John  Dutton ,  of  Dutton,  late  of  the 
county  of  Chester ,  esquire,  deceased,  their  heirs  or  assigns, 
for,  touching  or  concerning  the  liberty,  privilege,  pre-emi¬ 
nence  or  authority,  jurisdiction  or  inheritance,  which  they, 
their  heirs  or  assigns,  now  lawfully  use  or  have,  or  lawfully 
may,  or  ought  to  use,  within  the  county  palatine  of  Chester , 
and  county  of  Chester,  or  either  of  them,  by  reason  of  any 
ancient  charters  of  any  kings  of  this  land,  or  by  reason  of 
any  prescription,  or  lawful  usage,  or  title  whatsoever. 

XXX.  And  for  the  better  execution  of  this  act,  be  it  fur¬ 
ther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  upon  the 
presentment  of  the  grand  jury  or  grand  juries  at  the  assizes, 
great  session,  or  general  gaol  delivery,  held  for  any  county 
or  liberty,  that  there  is  no  house  of  correction  ;  and  that  it 
will  be  necessary  to  provide  one  or  more  house  or  houses  of 
correction  in  any  such  county,  or  in  any  riding,  liberty,  or 
division,  in  any  such  county  ;  or  that  the  house  or  houses  of 
correction  already  provided  therein  respectively,  is  or  are 
not  sufficient,  and  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  one 
or  more  house  or  houses  of  correction  there,  or  that  such 
house  or  houses  of  correction  is  or  are  not  sufficient  or  con¬ 
venient,  or  want  to  be  enlarged ;  the  justices  of  the  peace  of 
any  county,  riding,  liberty,  or  division,  being  at  the  general 
or  quarter  sessions  assembled,  shall  have  full  power  and 
authority  to  build,  erect,  or  enlarge,  one  or  more  fit  or 
convenient  house  or  houses  of  correction,  or  to  buy  or  hire 
one  or  mora  fit  or  convenient  house  or  houses  for  that  pur¬ 
pose,  with  a  convenient  backside  or  outlet,  or  convenient 
backsides  or  outlets  thereto  adjoining,  or  to  purchase  land, 
and  erect  such  house  or  houses  of  correction  upon  part 
thereof,  and  to  lay  out  the  rest  of  such  land  for  such  back¬ 
side  or  backsides,  outlet  or  outlets,  within  any  such  county, 
riding,  liberty,  or  division,  according  to  the  true  Intent  and 

effect 
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effect  of  such  presentment ;  and  the  said  justices,  being  so 
assembled  at  the  general  or  quarter  sessions,  may  and  shall 
conclude  and  agree  upon  raising  such  sums  of  money,  as 
upon  examination  of  able  and  sufficient  workmen,  or  any 
other  persons,  shall  appear  to  be  necessary  for  building, 
erecting,  or  enlarging  such  house  or  houses  of  correction, 
or  for  purchasing  or  hiring  a  house,  houses,  or  land  (if 
thought  necessary)  for  that  purpose;  and  if  it  shall  be 
thought  necessary  for  that  purpose  to  buy  or  purchase  any 
house,  houses,  or  land,  the  house,  houses,  or  land  so  pur¬ 
chased,  shall  be  conveyed  to  such  person  or  persons  as  the 
said  justices,  so  assembled  at  their  general  or  quarter 
sessions,  shall  think  fit,  in  trust,  and  for  the  use  and  purposes 
aforesaid. 

XXXI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore-  Houses  of 
said,  That  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  any  county,  riding, 
city,  borough,  town  corporate,  division,  or  liberty,  at  their  management 
general  or  quarter  sessions,  shall  and  are  hereby  required,  °f the  ju*- 
from  time  to  time,  to  take  effectual  care  that  the  houses  of  l  e$’ 
correction  already  provided,  or  hereafter  to  be  provided, 
within  the  limits  of  their  respective  jurisdictions,  except  except  those 
such  houses  of  correction  as  have  been,  or  shall  be  erected  maintained 
or  maintained  by  any  particular  founder  or  founders,  shall  fJuJJ^3tS 
be  duly  fitted  up,  furnished,  and  supplied  with  sufficient 
implements,  materials,  and  furniture,  for  keeping,  relieving, 
setting  to  work,  employing,  and  correcting  all  idle  and  dis¬ 
orderly  persons,  rogues,  vagabonds,  incorrigible  rogues,  and 
others,  who  shall  be  sent  to,  confined,  or  continued  in,  the 
same ;  and  two  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  within  their 
respective  hundreds,  divisions,  or  jurisdictions,  where  there 
shall  be  any  house  or  houses  of  correction,  or  any  two  jus¬ 
tices  who  shall  be  appointed  at  the  general  or  quarter  sessions 
for  that  purpose,  shall  and  are  hereby  required  to  visit  the 
same  twice,  or  oftener  if  need  be,  in  every  year,  and  to 
examine  into  the  estate  and  management  thereof,  and  to 
report  the  same  to  the  next  general  or  quarter  sessions ;  to 
the  intent,  that  if  any  thing  be  amiss  therein,  the  same  may, 
by  order  of  such  general  or  quarter  sessions,  be  reformed 
and  amended;  and  the  said  justices  at  their  respective  gene¬ 
ral  or  quarter  sessions,  shall  have  the  like  power  and  autho¬ 
rity  over  the  houses  of  correction  to  be  erected  or  purchased 
by  virtue  of  this  act,  as  they  have  by  virtue  of  any  law  now 

in 


[128] 


Masters  (if 
houses  of 
correction  to 
be  fined  for 
misbe¬ 
haviour  ; 


7  Jac.I.  c.  4. 


©r  turned 
out  at  the 
difcretion  of 
the  justices. 


1 7  Geo.  II.  c,  5.  Commitment  to  the 

in  force,  over  those  already  erected  and  provided  ;  and  fur¬ 
ther,  that  if  the  said  governors  or  masters  of  the  said  houses 
of  correction  shall  not  set  or  keep  the  said  idle  and  disorderly 
persons,  rogues,  vagabonds,  or  incorrigible  rogues  to  hard 
labour,  and  punish  and  correct  them  according  to  the  direc¬ 
tions  of  the  warrants  or  orders  by  which  they  shall  be  com¬ 
mitted  to,  or  detained  in  their  custody,  or  shall  otherwise 
misbehave  themselves,  or  be  defective,  remiss,  or  negligent 
in  their  duty;  the  said  justices,  at  their  said  general  or 
quarter  sessions,  are  hereby  required  to  set  and  impose  such 
fines  and  penalties  upon  them,  as  they  shall  think  fit  and 
convenient,  in  the  salne  manner  as  fines  and  penalties  may 
be  set  and  imposed  on  governors  or  masters  of  houses  of 
correction,  for  the  neglect  therein  mentioned,  by  an  act  of 
parliament  passed  in  the  seventh  year  of  the  reign  of  King 
-James  the  First,  intituled,  An  act  for  the  due  execution  of 
divers  larvs  and  statutes  heretofore  made  against  rogues ,  vaga¬ 
bonds,  and  sturdy  beggars ,  and  other  leivd  and  idle  persons  ; 
which  fines  and  penalties  shall  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  of 
the  county,  riding,  liberty,  or  division,  and  shall  be  ac¬ 
counted  for  by  him  as  part  of  the  public  or  county  stock ; 
and  the  said  justices,  at  their  respective  general  or  quarter 
sessions,  may  from  time  to  time  appoint  and  remove  the 
governor  or  governors,  master  or  masters,  or  other  officers 
of  such  houses  of  correction,  and  make  such  orders  and  re¬ 
gulations  as  they  shall  think  fit,  for  the  better  governing  and 
regulating  of  the  said  houses  of  correction,  and  for  employing, 
relieving,  and  punishing  the  persons  therein,  or  for  sending 
them  to  or  from  thence,  according  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  this  act;  which  said  order  or  orders  of  such  jus¬ 
tices  shall  be  final  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  and  no  certio¬ 
rari  shall  be  granted  for  the  removal  of  the  same ;  and  in 
case  the  person  or  persons  removed  by  order  of  any  general 
or  quarter  sessions,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  quit  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  such  house  of  correction,  from  whence  he  or  they 
are  ordered  to  be  removed,  for  the  space  of  ten  days  next 
after  notice  given  him  or  them  in  writing  by  the  clerk  of  the 
peace  ;  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  any  two  or  more 
justices  of  the  peace  of  the  same  county,  riding,  division,  or 
place  (upon  producing  to  them  such  order  of  sessions,  or  an 
attested  copy  thereof,  and  upon  oath  made  before  them  by 
one  or  more  credible  witness  or  witnesses,  of  such  notice 

having 


[129] 


House  of  Correction ,  SfC.  , 

having  been  given  to  the  person  or  persons  so  removed,  and 
of  his  or  their  having  refused  or  neglected  to  quit  possession) 
by  warrant  under  their  hands  and  seals,  to  direct  the  sheriff 
of  the  same  county,  riding,  division,  or  place,  to  remove 
him  or  them  out  of  such  house  of  correction,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  and  required  to  clear  the  possession  thereof,  in 
like  manner  as  upon  a  writ  of  Habere  facias  possessionem. 

XXXII.  “  And  whereas  doubts  have  arisen,  and  may  arise, 
where  authority  is  given  to  any  justice  or  justices  of  the 
peace,  to  commit  offenders  to  the  house  of  correction  for 
offences  cognizable  before  them,  out  of  the  general  or  quarter 
sessions  of  the  peace,  how  long  offenders  may  be  there 
detained,  and  in  what  manner  treated,  where  the  time  and 
manner  of  their  punishment  is  not  by  law  expressly  directed, 
limited,  or  appointed  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  autho¬ 
rity  aforesaid,  That  where  any  offenders  shall  be  committed  Povver  of 
as  aforesaid,  by  virtue  of  any  law  now  in  being,  or  hereafter  committing 
to  be  made,  and  the  time  and  manner  of  their  punishment  is  offenders, 
not  expressly  limited,  directed,  and  appointed,  the  said  jus¬ 
tice  or  justices  shall  commit  such  offender  to  the  house  of 
correction,  there  to  be  kept  to  hard  labour  until  the  next 
general  or  quarter  sessions,  or  until  discharged  by  due  course 
of  law;  and  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  two  justices  (of 
which  the  justice  who  committed  such  offender  to  be  one)  to 
discharge  the  said  offender  before  the  said  sessions,  if  they 
see  cause ;  and  if  he  shall  not  be  so  discharged,  the  said, 
sessions  may  either  discharge  him,  or  continue  him  in  cus¬ 
tody  for  such  time  as  they  shall  see  fit,  not  exceeding  three 
months. 

XXXIII.  And  to  defray  the  expences  of  apprehending, 
passing,  conveying,  and  maintaining  rogues,  vagabonds,  and 
incorrigible  rogues,  and  likewise  the  expences  of  erecting, 
purchasing,  hiring,  enlarging,  altering,  and  repairing  houses 
of  correction,  and  of  purchasing  land  to  erect  them  upon, 
and  for  backsides  and  outlets,  and  of  fitting  up  and  furnish¬ 
ing  such  houses  of  correction,  and  of  sending  persons  to  and 
from  the  saiqe,  and  employing  them  there,  according  to  the 
directions  of  this  act,  and  for  defraying  all  other  expences 
necessary  for  the  execution  of  this  act,  not  hereinbefore 
provided  for;  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

That  the  justices  of  the  peace  at  the  general  or  quarter  Justices  to 
sessions,  may  and  shall  cause  such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be 
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necessary  for  all  or  any  of  the  purposes  aforesaid,  to  be 
raised  in  the  same  manner  as  rates  are  directed  to  be  raised 
by  an  act  made  in  the  twelfth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present 
Majesty,  intituled,  An  act  for  the  more  easy  assessing ,  col¬ 
lecting,  and  levying  of  county  rates . 

XXXIV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore* 
said,  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  be  sued  for  any 
matter  or  thing  which  he  or  they  shall  do  in  execution  of 
this  act,  he  or  they  may  plead  the  general  issue,  and  give 
the  special  matter  in  evidence  ;  and  if  a  verdict  shall  pass  for 
the  defendant,  or  the  plaintiff  shall  be  nonsuited,  or  discon¬ 
tinue  his  suit,  the  defendant  may  recover  treble  costs ;  and 
that  this  act  shall  be  deemed  to  commence  from  the  first  day 
of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-four ;  and 
from  that  time  an  act  made  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  the 
reign  of  His  present  Majesty,  intituled,  An  act  for  amending 
and  erforcing  the  laws  relating  to  rogues,  vagabonds,  and  other 
idle  and  disorderly  persons,  and  for  reducing  the  same  into  one 
act  of  parliament ;  and  also  for  amending  the  laws  for  erects 
ing,  providing ,  and  regulating  houses  of  correction,  shall  be, 
and  is  hereby  repealed ;  but  all  the  acts  therein  mentioned 
to  be  repealed,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  repealed,  and  con¬ 
tinue  repealed. 


[17  Geo.  II.  Cap.  37.] 


An  Act  to  prevent  Disputes  touching  the  Parishes  or 
Places  where  improved  Wastes,  and  drained  and  im¬ 
proved  Marsh  Lands,  shall  he  charged  to  Parochial 
Rates . 


u  f  T7HEREAS  in  divers  counties  great  quantities  of 
▼  *  waste  and  barren  lands,  and  lands  which  were  for¬ 
merly  fen  or  marsh  ground,  or  covered  with  water,  have 
been  of  late  years  improved  or  drained,  and  are  now  of  very 
considerable  annual  value,  and  the  inhabitants  therein,  and 
occupiers  thereof,  ought  to  bear  and  pay  a  proportionable 
part  of  the  rates  made  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  and  to  be 
subject  to  such  charges,  and  in  like  manner  as  other  inhabi¬ 
tants  and  occupiers  of  lands,  houses,  tythes  impropriate,  pro- 
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yiiations  of  tythes,  coal  mines,  and  saleable  underwoods,  are, 
by  an  act  made  in  the  forty-third  year  of  the  reign  of  Queen 
^Elizabeth,  intituled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  poor ,  and  like¬ 
wise  to  bear  and  pay  a  proportionable  part  of  all  other  paro¬ 
chial  rates ;  but  great  difficulties  frequently  arise  in  deter¬ 
mining  to  what  parish  or  place  such  lands  belong,  or  ought  to 
be  rated  f  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  King's  most  excel¬ 
lent  Majesty,  fey  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  present 
parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That 
„  from  and  after  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June ,  one  thousand 
■'seven  hundred  and  forty-four,  where  there  shall  be  any  dis¬ 
pute  or  uncertainty  in  what  parish  or  place  such  lands 
heretofore  improved  or  drained,  or  hereafter  to  be  im¬ 
proved  or  drained,  lie,  and  ought  to  be  rated  ;  all  and 
every  the  occupier  and  occupiers  of  such  lands,  or  bouses 
built  therein,  tenements,  tythes  arising  therefrom,  mines 
therein,  and  saleable  underwoods  therein  growing  or  hereaf¬ 
ter  to  grow,  shall  be  rated  and  assessed  to  the  relief  of  the 
poor,  and  to  all  other  parochial  rates  within  such  parish 
and  place  which  lies  nearest  to  such  lands,  in  like  manner 
and  form,  and  subject  to  the  same  directions  and  regulations 
as  all  other  lands  within  such  parish  and  place  are  fe}r  law 
liable  to  foe  rated  and  assessed  thereunto;  and  if  on  applica¬ 
tion  to  the  officers  of  such  parish  or  place  to  have  such  im¬ 
proved  or  drained  lands  rated  and  assessed  as  aforesaid,  any 
dispute  or  difference  shall  arise  touching  what  parish  or  place 
such  lands  ought  to  be  rated  and  assessed  in,  it  shall  .and  may 
foe  lawful  to  and  for  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county, 
riding,  liberty,  or  division,  where  such  lands  lie,  at  their 
next  general  or  quarter  sessions  to  be  held  for  such  county, 
riding,  liberty,  or  division,  after  such,  application  made  as 
aforesaid,  and  after  notice  given  to  the  officers  of  the  several 
parishes  and  places  abutting  upon  and  joining  to  such  lands, 
and  to  all  other  persons  claiming  and  interested  therein,  to 
bear  and  determine  the  same  on  the  appeal  of  any  person 
interested, .  and  at  such  sessions  to  cause  such  lands  or  here¬ 
ditaments  as  aforesaid  to  be  allotted  to,  and  fairly  and  equally 
assessed  in  such  parish  or  place  as  they  shall  see  just  and 
meet,  and  such  determination  and  allotment  shall  at  all  times 
thereafter  be  final  and  conclusive  to  and  upon  the  said 
several  parishes  and  places,  and  all  other  persons  whatsoever 
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as  to  the  parish  or  place  in  which  such  lands  and  heredita¬ 
ments  shall  be  rated  and  assessed  to  the  poor,  and  all  other 
parochial  rates, as  aforesaid  ;  and  the  said  lands  and  heredita¬ 
ments  shall  at  all  times  after  such  determination  and  allot¬ 
ment,  be  rated  and  assessed  to  the  relief  of  the  poor,  and  to 
all  other  parochial  rates  within  such  parish  and  parishes, 
place  and  places  only,  to  which  they  shall  respectively  have 
been  so  allotted  as  aforesaid  ;  any  law,  custom,  or  usage  to 
the  contrary  in  any  wTise  notwithstanding. 

II.  Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  and  declared 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained, 
nor  any  allotment  to  be  made  by  the  justices  of  the  peace  at 
their  general  quarter  sessions  in  pursuance  and  by  virtue 
thereof,  shall  extend  to,  or  be  deemed  or  construed  to  ex¬ 
tend  to,  or  in  any  wise  affect  or  determine  the  boundaries  of 
any  parish  or  parishes,  place  or  places,  to  any  intent  or  pur¬ 
pose,  other  than  for  the  purpose  of  rating  and  assessing  such 
lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  to  the  relief  of  the  poor, 
and  to  all  other  parochial  rates  within  such  parish  or  place 
to  which  they  shall  be  so  allotted  as  aforesaid ;  any  thing 
herein  contained  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wise  not¬ 
withstanding. 

III.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  declared,  That  nothing  in 
this  act  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend  to  invalidate, 
make  void,  or  in  any  wise  alter  a  clause  in  an  act  of  parlia¬ 
ment  made  in  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  year  of  the  reign 
of  King  Charles  the  Second,  intituled,  An  act  for  draining 
of  the  fen  called  Deeping  Fen,  and  other  fens  therein  men¬ 
tioned,  whereby  it  is  enacted,  That  the  trustees  therein 
named,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  or  the  survivor  of  them,  their 
or  any  of  their  tenants,  farmers,  or  ground  holders  of  any 
part  of  the  third  part  of  the  said  fen,  or  of  the  five  thousand 
acres  therein  mentioned,  should  not  have  any  time  hereafter, 
use  or  claim,  any  common  of  pasture,  or  other  commonage 
of  pasturing,  in  any  part  of  the  remainder  of  the  said  fens, 
nor  any  of  them,  nor  in  the  north  fen  of  Pinchbeck  and  Spal¬ 
ding,  nor  any  part  thereof,  by  virtue  or  pretence  of  his  or 
their  resiance  there ;  but  all  and  every  the  inhabitants  that 
might  thereafter  be  upon  any  part  of  the  said  third  part,  or 
upon  any  part*  of  the  said  five  thousand  acres,  and  were  not 
able  to  maintain  themselves,  should  be  maintained  and  kept 
by  the  said  trustees,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  and  the  survivor 
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of  them,  and  nover  become  chargeable  in  any  kind  to  all  or 
any  the  respective  parishes  wherein  such  inhabitant  or  inha¬ 
bitants  should  reside  or  dwell ;  any  statute  or  law  to  the  con¬ 
trary  thereof  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 


[133] 


[17  Geo.  II.  Cap.  38.] 

An  Act  for  remedying  some  Defects  in  the  Act  made  in 
the  Forty-third  Year  of  the  Reign  of  (Queen  Elizabeth, 
intituled ,  An  Act  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor. 

“  IT  T  HERE  AS  by  reason  of  some  defects  in  an  act  of 
■  »  parliament  made  in  the  three-and-fortieth  year  of 
the  reign  of  the  late  Queen  Elizabeth ,  intituled,  An  act  for  the  43 
relief  of  the  poor ,  the  money  raised  for  that  purpose  is  liable  to 
be  misapplied,  and  there  is  often  great  difficulty  and  delay  in 
raising  of  the  same  for  remedy  whereof  may  it  please  Your 
most  excellent  Majesty  that  it  may  be  enacted,  and  be  it  en¬ 
acted  by  the  King’s  most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal, 
and  commons,  in  this  present  parliament  assembled,  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  same,  That,  from  and  after  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty- 
four,  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  shall 
yearly  and  every  year,  within  fourteen  days  after  other  over-  At  what 
seers  shall  be  nominated  and  appointed  to  succeed  them,  de-  ^cers  shall 
liver  in  to  such  succeeding  overseers,  a  just,  true,  and  per-  m.,ke  up 
feet  account  in  writing,  fairly  entered  in  a  book  or  books  to  their  ac_ 

0  7  J  '  counts. 

be  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  signed  by  the  said  churchwar¬ 
dens  and  overseers  hereby  directed  to  account  as  aforesaid, 
under  their  hands,  of  all  sums  of  money  by  them  received,  or 
rated,  and  assessed,  and  not  received  ;  and  also  of  all  goods, 
chattels,  stock,  and  materials,  that  shall  be  in  their  hands,  or 
in  the  hands  of  any  of  the  poor,  in  order  to  be  wrought,  and  of 
all  monies  paid  by  such  churchwardens  and  overseers  so  ac¬ 
counting,  and  of  all  other  things  concerning  their  said  office  ; 
and  shall  also  pay  and  deliver  over  all  sums  of  money,  goods, 
chattels,  and  other  things,  as  shall  be  in  their  hands,  unto  such 
succeeding  overseers  of  the  poor  ;  which  said  account  shall 
be  verified  by  oath,  or  by  the  affirmation  of  persons  called 
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Quakers ,  before  one  or  more  of  His  Majesty' s  justices  of  the 
peace,  which  said  oath  or  affirmation  such  justice  or  justices 
is  and  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  administer,  and 
to  assign  and  attest  the  caption  of  the  same,  at  the  foot  of 
the  said  account,  without  fee  or  reward ;  and  the  said  book 
or  books  shall  be  carefully  preserved  by  the  churchwardens 
and  overseers,  or  one  of  them,  in  some  publick  or  other  place 
in  every  parish,  township,  or  place  ;  and  they  shall  and  are 
hereby  required  to  permit  any  person  there  assessed,  or  liable 
to  be  assessed,  to  inspect  the  same  at  all  seasonable  times, 
paying  sixpence  for  such  inspection,  and  shall,  upon  demand, 
forthwith  give  copies  of  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  to 
such  person,  paying  at  the  rate  of  sixpence  for  every  three 
hundred  words,  and  so  in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  less 
number. 

II.  And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted,  That  in  case  such 
churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  or  any  of  then},  shall 
refuse  or  neglect  to  make  arid  yield  up  such  account,  veri¬ 
fied  as  aforesaid,  within  the  time  hereinbefore  limited,  or  ap¬ 
pointed,  or  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  and  deliver  over 
such  sum  or  sums  of  money,  goods,  chattels,  and  other 
things  in  their  hands,  as  by  this  act  is  directed ;  in  either  of 
the  said  cases,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  any  two 
or  more  justices  of  the  peace,  to  commit  him  or  them  to  the 
common  gaol,  until  he  or  they  shall  have  given  such  account, 
or  shall  have  paid  or  yielded  up  such  monies,  goods,  chattels, 
and  other  things  in  their  hands  as  aforesaid. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  if  any  such  overseer  shall  die,  or  remove  from  the  place 
for  which  he  was  appointed,  or  become  insolvent,  before  the 
expiration  of  his  office,  on  oath  thereof  made,  it  shah  be  law¬ 
ful  for  two  justices  of  the  peace  to  appoint  another  overseer 
in  his  stead,  who  shall  continue  in  office  until  new  overseers 
are  appointed  ;  and  if  any  overseer  shall  remove  as  aforesaid, 
he  shall,  before  such  removal,  deliver  over  to  some  church¬ 
warden,  or  other  overseer  of  the  same  place,  his  accounts 
verified  as  aforesaid,  with  all  rates,  assessments,  books,  papers, 
sums  of  money,  and  other  things  concerning  his  office,  under 
the  like  penalties  as  are  inflicted  by  this  act  on  an  overseer 
refusing  to  do  the  same  after  the  expiration  of  his  office  ;  and 
if  any  overseer  shall  die  as  aforesaid,  his  executors  or  adminis¬ 
trators  shall,  within  forty  days  after  his  decease,  deliver  over 
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all  things  concerning  liis  office  to  some  churchwarden,  or 
other  overseer  of  the  same  place ;  and  shall  pay  out  of  the 
assets  left  by  such  overseer,  all  sums  of  money  remaining  due, 
which  he  received  by  virtue  of  his  said  office,  before  any  of 
his  other  debts  are  paid  and  satisfied. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  any  person  or  ?frsons  ag~ 
persons  shall  find  him,  her,  or  themselves  aggrieved  by  any  ^JpeaUcTtho 
rate  or  assessment  made  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  or  shall  quarter  ses- 
have  any  material  objection  to  any  person  or  persons  being  Sions' 
put  on,  or  left  out  of  such  rate  or  assessment,  or  to  the  sum 
charged  on  any  person  or  persons  therein,  or  shall  have  any 
material  objection  to  such  account  as  aforesaid,  or  any  part 
thereof,  or  shall  find  him,  her,  or  themselves  aggrieved  by 
any  neglect,  act,  or  thing  done  or  omitted  by  the  church¬ 
wardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor,  or  by  any  of  His  Majesty's 
justices  of  the  peace ;  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  per¬ 
son  or  persons,  in  any  of  the  cases  aforesaid,  giving  rea¬ 
sonable  notice  to  the  churchwardens  or  overseers  of  the 
poor  of  the  parish,  township,  or  place,  to  appeal  to  the  next 
general  or  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  county, 
riding,  division,  corporation,  or  franchise,  where  such  parish, 
township,  or  place  lies  ;  and  the  justices  of  the  peace  there 
assembled,  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  receive 
such  appeal,  and  to  hear  and  finally  determine  the  same ; 
but  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  said  justice,  that  reasonable  no¬ 
tice  was  not  given,  then  they  shall  adjourn  the  said  appeal  to 
the  next  quarter  sessions,  and  then  and  there  finally  hear  and 
determine  the  same  ;  and  the  said  justices  may  award  and 
order  to  the  party,  for  whom  such  appeal  shall  be  deter¬ 
mined,  reasonable  costs,  in  the  same  manner  that  they  are 
impowered  to  do  in  case  of  appeals  concerning  the  settle¬ 
ment  of  poor  persons,  by  an  act  made  in  the  eighth  and  ninth 
years  of  King  William  the  Third,  intituled,  An  act  for  sup -  8  W.  III. 
plying  some  defects  in  the  laves  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  this  c*^°‘ 
kingdom. 

V.  Provided  always,  That  in  all  corporations  or  franchises,  Proviso  for 
who  have  not  four  justices  of  the  peace,  it  shall  and  may  be  ^ps°r^ 
lawful  for  any  person  or  persons,  in  any  of  the  cases  afore¬ 
said,  where  an  appeal  is  given  by  this  act,  to  appeal,  if  he  or 
they  shall  think  fit,  to  the  next  general  or  quarter  sessions  of 
the  peace,  for  the  county,  riding,  or  division,  wherein  such 
corporation  or  franchise  is  situate. 
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VI.  “  And  whereas  it  hath  been  held,  that  upon  appeals 
from  rates  and  assessments,  the  justices  of  the  peace  may 
not  only  quash  the  old  rates,  but  make  new  rates  and  assess¬ 
ments,  from  which  no  appeal  can  be  had Be  it  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  upon  all  appeals  from  rates 
and  assessments,  the  justices  of  the  peace  (where  they  shall 
see  just  cause  to  give  relief)  shall  and  are  hereby  required 
to  amend  the  same,  in  such  manner  only  as  shall  be  neces¬ 
sary  for  giving  such  relief,  without  altering  such  rates  or 
assessments,  with  respect  to  other  persons  mentioned  in  the 
same ;  but  if  upon  an  appeal  from  the  whole  rate,  it  shall 
be  found  necessary  to  quash  and  set  aside  the  same,  then, 
and  in  every  such  case,  the  said  justices  shall,  and  are  hereby 
required  to  order  and  direct  the  churchwardens  and  over¬ 
seers  of  the  poor  to  make  a  new  equal  rate  or  assess¬ 
ment,  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  make  the  same 
accordingly. 

VII.  And  for  the  more  effectual  levying  money  assessed 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  b.e  it  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  the  goods  of  any  person  assessed,  and  re¬ 
fusing  to  pay,  may  be  levied  by  warrant  of  distress,  not  only 
in  the  place  for  which  such  assessment  was  made,  but  in  any 
other  place  within  the  same  county  or  precinct ;  and  if  suf¬ 
ficient  distress  cannot  be  found,  within  the  said  county  or 
precinct,  on  oath  made  thereof  before  some  justice  of  any 
other  county  or  precinct  (which  oath  shall  be  certified 
under  the  hand  of  such  justice  on  the  said  warrant),  such 
goods  may  be  levied  in  such  other  county  or  precinct,  by 
virtue  of  such  warrant  and  certificate ;  and  if  any  person 
shall  find  him  or  herself  aggrieved  by  such  distress  as  afore¬ 
said,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  person  to  appeal  to 
the  next  general  or  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  for  the 
county  or  precinct  where  such  assessment  was  made,  and 
the  justices  there  are  hereby  required  to  hear  and  finally 
determine  the  same. 

VIII.  And  to  prevent  all  vexatious  actions  against  over¬ 
seers  of  the  poor,  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  v/here  any  distress  shall  be  made  for  any  sum  or  sums 
of  money,  justly  due  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  the  distress 
itself  shall  not  be  deemed  to  be  unlawful,  nor  the  party  or 
parties  making  it  be  deemed  a  trespasser  or  trespassers,  on 
account  of  any  defect,  or  want  of  form  in  the  warrant  for 

the 
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the  appointment  of  such  overseers,  or  in  the  rate  or  assess¬ 
ment,  or  in  the  warrant  of  distress  thereupon  :  nor  shall  the 
party  or  parties  distraining  be  deemed  a  trespasser  or 
trespassers  ab  initio ,  on  account  of  any  irregularity,  which 
shall  be  afterwards  done  by  the  party  or  parties  distraining, 
but  the  party  or  parties  aggrieved  by  such  irregularity, 
shall  or  may  recover  full  satisfaction  for  the  special  damage, 
he,  she,  or  they,  shall  have  sustained  thereby,  and  no  more, 
in  an  action  of  trespass,  or  on  the  case,  at  the  election  of 
the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs. 

IX.  Provided  always,  That  where  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  pla,ntlfT4 

J  1  *  recovering, 

shall  recover  in  such  action,  he,  she,  or  they,  shall  be  paid  tC)  have  full 

his,  her,  or  their  full  costs  of  suit,  and  have  all  the  like  costs. 

remedies  for  the  same,  as  in  other  cases  of  costs. 

X.  Provided  nevertheless,  That  no  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  Proviso  m 
shall  recover  in  any  action  for  any  such  irregularity  as  gUiarity. 
aforesaid,  if  tender  of  amends  hath  been  made  by  the  party 

or  parties  distraining,  before  such  action  brought. 

XI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Succeeding 

.  i  overseers  to 

That  m  case  any  person  or  persons  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  jevy  arrears, 
pay  to  such  overseers  as  aforesaid,  any  sum  or  sums  of  to  reimburse 
money  that  he,  she,  or  they,  shall  be  legally  rated  or  assessed 
to,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  succeeding 
overseers,  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  levy  such  ar¬ 
rears,  and  out  of  the  money  so  levied  to  reimburse  their 
predecessors  all  sums  of  money  which  they  have  expended 
for  the  use  of  the  poor,  and  which  are  allowed  to  be  due  to 
them  in  their  accounts  as  aforesaid. 

XII.  u  And  whereas  persons  frequently  remove  out  of 
parishes  and  places  without  paying  the  rates  assessed  on 
them,  and  other  persons  do  enter  and  occupy  their  houses 
and  tenements  part  of  the  year,  by  reason  whereof  great 
sums  are  annually  lost  to  such  parishes  and  places  Be  it 
therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  where  clause  con- 
any  person  or  persons  shall  come  into,  or  occupy  any  house,  cermn§  Per* 

.  ,  it  ,  •  ’  sons  remov- 

iand,  tenement,  or  hereditament,  or  other  premises,  out  of  jng  out  of 
or  from  which  any  other  person  assessed  shall  be  removed,  parishes, 
or  which  at  the  time  of  making  such  rate  was  empty  or 
unoccupied,  that  then  every  person  so  removing  from, 
and  every  person  so  coming  into  or  occupying  the  same, 
shall  be  liable  to  pay  such  rate  in  proportion  to  the  time 
that  such  person  occupied  the  same  respectively,  in  the 
same  manner,  and  under  the  like  penalty  of  distress,  as  if 

such 
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such  person  so  removing  had  not  removed,  or  such  person 
so  coming  in  or  occupying,  had  been  originally  rated  and 
assessed  in  such  rate;  which  said  proportion,  in  case  of 
dispute,  shall  be  ascertained  by  any  two  or  more  of  His 
Majesty’s  justices  of  the  peace. 

XIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore¬ 
said,  That  true  and  just  copies  of  all  rates  and  assessments, 
hereafter  to  be  made  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  be  fairly 
wrote  and  entered  in  a  book  or  books,  to  be  provided  for 
that  purpose,  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the 
poor  of  every  parish,  township,  or  place,  who  shall  take  care 
that  such  copies  be  wrote  and  entered  accordingly,  within 
fourteen  days  after  all  appeals  from  such  rates  are  deter¬ 
mined,  and  shall  attest  the  same  by  putting  their  names 
thereto;  and  all  and  every  such  book  or  books  shall  be 
carefully  preserved  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of 
the  poor  for  the  time  being,  or  one  of  them,  in  some  publick 
or  other  place,  in  every  such  parish,  township,  or  place, 
whereto  all  persons  assessed,  or  liable  to  be  assessed,  may 
freely  resort,  and  shall  be  delivered  over  from  time  to  time 
to  the  new  and  succeeding  churchwardens  and  overseers  of 
the  poor,  as  soon  as  they  enter  into  their  said  offices,  to  be 
preserved  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  be  produced  by  them  at  the 
general  or  quarter  sessions,  when  any  appeal  is  to  be  heard 
or  determined. 

XIV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  if  any  churchwarden,  overseer  of  the  poor,  or  other 
officer  of  any  parish,  township,  or  place,  shall  neglect  or  re¬ 
fuse  to  obey  and  perform  the  several  orders  and  directions  of 
this  act,  or  any  of  them,  where  no  penalty  is  before  provided 
by  this  act,  or  shall  act  contrary  thereto  ;  every  such  church¬ 
warden,  overseer  of  the  poor,  or  other  officer  so  offending  in 
the  premises,  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  on  oath  thereof 
made,  within  two  calendar  months  after  the  offence  com¬ 
mitted,  before  any  two  or  more  of  his  Majesty’s  justices  of 
the  peace,  forfeit,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  such  parish^, 
township,  or  place,  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  pounds,  nor  less 
than  twenty  shillings,  to  be  levied  by  distress  and  sale  of  the 
offender’s  goods,  by  warrant  from  such  justices  ;  which  sum 
shall  be  paid  to  some  churchwarden  or  overseer  of  the  poor 
of  such  parish,  township,  or  place,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

XV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore¬ 
said,  That  overseers  of  the  poor,  within  every  township  or 

place 
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place  where  there  are  no  churchwardens,  shall  from  time  to  where  there 
time  do,  perform,  and  execute  all  and  every  the  acts, 
powers,  and  authorities,  concerning  the  relief  of,  and  other  wardens, 
matters  and  things  relating  to  the  poor,  as  churchwardens 
and  overseers  of  the  poor  may  do,  perform,  and  execute  by 
this  act,  or  any  former  statute  concerning  the  poor,  and 
shall  lose,  forfeit,  and  suffer  all  such  pains  and  penalties  for 
neglect,  abuse,  or  non-performance  thereof,  as  church¬ 
wardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  are  liable  to,  by  virtue  of 
this  or  any  former  statute  concerning  the  poor. 


[18  Geo.  II.  Cap.  22.  Sects.  24,  25,  &  26.] 

An  Act  for  giving  further  Time  for  the  Payment  of 
Duties  omitted  to  he  paid  for  the  Indentures  or  Con¬ 
tracts  of  Clerks  and  Apprentices ,  and.  for  the  fur¬ 
ther  enforcing  the  Payment  of  the  said  Duties. 

XXIV.  \  ND  for  the  better  enforcing  the  payment  of  the  Further  pe- 
x  \  rates  and  duties  directed  to  be  levied  and  paid  nal  ltJ  or 

*  1x0 1  paying 

by  the  said  former  acts ;  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  by  the  the  s.ii  1 
authority  aforesaid,  That  from  and  after  the  twenty-fourth  c3uties* 
day  of  June ,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  forty-five,  if  any  master  or  mistress  shall  ne¬ 
glect  to  pay  the  said  rates  and  duties  for  clerks,  apprentices, 
or  servants,  within  the  respective  times,  in  and  by  the  for¬ 
mer  acts  limited  and  appointed  in  that  behalf,  according  to 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  same,  every  such  master 
or  mistress  shall,  for  every  such  neglect,  forfeit  and  pay 
double  the  rates  and  duties  charged  and  directed  to  be  paid 
and  levied  by  the  said  former  acts,  or  either  of  them  ( over 
and  above  all  penalties  and  forfeitures  thereby  inflicted)  for 
all  monies  which  shall  at  any  time  or  times,  after  the  said 
twenty-fourth  day  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
forty-five,  be  given,  paid,  contracted,  or  agreed  for,  with  or 
in  relation  to  every  such  clerk,  apprentice,  or  servant ; 
which  said  penalties  and  forfeitures,  directed  to  be  levied  by 
this  present  act,  shall  be  paid  by  the  said  masters  or  mis¬ 
tresses  respectively,  and  shall  be  recovered,  paid,  and  ap-  how  to  be 
plied,  in  such  and  the  same  manner  as  any  penalties  and  rccovelt“- 
forfeitures  inflicted  by  the  said  former  acts,  or  either  of  them, 
are  thereby  directed  to  be  recovered,  levied,  paid,  or  applied. 

XXV.  And 
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XXV.  And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted,  That  if  any  mas¬ 
ter  or  mistress  of  any  such  clerk,  apprentice,  or  servant 
respectively,  shall  neglect  to  pay  the  said  rates  and  duties 
so  charged  by  the  said  former  acts,  or  either  of  them,  within 
the  respective  times  therein  limited  in  that  behalf,  whereby 
the  penalties  or  forfeitures  incurred  by  virtue  of  this  act,  will 
become  charged  upon,  and  be  payable  by  them  respectively  ; 
and  any  such  clerk,  apprentice,  or  servant  respectively, 
shall,  and  do  in  that  case  pay,  or  cause  to  be  paid,  the  rates 
and  duties  charged  by  the  said  former  acts,  or  either  of 
them:  and  also  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  inflicted  and 
incurred  by  this  present  act,  at  any  time  within  one  year 
after  the  same  shall  so  respectively  become  charged,  incur¬ 
red,  and  made  payable  by  virtue  of  this  act,  as  aforesaid 
(such  master  or  mistress  not  having  then  paid  the  said  rates, 
duties,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  respectively,  although  re¬ 
quired  by  such  clerk,  apprentice,  or  servant,  so  to  do),  then 
and  in  such  case,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  any 
such  clerk,  apprentice,  or  servant,  within  three  months  after 
such  payment  of  the  said  rates,  duties,  penalties,  and  for¬ 
feitures  respectively,  by  him,  her,  or  them,  as  aforesaid, 
to  demand  of  his  or  her  master  or  mistress,  or  his,  her,  or 
their  executors  or  administrators,  such  sum  or  sums  of 
money,  as  was  or  were  paid  to  such  master  or  mistress,  for 
or  in  respect  of  such  clerkship,  apprenticeship,  or  servitude  ; 
and  in  case  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  shall  not  be  paid 
within  three  months  after  such  demand  thereof  made,  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  any  such  clerk,  appren¬ 
tice,  or  servant,  to  sue  for  and  recover  the  same,  with  full 
costs  of  suit,  against  such  master  or  mistress,  his,  her,  or 
their  executors  or  administrators,  by  action  of  debt,  bill, 
plaint,  or  information,  in  any  of  His  Majesty’s  courts  of  re¬ 
cord  at  Wesminster,  wherein  no  essoin,  protection,  wager  of 
law,  or  more  than  one  imparlance  shall  be  allowed ;  and 
every  such  clerk,  apprentice,  or  servant,  shall  and  may  im¬ 
mediately  after  payment  of  such  rates,  duties,  penalties,  and 
forfeitures  as  aforesaid,  be  discharged  from  his,  her,  or  their 
clerkship,  apprenticeship,  and  service  respectively ;  and 
from  all  actions,  penalties,  forfeitures  and  damages,  for  not 
serving  the  time  for  which  lie,  she,  or  they  were  respectively 
bound,  contracted  for,  or  agreed  to  serve  such  master  or 
mistress  respectively. 


XXVI.  Pro- 
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XXVI.  Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  Such  clerks, 
and  declared,  That  every  such  clerk,  apprentice,  or  servant,  ^  same  be - 
shall  avail  him  or  herself,  and  have  such  and  the  same 
benefit  and  advantage  of  the  time  he  or  she  shall  respectively 
have  continued  with,  and  served  such  master  or  mistress 
respectively,  as  he  or  she  could  or  might  have  done,  in  case 
of  any  assignment  or  turning  over  to  any  new  or  other  mas¬ 
ter  or  mistress. 


nefit  as  any 
cases  of' 
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over. 


[20  Geo.  II.  Cap.  19.] 

An  Act  for  the  better  adjusting  and  more  easy  Recovery 
of  the  Wages  of  certain  Servants  ;  and  for  the  better  Re - 
gulation  of  such  Servants ,  and  of  certain  Apprentices. 

‘‘  TT  7  HERE  AS  the  laws  now  in  being,  for  the  better  re- 
V  V  gulation  of  servants,  and  for  the  payment  of  wages 
to  them,  and  to  artificers,  handicraftsmen,  and  labourers,  are 
insufficient  and  defective for  remedy  whereof,  be  it  enacted 
by  the  King’s  most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  com¬ 
mons,  in  this  present  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  same,  That,  from  and  after  the  twenty-fifth  day 
of  March ,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou¬ 
sand  seven  hundred  and  forty-seven,  all  complaints,  differ¬ 
ences,  and  disputes,  which  shall  happen  or  arise  between 
masters  and  mistresses,  and  servants  in  husbandry,  who  shall 
be  hired  for  one  year  or  longer,  or  which  shall  happen  or  arise 
between  masters  and  mistresses,  and  artificers,  handicrafts¬ 
men,  miners,  colliers,  keelmen,  pitmen,  glassmen,  potters,  and 
other  labourers  employed  for  any  certain  time,  or  in  any  other 
manner,  shall  be  heard  and  determined  by  one  or  more  jus¬ 
tice  or  justices  of  the  peace,  of  the  county,  riding,  city, 
liberty,  town  corporate,  or  place,  where  such  master  or  mis¬ 
tress  shall  inhabit,  although  no  rate  or  assessment  of  wages 
has  been  made  that  year  by  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the 
shire,  riding,  or  liberty,  or  by  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  or  other 
head  officer,  where  such  complaints  shall  be  made,  or  where 
such  differences  or  disputes  shall  arise  ;  which  said  justice  or 
justices  is  and  are  hereby  impowered  to  examine  upon  oath, 
any  such  servant,  artificer,  handicraftsman,  miner,  collier, 
keelman,  pitman,  glassman,  potter,  or  other  labourer,  or  any 
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wages  due,  other  witness  or  witnesses,  touching  any  such  complaint,  dif- 

if  under  3  o*/  x 

certain  sum.  ference,  or  dispute,  and  to  make  such  order  for  payment  of 

so  much  wages,  to  such  servant,  artificer,  handicraftsman, 
miner,  collier,  keelman,  pitman,  glassman,  potter,  or  other 
labourer,  as  to  such  justice  or  justices  shall  seem  just  and 
reasonable,  provided  that  the  sum  in  question  do  not  exceed 
ten  pounds  with  regard  to  any  servant,  nor  five  pounds  with 
regard  to  any  artificer,  handicraftsman,  miner,  collier,  keel- 
On  nonpay-  man,  pitman,  glassman,  potter,  or  labourer ;  and  in  case  of 
leviec  '>y  ^  re^usa^  or  non-payment  of  any  sums  so  ordered,  by  the  space 
distress  and  of  one-and-twenty  days  next  after  such  determination,  such 
sale.  justice  and  justices  shall  and  may  issue  forth  his  and  their 

warrant  to  levy  the  same  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods 
and  chattels  of  such  master,  or  mistress,  or  person  employing 
such  artificer,  handicraftsman,  miner,  collier,  keelman,  pit¬ 
man,  glassman,  potter,  or  other  labourer,  rendering  the  over¬ 
plus  to  the  owners,  after  payment  of  the  charges  of  such— dis¬ 
tress  and  sale. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  such  justice  or 
justices,  upon  application  or  complaint  made,  upon  oath,  by 
any  master,  mistress,  or  employer,  against  any  such  servant, 
artificer,  handicraftsman,  miner,  collier,  keelman,  pitman, 
glassman,  potter,  or  labourer,  touching  or  concerning  any 
misdemeanor,  miscarriage,  or  ill  behaviour,  in  such  his  or 
her  service  or  employment  (which  oath  such  justice  or  jus¬ 
tices  is  and  are  hereby  empowered  to  administer)  to  hear, 
and  to  pu-  examine,  and  determine  the  same ;  and  to  punish  the  offender 
nish  the  of-  by  commitment  to  the  house  of  correction,  there  to  remain 
commit-^  and  be  corrected,  and  held  to  hard  labour  for  a  reasonable 
ment,  abate-  time,  not  exceeding  one  calendar  month,  or  otherwise  by 
abating  some  part  of  his  or  her  wages,  or  by  discharging  such 
servant,  artificer,  handicraftsman,  miner,  collier,  keelman, 
pitman,  glassman,  potter,  or  labourer,  from  his,  her,  or  their 
service  or  employment ;  and  in  like  manner  also  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  to  and  for  such  justice  or  justices,  upon  any 
complaint  or  application,  upon  oath,  by  any  such  servant, 
artificer,  handicraftsman,  miner,  collier,  keelman,  pitman, 
glassman,  potter,  or  other  labourer,  against  such  master, 
mistress,  or  employer,  touching  or  concerning  any  misusage, 
refusal  of  necessary  provision,  cruelty,  or  other  ill  treatment 
of,  to,  or  towards  such  servant,  artificer,  handicraftsman, 
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miner,  collier,  keelman,  pitman,  glassman,  potter,  or  other 
labourer,  and  to  summon  such  master,  mistress,  or  employer, 
to  appear  before  such  justice  or  justices,  at  a  reasonable  time 
to  be  prefixed  in  such  summons;  and  such  justice  or  justices 
shall  and  may  examine  into  the  matter  of  such  complaint, 
whether  such  master,  mistress,  or  employer  shall  appear  or 
not ;  proof  being  made,  upon  oath,  of  his  or  her  being  duly 
summoned  ;  and  upon  proof  thereof  made,  upon  oath,  to  his 
or  their  satisfaction,  to  discharge  such  servant,  artificer, 
handicraftsman,  miner,  collier,  keelman,  pitman,  glassman, 
potter,  or  other  labourer,  of  and  from  his  said  service  and 
employment ;  which  discharge  shall  be  given  under  the  hand 
and  seal,  or  hands  and  seals  of  such  justice  or  justices  gratis. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  any  two  or  more 
such  justices,  upon  any  complaint  or  application  by  any  ap¬ 
prentice  put  out  by  the  parish,  or  any  other  apprentice,  upon 
whose  binding  out  no  larger  a  sum  than  five  pounds  of  lawful 
British  money  was  paid,  touching  or  concerning  any  mis- 
usage,  refusal  of  necessary  provision,  cruelty,  or  other  ill- 
treatment  of  or  towards  such  apprentice,  by  his  or  her  master 
or  mistress,  to  summon  such  master  or  mistress  to  appear  be¬ 
fore  such  justices,  at  a  reasonable  time  to  be  named  in  such 
summons  ;  and  such  justices  shall  and  may  examine  into  the 
matter  of  such  complaint ;  and  upon  proof  thereof  made, 
upon  oath,  to  their  satisfaction  (whether  the  master  or  mis¬ 
tress  be  present,  or  not,  if  service  of  the  summons  be  also, 
upon  oath,  proved)  the  said  justices  may  discharge  such  ap¬ 
prentice,  by  warrant  or  certificate  under  their  hands  and 
seals ;  for  which  warrant  or  certificate  no  fees  shall  be  paid. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  such  justices,  upon 
application  or  complaint  made,  upon  oath,  by  any  master  or 
mistress,  against  any  such  apprentice,  touching  or  concerning 
any  misdemeanor,  miscarriage,  or  ill  behaviour,  in  such  his  or 
her  service  (which  oath  such  justices  are  hereby  empowered 
to  administer)  to  hear,  examine,  and  determine  the  same,  and 
to  punish  the  offender  by  commitment  to  the  house  of  cor¬ 
rection,  there  to  remain  and  be  corrected,  and  held  to  hard 
labour,  for  a  reasonable  time,  not  exceeding  one  calendar 
month,  or  otherwise  by  discharging  such  apprentice,  in  man¬ 
ner  and  form  before  mentioned. 
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V.  Provided  nevertheless,  That  if  any  person  or  persona 
shall  think  himself,  herself,  or  themselves  aggrieved  by  such 
determination,  order,  or  warrant  of  such  justice  or  justices 
as  aforesaid  (save  and  except  any  order  ofcommitment),  he, 
she,  or  they  may  appeal  to  the  next  general  quarter  sessions 
of  the  peace  to  he  held  for  the  county,  riding,  liberty,  city, 
town  corporate,  or  place  where  such  determination  or  order 
shall  be  made ;  which  said  next  general  quarter  sessions  is 
hereby  impowered  to  hear  and  finally  determine  the  same,  and 
to  give  and  award  such  costs  to  any  of  the  respective  persons, 
appellant  or  respondent,  as  the  said  sessions  shall  judge  reason¬ 
able,  not  exceeding  forty  shillings  ;  the  same  to  be  levied  by 
distress  and  sale,  in  manner  before  mentioned. 

VI.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  autho¬ 
rity  aforesaid,  That  no  writ  of  certiorari ,  or  other  process, 
shall  issue  or  be  issuable  to  remove  any  proceedings  whatso¬ 
ever,  had  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  into  any  of  His  Majesty’s 
courts  of  record  at  Westminster. 

VII.  Provided  always,  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained 
shall  extend  to  the  stannaries  in  the  counties  of  Devon  and 
Cornwall. 


[20  Geo.  II.  Cap.45.  Sects.5,  6,  7,  &  8.] 

An  Act  to  give  further  Time  for  the  Payment  of  Duties 
omitted  to  he  paid  for  the  Indentures  or  Contracts  of 
Clerks  and  Apprentices ,  and  for  better  securing  the 
Payment  of  the  said  Duties . 

V.  A  ND  it  is  hereby  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after 
•Lx.  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June ,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  forty-seren,  if  any  master  or  mistress,  who  by 
reason  of  such  neglect  as  aforesaid,  shall  become  liable  to 
forfeit  and  pay  the  said  double  rates  and  duties  as  aforesaid, 
shall  respectively  pay  the  said  double  rates  and  duties  unto 
the  person  or  persons  to  whom  the  same  ought  to  be  paid  in 
pursuance  of  the  said  former  acts,  and  also  tender  the  inden¬ 
tures  or  contracts  to  be  stamped  at  any  time  within  two  year* 

after 
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after  the  end  or  determination  of  the  apprenticeship  or  service 
of  any  such  clerk,  apprentice,  or  servant  respectively,  and 
before  any  suit  or  prosecution  shall  have  been  commenced 
for  recovering  any  of  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  inflicted 
and  incurred  by  the  said  former  acts,  or  any  of  them,  then, 
and  in  such  case,  the  indentures  or  contracts  of  such  clerk, 
apprentice,  or  servant  respectively,  shall  be  good  and  avail¬ 
able  in  law  and  equity,  and  may  be  given  in  evidence  in  any 
court  whatsoever ;  and  the  clerks,  apprentices,  or  servants 
therein  named,  shall  be  capable  of  following  and  exercising 
their  respective  intended  trades  or  employments,  as  fully  as 
if  tile  rates  and  duties  so  omitted,  had  been  duly  paid  within 
the  respective  times  in  the  said  former  acts,  or  any  of  them, 
limited  or  appointed ;  and  all  and  every  person  and  persons, 
who  shall  have  incurred  any  penalties  by  the  omissions  afore¬ 
said,  upon  payment  of  such  double  rates  or  duties  as  afore¬ 
said,  within  the  respective  times  herein  last  before  limited  in 
that  behalf,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  acquitted  and  dis¬ 
charged  of  and  from  the  said  penalties  and  forfeitures  ;  any 
thing  in  the  said  former  acts,  or  any  of  them,  contained  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

VI.  And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted,  That  if  any  master 
or  mistress  shall,  by  reason  of  any  such  neglect  as  aforesaid, 
become  liable  to  forfeit  and  pay  such  double  rates  and  duties 
as  aforesaid,  and  any  such  clerk,  apprentice,  or  servant  re¬ 
spectively  shall  and  do,  at  any  time  after  such  forfeiture  in¬ 
curred,  either  in  the  presence  of  one  or  more  credible  wit¬ 
ness  or  witnesses,  or  by  writing  under  the  hand  of  such 
clerk,  apprentice,  or  servant  respectively,  signed  in  the 
presence  of  one  or  more  credible  witness  or  witnesses,  re¬ 
quire  his  or  her  .master  or  mistress  respectively  to  pay  the 
said  double  rates  or  duties  so  incurred  as  aforesaid,  and 
such  master  or  mistress  shall  not,  within  three  months  after 
such  request,  pay  the  same,  and  any  such  clerk,  apprentice, 
or  servant  shall  at  any  time  within  two  years  after  the  deter¬ 
mination  of  his  clerkship,  apprenticeship,  or  servitude,  pay 
the  said  double  rates  and  duties  so  forfeited  and  incurred, 
and  not  paid  by  his  or  her  master  or  mistress  respectively  as 
aforesaid,  then,  and  in  such  case,  it  shall  and-  may  be  lawful 
to  and  for.  any  such  clerk,  apprentice,' or  servant,  within 
three  months  after  such  payment  of  the  said  double  rates  and 
duties  by  him,,  her,  or  them,  as  aforesaid,  to  demand  of  his 
or  her  master  or  mistress,  or  his,  her,  or  their  executors  or 
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administrators,  double  the  sum  or  sums  of  money,  or  other 
consideration  respectively  given,  paid,  and  agreed,  or  con¬ 
tracted  to  be  paid  to  such  master  or  mistress,  for  or  in  re¬ 
spect  of  such  clerkship,  apprenticeship,  or  servitude ;  and  in 
case  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  shall  not  he  paid  within 
three  month  after  such  demand  thereof  made,  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  to  and  for  any  such  clerk,  apprentice,  or  ser¬ 
vant,  to  sue  for  and  recover  the  same,  with  full  costs  of  suit 
against  such  master  or  mistress,  his,  her,  or  their  executors, 
or  administrators,  by  action  of  debt,  hill,  plaint,  or  informa¬ 
tion,  in  any  of  his  Majesty’s  courts  of  record  at  Westminster , 
wherein  no  essoin,  protection,  or  wager  of  law,  or  more  than 
one  imparlance,  shall  be  allowed  ;  and  every  such  clerk,  ap¬ 
prentice,  or  servant,  so  paying  such  double  rates  or  duties 
as  aforesaid,  shall  and  may,  immediately  after  payment  thereof 
respectively,  and  upon  signifying,  by  writing  under  his  or  her 
hand,  that  he  or  she  desires  to  he  discharged  from  his,  her,  or 
their  clerkship,  apprenticeship,  and  service  respectively,  shall 
be  accordingly  discharged  from  the  same  respectively,  and 
from  all  actions,  penalties,  forfeitures,  and  damages,  for  not 
serving  the  time  for  which  he,  she,  or  they  were  respectively 
bound,  contracted  for,  or  agreed  to  serve  such  master  or 
mistress  respectively. 

VII.  Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  further  enacted 
and  declared,  That  every  such  clerk,  apprentice,  or  servant, 
shall  avail  him  or  herself,  and  have  such  and  the  same  bene¬ 
fit  and  advantage  of  the  time  he  or  she  shall  respectively 
have  continued  with  and  served  such  master  or  mistress  re¬ 
spectively,  as  he  or  she  could  or  might  have  done,  in  case  of 
any  assignment  or  turning  over  to  any  new  or  other  master  or 
mistress. 

VIII,  Provided  always,  That  in  case  where  any  prosecu¬ 
tion  shall  be  commenced  against  any  master  or  mistress,  for 
recovering  any  of  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  inflicted  and 
incurred  by  the  said  former  acts,  or  any  of  them,  the  clerk, 
apprentice,  or  servant  of  such  master  or  mistress  respectively, 
shall  pay  such  double  rates  and  duties,  at  any  time  within  two 
years  after  the  end  of  his,  her,  or  their  clerkship,  apprentice¬ 
ship,  or  servitude;  and  every  such  clerk,  apprentice,  or  servant 
respectively,  shall,  upon  payment  of  such  double  rates  and 
duties  as  aforesaid,  be  capable  and  qualified  to  follow  and  exer¬ 
cise  his,  her,  and  their  respective  trades  and  employments  ; 
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and  the  indentures  or  contracts  of  such  clerk,  apprentice, 
and  servant  respectively,  shall  be  good  and  available  in  law 
and  equity,  and  may  be  given  in  evidence  in  any  court  what¬ 
soever  :  any  thing  in  this  or  the  said  former  acts,  or  any  of 
them,  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 


[24  Geo.  II.  Cap.  44.]  " 

An  Act  for  the  rendering  Justices  of  the  Peace  more  safe 
in  the  Execution  of  their  Office  ;  and  for  indemnifying 
Co7istables  and  others  acting  in  Obedience  to  their  War¬ 
rants. 


“  WHEREAS  justices  of  the  peace  are  discouraged  in 
^  «  the  execution  of  their  office  by  vexatious  actions 
brought  against  them  for  or  by  reason  of  small  and  involun¬ 
tary  errors  in  their  proceedings  ;  and  whereas  it  is  necessary 
that  they  should  be,  ( as  far  as  is  consistent  with  justice,  and 
the  safety  and  liberty  of  the  subjects  over  whom  their  autho¬ 
rity  extends)  rendered  safe  in  the  execution  of  the  said  office 
and  trust :  and  whereas  it  is  also  necessary  that  the  subjects 
should  be  protected  from  all  wilful  and  oppressive  abuse  of  the 
several  laws  and  statutes  committed  to  the  care  and  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  said  justices  of  the  peace Be  it  enacted  by  the 
King’s  most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in 
this  present  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June , 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-one,  no  writ  shall  be 
sued  out  against,  nor  any  copy  of  any  process,  at  the  suit  of 
a  subject,  shall  be  served  on  any  justice  of  the  peace  for  any 
thing  by  him  done  in  the  execution  of  his  office,  until  notice 
in  writing  of  such  intended  writ  or  process  shall  have  been 
delivered  to  him,  or  left  at  the  usual  place  of  his  abode,  by 
the  attorney  or  agent  for  the  party  who  intends  to  sue  or 
cause  the  same  to  be  sued  out  or  served,  at  least  one  calen¬ 
dar  month  before  the  suing  out  or  serving  the  same ;  in  which 
notice  shall  be  clearly  and  explicitly  contained  the  cause  of 
action  which  such  party  hath  or  ciaimeth  to  have  against 
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such  justice  of  the  peace  ;  on  the  back  of  which  notice  shall 
be  indorsed  the  nan#e  of  such  attorney  or  agent,  together 
with  the  place  of  his  abode,  who  shall  be  entitled  to  have  the 
fee  of  twenty  shillings  for  the  preparing  and  serving  such  nor 
tice,  and  no  more. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  to  and  for  such  justice  of  the  peace,  at  any  time,^ 
within  one  calendar  month  after  such  notice  given  as  afore¬ 
said,  to  tender  amends  to  the  party  complaining,  or  to  his  or 
her  agent  or  attorney  ;  and  in  case  the  same  is  not  accepted, 
to  plead  such  tender  in  bar  to  any  action  to  be  brought 
against  him,  grounded  on  such  writ  or  process,  together  with 
the  plea  of  not  guilty,  and  any  other  plea  with  the  leave  of 
the  court,  and  if  upon  issue  joined  thereon  the  jury  shall  find 
the  amends  so  tendered  to  have  been  sufficient,  then  they 
shall  give  a  verdict  for  the  defendant ;  and  in  such  case,  or 
in  case  the  plaintiff  shall  become  nonsuit,  or  shall  discontinue 
his  or  her  action,  or  in  case  judgment  shall  be  given  for  such 
defendant  or  defendants  upon  demurrer,  such  justice  shall 
be  intitled  to  the  like  costs  as  he  would  have  been  intitled 
unto  in  case  he  had  pleaded  the  general  issue  only ;  and  if 
upon  issue  so  joined  the  jury  shall  find  that  no  amends  were 
tendered,  or  that  the  same  were  not  sufficient,  and  also 
against  the  defendant  or  defendants  on  such  other  plea  or 
pleas,  then  they  shall  give  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  and 
such  damages  as  they  shall  think  proper,  which  he  or  she 
shall  recover,  together  with  his  or  her  costs  of  suit. 

Ill  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  such  plaintiff 
shall  recover  any  verdict  against  such  justice  in  any  case 
where  the  action  shall  be  grounded  on  any  act  of  the  defen¬ 
dant,  as  justice  of  the  peace,  unless  it  is  proved  upon  the 
trial  of  such  action  that  such  notice  was  given  as  aforesaid  ; 
but  in  default  thereof  such  justice  shall  recover  a  verdict  and 
costs  as  aforesaid. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  in  case  such  justice  shall  neglect  to  tender  any  amends, 
or  shall  have  tendered  insufficient  amends,  before  the  action 
brought,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  him,  by  leave  of  the 
court  where  such  action  shall  depend,  at  any  time  before  issue 
joined,  to  pay  into  court  such  sum  of  money  as  he  shall  see 
fit ;  whereupon  such  proceedings,  orders,  and  judgments 
shall  be  had,  made,  and  given  in  and  by  such  court,  as  in 
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other  actions  where  the  defendant  is  allowed  to  pay  money 

into  court. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  evidence  shall  be  EvicJencerot 

,  _  .  to  !>e  oiypn 

permitted  to  be  given  by  the  plaintiff  on  the  trial  of  any  such  0f  any  cause, 
action  as  aforesaid,  of  any  cause  of  action,  except  such  as  is  but  Sl^ch  a* 
contained  in  the  notice  hereby  directed  to  be  given.  in  the  notice 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Action  not 
That  from  and  after  the  said  twenty-fourth  day  of  June,  one  to  be  brought 

thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-one,  no  action  shall  be  constable  ^ 
brought  against  any  constable,  headborough,  or  other  officer,  acting  in 
or  against  any  person  or  persons  acting  by  his  order  and  in  just;ces> 
his  aid,  for  any  thing  done  in  obedience  to  any  warrant  under  warrant,  till 
the  hand  or  seal  of  any  justice  of  the  peace,  until  demand  ^cTof  the 
hath  been  made  or  left  at  the  usual  place  of  his  abode,  by  the  copy  cf  the 
party  or  parties  intending  to  bring  such  action,  or  by  his,  her, 
or  their  attorney  or  agent,  in  writing,  signed  by  the  party  de-  thereof,  &c. 
manding  the  same,  of  the  perusal  and  copy  of  such  warrant, 
and  the  same  hath  been  refused  or  neglected  for  the  space  of 
six  days  after  such  demand ;  and  in  case  after  such  demand 
and  compliance  therewith,  by  shewing  the  said  warrant  to, 
and  permitting  a  copy  to  be  taken  thereof  by  the  party  de¬ 
manding  the  same,  any  action  shall  be  brought  against  such 
constable,  headborough,  or  other  officer,  or  against  such  per¬ 
son  or  persons  acting  in  his  aid  for  any  such  cause  as  aforesaid, 
without  making  the  justice  or  justices  who  signed  or  sealed  the 
said  warrant,  defendant  or  defendants,  that  on  producing  and 
proving  such  warrant  at  the  trial  of  such  action,  the  jury 
shall  give  their  verdict  for  the  defendant  or  defendants,  not¬ 
withstanding  any  defect  of  jurisdiction  in  such  justice  or  jus¬ 
tices;  and  if  such  action  be  brought  jointly  against  such  jus¬ 
tice  or  justices,  and  also  against  such  constable,  headborough, 
or  other  officer,  or  person  or  persons  acting  in  his  or  their  aid 
as  aforesaid,  then  on  proof  of  such  warrant  the  jury  shall  find 
for  such  constable,  headborough,  or  other  officer,  and  for  such 
person  and  persons  so  acting  as  aforesaid,  notwithstanding 
such  defect  of  jurisdiction  as  aforesaid  ;  and  if  the  verdict  shall 
be  given  against  the  justice  or  justices,  that  in  such  case  the 
plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  shall  recover  his,  her,  or  their  costs 
against  him  or  them,  to  be  taxed  in  such  manner  by  the 
proper  officer,  as  to  include  such  costs  as  such  plaintiff  or 
plaintiffs  are  liable  to  pay  to  such  defendant  or  defendants  for 
whom  such  verdict  shall  be  found  as  aforesaid. 

CK  3] 
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VII.  Provided  always,  That  where  the  plaintiff  in  any  such 
action  against  any  justice  of  the  peace  shall  obtain  a  verdict, 
in  case  the  judge  before  whom  the  cause  shall  be  tried,  shall 
in  open  court  certify  on  the  back  of  the  record  that  the  in¬ 
jury  for  which  such  action  was  brought  was  wilfully  and  ma¬ 
liciously  committed,  the  plaintiff  shall  be  entitled  to  have  and 
receive  double  costs  of  suit. 

VIII.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  no  action  shall  be  brought  against  any  justice 
of  the  peace  for  any  thing  done  in  the  execution  of  his  office, 
or  against  any  constable,  headborough,  or  other  officer  or 
person  acting  as  aforesaid,  unless  commenced  within  six 
calendar  months  after  the  act  committed. 


[26  Geo.  II.  Cap.  27.] 

An  Act  to  confirm  certain  Acts  and  Orders  made  by 
Justices  of  the  Peace  being  of  the  Quorum,  notwith¬ 
standing  any  Defect  in  not  expressing  therein  that 
such  Justices  of  the  Peace  are  of  the  Quorum. 


u 


/HERE AS  authority  is  given  by  divers  acts  of  par¬ 
liament  to  two  or  more  justices  of  the  peace, 
whereof  one  or  more  are  to  be  of  the  quorum  :  And  whereas 
divers  acts,  orders,  adjudications,  warrants,  confirmations  of 
indentures,  and  other  instruments  done,  made,  and  executed, 
by  two  or  more  justices  of  the  peace,  without  expressing 
that  they  are,  or  that  one  of  them  is,  of  the  quorum ,  have 
been,  and  may  be,  for  that  reason  only  impeached,  *  set 
aside,  and  vacated Be  it  enacted  by  the  King’s  most  ex¬ 
cellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  present 
parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
That  from  and  after  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  Juney  in  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-three,  no  act, 
order,  adjudication,  warrant,  indenture  of  apprenticeship,  or 
other  instrument  already  made,  done,  or  executed,  or  here¬ 
after  to  be  made,  done,  or  executed,  by  two  or  more  jus¬ 
tice* 
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tices  of  the  peace,  which  doth  not  express  that  one  or  more  in  not  ex- 
of  the  justices  is  or  are  of  the  quorum ,  shall  be  impeached,  f 
set  aside,  or  vacated,  for  that  defect  only;  any  law,  statute,  of  such  ju  <■- 
or  usage  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  t!cer  are  °! 

°  J  °  the  quorum. 


[27  Geo.  II.  Cap.  20.  Sect.  1,  2.] 

An  Act  for  the  more  easy  and  effectual  proceeding  upon  ■ 
Distresses  to  be  made  by  Warrants  of  Justices  of  the 
Peace . 


“  \  ITT  HERE  AS  by  many  acts  of  parliament,  justices  of 
^  »  the  peace  are  impowered  to  issue  warrants  for  the 
distress  and  sale  of  goods  and  chattels,  but  the  charges  of 
distraining,  keeping,  and  sale  of  such  goods  and  chattels 
are  not  provided  for  in  all  the  said  acts,  nor  is  there  a  time 
in  all  cases  limited  for  the  sale  thereof,  whereby  inconve¬ 
niences  have  arisen Therefore,  for  remedy  thereof,  be  it 
enacted  by  the  King’s  most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal, 
and  commons,  in  this  present  parliament  assembled,  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  same,  That  in  all  cases  where  any  jus¬ 
tice  or  justices  of  the  peace  is,  or  are,  or  shall  be,  required 
or  impowered  by  any  act  or  acts  of  parliament  now  in  force, 
or  hereafter  to  be  made,  to  issue  a  warrant  of  distress  for 
the  levying  of  any  penalty  inflicted,  or  any  sum  of  money 
directed  to  be  paid,  by  or  in  consequence  of  such  act  or 
acts,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  justice  or  justices 
granting  such  warrant,  therein  to  order  and  direct  the  goods 
and  chattels  so  to  be  distrained,  to  be  sold  and  disposed  of, 
within  a  certain  time  to  be  limited  in  such  warrant,  so  as 
such  time  be  not  less  than  four  days,  nor  more  than  eight 
days,  unless  the  penalty  or  sum  of  money  for  which  such 
distress  shall  be  made,  together  with  the  reasonable  charges 
of  taking  and  keeping  such  distress,  be  sooner  paid. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  officer  making- 
such  distress  shall  and  is  hereby  impowered  to  deduct  the 
reasonable  charges  of  taking,  keeping,  and  selling  such  dis- 
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tress,  out  of  the  money  arising  by  such  sale ;  and  the  over¬ 
plus  (if  any)  after  such  charges,  and  also  the  said  penalty 
or  sum  of  money  shall  be  fully  satisfied  and  paid,  shall  be 
returned  on  demand  to  the  owner  of  the  goods  and  chattels 
so  distrained;  and  the  officer  executing  such  warrant,  if 
required,  shall  shew  the  same  to  the  person  whose  goods 
and  chattels  are  distrained,  and  shall  suffer  a  copy  thereof 
to  be  taken. 


[31  Geo.  II.  Cap.  1 1.] 

An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  made  in  the  Third  Year  of  the 
Reign  of  King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  intituled , 
A11  Act  for  the  better  Explanation,  and  supplying 
the  Defects  of  the  former  Laws  for  the  Settlement  ot 
the  Poor,  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  Apprentices 
gaining  a  Settlement  by  Indenture ;  and  also  to  im- 
power  Justices  of  the  Peace  to  determine  Differences 
between  Masters  and  Mistresses ,  and  their  Servants  in 
Husbandly ,  touching  their  Wages ,  though  such  Ser¬ 
vants  are  hired  for  less  Time  than  a  Year. 

t(  /WHEREAS  by  an  act  made  in  the  third  year  of  *he 
*  *  reign  of  King  William  and  Queen  Mary ,  intituled, 
An  act  for  the  better  explanation ,  and  supplying  the  defects 
of  the former  taxes  for  the  settlement  of  the  poor,  it  is  enacted, 
That  if  any  person  shall  be  bound  an  apprentice  by  inden¬ 
ture,  and  inhabit  in  any  town  or  parish,  such  binding  and 
inhabitation  shall  be  adjudged  a  good  settlement ;  and 
whereas  since  the  making  the  said  act,  great  numbers  of 
persons  have  been  unwarily  bound  apprentices  by  certain 
deeds,  writings,  or  contracts,  not  indented,  by  which  bind¬ 
ing  many  of  them  have  suffered  great  loss  and  damage,  on 
account  of  their  having  been  refused  a  settlement  in  such 
town  or  parish,  where  they  have  been  so  bound,  and  resided 
forty  days,  and  have  been  removed  to  the  parish  or  place 
where  their  last  legal  settlement  was  before  such  apprentice- 
a  ship, 
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ship,  where  they  have  had  no  encouragement  to  exercise 
their  trades,  or  opportunity  to  gain  a  livelihood  by  their 
said  trades,  to  which  they  were  so  bound  apprentices 
For  relief  therefore  of  such  apprentices,  and  for  preventing 
the  like  mischief  for  the  future,  be  it  enacted  by  the  King’s 
most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con¬ 
sent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in 
this  present  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  no  person  who  shall  have  been  bound  an 
apprentice,  or  who  shall  hereafter  be  bound  an  apprentice, 
by  any  deed,  writing,  or  contract,  not  indented,  being  first 
legally  stamped,  shall  be  liable  to  be  removed  from  the 
town,  parish,  or  place,  where  he  or  she  shall  have  been  so 
bound  an  apprentice,  and  resident  forty  days,  by  virtue  of 
any  order  of  removal,  granted  by  two  justices  of  the  peace, 
of  any  county,  riding,  division,  city,  borough,  town  corpo¬ 
rate,  or  place;  or  by  virtue  of  any  order  of  the  justices  at 
their  general  or  quarter  sessions,  by  reason  or  on  account  of 
such  deed,  writing,  or  contract,  not  being  indented  only. 

II.  Provided  nevertheless,  That  nothing  hereinbefore  enacted 
shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  set  aside  or  make 
void  any  judgment,  order,  or  decree,  which  shall  have  been 
made  as  aforesaid,  before  the  first  day  of  May ,  one  thou¬ 
sand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-eight. 

III.  “  And  whereas  by  an  act  passed  in  the  twentieth  year 
of  his  present  Majesty’s  reign,  intituled,  An  act  for  the  better 
adjusting  and  more  easy  recovery  of  the  wages  of  certain 
servants ,  and  for  the  better  regulation  of  such  servants ,  and 
of  certain  apprentices  ;  it  is  enacted,  That  from  and  after 
the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March ,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  forty-seven,  all  complaints,  differences,  and  disputes, 
which  shall  arise  between  masters  or  mistresses,  and  ser¬ 
vants  in  husbandry,  who  shall  be  hired  for  one  year  or 
longer,  or  which  shall  happen  or  arise  between  masters  and 
mistresses,  and  artificers,  handicraftsmen,  miners,  colliers, 
keelmen,  pitmen,  glassmen,  potters,  and  other  labourers, 
employed  for  any  certain  time,  or  in  any  other  manner,  shall 
be  heard  or  determined  by  one  or  more  justice  or  justices 
of  the  peace,  for  the  place  where  such  master  or  mistress 
shall  inhabit ;  and  whereas  doubts  have  arisen  whether  the 
words  any  labourers  employed  for  any  certain  time,  or  in 
any  other  manner,  extend  to  servants  in  husbandry  hired  for 

a  less 
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a  less  time  than  one  year ;  for  obviating  the  said  doubts,  be 
it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  act,  and 
all  and  every  clause  and  matter  therein  contained,  shall, 
from  and  after  the  said  first  day  of  May ,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  fifty-eight,  be  deemed  and  construed  to  ex¬ 
tend  to  all  servants  employed  in  husbandry,  though  hired 
for  a  less  time  than  one  year :  any  thing  in  the  said  recited 
.act  of  the  twentieth  year  of  his  present  Majesty’s  reign,  or 
any  other  act  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 


I 


C  IS5  J 


[2  Geo.  III.  Cap.  22.] 


An  Act  for  the  keeping  regular ,  uniform ,  and  annual  Re¬ 
gisters,  of  all  Parish  Poor  Infants  under  a  certain  Age, 
within  the  Bills  of  Mortality. 


J  HEREAS  the  keeping  regular,  uniform,  and  annual 
registers  of  all  parish  poor  infants  under  four  years 
of  age,  within  the  bills  of  mortality,  may  be  a  means  of  pre¬ 
serving  the  lives  of  such  infants May  it  therefore  please 
Your  Majesty,  that  it  may  be  enacted,  and  be  it  enacted  by 
the  King’s  most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  com¬ 
mons,  in  this  present  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  same,  That  the  churchwardens  and  overseers 
of  the  poor  of  every  parish  within  the  bills  of  mortality,  or 
some  one  or  more  of  them,  shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day 
of  July ,  in  the  present  year,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
sixty-two,  provide,  or  cause  to  be  provided,  at  the  expence 
of  their  respective  parish,  one  book  of  royal  paper ;  and  the 
book  belonging  to  such  respective  parish  wherein  there  is  or 
shall  be  any  workhouse,  hospital,  or  other  house  or  place  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor,  shall,  in  every  page, 
be  ruled  with  distinct  columns,  and  the  title  of  each  column 
shall  be  wrote  or  printed  in  such  page,  agreeable  to  the  sche¬ 
dule  hereunto  annexed,  marked  ( A ) ;  and  the  book  belong¬ 
ing  to  each  respective  parish,  wherein  there  is  not,  nor  shall 
be,  any  such  workhouse,  hospital -house,  or  place,  shall,  in 
every  page,  be  ruled  with  distinct  columns,  and  the  title  of 
each  column  shall  be  wrote  or  printed  in  such  page,  agree¬ 
able  to  the  schedule  hereunto  annexed,  marked  (B). 

workhouse.  Sec.  according  to  the  schedule 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  said  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor,  or 
some  one  or  more  of  them,  shall  enter,  or  cause  to  be  enter¬ 
ed,  in  the  book  belonging  to  their  respective  parish,  and  pro¬ 
vided  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  all  the  infants  under  the  age 
of  four  years,  which,  on  the  said  first  day  of  July,  shall  be  in 
the  workhouse  or  workhouses,  hospital  or  hospitals,  or  other 
house  or  houses,  place  or  places,  provided  for  the  mainte¬ 
nance 
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ns  shall  also 
all  infants 
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which  shall 
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or  under  the  nance  of  the  poor  of  each  parish  respectively,  or  under  the 
care  of  the  care  0p ^  churchwardens  or  overseers  of  the  poor,  with 

church-war-  .  ,  .  i 

dens  or  over-  the  times  when  they  were  received,  their  names,  age,  and 

seers  of  the  whatever  description  relates  to  them,  as  far  as  can  be  traced, 
sTiTi  July,  being  agreeable  to  the  schedules  annexed. 

shall  be  entered  agreeable  to  the  said  schedules  ; 

III.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
from  and  after  the  said  first  day  of  July ,  all  infants  under  the 
age  of  four  years,  who  shall  be  brought  to  any  workhouse,  or 
hospital-house,  or  place  provided  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
poor,  or  be  under  the  care  of  the  said  churchwardens  or  over¬ 
seers  of  the  poor,  in  their  respective  parishes,  or  any  of  them, 
shall  be,  by  the  said  churchwardens  or  overseers  of  the  poor, 
or  some  one  or  more  of  them,  or  by  the  direction  or  com¬ 
mand  of  some  one  or  more  of  them,  entered  regularly  in  the 
book  aforesaid,  v/ith  the  times  of  their  admittance,  and  all 
circumstances  relating  to  them,  agreeable  to  the  titles  and 
heads  of  the  columns  in  the  said  schedules  mentioned  and 
set  forth. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  first  annual  register  hereby  intended  and  directed  to 
be  kept,  shall  commence  on  the  said  first  day  of  July ,  and 
shall  end  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  December  ensuing ;  and, 
after  that  time,  the  said  annual  register  shall  commence  the 
first  day  of  January ,  and  end  the  thirty-first  day  of  December 
following. 

O 

to  commence  on  I  Jan.  and  end  on  31  Dec.  following. 

Y.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  after  the  expiration  of  each  year,  the  names  of  all  the 
infants  under  four  years  of  age,  then  living  and  registered  in 
the  said  annual  registers,  and  not  discharged  from  being 
under  the  care  of  the  churchwardens  or  overseers  of  the  poor, 
shall  be  transferred  to  the  registers  for  the  year  ensuing,  under 
their  proper  dates  of  reception,  and  under  the  description  in 
which  they  stand  in  the  preceding  registers,  previous  to  any 
further  entry  ;  so  that  each  annual  register  shall  contain  a 
full  and  distinct  register  of  the  whole  number  of  infants  under 
the  age  above-mentioned,  under  the  care  of  the  parish  at  that 
time,  as  well  as  the  children  received  under  the  said  age,  in 
the  current  year,  without  being  intermixed  or  blended  with 
the  deaths  or  discharges  of  any  in  the  preceding  years. 

VI.  And 


The  first  an¬ 
nual  register 
is  to  com¬ 
mence  on 
the  said  1 
July,  and 
end  on  31 
Dec.  ensu¬ 
ing;  and 
afterwards 


At  the  ex¬ 
piration  of 
each  year, 
all  infants 
under  the 
age  afore¬ 
said  then 
living  and 
registered, 
and  not  dis¬ 
charged, 
shall  be 
transferred 
to  the  regis¬ 
ter  for  the 
ensuing 
year,  previ¬ 
ous  to  any 
further 
entry ; 


Parish  Poor  Infants . 


[‘57] 


VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  said  annual  registers,  and  every  of  them,  shall  be 
signed  within  thirty  days  after  the  expiration  of  each  respec¬ 
tive  year,  by  the  vestry,  or  any  five  of  them,  and  by  the 
churchwardens,  overseers,  vestry  clerk,  and  master  of  the 
workhouse  for  the  time  being ;  and  where  there  is  no  vestry 
or  vestry  clerk,  by  the  churchwardens,  overseers,  and  master 
of  the  workhouse  ;  and  where  there  is  no  master  of  the  work- 
house,  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor. 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  in  case  any  infant  is  received  into  the  workhouse,  or 
under  the  care  of  the  said  churchwardens  or  overseers  of  the 
poor,  before  the  said  infant  is  baptized,  or  known  to  be  bap¬ 
tized,  due  care  shall  be  taken  to  baptize  the  same  within  four¬ 
teen  days  after  the  reception  of  such  infant,  so  that  the  Chris¬ 
tian  and  the  true  surname,  if  known,  and,  if  not  known,  a 
surname  to  be  given  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of 
the  poor,  or  any  one  of  them,  be  regularly  entered  in  the  said 
book  ;  and  the  name  and  surname  of  such  infant  shall  also  be 
registered  in  the  parish  register  of  such  parish  :  and  in  case 
of  a  difficulty  of  distinguishing  children,  some  proper  mark 
shall  be  affixed  to  the  child’s  cloaths,  or  hung  round  his  or 
her  neck. 
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ed  accord¬ 
ingly  ; 
and  they 


may  be  distinguished  by  affixing  some  mark  to  them. 


VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore¬ 
said,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  con¬ 
strued  to  extend,  to  such  children  whose  parents  receive 
money  from  the  parish  in  aid  of  the  maintenance  and  support 
of  such  children,  they  not  being  in  the  workhouse  or  other 
parish  house. 

IX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  a  copy  of  the  said  register  wrote  up,  from  time  to  time, 
shall,  every  month,  be  laid  by  the  vestry  clerk,  or  other  per¬ 
son  appointed  for  that  purpose,  before  the  respective  vestries, 
or  other  parochial  meetings  assembled  in  vestry,  that  the 
same  may  be  revised  by  them. 

X.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  said  copy  of  the  register  being  completed  ,  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  shall  be  deposited  in  the  vestry  room,  or  other 
place  of  parochial  meetings,  to  remain  there  for  the  use  of 
the  vestry-men,  or  other  parochial  meetings. 


Children 
whose  pa¬ 
rents  re¬ 
ceive  money 
from  the  pa¬ 
rish  towards 
their  sup¬ 
port,  are  not. 
included  in 
the  act. 

Copy  of  (he 
register  is  to 
be  laid 
monthly 
before  the 
vestry ; 

and  at  the 
end  of  every 
year, a  copy 
for  the  year 
to  be  depo¬ 
sited  in  the 
vestry  room  j 


XI.  And 
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and  the  ori¬ 
ginal  is  to  be 
preserved 
with  the  pa¬ 
rish  books ; 

and  signed 
copies  of  the 
several  regis¬ 
ters  for  the 
respective 

i 

parishes  are 
to  be  deli¬ 
vered  yearly 
by  15  Feb. 
to  the  clerk 
of  the  com  • 
pany  of  pa¬ 
rish  clerks ; 
for  which  he 
is  to  give  a 
receipt ; 

and  is  to 
cause  the 
said  copies 
to  be  bound 
tip  in  alpha¬ 
betical  order; 


and  make 
out  from 
thence  one 
general  ab¬ 
stract  by 
25  March, 
yearly ; 


XI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  original  register  book  shall  remain  and  be  carefully 
preserved  and  kept  with  the  rest  of  the  parish  books  in  the 
hands  of  the  parish  officers  for  the  time  being. 

XII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  all  the  respective  parishes  within  the  bills  of  mortality 
by  the  hand  of  their  vestry  clerk,  or,  where  there  is  no  vestry 
clerk,  by  the  hands  of  the  churchwardens,  or  one  of  them,  shall, 
on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  February  in  every  year,  deliver 
fair  copies  of  their  respective  registers  of  children  under  the 
age  of  four  years,  signed  in  manner  hereby  directed,  into  the 
hands  of  the  clerk  of  the  master,  wardens,  and  court  of  assist¬ 
ants  of  the  company  of  parish  clerks,  or  such  person  as  the 
said  master,  wardens,  and  court  of  assistants  of  the  said 
company,  shall  appoint,  he  returning  a  receipt  for  the  same 
signed  by  himself. 

XIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  said  clerk,  or  other  person  appointed  by  the  said 
master,  wardens,  and  court  of  assistants  of  the  said  company, 
shall  receive  the  said  copies  of  registers,  and  cause  the  same 
to  he  bound  in  a  book,  collecting  and  ranging  together  the 
registers  of  the  ninety-seven  parishes  within  the  walls  of  the 
city  of  London ,  those  of  the  seventeen  parishes  without  the 
walls  of  the  city  of  London ,  those  of  the  twenty-three  parishes 
in  Middlesex  and  Surrey ,  and  those  of  the  ten  parishes  in  the 
city  and  liberty  of  Westminster ,  in  alphabetical  order ;  and  in 
this  order  he  shall,  on  or  before  the  twenty -fifth  day  of  March 
in  every  year,  make  out,  or  cause  to  be  made  out,  one  general 
abstract  of  the  same. 


and  deposit 
the  said  ab¬ 
stract,  bound 
up  with  the 
registers, 
with  the 
master  and 
wardens  of 
the  com¬ 
pany  ; 

and  he  is  to 
print  the 
said  abstract, 
and  deliver 
6  copies 
thereof,  for 
the  use  of 
each  parish, 
to  the  re- 


XIV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid* 
That  The  said  registers  of  the  respective  parishes,  together 
with  the  said  general  abstract,  being  bound  in  a  hook  toge¬ 
ther,  shall  remain  deposited  in  the  hands  and  custody  of  the 
said  master,  wardens,  and  court  of  assistants  of  the  said  com¬ 
pany  of  parish  clerks. 

XV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  said  clerk,  or  other  person  appointed  by  the  said 
master,  wardens,  and  court  of  assistants  of  the  said  company 
of  parish  clerks,  shall  print,  or  cause  to  be  printed,  the  said 
general  abstract,  and  deliver  six  copies  thereof  to  every  ves¬ 
try  clerk,  or  to  one  of  the  churchwardens,  of  all  the  respec- 

•  **  tire 
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tive  parishes  within  the  bills  of  mortality,  for  the  use  of  the 
parishioners  and  parish  officers. 

XVI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  expence  and  trouble  of 
receiving  the  said  copies  of  registers,  making  an  exact  abstract 
thereof,  binding  the  registers  and  abstracts  in  a  book  to  re¬ 
main  as  a  depositary  of  the  same,  printing  the  general  abstract, 
distributing  the  copies  thereof,  with  other  contingent  ex¬ 
pellees  relating  to  the  same,  each  parish  shall,  by  the  hands 
of  the  vestry  clerk  or  churchwarden,  pay  into  the  hands  of 
the  clerk  or  other  person  appointed  by  the  said  master* 
wardens,  and  court  of  assistants  of  the  said  company  of  parish 
clerks,  the  sum  of  fifteen  shillings  at  the  time  the  said  copies 
of  registers  are  delivered  t©  him,  he  passing  a  receipt  for  the 
same. 

XVII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore¬ 
said,  That  if  any  churchwarden,  overseer  of  the  poor,  vestry¬ 
man,  clerk  of  the  vestry,  master  of  the  workhouse,  master  or 
warden  of  such  company  of  parish  clerks,  or  any  clerk  of  such 
company,  or  any  other  person  or  persons,  shall  neglect  his 
duty  as  directed  in  and  by  this  act,  such  churchwarden,  over¬ 
seer  of  the  poor,  clerk  of  the  vestry,  or  master  of  the  work- 
house,  master  or  warden  of  such  company  of  parish  clerks, 
or  such  clerk  of  such  company,  person  or  persons,  shall,  for 
every  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  informer  the  sum  of  forty 
shillings  ;  to  be  recovered  before  any  one  of  His  Majesty’s  jus¬ 
tices  of  the  peace,  and  to  be  levied  by  distress  and  sale  of  the 
goods  and  chattels  of  the  offender,  by  virtue  of  a  warrant 
under  the  hand  and  seal  of  such  justice  before  whom  the  same 
shall  be  recovered,  directed  to  any  constable  or  other  peace 
officer. 


spective  ves¬ 
try  clerks  or 
church¬ 
wardens  ; 

for  all  which 
he  is  to  be 
paid  by  each 
such  vestry 
clerk,  01- 
churchwar¬ 
den,  on  deli¬ 
very  of  the 
said  copies, 
15s.  passing 
a  receipt  for 
the  same. 


Churchwar¬ 
dens  and 
others  ne¬ 
glecting 
their  duty 
in  the  pre¬ 
misses,  for¬ 
feit  to  the 
informer 
40s.  for 
every  of¬ 
fence  ; 


to  be  reco¬ 
vered  by  dis¬ 
tress  and 
sale,  by  war¬ 
rant  of  a 
justice. 


SCHEDULE 


ANNUAL  REGISTER 
of  the  PARISH  of 
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SCHEDULE 

of  the  PARISH  POOR,  (under  Four  Years  of 
(where  there  is  a  Workhouse)  according  to  the  Act 


A)* 

kge)  from  the 

,f  parliament  of  the  Second  of  His  Majesty  King  GEORGE  the  Third. 


Marne  or  the  Child. 
If  a  Foundling, 
mark  .  .  .  F 
If  a  bastard  .  .  B 
If  a  Casualty  .  c 
If  th--  same  Child  is 
taken  a  second 
Time,  mark  the 
second  Entry  of 
the  Name  .  2 

If  a  third  l  ime  y 

&C-  J 


Arc 
real  or 
reputed. 
Years  .  y 
Months  .  M 
Day*  ,  1) 


If  born 
in  the 

Workhouse, 

when. 


Y  M  D 


If  not  horn 
in  (he 
Workhouse, 
when 
admitted. 


Name  of  the 
Person  bv  whom 
sent 

If  by  an  Officer, 
mar  the  Name  O 
it'  by  the  Fa¬ 
ther  .  F, 

If  by  the  Mo¬ 
ther  .  .  M 


If  money  be 
rece;v«d 
with  any 
Child, 
what  sum. 

.  »  VU  ■  r 


When  died 
in  the 
Workhouse. 


When  discharged 
from  the 
Workhouse. 

If  nursed  by  the 
Mother,  mark  jg 


-  ■  ■  .  ..... - .  - . -  
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Day  of 


to  the 


of 


if  Removed  or  Passed 
to 

what  Place. 


When  delivered  from 
the  Workt?ou‘e  to 
the  Father,  Mother 
or  other  Person. 

If  to  the  Father, 
mark  .  .  .  F 

If  to  the  Mother  M 
If  to  any  other  Per¬ 
son,  mention  his  or 
her  Name. 


Nurse’s  Name  to 
whom  delivered  to 
be  nursed. 

ff  a  wet  Nurse, 
mark  .  .  •  W 

If  a  dry  Nurse  .  fi 
If  the  Nurse  dies,  or 
is  changed,  write 
the  Name  of  the 
Hew  Nurse  under 
the  former. 


Place 
where  the 
Nurse  lives. 


J4 

a j 

0 

? 

1 

O 

0 

Bounty 

b3 

to 

Nurses. 

a 

V  ‘ 

0 

a> 

y 

L 

If  died 
at  Nurse, 
when. 


If  taken  from 
Nurse,when.  If 
brought  to  the 
workhouse, 
ma  1  k  .  •  W 

[f  delivered  to 
the  Mo'.her. 
mark  .  .  M 

If  to  the  Fa- 
ther  .  •  F 

If  to  any  other 
P  rson,  mention 
his  or  her  Name. 


i 


VOL.  II. 


v. 


M 


SCHEDULE 
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schedule 

ANNUAL  REGISTER  of  the  PARISH  POOR  (under  Four  Years  0f 
of  the  PARISH  ot  (where  there  is  not  a  Workhouse)  according  to  the 


Name  of  the  Child. 

If  a  Foundling  maik  F 
If  a  Bastard  .  .  £ 

If  a  Casualty  .  .  C 

If  1  he  same  Chi  d  taken 
in  a  second  time, 
mark  the  second  Entry 
of  the  Name  .  .  a 

(f  a  third  time  ,  3 

&e. 


real  i.r 
reputed, 
rears  .  Y 
Months  .  M 
Days  .  .  D 


V  4 


When  received  under 
the  Care  of  'he  Parish. 

If  born  of  a  Mothei 
under  the  Cave  of 
the  Parish,  mark  tte 
Date. 


Name  of  the  Person  by 
whom  sent 

If  by  an  Officer  of  the 
Parish,  mark  the 
Name  .  .  .  O 

If  by  the  Falh“r  .  F 
If  by  the  Mother  ,  M 


Tf  Morey 
be  received 
with  any 
Child, 
what  Sum. 


Name  of  the  Person  br 
whom  the  child  js  1 
received  on  the  Parish 
account. 


[  i<>3  ] 

(B).  \ 

Age)  from  the  Day  of  to  the  of 

Act  of  Parliament  of  the  Second  of  His  Majesty  King  GEORGE'the  Third. 


If  removed  or  passed, 
to 

what  Place, 


Nurse’s  Name  to  whom 
delivered  to  be  nursed. 
If  a  wet  Nurse  .  .  W 

If  a  dry  Nurse  .  .  D 

If  the  Nurse  dies  >r 
changed,  write  the 
Name  of  the  new 
Nurse  under  the  for¬ 
mer. 

If  nursed  by  the  Mo. 
ther  .  .  .  .  M 


Place 
where  the 
Nurse  lives. 


Bounty 

to 

Nurses. 


If  died 
at  Nursej 
when. 


When  delivered  to  the 
Fa  her.,  Mother,  or 
other  Person 
If  to  the  Father, 
mark  .  ...  ¥ 

If  to  the  Mother  „  M 
If  to  any  other  Person, 
mention  his  or  her 
Name. 


O  2] 


[Anns 
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[5  Geo.  III.  Cap.  46.  Sects.  18,  19,  41.] 

An  Act  for  altering  the  Stamp  Duties  upon  Admissions 
into  Corporations  or  Companies ;  and  for  further 
securing  and  improving  the  Stamp  Duties  in  Great 
Britain. 


Clause  in 
act  9  Anns. 


Where  the 
freedom  of 
any  city  or 
company  is 
obtained  by 
servitude, 
the  cham¬ 
berlain,  or 
other  proper 
office;',  is  to 


XVIII.  “  A  ND  whereas  by  an  act  of  parliament  made  in 
J7\.  the  ninth  year  of  the  reign  of  Her  late 
Majesty  Queen  Anne ,  intituled,  An  act  for  the  laying  certain 
duties  upon  candles ;  and  certain  rates  upon  monies  to  be 
given  with  clerics  and  apprentices ,  towards  raising  Her  Ma¬ 
jesty's  supply  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ten ,  the  duty,  rate,  or  sum  of  six-pence,  for  every  twenty 
shillings  of  every  sum  of  fifty  pounds  or  under ;  and  the  duty, 
rate,  or  sum  of  one  shilling,  for  every  twenty  shillings  of  all 
and  every  sum  and  sums  amounting  to  more  than  fifty  pounds, 
which  should  be  given,  paid,  contracted,  or  agreed  for,  with, 
or  in  relation  to,  every  clerk,  apprentice,  or  servant,  which 
should  be,  within  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain ,  put  or  placed 
to  or  with  any  master  or  mistress,  to  learn  any  profession, 
trade,  or  employment,  and  proportionably  for  greater  or 
lesser  sums,  was  charged  and  imposed  on  the  said  masters 
or  mistresses  respectively ;  and  whereas  great  inconveniences 
arise  in  collecting  the  said  duties,  for  want  of  proper  entries 
being  made  and  kept  by  the  chamberlain  and  other  proper 
officers  of  cities  and  corporate  towns,  and  companies,  of  the 
names  of  the  master  or  mistress,  and  clerk,  apprentice,  or 
servant ;  the  place  of  abode  of  such  master  or  mistress  ;  the 
date  of  the  indenture,  covenant,  articles,  or  contract ;  the 
sum  of  money  given,  paid,  contracted,  or  agreed  for,  and 
the  profession,  trade,  or  employment,  which  such  clerk, 
apprentice,  or  servant,  is  to  learn  for  remedying  whereof, 
be  it  further  enacted  and  declared  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  from  and  after  the  said  fifth  day  of  July ,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  sixty-five,  every  chamberlain  and  other 
proper  officer  of  every  city  and  corporate  town,  and  company 
within  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain ,  where  any  clerk  or 
apprentice,  or  servant,  obtains  his  freedom  by  servitude,  shall 
fairly  write-and  enter  into  some  book  or  books  to  be  kept  for 

>  that 


Stamp  Duties  on  Apprenticed  Indentures . 
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that  purpose,  the  names  of  all  such  clerks,  apprentices,  and 
servants,  as  shall  be  put  or  placed  out  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  such  city  or  town  corporate,  and  also  the  names  and 
places  of  abode  of  the  masters  or  mistresses,  and  the  sums 
of  money  given,  paid,  contracted,  or  agreed  for,  with,  or  in 
relation  to,  such  clerks,  apprentices  or  servants,  and  the 
profession,  trade,  or  employment,  which  they  are  respec¬ 
tively  to  learn  ;  and  the  dates  of  the  indentures,  covenants, 
articles,  or  contracts,  by  which  such  clerks,  apprentices,  or 
servants,  are  respectively  put  and  placed  out ;  and  if  any 
chamberlain  or  other  proper  officer  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to 
make  any  such  entry,  in  manner  as  above  set  forth,  he  shall, 
for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds. 

XIX.  And  be  it  further  declared  and  enacted  by  the  au¬ 
thority  aforesaid,  That  all  printed  indentures, .  covenants, 
articles,  or  contracts,  for  binding  clerks  or  apprentices  in 
Great  Britain ,  after  the  said  fifth  day  of  July,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  sixty-five,  shall  have  the  following  notice 
or  memorandum  printed  under  the  same ;  videlicet, 

rT''HE  indenture ,  covenant,  article,  or  contract ,  must  bear 
date  the  day  it  is  executed ,  and  what  money  or  other  thing 
is  g  iven  or  contracted  for  with  the  clerk  or  apprentice ,  must  be 
inserted  in  words  at  length  ;  and  the  dujty  paid  to  the  stamp 
office,  if  in  London,  or  within  the  weekly  bills  of  mortality, 
within  one  month  after  the  execution ,  and  if  in  the  country,  and 
out  of  the  said  bills  of  mortality ,  within  two  months,  to  a  dis¬ 
tributor  of  the  stamps,  or  his  substitute  ;  otherwise  the  indenture 
will  be  void,  the  master  or  mistress  forfeit  ffty  pounds,  and 
another  penalty,  and  the  apprentice  be  disabled  to  follow  his 
trade  or  be  made  free . 

And  if  any  printer,  stationer,  or  other  person  or  persons, 
shall  sell,  or  cause  to  be  sold,  any  such  indenture,  covenant, 
article,  or  contract,  without  such  notice  or  memorandum 
being  printed  under  the  same  ;  then,  and  in  every  such  case, 
such  printer,  stationer,  or  other  person  or  persons,  shall,  for 
every  such  offence,  forfeit  the  sum  of  ten  pounds. 

XLI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  all  penalties  and  forfeitures  inflicted,  imposed,  or  to  in¬ 
cur,  by  this  act,  not  hereinbefore  otherwise  disposed  of,  shall 
go  and  be  paid,  the  one  moiety  thereof  to  His  Majesty,  his 
heirs  and  successors,  and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to  the 

[l  3]  person 


enter  the 
names  of 
all  persons 
put  out 
clerks,  ap¬ 
prentices,  or 
servants, 
with  the 
names  and 
abode  of  the 
masters,  the 
apprentice 
fees,  and 
dates  of  the 
indentures, 
&c.  on  for¬ 
feiture  of 
20I.; 

and  the 
following 
notice  to  be 
printed 
under  all 
printed  in¬ 
dentures, &c. 


The  notice, 


on  forfeiture 
of  iol. 

Distribution 
of  the  penal¬ 
ties  and 
forfeitures 
not  other- 
wisedisposed 
of ;  to  be 


[i  66] 

recovered 
with  full 
costs. 


Justices  im- 
powered  to 
oblige  ap¬ 
prentices  ab¬ 
senting  be¬ 
fore  the  ex¬ 
piration  of 
his  appren¬ 
ticeship,  to 
serve  for  . 
such  term 
as  he  shall 
absent, 


or  to  make 
satisfaction ; 


6  Geo.  III.  c.  25. 

person  or  persons  who  shall  inform  or  sue  for  the  same,  in  any 
court  of  record,  with  his  or  their  full  costs  of  suit,  by  action 
of  debt,  bill,  plaint,  or  information,  wherein  no  essoin,  pro¬ 
tection  or  wager  of  law,  or  any  more  than  one  imparlance 
shall  be  allowed. 

*• 

K  -r  .  ...j  :  y.-.Rl  ..  I-  '  ,,  r  _  •.  ;  >  *  • 
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An  Act  for  better  regulating  Apprentices ,  and  Persons 

working  under  Contract. 

“  TT7HEREAS  persons  employed  in  several  manufac- 
VV  tories  of  this  kingdom  frequently  take  apprentices 
who  are  very  young,  and,  for  several  years  of  their  ap¬ 
prenticeships,  are  rather  a  burthen  than  otherwise  to  their 
masters;  and  whereas  it  frequently  happens  that  such  ap¬ 
prentices,  when  they  might  be  expected  to  be  useful  to  their 
masters,  absent  themselves  from  their  service ;  and  whereas 
the  laws  in  being  are  not  sufficient  to  prevent  these  inconve¬ 
niences  for  remedy  whereof,  may  it  please  Your  Majesty 
that  it  may  be  enacted,  and  be  it  enacted  by  The  King’s 
most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this 
present  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  That  from  and  after  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June , 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-six,  if  any  appren¬ 
tice  shall  absent  himself  from  his  master’s  service,  before  the 
term  of  his  apprenticeship  shall  be  expired,  every  such  ap¬ 
prentice  shall,  at  any  time  or  times  thereafter,  whenever  he 
shall  be  found,  be  compelled  to  serve  his  said  master  for  so 
long  a  time  as  he  shall  have  so  absented  himself  from  such 
service,  unless  he  shall  make  satisfaction  to  his  master  for 
the  loss  he  shall  have  sustained  by  his  absence  from  his  ser¬ 
vice  ;  and  so,  from  time  to  time,  as  often  as  any  such  ap¬ 
prentice  shall,  without  leave  of  his  master,  absent  himself 
from  his  service  before  the  term  of  his  contract  shall  be  ful¬ 
filled  ;  and  in  case  any  such  apprentice  shall  refuse  to  serve 
as  hereby  required,  or  to  make  such  satisfaction,  to  his  mas¬ 
ter, 


Artificers ,  fyc.  not  fulfilling  tlieir  Contract. 
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ter,  such  master  may  complain,  upon  oath,  to  any  justice  of 
the  peace  of  the  county  or  place  where  he  shall  reside,  which 
oath  such  justice  is  hereby  impowered  to  administer,  and  to 
issue  a  warrant  under  his  hand  and  seal,  for  apprehending  any 
such  apprentice;  and  such  justice,  upon  hearing  the  corn* 
plaint,  may  determine  what  satisfaction  shall  be  made  to  such 
master  by  such  apprentice;  and  in  case  such  apprentice  shall 
not  give  security  to  make  such  satisfaction  according  to  such 
determination,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  justice  to 
commit  every  such  apprentice  to  the  house  of  correction,  for 
any  time  not  exceeding  three  months. 

II.  Provided  always,  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained 
shall  extend  to  any  apprentice,  whose  master  shall  have  re¬ 
ceived  with  such  apprentice  the  sum  of  ten  pounds. 

III.  Provided  also,  That  no  apprentice  shall  be  compelled 
to  serve  for  any  time  or  term,  or  to  make  any  satisfaction  to 
any  master,  after  the  expiration  of  seven  years  next  after  the 
end  of  the  term  for  which  such  apprentice  shall  have  con¬ 
tracted  to  serve  ;  any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

IV.  “  And  whereas  it  frequently  happens  that  artificers, 
calico  printers,  handicraftsmen,  miners,  colliers,  keelmen, 
pitmen,  glassmen,  potters,  labourers,  and  others,  who  con¬ 
tract  with  persons  for  certain  terms,  do  leave  their  respective 
services  before  the  terms  of  their  contracts  are  fulfilled,  to 
the  great  disappointment  and  loss  of  the  persons  with  whom 
they  so  contract for  remedy  whereof,  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  from  and  after  the  said 
twenty -fourth  day  of  June ,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
sixty-six,  if  any  artificer,  calico  printer,  handicraftsman, 
miner,  collier,  keelman,  pitman,  glassman,  potter,  labourer, 
or  other  person,  shall  contract  with  any  person  whomsoever 
for  any  time  or  times  whatsoever,  and  shall  absent  himself  from 
his  service  before  the  term  of  his  contract  shall  be  compleated, 
or  be  guilty  of  any  oth^r  misdemeanour  ;  that  then,  and  in 
every  case,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  justice  of  the 
peace  of  the  county  or  place  where  any  such  artificer,  calico 
printer,  handicraftsman,  miner,  collier,  keelman,  pitman, 
glassman,  potter,  labourer,  or  other  person,  shall  be  found  ; 
and  such  justice  is  hereby  authorised  and  impowered,  upon 
complaint  thereof  made  upon  oath  to  him  by  the  person  with 
wrhom  such  artificer,  calico  printer,  handicraftsman,  miner, 
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collier,  keelman,  pitman,  glassman,  potter,  labourer,  or  othar 
person,  shall  have  so  contracted,  or  by  his  or  her  steward  or 
agent,  which  oath  such  justice  is  hereby  impowered  to  ad¬ 
minister,  to  issue  his  warrant  for  the  apprehending  every 
such  artificer,  calico  printer,  handicraftsman,  miner,  collier, 
keelman,  pitman,  glassman,  potter,  labourer,  or  other  person, 

anu  upon  and  t0  examine  into  the  nature  of  the  complaint ;  and  if  it 
conviction  .  A  ' 

to  commit  shall  appear  to  such  justice  that  any  such  artmcer,  calico 

the  offender,  printer,  handicraftsman,  miner,  collier,  keelman,  pitman, 
glassman,  potter,  labourer,  or  other  person,  shall  not  have 
fulfilled  such  contract,  or  hath  been  guilty  of  any  misdemea¬ 
nor,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  justice  to  commit 
every  such  person  to  the  house  of  correction  for  the  county 
or  place  where  such  justices  shall  reside,  for  any  time  not 
exceeding  three  months,  nor  less  than  one  month. 

Persons  ag-  y#  provic|e(j  always,  That  if  any  person  shall  think  him- 
grieved  by  .  J  .  .  1 

the  order  of  self  aggrieved  by  such  determination,  order,  or  warrant,  of 
any  justice  of  the  peace  as  aforesaid,  except  an  order  of  com¬ 
mitment,  every  such  person  may  appeal  to  the  next  general 
quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  to  be  held  for  the  county  or 
place  where  such  determination  or  order  shall  be  made;  such 
giving  notice  person  giving  six  days  notice  of  his  intention  of  bringing 
such  appeal,  and  of  the  cause  and  matter  thereof,  to  such 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  the  parties  concerned,  and  entering 
into  a  recognizance  within  three  days  after  such  notice, 
before  some  justice  of  the  peace  for  such  county  or  place, 
with  sufficient  surety,  conditioned  to  try  such  appeal  at,  and 
abide  the  order  or  judgment  of,  and  pay  such  costs  as  shall 
be  awarded  by,  the  justices  at  such  quarter  sessions  ;  which 
said  justices,  at  their  said  sessions,  upon  due  proof  of  such 
notice  being  given,  and  of  entering  into  such  recognizance 
powered  to  as  aforesaid,  shall,  and  are  hereby  directed  to  proceed  in, 
thTa  ppeal  ^lear>  an(l  determine  the  causes  and  matters  of  all  such  appeals : 

and  award  and  shall  give  such  relief  and  costs  to  the  parties  appealing 

costs.  or  appealed  against,  as  they,  in  their  discretion,  shah  judge 

proper  and  reasonable ;  and  their  judgments  and  orders 
therein  shall  be  final  and  conclusive  to  all  parties  concerned. 
Limitation  VI.  Provided  also,  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall 
wUh  respect  extend  to  ^ie  stannaries  in  the.  counties  of  Devon  and  Corn - 
to  the  stan-  wall,  or  to  impeach  or  lessen  the  jurisdiction  of  the  chamber- 

city  ^ of  Loll  ^a*n  °*  London,  or  of  any  other  court  within  the 

don.  said  city,  touching  apprentices. 
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■  An  Act  to  obviate  Inconveniences  \ which  may  arise 
with  respect  to  the  Execution  of  several  Acts  of 
Parliament  in  such  Cities ,  Boroughs ,  Towns  Cor¬ 
porate ,  Franchises ,  and  Liberties ,  as  have  only  one 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the  Quorum  qualified  to 
act  within  the  same. 


(C 


WrHEREAS  authority  is  given  by  clivers  acts  of  par- 
lb 


liament  to  two  or  more  justices  of  the  peace, 
whereof  one  or  more  are  to  be  of  the  quorum  :  and  whereas 
many  inconveniences  have  arisen  in  such  cities,  boroughs, 
towns  corporate,  franchises,  and  liberties,  as  have  only  one 
justice  of  the  peace  of  the  quorum ,  qualified  to  act  within 
the  same  Be  it  enacted  by  the  King’s  most  excellent 
Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  lords 
spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  present  par¬ 
liament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That,  Two  or 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  present  act,  all  acts,  or- 
ders,  adjudications,  warrants,  indentures  of  apprenticeship,  not  ofthe 
or  other  instruments,  which  shall  be  made,  done,  or  ex-  Tlorum> 

t  impenvered 

ecuted,  by  virtue  of  any  act  or  acts  ol  parliament  made  or  t0  carry  cer. 
to  be  made,  by  two  or  more  justices  of  the  peace  qualified  .tain  acts 
to  act  within  such  cities,  boroughs,  towns  corporate,  fran-  |j^°  execu' 
chises,  and  liberties,  though  neither  of  the  said  justices  are 
of  the  quorum ,  shall  be  valid  and  effectual  in  law,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  as  if  one  of  the  said  justices  had  been 
of  the  quorum:  any  law,  statute,  or  usage,  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 


[7  Geo.  III.  Cap.  39.] 


An  Act  for  the  better  Regulation  of  the  Parish  Poor 
Children ,  of  the  several  Parishes  therein  mentioned , 
within  the  Bills  of  Mortality. 


“  HERE  AS  it  would  greatly  tend  to  the  preservation 
*  *  of  the  lives  of  the  infant  parish  poor  of  the  seve¬ 
ral  parishes  hereafter  mentioned,  and  be  of  publick  utility, 

if 


Children 
born  in,  or 
received  into 
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are  to  he 
nursed  and 
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of,  as  fol¬ 
lows;  viz. 
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those  under 
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if  the  officers  of  such  parishes  were  compelled  by  law  to  send 
such  infant  poor  into  the  country,  to  be  nursed  for  a  cer¬ 
tain  time ;  and  proper  persons  appointed  guardians  in  each 
parish,  to  inspect  into  the  management  and  usage  of  such 
infants ;  and  whereas  the  keeping  registers  of  such  infant 
poor,  until  they  shall  respectively  arrive  at  the  age  of  four¬ 
teen  years,  be  placed  out  apprentice,  or  otherwise  disposed 
of,  would  be  a  further  means  of  preserving  the  lives  of  such 
infants  May  it  therefore  please  Your  Majesty  that  it  may 
be  enacted,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  King’s  most  excellent 
Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  lords 
spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  parliament 
assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  all  and 
every  child  and  children  who  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
t Tidy,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  was  or 
were  born  in,  or  received  into  any  workhouse  or  parish -house, 
or  which  shall  thereafter  be  born  in  any  workhouse  or  parish- 
house,  or  received  by  any  select  vestries,  governors,  di¬ 
rectors,  or  managers,  appointed  for  the  management  of 
parochial  affairs,  or  by  any  churchwardens,  overseers  of  the 
poor,  or  other  officer  or  officers  authorized  by  the  several 
parishes  following,  or  any  of  them  respectively;  that  is  to 
say,  the  seventeen  parishes  without  the  walls  of  London ; 
the  twenty-three  parishes  in  Middlesex  and  Surrey ,  being 
within  the  bills  of  mortality,  and  the  liberty  of  the  tower 
of,  London  ;  and  the  ten  parishes  within  the  city  and  liberty 
of  Westminster ;  shall  be  nursed  and  taken  care  of  in  man¬ 
ner  as  hereafter  mentioned. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  all  such  children,  under  the  age  of  six  years,  who 
upon  the  said  first  day  of  July ,  shall  be  under  the  care  of 
vestries,  governors,  directors,  or  managers  of  the  poor,  or 
parish  officers,  shall,  within  fourteen  days  after  the  said 
time,  be  sent  into  the  country,  to  a  distance  not  less  than 
three  miles  from  any  part  of  the  cities  of  London  and 
Westminster ;  there  to  be  nursed  and  maintained  at  the 
charge  of  their  respective  parishes. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  all  children  who  shall,  from  and  after  the  said  first 
day  of  July ,  be  born  in,  or  shall  be  received  into  workhouses 
or  parish-houses,  belonging  to  the  said  parishes,  not  being 
suckled  by  the  mother,  under  the  age  of  two  years,  shall, 
within  fourteen  days  after  their  birth  or  reception,  be  sent 

into 


Poor  Children. 

into  the  country,  to  a  distance  not  less  than  five  miles  from 
any  part  of  the  said  cities  of  London  or  Westminster ;  and  all 
children  received  into  such  workhouses  or  parish-houses 
above  the  age  of  two  years,  and  under  the  age  of  six  years, 
shall,  within  fourteen  days  after  their  reception,  be  sent 
into  the  country,  to  a  distance  not  less  than  three  miles  from 
any  part  of  the  said  cities  of  London  or  Westminster ,  there 
to  be  nursed  and  maintained  in  manner  hereinafter  directed. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  for  the  nursing  and  maintenance  of  each  child  so  put 
out  as  aforesaid,  the  respective  sums  following  shall  be  paid ; 
that  is  to  say,  for  the  first  six  years  of  their  age,  a  sum 
not  less  than  two  shillings  and  sixpence  ;  and  from  that  time 
until  such  child  shall  be  put  out  apprentice,  or  return  to  the 
workhouse,  a  sum  not  less  than  two  shillings  per  week  ;  and 
shall  also,  over  and  above  the  said  charge  of  nursing  and  main¬ 
taining  each  child,  pay  to  every  nurse  who  shall  have  received 
any  child  of  or  under  the  age  of  nine  months  ( the  said  child 
being  alive,  and  having  been  treated  properly,  and  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  guardians  hereafter  mentioned,  or  the 
major  part  of  them,  assembled  at  any  meeting  appointed 
by  this  act)  after  having  been  under  her  care  twelve  months, 
a  sum  not  less  than  ten  shillings,  as  a  reward  for  her  pains 
and  care  taken  in  the  nursing  of  such  child :  and  the  go¬ 
vernors,  directors,  managers,  or  overseers  of  the  poor,  of 
the  respective  parishes  from  whence  such  children  shall  be 
so  sent  to  nurse,  shall  find  good,  proper,  and  sufficient 
cloathing  for  each  and  every  of  them  respectively ;  and 
shall  defray  the  expences  of  conveyance,  medicines,  burials, 
and  all  other  necessary  expences  incurred  on  account  of 
the  said  children  ;  and  shall  keep,  in  a  book  or  books  to  be 
provided  for  that  purpose,  separate,  regular,  and  exact  ac¬ 
counts  of  all  expences  incurred  in  relation  thereto. 

V.  And,  in  order  the  more  effectually  to  guard  against  all 
dangerous  consequences  which  may  arise  to  the  said  chil¬ 
dren  from  false  parsimony,  negligence,  inadvertency,  or  the 
annual  change  of  parish  officers,  be  it  further  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  five  noblemen  or  gentlemen,  in¬ 
habitants  of  each  parish,  shall,  within  fourteen  days  after 
the  said  first  day  of  July ,  be  appointed  and  chosen,  under 
the  title  or  denomination  of  Guardians  of  the  parish  poor 
children  ;  two  or  more  of  which  said  guardians  shall  be  cho¬ 
sen  out  of  the  select  vestry,  or  out  of  the  governors,  direc¬ 
tors, 
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shall  refuse 
to  act,  or 
shall  resign, 
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ther  choice 
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tors,  or  managers  of  the  poor  of  each  parish ;  and,  where 
there  is  no  select  vestry,  governors,  directors,  or  managers, 
then  the  said  five  guardians  to  be  chosen  and  appointed 
out  of  the  noblemen  and  gentlemen  inhabitants  of  each 
parish  ;  and  the  election  to  be  made  upon  Tuesday ,  or  some 
other  day  in  Easier  week,  by  the  inhabitants  having  right 
to  assemble  in  vestry  ;  and  in  case  there  shall  be  no  noble¬ 
men  or  gentlemen,  or  not  be  a  sufficient  number  of  such 
noblemen  or  gentlemen  wrho  will  accept  of  the  office  of 
guardians ;  then  the  said  guardians,  or  so  many  as  shall  be 
wanting  to  make  up  the  number  of  five,  shall  be  chosen  out 
of  the  principal  and  most  respectable  inhabitants :  and  if 
any  of  the  parties  so  chosen  shall  refuse  to  act,  or  shall 
afterwards  resign  their  guardianship,  or  shall  die,  that  then, 
and  in  either  of  the  said  cases,  a  further  choice  shall  be  made 
in  the  same  manner  as  before-mentioned,  within  fourteen 


days  after  such  refusal,  resignation,  or  death,  of  so  many  as 
shall  be  necessary  to  complete  the  number. 

First  guardi-  VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
tinue  in  of-  That  such  noblemen,  gentlemen,  or  principal  inhabitants, 
fice  till  the  who  shall,  in  consequence  of  this  act,  be  first  chosen  and 
jear  1770,  app0inte(j  guardians  of  the  parish  poor  children,  shall  con¬ 
tinue  and  remain  in  their  respective  offices  till  the  day  in 
Easter  week,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy,  of  the  inhabitants  meeting  for  the  choice  of  guar- 
future  guar-  dians  as  aforesaid ;  and  that  the  guardians  then  chosen,  or 
main  three"  at  any  t‘me  thereafter  to  be  chosen,  shall  remain  in  their 
years  in  respective  offices  for  the  term  of  three  years  then  next  en- 
office*  suing :  and  that  all  appointments  of  guardians  in  future  shall 
be  once  in  three  years  only,  except  in  cases  of  death,  resig¬ 
nation,  or  refusal  as  aforesaid. 


Churchwar-  VII.  Provided  always,  That  no  churchwarden,  or  over¬ 
dens  and  seer  of  the  poor,  shall  be  elected  into  the  said  office  of  a 


overseers 


disqualified  guardian, 
from  being  elected  guardians. 


Power  and 
duty  of 
guardians. 


VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore¬ 
said,  That  the  said  guardians,  or  any  one  of  them,  shall  have 
free  admittance  to  visit  and  see  the  said  parish  poor  chil¬ 
dren,  and  inform  themselves  fully  concerning  their  state 
and  condition ;  and  the  said  guardians  shall  also  have  full 
liberty  to  examine,  and  have  free  access  to,  all  registers, 
books,  and  accounts  relating  to  the  said  children:  and  in 
case  of  any  neglect  or  improper  conduct,  whereby  the  life 


or 


Power  and  Duty  of  Guardians. 
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or  health  of  a  child  may  appear  to  the  said  guardians,  or  to 
any  one  of  them,  to  be  in  danger,  to  report  the  same  to 
the  select  vestry,  governors,  directors,  or  managers,  or  to 
the  churchwardens  or  overseers  of  the  poor  :  and  if  the  said  j^ils  com- 
vestry,  governors,  directors,  or  managers,  churchwardens,  them 

or  overseers,  or  some  or  one  of  them,  do  not  take  the  to  *>e 

most  efficacious  measures  to  remedy  the  evil  complained 
of;  that  then  it  shall  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  guar¬ 
dians,  or  any  one  of  them,  to  inform  one  or  more  of  His  Ma¬ 
jesty’s  justices  of  the  peace,  and  give  evidence  of  the 
facts ;  and  the  said  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace  is  and 
are  hereby  impowered  to  give  such  orders  and  directions 
therein,  as  he  or  they  shall  think  most  proper. 

IX.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  guardians  A  meeting 

shall  be  summoned  by  the  vestry  clerk,  at  least  once  in  six  ^ianseroUbe" 

weeks,  to  meet  at  the  vestry  room,  or  where  there  is  no  summoned 

vestry  room,  in  other  convenient  place;  and  two  of  the  said 

guardians  shall  make  a  quorum,  either  of  them  having  the  two  melee  a 

liberty  of  calline;  in  one  of  the  churchwardens  or  overseers;  ^u0iuni*. 

jo  ...  Power  given 

and  when  only  one  of  the  said  guardians  is  present,  he  shall  them  singly, 
have  the  liberty  of  calling  in  two  of  the  churchwardens  or  or  jointly, 
overseers,  who  shall  attend  him  accordingly  ;  and  when  any  the  church- 
number  of  the  said  five  guardians  shall  meet,  they  shall  have  wardens  or 
the  liberty  of  calling  in  two  of  the  churchwardens  or  over-  °v  ls’ 
seers,  as  the  majority  of  them  shall  think  proper. 

X.  And  whereas  in  many  parishes  the  said  select  vestries, 

governors,  directors,  or  managers,  churchwardens,  or  over¬ 
seers  of  the  poor,  may  find  it  inconvenient  and  difficult,  through 
want  of  regular  correspondence  with  proper  persons  in  the 
country,  to  supply  them  with  nurses,  and  also  to  take  the 
charge  of  inspecting  nurseries,  in  such  a  manner  as  shall 
prove  effectual  to  the  preservation  of  the  lives  of  the  said 
children ;  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Liberty 
That  the  said  select  vestries,  governors,  directors,  or  ma-  sending  pa- 
nagers,  churchwardens,  or  overseers  of  the  poor,  shall  be  at  rish  poor 
liberty  to  send  their  said  parish  poor  children,  or  any  of  years 

them,  being  under  the  age  of  six  years  as  aforesaid,  to  the  of  age,  to 
hospital  for  the  maintenance  and  education  of  exposed  and  ® 
deserted  young  children  ;  and  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to 

and  for  the  governors  and  guardians  of  the  said  hospital, 
for  the  time  being,  to  receive  such  children :  and  the  said  uPon  ?uch 
select  vestries,  governors,  directors,  managers,  churchward-  sha]i  be 
ens,  or  overseers  of  the  poor,  are  hereby  empowered  to  agreed  on : 
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The  charge 
to  be  de¬ 
frayed  out 
of  the  poor’s 
rates : 


and  if  not 
duly  paid, 


any  justice 
may  sum¬ 
mon  the 
overseers, 

\ 

and  order 
immediate 
payment, 
with  the 
charges  in¬ 
curred  ; 

and  on  re¬ 
fusal  may 
levy  the 
same  by 
distress  and 
sale. 


The  death, 
discharge,  or 
apprentice¬ 
ship,  of  any 
child,  to  be 
certified  to 
the  vestry 
clerk  of  the 
parish. 

Hospital  ac¬ 
count  to  be 
kept  with 
each  parish 
distinct. 
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agree  with  the  said  governors  and  guardians  for  that  purpose, 
upon  such  terras,  and  in  such  manner,  as  shall  be  adequate 
to  the  support  and  maintenance  of  each  child. 

XI.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
the  terms  so  agreed  upon,  and  the  sums  agreed  to  be  paid 
for  the  admission,  maintenance,  and  education  of  such  parish 
poor  children  as  shall  be  sent  to  the  said  hospital,  shall  be 
paid,  by  the  overseer  or  overseers  of  the  poor  for  the  time 
being,  out  of  the  poor’s  rate  of  each  parish  respectively : 
and  in  case  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  agreed  between  the 
said  select  vestries,  governors,  directors,*  or  managers, 
churchwardens,  or  overseers,  and  the  governors  and  guar¬ 
dians  of  the  said  hospital,  or  any  five  of  them  in  committee, 
shall  not  be  paid  by  such  overseer  or  overseers,  to  the  person 
or  persons  who  shall  be  authorized  by  the  said  governors  and 
guardians  to  receive  the  same,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
to  and  for  any  one  or  more  of  His  Majesty’s  justices  of  the 
peace  for  the  counties  of  Middlesex  or  Surrey ,  the  city  and 
liberty  of  Westminster ,  or  liberties  of  the  Tower  Hamlets, 
respectively,  to  summon  the  overseer  or  overseers  who  shall 
refuse  or  neglect  to  make  such  payment,  and  to  order  imme¬ 
diate  payment  to  be  made  of  so  much  as  shall  appear  to  such 
justice  or  justices  to  be  due,  together  with  such  costs  and 
charges  as  may  have  been  incurred  by  the  said  governors 
and  guardians  in  consequence  of  such  refusal  or  neglect : 
and  if  the  overseer  or  overseers  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to 
obey  the  order  of  such  justice  or  justices,  the  sum  directed 
to  be  paid  thereby  shall  be  recovered  by  distress  and  sale  of 
the  goods  and  chattels  of  such  overseer  or  overseers,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  costs  attending  such  distress  and  sale,  render¬ 
ing  the  overplus  (if  any)  to  the  owner. 

XII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  at  the  time  of  the  death,  discharge,  or  apprenticeship 
of  any  such  parish  poor  child,  a  certificate  thereof  shall  be 
sent,  by  the  secretary  of  the  said  governors  and  guardians, 
to  the  vestrjr  clerk,  or  overseers  of  the  poor,  of  such  parish 
to  which  the  said  child  did  belong. 

XIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore¬ 
said,  That  the  hospital  account  shall  be  kept  with  each 
parish  distinct,  in  a  proper  book  or  books,  with  marginal 
column^,  according  to  the  schedule  annexed,  marked  (A); 
and  that  such  book  or  books,  or  true  copies  thereof,  shall 
be  signed  by  the  secretary  of  the  hospital. 
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XIV.  And  whereas  it  often  disturbs  the  peace  of  domestic 
life,  checks  marriage,  and  discourages  industry,  to  place 
out  boys  to  the  age  of  twenty-four  years ;  therefore,  in 
order  to  remedy  the  same,  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  place  or  bind 
out  boys  as  well  as  girls  apprentices,  by  the  respective  parish 
officers  for  the  time  being,  and  also  by  the  governors  and 
guardians  of  the  hospital  for  the  maintenance  and  education 
of  exposed  and  deserted  young  children,  for  the  term  of 
seven  years,  or  till  they  shall  attain  their  respective  ages  of 
twenty-one  years,  and  no  longer. 

XV.  And  whereas  the  sums  of  twenty  shillings  to  forty 
shillings  now  usually  given  with  a  child  placed  out  by  the 
parishes,  are  by  no  means  adequate  to  the  procuring  such 
masters  and  mistresses  as  are  in  general  fit  and  proper :  and 
whereas  there  is  a  general  neglect  in  the  moral  and  religious 
instruction  of  apprentices,  and  some  pecuniary  encourage¬ 
ment  may  excite  masters  and  mistresses  to  discharge  their 
duty,  in  this  respect,  towards  young  persons  who  are  thus 
intrusted  to  their  care ;  Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  from  and  after  the  said  first  day  of 
July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty  seven,  no  such 
parish  child  shall  be  bound  out  an  apprentice  with  a  sum  less 
than  four  pounds  two  shillings  as  an  apprentice  fee ;  forty 
shillings  whereof  to  be  paid  to  the  master  or  mistress  within 
seven  weeks  after  executing  the  indentures,  and  the  remain¬ 
ing  forty-two  shillings  to  be  paid  after  such  apprentice  shall 
have  served  three  years  of  his  or  her  apprenticeship. 

XVI.  “  And  whereas  the  act  of  the  second  of  His  present 
Majesty,  intituled,  An  act  for  the  keeping  regular ,  uniform , 
and  annual  registers ,  of  all  parish  poor  infants  under  a  certain 
age  ‘within  the  bills  of  mortality,  requires  no  account  of  the 
children  after  the  age  of  four  years;’'  Be  it  therefore  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  respective 
vestries,  governors,  directors,  managers,  overseers  of  the 
poor,  or  other  officer  or  officers,  of  the  several  and  respective 
parishes  hereinbefore  mentioned,  or  some  or  one  of  them, 
shall,  and  they  are  hereby  directed  and  required,  on  or 
before  the  said  first  day  of  July ,  to  provide,  or  cause  to  be 
provided,  at  the  expence  of  their  respective  parishes  wherein 
there  is  or  shall  be  a  workhouse,  hospital,  or  other  house  or 
place  provided  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor,  a  book  of 
royal  paper,  which  shall  be  ruled  with  distinct  columns,  and 

the 
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the  title  of  each  column  shall  be  wrote  or  printed  in  such 
page  agreeable  to  the  schedule  hereunto  annexed,  marked 
(B) :  and  the  book  belonging  to  each  respective  parish, 
wherein  there  is  not  nor  shall  be  any  such  workhouse,  hos¬ 
pital-house,  or  place,  shall  in  every  page  be  ruled  with  dis¬ 
tinct  columns,  and  the  title  of  each  column  shall  be  wrote 
or  printed  in  such  page  agreeable  to  the  schedule  hereunto 
annexed,  marked  (C)  ;  anjr  thing  in  the  said  act  of  the 
second  year  of  His  present  Majesty’s  reign,  or  any  other  act 
or  acts  of  parliament,  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wise 
notwithstanding. 

XVII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore¬ 
said,  That  there  shall  be  mentioned,  at  the  foot  of  each 
register,  the  gross  number  of  the  children,  remaining  in  the 
hands  of  mothers  who  have  been  relieved  by  the  respective 
parishes  during  the  course  of  the  year,  not  entered  in  the 
register ;  and  the  number  of  such  who  are  known  to  be  re¬ 
maining  alive. 

XVIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore¬ 
said,  That  the  abstract  of  the  register  of  the  said  infant 
poor  shall  be  according  to  the  schedule  hereunto  annexed, 
marked  (D). 

XIX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  names  of  all  the  parish  poor  children  who  shall  be 
alive,  under  the  care  of  any  governors,  directors,  managers, 
churchwardens,  or  overseers  of  the  poor,  on  the  first  day  of 
July  next  ensuing,  shall  be  entered  in  the  said  registers,  and 
shall  be  continued  on,  and  transferred  from  year  to  year, 
in  the  said  register,  till  their  death,  or  discharge  to  parents, 
or  friends,  or  till  they  are  respectively  placed  out  apprentice ; 
and  that  the  day  of  placing  them  out,  and  the  time  of  their 
servitude,  shall  be  entered  in  the  said  registers  as  above- 
mentioned. 

XX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  a  full  list  of  all  apprentices  placed  out  by  the  respective 
parishes  shall  be  made  out  by  the  vestry  clerks,  or  other 
proper  officer,  and  delivered,  in  the  month  of  February  in 
every  year,  to  the  company  of  parish  clerks;  the  same  to 
be  written  on  royal  paper,  according  to  the  schedule  an¬ 
nexed,  marked  (E),  to  be  bound  up  and  deposited  by  the 
company  cf  parish  clerks ;  and  the  said  company  shall  make 
out  an  abstract  thereof,  distinguishing  the  number  placed 
out  from  each  parish,  and  how  many  of  them  were  born  in 
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flie  workhouse  or  parish-house ;  and  shall  cause  the  same  to 
be  printed ;  and  shall  send  six  fair  copies  of  the  said  abstract 
to  each  parish  respectively. 

XXI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Re?,st6rs 

mi  •  J  •  •  n  arid  lists  to 

That  the  first  annual  register  of  the  said  infant  poor,  and  also 


commence 


the  first  annual  lists  of  apprentices,  hereby  intended  and  di-  and  e”d  ^ 
rected  to  be  kept,  shall  commence  on  the  said  first  day  of  1 
Jidy,  and  shall  end  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  December  en- 


a  certain 
time. 


suing  ; 


and,  after  that  time,  the  said  annual  register  and 


lists  shall  commence  the  first  day  of  January ,  and  end  the 
thirty-first  day  of  December  following. 

XXII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore-  General  ex- 
said,  That  all  expences  incident  to  and  attending  the  nursing,  otherwise 
maintenance,  education,  placing  out  apprentice,  or  other-  provided  for, 
wise  relating  to  the  matters  herein  contained,  the  manner  ou^o/the 
whereof  is  not  herein  particularly  ordered  and  directed,  poor’s  rates, 
shall  be  paid  out  of  the  monies  arising  from  the  poor’s  rates 
of  the  respective  parishes  wherein  such  expences  shall  be 
incurred. 

XXIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore-  Penalty  on 
said,  That  if  any  churchwarden,  overseer  of  the  poor,  ves- 
tryman,  clerk  of  the  vestry,  master  of  the  workhouse,  master  others  ne- 
or  warden  of  such  company  of  parish  clerks,  or  any  clerk 
of  such  company,  or  any  other  person  or  persons,  shall 
neglect  his  duty  as  directed  in  and  by  this  act ;  such  church¬ 
warden,  overseer  of  the  poor,  clerk  of  the  vestry,  or  master 
of  the  workhouse,  master  or  warden  of  such  company  of 
parish  clerks,  or  such  clerk  of  such  company,  person  or  per¬ 
sons,  shall,  for  every  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  informer 
the  sum  of  five  pounds ;  to  be  recovered  before  any  two  or 
more  of  His  Majesty’s  justices  of  the  peace,  and  to  be  levied 
by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  offender, 
by  virtue  of  a  warrant  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  the 
justices  before  whom  the  same  shall  be  recovered,  directed 
to  any  constable  or  other  peace  officer ;  and  if  there  shall  be 
any  overplus  of  the  said  forfeiture,  the  same  shall  be  re¬ 
turned  to  the  owner,  after  the  charges  of  such  distress  and 
sale  shall  be  deducted. 

XXIV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore-  Public  act. 
said,  That  this  act  shall  be  deemed,  adjudged,  and  taken  to 
be  a  publick  act ;  and  be  judicially  taken  notice  of  as  such, 
by  all  judges,  justices,  and  other  persons  whatsoever,  without 
specially  pleading  the  same. 
yol.  ir.  [m] 
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ANNUAL  REGISTER  of  the  Parish  Poor  Children,  until  apprenticed  out 
Day  of  December ,  of  the  Parish  of 

Parliament  of  the  Second  and  Seventh  of  His  Majesty  King  George  the  Third. 


1 

•1 

Name  of  the  Child, 
f  a  Foundling,  mark  F 
f  a  Bastard  .  B 

f  a  Casualty  .  C 

f  the  same  Child  is 
taken  in  a  seconnTime 
mark  the  second  Entry 
of  the  Name  .  a 

f  a  third  Time  3 

SfC. 

Age 
real  or 
reputed. 
Fears  .  V 

vionths  M 

Days  .  D 

When  received  under 
the£areof  the  Parish. 

If  born  .  .  .  B 

If  Money 
te  received 
with  any 
Child, 
whac  sum, 
such  Sum  not 
to  be 

transferred 
from  Year'  to 
Year. 

'lame  and  Place  of  Abode 
of  the  Terscn  by  whom 
the  child  is  received  on 
the  Parish  Aceount,till 
sent  into  the  Country, 

Where  sent,  if  received 
pasts’X  Yrais  of  Age, 
and  in  what  work  em- 
ployed. 

f  can  read  .  .  F. 

f  can  say  his  or  her 

Prayers  .  .  P. 

If  both  .  .  R.P. 

, 

Y. 

M. 

D. 

4 

s. 

d. 

1  % 

1 

0 — - — - - 

* 
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(C). 


from  the  Day  of  t0  ^ie  3IS* 

(where  there  is  not  a  Workhouse  or  Parish  House)  according  to  the  Acts  of 


When  sent  to  the 
Hospital  for  Exposed 
and  Deserted  young 
Children 
If  removed  or  passed,  to 
what  Place. 

If  discharged  from  the 
Pa'ish,  to  whom  deli- 
versd,and  where  living. 


Nurse’s  Name  to  whom 
delivered  to  be  nursed. 
If  a  wet  Nurse,  mark  W 
If  a  dry  Nurse  .  D 
If  the  Nurse  dies,  or 
is  changed,  write  the 
Name  of  the  new 
Nurse  under  the  for. 
mer. 

If  nursed  hy  the  Mo 
thcr,  mark  M 


place  where  the 
Nuse  lives,  in 
whatStrcet  or  near 
what  Sign,  so  as  to 
be  found. 


Reward  to 
Nunes  for 
their  Care. 


L. 


If  died 
at  Nurse, 
when. 


If  discharg'd  fr  m  the 
Parish,  mention  to 
whom,  and  where 
living 

If  ap"rentiCS|d  out,  or 
pla  «<t  out  to  Sfrv'ce, 
meat- on  Eo  io  iti  the 
apprentice  Register 
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SCHEDULE 

AN  ABSTRACT  of  the  Annual  Registers  of  Parish  Poor  of 


The 
|Namrs  of 
Parishes 
and 
where 
Isituated. 


Number 
trans¬ 
ferred 
front  the 
p  recedin 
Year. 


N.  B. 
Where 
|there  is  a 
Work¬ 
house 
it  is* 


Born  in 
the 

Work- 
house  or 
Parish- 
house. 


Received 
into  the 
Work¬ 
house  or 
Parish- 
house. 


Total 
born  and 
received. 


Of  whom  were  under 
these  Ages. 


Of  whom 
were 


Number 

with 

whom 

Money 

was 

received. 


Money. 


Sum 

received 

with 

Children. 


Reward  s 
paid  to 
Nurses 
as  an 

Encourage¬ 
ment  to  take 
all  possible 
Care  of  the 
Children. 


.  d.  L 


d. 


M  J 
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(D.) 


the  Bills  of  Mortality,  from  the  Birth  until  apprenticed  out. 
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Of  whom  died  under 
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Mothers  and  Nurses. 
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[9  Geo.  III.  Cap.  37.  Sect.  7.] 

An  Act  for  preventing  Parish  Poor  being  paid  in  base  or 

counterfeit  Coin . 

VII.  A  ND  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  if  any  churchwar- 
den  or  overseer  of  any  parish,  township,  or  place, 
or  other  person  authorized  or  intrusted  by  them,  or  any  of 
them,  to  make  payments  to  or  for  the  use  of  the  poor  within 
such  parish,  township,  or  place,  respectively,  shall  wilfully 
and  knowingly,  at  any  time  from  and  after  the  twenty-fourth 
day  of  June  next,  make  any  such  payments,  in  any  base  or 
counterfeit  money,  or  in  any  other  than  lawful  money  of 
Great  Britain ;  that  then,  upon  complaint  thereof  made  to 
any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  riding,  division,  or 
place,  wherein  such  payment  shall  be  so  made  as  aforesaid, 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  such  justice,  and  he  is 
hereby  required,  to  summon  the  churchwarden,  overseer,  or 
other  person  charged  with  such  offence,  and  in  a  summary 
way,  upon  his  or  their  non-appearance  or  confession,  or  upon 
proof  of  such  offence  upon  oath  of  one  or  more  credible 
witness  or  witnesses  (which  oath  the  said  justice  is  hereby 
authorized  to  administer)  to  adjudge  the  party  so  offending 
to  forfeit  and  pay  for  each  offence  a  sum  not  less  than  ten 
shillings,  nor  more  than  twenty  shillings ;  and  to  levy  the 
same  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  such 
offender  ;  rendering  the  overplus,  if  any,  to  the  owner,  after 
the  charges  of  such  distress  and  sale  shall  be  deducted;  which 
-sum  shall  be  applied  for  the  use  of  any  poor  person  or  per¬ 
sons  of  such  parish,  township,  or  place  respectively,  in  such 
manner  as  the  justice  of  peace,  who  shall  adjudge  such  for¬ 
feiture,  shall  direct  or  appoint. 
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After  Nov. 
i, 1773, no 
hospital  to 
be  esta¬ 
blished  for 
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tion  of  preg¬ 
nant  women, 
unless  a 
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obtained ; 


which  li¬ 
cence  the 
justices,  at 
their  quar¬ 
ter  sessions, 
are  impow- 
ered  to 
grant. 


[13  Geo.  III.  Cap.  82.] 

An  Act  for  the  better  Regulation  of  Lying-in  Hospitals 9 
and  other  Places ,  appropriated  for  the  charitable  Re¬ 
ception  of  pregnant  Women  ;  and  also  to  provide  for  the 
Settlement  of  Bastard  Children ,  born  in  such  Hospitals 
and  Places . 

“  TI 7  HERE  AS,  through  the  humane  and  benevolent  as- 
▼  V  sistance  of  well-disposed  persons,  many  hospitals  and 
places  have  been  established  for  the  charitable  reception  of 
pregnant  women,  which  have  afforded  great  relief  in  times  of 
the  utmost  distress,  and  therefore  merit  every  due  support 
and  encouragement ;  but  some  inconveniencies  having  been 
found  to  arise  from  the  number  of  bastard  children  born  in 
such  hospitals  and  places  which  have  become  heavy  burdens, 
and  have  occasioned  unreasonable  charges  upon  those  parishes 
wherein  such  hospitals  and  places  have  been  instituted,  to  their 
great  and  unjust  oppression  and  whereas  it  would  tend,  as 
well  to  promote  the  interest  of  such  hospitals  and  places,  as  to 
give  a  seasonable  relief  to  such  parishes,  if  a  law  was  made 
to  regulate  the  settlement  of  such  bastard  children,  May  it 
please  Your  Majesty  that  it  may  be  enacted,  and  be  it  enacted 
by  the  King’s  most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  ad¬ 
vice  and  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  com¬ 
mons,  in  this  present  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  No¬ 
vember,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-three,  no 
hospital  or  place  shall  be  established,  used,  or  appropriated, 
or  continue  to  be  used  or  appropriated,  for  the  public  recep¬ 
tion  of  pregnant  women,  under  public  or  private  support, 
regulation,  and  management,  in  any  parish  within  that  part  of 
Great  Britain  called  England ,  unless  a  licence  shall  be  first 
had  and  obtained,  in  manner  hereafter  mentioned,  from  the 
justices  of  the  peace,  at  some  one  of  their  general  quarter 
sessions  to  be  held  for  the  county,  riding,  division,  city,  or 
corporation,  wherein  such  hospital  or  place  shall  be  situated ; 
and  such  justices  are  hereby  authorised  and  required  to 
grant  such  licence  to  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  apply 
for  the  same,  such  person  or  persons  paying  the  sum  of  forty 
shillings  for  every  such  licence  to  the  clerk  of  the  peace  of 
such  county,  riding,  or  division,  or  to  the  town-clerk  of  such 
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city  or  corporation,  as  a  perquisite  for  his  trouble,  and  as  a 
fund  to  defray  the  expence  of  the  stamp  and  parchment  that 
shall  be  used  for  the  grant  of  such  licence. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  such  licence  shall 
be  written  on  parchment,  and  stampt  with  a  five  shilling  stamp ; 
and  a  copy  thereof  shall  be  entered  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for 
that  purpose  by  such  clerk  of  the  peace,  or  town  clerk,  and 
preserved  as  a  public  register  amongst  the  records  of  the 
county,  riding,  division,  or  of  such  city  or  corporation,  as 
the  case  may  be,  to  be  inspected  by  any  person  or  persons  on 
payment  of  one  shilling ;  and  every  such  licence  shall  be 
signed  by  two  or  more  such  justices  of  the  peace  at  their 
general  quarter  sessions,  and  shall  intitle  the  person  or  per¬ 
sons  to  whom  such  licence  shall  be  granted  to  keep  one  hos¬ 
pital,  house,  or  place,  and  no  more,  for  the  public  or  cha¬ 
ritable  reception  of  pregnant  women. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  as  well  all  hospitals, 
houses,  and  places,  already  established,  used,  or  appropri¬ 
ated,  for  the  public  reception  of  pregnant  women,  and  sup¬ 
ported  by  charitable  contributions,  or  otherwise,  for  the 
purposes  of  the  delivery  or  lying-in  of  such  pregnant  women, 
as  all  other  hospitals,  houses,  or  places,  that  may  hereafter 
be  established,  used  and  appropriated  in  like  manner  for  the 
like  purposes,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  hospitals  and 
places  within  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act. 

IV.  And,  that  it  may  be  the  more  easily  known  what  hos¬ 
pitals,  houses,  or  places,  shall  have  been  licensed  pursuant 
to  this  act,  be  it  enacted,  That  there  shall  be  fixed  and  kept 
up  over  the  door,  or  public  entrance,  of  every  such  hospital, 
house,  or  place,  an  inscription,  in  large  letters,  in  the  following 
words ;  videlicet ,  Licensed  for  the  publick  Reception 
of  pregnant  Women,  pursuant  to  an  Act  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  PASSED  IN  THE  THIRTEENTH  YEAR  OF  THE  ReIGN 

of  King  GEORGE  the  Third,  and  the  affixing  and  keep¬ 
ing  such  inscription  shall  be  a  condition  in  every  such  licence ; 
and  in  case  such  inscription  shall  not  be  fixed  and  kept  over 
the  door  or  public  entrance  of  such  hospital,  house,  or  place, 
such  licence  shall  become  null  and  void„ 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  no  bastard  child  or  children,  born  in  any  such  hospital, 
house,  or  place  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  legally  settled  in,  or 
shall  be  intitled  to  any  relief  as  a  parishioner,  from  the  parish 
wherein  such  hospital,  house*  or  place  shall  be  situated ;  but 

every 
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On  the  re¬ 
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sions  !>y  per¬ 
sons  aggriev¬ 
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•every  such  child  or  children  shall  follow  the  mother’s  settle¬ 
ment,  and  shall  immediately  gain  a  settlement  in  the  parish 
or  parishes  respectively  where  his,  her,  or  their  mother  or 
mothers  were  last  legally  settled ;  any  law,  statute,  usage, 
or  custom  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  in  case  it  shall  become  necessary  to  remove  the  mother 
of  the  child  so  born  a  bastard,  and  the  child  so  born  a 
bastard,  or  either  of  them,  from  the  parish  or  place,  in  which 
such  hospital,  house,  or  place,  shall  be  situated,  to  the  parish 
or  place  to  which  such  woman  shall  belong,  or  where  she 
shall  have  obtained  her  last  legal  settlement,  such  parish  or 
place  being  within  twenty  miles  of  such  hospital,  house,  or 
place,  to  which  she  shall  be  so  removed,  shall  be  chargeable 
with,  and  liable  to  the  payment  of  all  charges  and  expences 
incident  to  or  attending  such  removals ;  such  charges  and 
expences  to  be  allowed  and  settled  by  any  justice  or  jus¬ 
tices  of  the  peace,  (who  is  and  are  hereby  required  to 
allow  and  settle  the  same, )  in  and  for  the  county,  riding, 
division,  city,  corporation,  or  place,  in  which  the  parish  or 
place  shall  be  situated,  to  which  such  mother  and  child,  or 
either  of  them,  shall  be  removed  as  aforesaid :  and  if  such 
charges  and  expences,  after  being  allowed  and  settled  as 
aforesaid,  and  demand  thereof  made  in  writing,  directed  to 
the  churchwardens  or  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  to 
which  such  mother  and  child,  or  either  of  them,  shall  be 
removed  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  be  paid  within  two  days  after 
such  demand,  then,  and  in  every  such  case,  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  to  and  for  any  one  or  more  of  His  Majesty’s  justices 
of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county,  riding,  division,  city, 
corporation,  or  place,  in  which  the  parish  shall  be  situated, 
to  which  such  mother  and  child,  or  either  of  them,  shall  be 
removed,  and  he  or  they  is  and  are  hereby  required  by  war¬ 
rant  under  his  or  their  hand  and  seal,  or  hands  and  seals,  to 
levy  the  same  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels 
of  the  churchwardens  or  overseers  of  the  poor  making  such 
refusal  as  aforesaid,  or  on  the  goods  and  chattels  of  any  or 
either  of  them. 

VII.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if 
any  person  or  persons  shall  think  himself  or  themselves 
aggrieved  by  such  removal  or  distress  had  or  made  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  this  act,  every  such  person  may  appeal  to  the  quar- 
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ter  session  of  die  peace,  to  be  holden  for  the  county, riding, 
division,  city,  corporation,  or  place,  wherein  he  shall  have 
suffered  such  grievance,  within  four  months  after  the  fact 
done,  by  which  he  shall  think  himself  so  aggrieved,  such 
appellant  first  giving,  or  causing  to  be  given,  fourteen  days 
notice  at  the  least,  in  writing,  of  the  intention  to  bring  such 
appeal,  and  of  the  matter  thereof,  to  the  party  or  parties 
against  whom  such  appeal  is  intended  to  be  brought,  and 
within  two  days  next  after  such  notice  given  entering  into 
recognizance,  with  two  sufficient  sureties,  conditioned  to  try 
such  appeal,  and  to  abide  the  order  of,  and  to  pay  such  costs 
as  shall  be  awarded  by  the  justices  at  such  quarter  sessions  ; 
and  the  said  justices  shall  then  hear  and  determine  the  causes 
and  matters  of  appeal  in  a  summary  way,  and  award  such 
costs  to  the  parties  appealing  or  appealed  against,  as  they 
the  said  justices  shall  think  proper,  and  the  determination  of 
such  justices  so  made  shall  be  final,  binding,  and  conclusive, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever. 

VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  officers  belong-  Parish  of- 
ins;  to  the  parish  wherein  the  mother  of  such  child,  so  born  a  ficeis  in?' 

0  1  7  powered  to 

bastard  shall  have  been  last  legally  settled,  and  all  magistrates  apprehend 
of  the  county,  riding,  division,  city,  corporation,  or  place,  the  tatl^er 
wherein  such  parish  shall  be  situated,  shall  have  power  and  tardV 
authority  to  apprehend  the  reputed  father  of  any  such  bastard 
child,  to  take  security  for  the  indemnity  of  the  parish,  and 
to  punish  the  parents,  and  to  do  every  other  matter  or  thing 
relative  to  such  case  of  bastardy,  in  the  same  manner,  and 
with  the  same  powers,  as  such  magistrates  or  officers  might 
or  would  have  had  in  case  such  child  had  been  born  in  such 
parish  or  place ;  any  law  or  statute  to  the  contrary  thereof 
in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

IX.  Provided  always,  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  pr0viso. 
shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  alter  the  law  as 

it  now  stands  relative  to  the  settlement  of  any  bastard  child 
so  born  as  aforesaid,  in  cases  where  the  mother’s  settlement 
cannot  be  ascertained  and  determined. 

X.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  o  wners  or 
That  the  owner,  keeper,  governor,  master,  secretary,  clerk,  ™ast.er*  cf 
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or  other  person,  who  shall  have,  or  to  whom  shall  be  intrusted  take  the  wo. 

the  care,  conduct,  or  management,  of  such  hospital,  house,  or  rnan»  before 
place,  shall,  and  he,  she,  or  they,  is  and  are  hereby  directed  ^examined 
and  required,  before  the  admission  of  any  pregnant  woman  before  a 
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into  such  hospital,  house,  or  place,  forthwith  (unless  pre¬ 
vented  by  sickness),  to  take,  or  cause  to  be  taken,  such  wo¬ 
man  before  some  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county, 
riding,  division,  city,  corporation,  or  place,  where  such  hos¬ 
pital,  house,  or  place,  is  situated,  which  justice  is  hereby 
directed  and  required  to  examine  her  upon  oath,  whether  she 
is  married  or  single :  and  in  case  such  pregnant  woman  shall 
not  be  able,  at  the  time  of  such  admission,  to  go  before  such 
justice  and  be  examined  as  aforesaid,  that  then  and  in  every 
such  case,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  owner, 
keeper,  governor,  master,  secretary,  clerk,  or  other  person, 
as  aforesaid,  and  he,  she,  or  they  is  and  are  hereby  directed 
and  required  when  and  so  soon  as  such  woman  shall  be  suffi¬ 
ciently  recovered,  to  take,  or  cause  to  be  taken,  such  woman 
before  such  justice,  to  be  by  him  examined  as  aforesaid,  any 
law,  statute,  usage  or  custom  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any¬ 
wise  notwithstanding :  and  all  and  every  the  particulars  of 
such  examination,  taken  upon  oath  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
entered  in  a  book,  to  be  provided  and  kept  for  that  purpose 
by  the  owner,  keeper,  governor,  master,  secretary,  clerk,  or 
other  person,  as  aforesaid,  and  signed  by  the  justice  of  the 
peace  before  whom  such  examination  is  taken,  who  is  hereby 
directed  and  required  to  sign  the  same. 

XI.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  woman, 
on  admission  into  such  hospital,  house,  or  place,  shall  pro¬ 
duce  an  affidavit,  sworn  by  her  before  such  justice  of  the 
peace  for  the  city  of  London ,  or  for  the  county,  riding, 
division,  city,  corporation,  or  place,  wherein  such  hospital, 
house,  or  place,  shall  be  situated,  that  she  is  a  married  or 
single  woman,  as  the  case  may  be,  which  affidavit  shall  be 
kept  and  filed  at  every  such  hospital,  house,  or  place ;  then, 
and  in  every  such  case,  such  woman  shall  not  be  liable  or 
compellable  by  this  act  to  go  before  any  justice  of  the  peace, 
or  to  be  further  examined  on  oath  as  to  her  marriage. 

XII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  woman  shall 
be  delivered  of  a  bastard  child  in  such  hospital,  house,  or 
place,  such  owner,  keeper,  governor,  master,  secretary,  clerk, 
or  other  person  as  aforesaid,  shall,  four  days  at  the  least  be¬ 
fore  any  such  woman  shall  be  discharged,  give,  or  cause  to  be 
given,  a  personal  notice,  or  notice  in  writing,  of  such  delivery, 
to  be  left  at  the  usual  place  of  abode  of  the  overseer  or  over¬ 
seers,  churchwarden  or  churchwardens,  of  such  parish  or 

place 


of  Women  to  be  given  to  Overseers. 

place  wherein  such  hospital,  house  or  place  shall  be  situated ; 
and  such  overseer  or  overseers,  churchwarden  or  churchwar¬ 
dens,  or  some  or  one  of  them,  is  and  are  hereby  authorised 
and  required,  after  such  notice  given,  to  attend  at  such  hos¬ 
pital  or  place,  within  the  time  so  notified  as  aforesaid,  and 
shall  convey  every  such  woman  before  some  justice  of  the 
peace,  of  the  county,  riding,  division,  city,  corporation,  or 
place  where  such  birth  or  births  shall  happen,  who  shall  ex¬ 
amine  every  such  woman  upon  oath  relative  to  her  last  legal 
settlement,  and  shall  certify,  in  writing  to  such  overseer  or 
churchwarden,  the  whole  of  such  examination,  who  shall 
cause  the  same  to  be  deposited  and  kept  amongst  the  books 
and  papers  belonging  to  such  parish  or  place. 

XIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  at  any  time  such 
overseer  or  churchwarden  shall,  upon  such  attendance,  be 
informed  by  such  owner,  keeper,  governor,  master,  secre¬ 
tary,  clerk,  or  other  person,  that  any  suth  woman  is  not 
sufficiently  recovered  to  be  taken  out  and  carried  before 
such  justice,  such  overseer  or  churchwarden  shall  wait  till  a 
further  notice  shall,  in  like  manner,  be  given ;  and  such 
notices,  from  time  to  time,  shall  be  repeated  as  occasion 
may  require ;  and  every  such  overseer  and  churchwarden 
who  shall  receive  the  same,  is  hereby  required  to  pay  due 
attention  thereto. 

XIV.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  every  such  owner,  keeper, 
governor,  master,  secretary,  clerk,  or  other  person,  to  keep 
and  detain  in  such  hospital,  house,  or  place,  every  such 
woman  so  delivered  of  a  bastard  child,  till  she  shall  be  ad¬ 
judged  in  a  fit  condition  to  be  discharged,  and  until  she 
shall  have  been  examined  before  some  justice  of  the  peace, 
as  aforesaid,  with  respect  to  the  place  of  her  last  legal  set¬ 
tlement. 

XV.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
nothing  in  this  act  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend, 
to  authorise  or  impower  any  person  whatever  to  keep  or 
detain  in  such  hospital,  house,  or  placif  any  woman  so  de¬ 
livered  of  a  bastard  child,  for  a  longer  time  than  six  weeks 
after  the  birth  of  such  child,  unless  it  shall  be  done  by  her 
own  free  consent. 

XVI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  such  owner, 
keeper,  governor,  master,  secretary,  clerk,  or  other  person, 

as 
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as  aforesaid,  who  shall  wilfully  neglect  or  refuse  to  comply 
with  the  directions  of  this  act,  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for 
every  such  neglect  or  refusal,  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds;  and 
every  such  overseer  or  churchwarden  who  shall  in  like  man¬ 
ner  neglect  or  refuse  to  comply  with  the  directions  of  this 
act,  shall,  for  every  such  neglect  or  refusal,  forfeit  and  pay 
the  sum  of  ten  pounds ;  which  penalties  or  forfeitures  shall 
be  recovered,  with  full  costs  of  suit,  by  action  of  debt,  bill, 
plaint,  or  information,  in  any  of  His  Majesty’s  courts  of 
record  at  Westminster ,  by  any  person  or  persons  who  shall 
sue  for  the  same ;  and  such  forfeitures  and  penalties,  when 
recovered,  shall  be  applied,  one  moiety  to  the  use  of  the 
poor  of  the  parish  where  such  offence  shall  have  been  com¬ 
mitted,  and  the  other  moiety  to  tile  person  or  persons  who 
shall  sue  for  and  recover  the  same. 

XVII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore¬ 
said,  That  if  any  action  or  suit  shall  be  commenced  against 
any  person  or  persons  for  any  tiling  by  him  or  them  done  or 
executed  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  the  defendant  or  defend¬ 
ants,  in  such  action  or  suit,  shall  and  may  plead  the  general 
issue,  and  give  this  act,  and  the  special  matter,  in  evidence, 
at  any  trial  to  be  had  thereupon,  and  that  the  same  was 
done  in  pursuance  and  by  the  authority  of  this  act;  and  if 
afterwards  a  verdict  shall  pass  for  the  defendant  or  defend¬ 
ants,  or  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  shall  become  nonsuited,  or 
discontinue  his,  her,  or  their  action  or  prosecution,  or  judge¬ 
ment  shall  be  given  against  him,  her,  or  them,  upon  demur¬ 
rer,  or  otherwise ;  then  such  defendant  or  defendants  shall 
have  treble  costs  awarded  to  him  or  them  against  such  plain¬ 
tiff  or  plaintiffs. 

XVI II.  Provided  always,  That  no  such  action  or  suit 
shall  be  brought  by  virtue  and  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  un¬ 
less  the  same  be  commenced  within  six  calendar  months  after 
the  offence  committed. 

XIX.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  shall  be 
deemed  a  public  act,  and  as  such  taken  notice  of  by  all 
judges,  justices,  and  other  persons,  without  specially  plead¬ 
ing  the  same. 


C  r93  ] 
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An  Act  to  amend  such  'part  of  a?i  Act ,  made  in  the 
Forty-third  Year  of  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
intituled ,  An  Act  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  as 
relates  to  the  binding  of  Parish  Apprentices . 


“  TT7HEREAS  in  and  by  an  act,  made  in  the  forty-third 
*  »  year  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth ,  intituled,  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  it  was  enacted,  that  it  should 
be  lawful  for  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  therein  men¬ 
tioned,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  by  the  assent  of  any 
two  justices  of  the  peace,  to  bind  the  children  of  all  such 
parents  who  shall  not,  by  the  said  churchwardens  and  over¬ 
seers,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  be  thought  able  to  keep 
and  maintain  their  children,  to  be  apprentices,  where  they 
shall  see  convenient,  till  such  man-child  shall  come  to  the 
age  of  four  and  twenty  years,  and  such  woman-child  to  the 
age  of  one  and  twenty  years,  or  day  of  marriage;  and 
whereas  it  has  been  found  by  experience,  that  the  said  term 
respecting  men-children  is  longer  than  is  necessary,  and 
that  if  such  man-child  was  bound  to  be  an  apprentice  only 
till  he  came  to  the  age  of  one  and  twenty  years,  all  the  bene¬ 
fits  intended  by  the  said  act  would  be  preserved,  the  hard¬ 
ships  brought  on  such  parish  apprentices,  by  the  length  of 
their  apprenticeship,  would  be  avoided,  and  the  good  har¬ 
mony  between  master  and  apprentice  would  be  better  main¬ 
tained  May  it  therefore  please  Your  Majesty  that  it  may 
be  enacted,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  King’s  most  excellent 
Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  lords 
spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  present  parlia¬ 
ment  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That, 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  when  any  man-child 
shall  be  bound  to  be  an  apprentice  by  virtue  of  and  under  the 
authority  of  the  said  act,  made  in  the  forty-third  year  of 
Queen  Elizabeth ,  such  child  shall  be  bound  to  be  an  appren¬ 
tice  for  no  longer  term  than  till  such  child  shall  come  to  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years. 
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An  Act  for  obviating  Doubts ,  touching  the  binding  and 
receiving  of  poor  Children  Apprentices ,  in  pursuance 
of  several  Acts  of  Parliament  made  for  the  Relief  of 
the  Poor  within  particular  incorporated  Hundreds  or 
Districts  ;  and  for  ascertaining  the  Settlement  of  Bas¬ 
tard  Children  born  in  the  Houses  of  Industry  within 
such  Hundreds  or  Districts . 


a 


WHEREAS  several  acts  of  parliament  have  of  late 
years  been  made  and  passed  for  the  better  relief  and 
employment  of  the  poor,  in  particular  incorporated  hundreds 
or  districts,  within  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England^ 
whereby  power  is  given  to  bind  poor  children  apprentices 
under  certain  restrictions  therein  mentioned ;  and  whereas 
doubts  have  arisen,  whether  persons  are  compellable  to  re¬ 
ceive  and  provide  for  such  poor  children  as  shall  be  appointed 
to  be  bound  apprentices  to  them  in  pursuance  of  the  said 
acts  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  King’s  most  excellent 
Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  lords 
spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  present  par- 
Afier  June  liament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That 
24,1780,  all  from  and  after  the  twenty -fourth  day  of  June ,  one  thousand 
whom  any  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  the  respective  persons  to  whom 
children  any  poor  children  shall  be  appointed  to  be  bound  appren- 
pointed  to"  ^ces’  pursuance  of  any  act  or  acts  of  parliament  made 
be  bound,  in  and  passed  for  the  better  relief  and  employment  of  the  poor 
in  any  particular  incorporated  hundreds  or  districts,  within 
for  relief  of  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England ,  shall,  and  they 
the  poor  m  are  hereby  required  to  receive  and  provide  for  such  children 

any  parti-  . .  .  .  ,  , 

cuhu  dis-  according  to  the  indentures  to  be  executed  by  the  directors 
trict  in  Eng-  and  acting  guardians  of  the  poor  for  such  respective  hun- 
lreobli?edto  dreds  or  districts,  for  the  binding  of  such  poor  children,  ia 
provide  for  like  manner  as  persons  are  now  obliged  by  the  laws  in  bein^ 
to  receive  and  provide  for  poor  children  appointed  to  be 
bound  apprentices  by  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the 
poor,  with  the  assent  of  two  justices  of  the  peace,  and  also 
to  execute  the  counterpart  of  such  indentures  respectively ; 

,  ‘  and 


them,  &c. 
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and  if  any  person,  to  whom  any  poor  child  shall  be  appointed 
to  be  bound  apprentice,  in  pursuance  of  any  such  act  of 
parliament  as  aforesaid,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  receive 
and  provide  for  such  poor  child,  or  to  execute  the  counter¬ 
part  of  the  indenture  for  binding  such  child  as  aforesaid, 
every  person  so  refusing  or  neglecting,  upon  proof  of  such 
refusal  or  neglect  being  made,  by  the  oath  of  one  of  the 
directors  or  acting  guardians,  or  of  some  other  credible  wit¬ 
ness,  before  any  two  justices  of  the  peace  acting  in  or  for  the 
county,  liberty,  or  place,  within  which  the  incorporated 
hundred  or  district  to  which  such  child  belongs  shall  be 
situate,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  directors  and  acting 
guardians  of  the  poor  for  such  incorporated  hundred  or 
district,  or  to  their  treasurer  or  appointee,  to  be  applied  to 
the  relief  of  the  poor  within  the  same,  the  sum  of  ten  pounds ; 
such  penalty  or  forfeiture  to  be  levied  by  distress  and  sale  of 
the  goods  of  the  person  refusing  or  neglecting  as  aforesaid, 
by  warrant  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  such  justices  ; 
saving  always  to  the  person,  to  whom  any  poor  child  shall 
be  so  appointed  to  be  bound  an  apprentice,  his  or  her  appeal 
to  the  next  general  or  quarter  session  of  the  peace  for  that 
county,  liberty,  or  place,  whose  order  therein  shall  be  final. 

II.  Provided  always,  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained 
shall  be  construed  to  compel  any  person  to  take  any  such 
poor  child  apprentice  as  aforesaid,  unless  such  person  shall 
be  an  inhabitant  and  occupier  of  lands,  tenements,  or  here¬ 
ditaments,  in  the  parish  to  which  such  child  belongs ;  and 
that  all  bastard  children  born  or  to  be  born  in  the  house  of 
industry  within  any  such  incorporated  hundred  or  district, 
shall  be  deemed  to  belong  to  the  parish  or  place  where  the 
mother  of  such  bastard  child  was  legally  settled. 


[22  Geo.  III.  Cap.  83.] 

An  Act  for  the  better  Relief  and  Employment  of  the  Poor. 

“  T^>HEREAS  notwithstanding  the  many  laws  now  in 
*  *  being  for  the  relief  and  employment  of  the  poor, 
aad  the  great  sums  of  money  raised  for  those  purposes,  their 
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sufferings  and  distresses  are  nevertheless  very  grievous  ;  and, 
by  the  incapacity,  negligence,  or  misconduct  of  overseers', 
the  money  raised  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  is  frequently  mis¬ 
applied,  and  sometimes  expended  in  defraying  the  charges  of 
litigations  about  settlements  indiscreetly  and  unadvisedly 
carried  on ;  and  whereas  by  a  clause  in  an  act  passed  in  the 
ninth  year  of  the  reign  of  King  George  the  First,  intituled. 
An  act  for  the  amendment  of  the  laixts  relating  to  the  settle¬ 
ment,  employment ,  and  relief  of  the  poor,  power  is  given  to 
the  churchwardens  and  overseers  in  the  manner  therein 
mentioned,  to  purchase  or  hire  houses,  and  contract  with 
any  person  for  the  lodging,  keeping,  maintaining,  and  em¬ 
ploying  the  poor,  and  taking  the  benefit  of  their  work, 
labour,  and  service,  for  their  maintenance ;  and,  where  any 
parish,  town,  or  township,  should  be  found  too  small,  to 
unite  two  or  more  for  those  purposes,  with  the  consent  of 
the  major  part  of  the  parishioners  or  inhabitants,  and  the 
approbation  of  a  justice  of  peace ;  which  provisions,  from 
the  want  of  proper  regulations  and  management  in  the  poor- 
houses  or  workhouses  that  have  been  purchased  or  hired 
under  the  authority  of  the  said  act,  and  for  want  of  due 
inspection  and  controul  over  the  persons  who  have  engaged 
in  those  contracts,  have  not  had  the  desired  effect,  but  the 
poor  in  many  places,  instead  of  finding  protection  and  relief, 
have  been  much  oppressed  thereby for  remedy  of  these 
grievances  and  inconveniences,  and  in  order  to  make  better 
and  more  effectual  provision  for  the  relief  and  employment  of 
the  poor,  and  to  introduce  a  prudent  economy  in  the  expen¬ 
diture  of  the  parish  money ;  may  it  please  Your  Majesty 
that  it  may  be  enacted,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  King’s  most 
excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  pre¬ 
sent  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
That  from  and  after  the  25th  day  of  March,  which  shall  be  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eightv- 
three,  so  much  of  the  said  clause  as  respects  the  maintaining 
or  hiring  out  the  labour  of  the  poor  by  contract  within 
any  parish,  township,  or  place,  which  shall  adopt  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  this  act,  shall  be  and  is  hereby  repealed,  and  every 
contract  or  agreement  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  for  either 
of  those  purposes,  shall  become,  and  is  hereby  declared  to 
be,  null  and  void. 


II.  Pro* 
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II.  Provided  nevertheless,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  Visitors  and 
ft  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  visitor  and  guardian,  or  maylnake 
visitors  and  guardians,  appointed  as  hereafter  mentioned  of  agreements 
any  parish,  township,  or  place,  or  parishes,  townships,  and 

places,  which  shall  have  adopted  the  provisions  and  com-  mg,  &c.  of 
plied  with  the  requisites  of  this  act,  and  shall  have  a  visitor  fo^he^oor- 
appointed,  from  time  to  time  to  make  agreements  with  any  houses, 
person  or  persons  for  the  diet  or  cloathing  of  such  poor  per¬ 
sons  who  shall  be  sent  to  the  house  or  houses  to  be  provided 
under  the  authority  of  this  act,  and  for  the  work  and  labour 
of  such  poor  persons,  so  that  no  such  agreement  shall  be 
made  for  any  longer  time  than  twelve  months,  and  so  that 
the  same  shall  be,  and  every  such  agreement  is  hereby  de¬ 
clared  to  be,  under  the  strictest  inspection  and  controul  of 
the  visitor,  guardian,  and  governor  of  such  poor-house,  and 
also  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  limit  where  such 
poor-house  shall  be ;  two  of  which  justices,  upon  proof  of 
any  abuse,  shall  have  power  to  dissolve  such  contract. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever  two  third 
parts,  in  number  and  value,  according  to  the  poor  rate,  of  t-lon> 
the  owners  or  occupiers  of  lands,  tenements,  or  heredita¬ 
ments,  within  any  parish,  township,  or  place,  qualified  as 
hereafter  mentioned,  shall  at  any  time  after  the  passing  this 
act,  at  a  public  meeting  to  be  holden  pursuant  to  the  di¬ 
rections  of  this  act,  signify  their  approbation  of  the  provi¬ 
sions  herein  contained,  and  their  desire  to  adopt  them,  in 
the  form  contained  in  the  schedule  hereunto  annexed,  N°  I., 
and  shall  at  such  meeting  nominate  and  recommend  to  the 
consideration  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county, 
riding,  division,  district,  city,  town,  or  place,  where  such 
meeting  shall  be  holden,  three  able  and  discreet  persons 
qualified  for  guardians  of  the  poor  for  such  parish,  township, 

or  place,  and  three  other  fit  and  proper  persons  qualified  to 
be  governors  of  the  poor-house  for  such  parish,  township,  or 
place,  and  fix  the  salaries  to  be  paid  to  such  guardian  and 
governor  respectively,  and  shall  procure  the  consent  and 
approbation  of  two  justices  of  the  peace  acting  for  that 
limit,  to  such  agreement  and  salaries  by  writing  under  their 
hands,  in  the  forms  contained  in  the  schedule,  N  II,,  and 
shall  cause  such  agreement  to  be  registered  pursuant  to  the 
direction  of  this  act ;  every  such  parish,  township,  or  place, 
shall  from  that  time  be  entitled  to  all  the  benefits,  privileges, 
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powers,  authorities,  and  advantages  which  can  arise  or  be 
derived  from  this  act. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  where  two  third 
parts  in  number  and  value  as  aforesaid,  of  the  owners  or 
occupiers  of  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  within 
two  or  more  parishes,  townships,  or  places,  so  qualified  as 
aforesaid,  shall  think  fit,  with  such  approbation  as  afore¬ 
said,  signified  in  like  manner  under  the  hands  of  two  jus¬ 
tices  of  the  peace,  and  subscribed  at  the  foot  of  the  said 
agreement,  in  the  form  expressed  in  the  said  schedule, 
N°  II.  at  the  end  of  the  form  of  the  said  agreement,  to  unite 
for  the  purposes  of  this  act,  and  shall  signify  their  inclina¬ 
tion  and  desire  so  to  do  at  a  publick  meeting  holden  in  each 
of  such  parishes,  townships,  and  places,  in  the  manner  herein¬ 
before  directed  concerning  a  single  parish,  in  the  form  con¬ 
tained  in  the  said  schedule,  N°  III.  an  agreement  shall,  as 
soon  as  conveniently  may  be  after  such  publick  meetings 
shall  have  been  holden,  be  entered  into  by  the  guar¬ 
dians  of  the  poor  of  every  such  parish,  township,  and 
place  respectively,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  in  the  form 
or  to  the  effect  set  forth  in  the  said  schedule,  N°  IV.  which 
agreement  shall  be  binding  upon  the  several  parties ;  and 
every  such  agreement  shall  specify  the  place  where  such 
house  or  houses  shall  be  situate,  and  the  terms  upon  which 
such  agreement  is  made,  and  shall  be  entered  with  the  clerk 
of  the  peace,  or  town  clerk  of  the  county,  city,  town,  or 
district,  in  which  such  parishes,  townships,  or  places,  shall 
be  situate,  and  a  copy  thereof  left  with  him  within  three 
calendar  months  after  the  time  of  making  such  agreement, 
in  the  form  or  to  the  effect  mentioned  in  the  said  schedule, 
N’  V.  for  which  entry  every  such  clerk  shall  receive  one 
shilling,  and  no  more ;  and  from  that  time  every  such 
parish,  township,  and  place,  so  agreed  to  be  united,  shall  be 
entitled  to  all  the  benefits,  privileges,  powers,  authorities, 
and  advantages,  which  can  arise  or  be  derived  from  this  act. 

V.  Provided  nevertheless,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
no  parish,  township,  hamlet,  or  place,  which  shall  be  situate 
more  than  ten  miles  from  any  poor-house  or  workhouse  to 
be  provided  under  the  authority  of  this  act,  shall  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  be  united,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  wfith  the 
parishes,  townships,  hamlets,  and  places  which  shall  establish 
such  poor-house  or  wrorkhouse. 
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VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  notice  for  every 
publick  meeting  directed  by  this  act,  shall  be  given  in  the 
church  or  chapel  of  every  such  parish,  township,  or  place, 
on  three  successive  Sundays  before  the  time  of  such  meeting, 
immediately  after  divine  service,  or  on  such  of  the  said  Sun¬ 
days  as  service  shall  be  performed  there,  and  also  fixed  in 
writing  on  such  church  or  chapel  door,  or  if  no  church  or 
chapel,  at  some  publick  place  within  any  such  parish,  town¬ 
ship,  or  place,  where  notices  of  parish  business  have  been 
usually  given,  fifteen  days  at  least  before  the  day  to  be  ap¬ 
pointed  for  such  meeting,  in  the  form  or  to  the  effect  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  said  schedule,  N°  VI. ;  and  that  no  person  shall 
vote  at  any  publick  meeting  to  be  holden  for  the  purposes  of 
this  act,  unless  he  or  she  shall  be  the  owner  or  occupier  of 
lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  which  shall  be  assessed 
to  the  poor’s  rates,  within  such  parish,  township,  or  place, 
after  the  rate  of  five  pounds  per  annum ,  at  the  least ;  nor  shall 
any  such  person  vote  as  occupier,  unless  he  or  she  shall  be 
assessed  or  pay  to  such  poor’s  rates  :  Provided  always,  that 
in  all  parishes,  townships  or  places,  wherein  there  shall  not 
be  ten  persons  possessed  of  the  qualification  aforesaid,  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  every  person  who  shall  be  assessed, 
or  shall  pay  to  such  poor’s  rates,  to  vote  at  every  such 
meeting. 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  two  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  limit  where  such 
poor-house  shall  be,  or  be  so  agreed  to  be  situated,  and  they 
are  hereby  required,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  after 
such  agreement  shall  have  been  made  as  aforesaid,  upon  appli¬ 
cation  to  them  by  two  or  more  of  the  persons  who  shall  have 
signed  such  agreement,  and  upon  producing,,  the  same  to 
them,  to  appoint  one  of  the  persons  so  recommended  to  be 
guardian  of  the  poor  for  each  of  such  parishes,  townships, 
and  places,  in  the  form  contained  in  the  said  schedule,  N*  VJI. 
or  to  that  or  the  like  effect ;  and  every  such  guardian  shall 
attend  the  monthly  meetings  hereby  directed  to  be  holden, 
and  execute  the  several  powers  and  authorities  given  to  guar¬ 
dians  by  this  act,  and  shall  have,  and  is  hereby  invested  with, 
all  the  powers  and  authorities  given  to  overseers  of  the  poor 
by  any  other  act  or  acts  of  parliament,  and  shall,  to  all  in¬ 
tents  and  purposes,  except  with  regard  to  the  making  and 
collecting  of  rates,  be  an  overseer  of  the  poor  for  the  parish 
or  township  for  which  he  shall  be  so  appointed  guardian,  and 
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shall  be  liable  to  such  forfeitures  and  penalties  for  neglect  of 
duty  as  overseers  of  the  poor  are  made  liable  to  by  this  or  any 
other  act  of  parliament;  and  all  notices  or  applications  directed 
by  this  or  any  other  act  of  parliament  to  be  given  or  made 
to  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  with  respect  to  the  care  and 
management  or  removal  of  the  poor,  shall  be  given  and  made 
to  the  guardian  of  the  poor,  where  any  such  guardian  shall 
be  appointed  under  the  authority  of  this  act ;  but  in  case  any 
orders  of  removal  or  notices  shall  happen,  by  mistake,  to  be 
given  or  sent  to  the  churchwarden  or  overseer,  the  same 
shall  be  as  valid  and  effectual  as  if  given  to  the  guardian  ;  and 
such  churchwarden  or  overseer  shall,  and  is  hereby  required 
forthwith  to  deliver  the  same  to  the  guardian,  or  shall  forfeit 
forty  shillings  for  his  neglect ;  And  in  all  cases  where  such 
guardian  of  the  poor  shall  be  appointed  as  aforesaid,  neither 
the  churchwardens  or  overseers  of  the  poor  shall  interfere  or 
intermeddle  in  the  care  and  management  of  the  poor,  but 
shall  continue  to  have  and  be  invested  with  the  same  powers 
of  making  and  collecting  poor’s  rates  as  they  have  at  present, 
and  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  penalties  for  neglect  or  mis¬ 
behaviour  in  making  and  collecting  such  rates  as  they  were 
at  the  time  of  passing  this  act. 

VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and  after  the 
appointment  of  such  guardian  as  aforesaid,  one  or  more  of 
the  churchwardens  or  overseers  of  the  poor  of  every  parish, 
township,  or  place,  which  shall  adopt  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  who  shall  be  approved  at  some  publick  meeting  to  be 
holden  as  aforesaid,  shall  receive  the  money  to  be  collected 
by  virtue  of  such  poor’s  rates,  and  apply  the  same  in  manner 
following;  (that  is  to  say),  if  such  parish,  township,  or 
place  shall  not  be  united  with  any  other  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
such  churchwarden  or  overseer  shall  pay  to  the  guardian  of 
the  poor  such  sums,  from  time  to  time,  as  he  shall  have  oc¬ 
casion  to  employ  for  the  purposes  of  discharging  the  bills, 
and  all  other  necessary  expences  attending  such  house  or 
houses,  and  the  poor  belonging  to  such  parish,  township,  or 
place,  and  shall  take  receipts  from  such  guardian  for  all  the 
money  so  paid,  expressing  in  every  such  receipt  the  pur¬ 
poses  for  which  such  money  is  wanted ;  and  if  the  said  parish, 
township,  or  place,  shall  be  united  with  any  other  parish, 
township,  or  place,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  such  churchwarden 
or  overseer  shall  pay,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  treasurer  of 
such  united  parishes,  townships,  or  places,  their  due  propor¬ 
tion 
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tion  and  quota  of  the  several  expences  attending  the  poor  and 
poor-house  therein,  under  the  authority  and  according  to  the 
direction  of  this  act,  and  take  his  receipts  for  such  money  ; 
or  if  it  shall  be  found  more  convenient  he  shall  permit  such 
treasurer,  from  time  to  time  to  draw  drafts  upon  him  for 
such  money,  in  the  form  contained  in  the  said  schedule, 

N®  VIII.,  and  pay  the  same  when  they  become  due,  specify¬ 
ing  in  every  such  receipt  and  draft  the  general  purposes  for 
which  such  money  is  to  be  applied ;  all  which  payments  so 
to  be  respectively  made,  shall  be  allowed  to  the  said  church¬ 
warden  or  overseer,  in  his  accounts  with  the  parish,  township, 
or  place,  wherein  such  money  shall  be  raised ;  and  the  ac¬ 
counts,  as  well  of  the  said  churchwarden  or  overseer,  as  of 
the  said  guardian,  shall  be  examined  at  every  monthly  meet¬ 
ing,  and  shall  be  examined  and  passed  quarterly  by  the  visi¬ 
tor  of  such  poor-house,  after  they  shall  have  been  verified 
upon  oath  before  a  justice  of  the  peace. 

IX.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  Justices  to 
lawful  for  two  or  more  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  limit  go^nor  0f 
wherein  such  poor-house  shall  be  situate,  and  they  are  hereby  each  poor- 
required,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  after  such  agree-  house* 
ment  shall  have  been  made  as  aforesaid,  for  adopting  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  either  by  a  single  parish  or  township, 
or  by  two  or  more  parishes  or  townships,  upon  application 
made  to  them  by  two  or  more  of  the  persons  who  shall  have 
signed  such  agreement,  and  upon  producing  the  same  to 
them,  to  appoint  one  of  the  persons  recommended  for  gover¬ 
nor  of  such  poor-house  (in  the  form  contained  in  the  said 
schedule,  N°  VII.,  or  to  that  or  the  like  effect),  who  shall 
have  the  care,  management,  and  employment  of  the  poor 
persons  to  be  sent  thither,  and  shall  be  allowed  such  salary 
or  wages  for  his  trouble  as  shall  be  specified  in  the  said  agree¬ 
ment ;  and  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  visitor  of  such 
poor-house,  with  the  consent  of  the  guardians,  or  the  major 
part  of  them,  or  for  two  or  more  justices  of  the  peace  for  such 
limit  where  a  guardian  shall  be  visitor,  to  remove  the  gover¬ 
nor  of  such  poor-house,  upon  complaint  and  sufficient  proof 
of  misbehaviour  or  incapacity  in  the  execution  of  his  office. 

X.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  guardians  of  the  Directions 
poor  for  the  several  parishes  and  townships  which  shall  be  so 
united  as  aforesaid,  shall  meet  as  soon  as  conveniently  may 
be  after  such  agreement  shall  have  been  made,  to  consider 
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of  three  proper  persons,  respectable  in  character  and  fortune, 
fit  to  be  put  in  nomination  for  the  office  of  visitor,  of  such 
poor-house;  and  two  or  more  of  such  guardians  shall,  as 
soon  as  conveniently  may  be  after  such  meeting,  apply  to 
two  justices  of  the  peace  acting  for  the  limit  wherein  such 
poor-house  shall  be,  and  produce  to  them  the  said  agreement, 
and  the  names  of  the  persons  whom  they  shall  desire  to  re¬ 
commend;  which  justices  shall  then,  or  within  three  days 
after,  appoint  one  of  such  persons  so  recommended  to  be 
visitor,  in  the  form  contained  in  the  said  schedule,  N°  VII., 
or  to  that  or  the  like  effect :  but  if  he  shall  refuse  to  accept 
that  office,  they  shall  then  appoint  one  other  of  the  persons 
so  named ;  and  if  he  shall  decline  it,  they  shall  appoint  the 
third  person  named  in  such  list ;  and  if  he  shall  decline  it,  the 
guardians  of  the  said  several  parishes,  townships,  and  places 
shall,  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  serve  that  office 
monthly  by  rotation,  subject  to  the  controul  of  the  justices 
of  the  limit  where  such  poor-house  shall  be  ;  and  every  such 
visitor,  if  not  a  guardian,  is  hereby  authorised  to  nominate 
some  discreet  and  proper  person  to  be  his  deputy  or  assistant, 
if  he  shall  think  fit,  in  the  form  contained  in  the  said 
schedule,  N3  IX. ;  and  every  such  deputy  or  assistant  shall, 
in  the  absence  of  such  visitor,  and  under  his  direction,  act  as 
inspector  of  the  several  matters  so  committed  to  the  care  of 
the  visitor,  and  shall  make  his  report  thereof,  from  time  to 
time,  to  him,  for  his  better  information,  and  render  him  all 
the  assistance  in  his  power :  And  every  visitor  so  to  be  ap¬ 
pointed  shall  superintend  every  such  house  or  houses,  and 
settle  and  adjust  the  accounts  between  the  said  guardians  of 
the  poor,  and  the  treasurer  of  such  house,  if  any  question  or 
dispute  shall  arise  respecting  the  same ;  and  also  shall  settle 
and  adjust  all  doubts  and  questions  which  may  arise  con¬ 
cerning  the  persons  which  ought  to  be  sent  to  such  house 
or  houses,  according  to  the  intention  of  this  act,  and  by 
every  prudent  means  in  his  power  enforce  and  promote  the 
rules,  orders,  regulations,  directions,  and  provisions  esta¬ 
blished,  enacted,  and  formed  by  and  under  this  act,  for  the 
better  accommodation  and  relief  of  the  poor,  and  the  prevent¬ 
ing  all  unnecessary  expences  and  burthens  on  the  said  parishes, 
townships,  and  places :  And  every  such  governor,  guardian, 
and  treasurer,  is  hereby  required  to  observe  and  obey  the 
directions  which  he  shall  from  time  to  time  receive  from  the 
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visitor  so  to  be  appointed,  touching  the  several  matters  afore¬ 
said  :  And,  where  any  act  shall  be  required  to  be  done  by 
a  justice  of  peace,  such  visitor,  if  not  a  justice,  or  his  deputy 
or  assistant,  shall  apply  to  some  neighbouring  magistrate  to 
do  the  same :  And  every  person  to  be  nominated  or  appointed 
visitor  or  deputy  visitor  as  aforesaid,  as  an  inducement  to  his 
undertaking  and  executing  that  office,  shall  be  freed  and  dis¬ 
charged  from  serving  the  office  of  constable,  and  all  paro¬ 
chial  offices,  and  also  from  serving  upon  juries  at  the  assizes 
or  quarter  sessions,  so  long  as  he  shall  continue  in  that  office ; 
and  a  certificate  under  the  hand  of  a  justice  of  the  peace 
acting  for  the  limit  wherein  he  executes  such  office,  in  the 
form  contained  in  the  said  schedule  N*  X.,  shall  be  admit¬ 
ted  as  evidence  of  his  serving  the  office. 

XI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  two  thirds,  in 
number  and  value  as  aforesaid,  of  the  owners  or  occupiers  of 
lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  within  any  single  parish,- 
township,  or  place,  which  shall  adopt  the  provisions  of  this 
act  in  manner  aforesaid,  shall  desire  to  have  a  visitor  appointed, 
and  shall  nominate  and  recommend  to  the  justices  of  the  limit, 
three  persons  properly  qualified  for  that  office,  the  justices, 
upon  application  to  them  in  manner  aforesaid,  shall  appoint 
one  of  the  persons  so  recommended,  in  the  manner  herein¬ 
before  directed  concerning  parishes,  townships,  and  places 
so  united  as  aforesaid. 

XII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  guardians  of 
the  several  parishes  and  townships  united  for  the  purposes  of 
this  act,  shall  recommend  to  the  justices  one  of  their  own 
body  to  be  treasurer  of  the  poor-house ;  and  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  two  justices  of  the  limit  to  appoint  the 
guardian  so  recommended,  or  any  other  of  the  guardians 
whom  they  shall  think  better  qualified,  to  that  office,  in  the 
form  contained  in  the  said  schedule,  N°  VII.,  or  to  that  or 
the  like  effect ;  which  treasurer  shall  give  sufficient  security 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  justices,  to  the  other  guardians, 
and  their  successors,  for  his  duly  accounting  for  the  money 
which  shall  come  to  his  hands  ;  and  shall  keep  the  accounts, 
receive  the  money  to  be  contributed  by  each  parish  and 
township,  and  pay  or  discharge  the  several  bills  and  expences 
which  shall  be  allowed  and  ordered  to  be  paid  by  the  guar¬ 
dians,  at  their  monthly  meeting  ;  and  shall  lay  his  accounts 
before  the  guardians,  at  every  such  meeting,  for  their  peru¬ 
sal 
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sal  and  approbation  ;  and  shall,  once  in  every  year,  within 
fourteen  days  before  the  Michaelmas  quarter  sessions  of  the 
peace  for  the  county,  riding,  division,  city,  or  place  where 
such  poor-house  shall  be  situate,  make  out,  or  cause  to  be 
made  out,  a  just  and  fair  account  of  the  expences  attending 
the  same,  distinguishing  them  under  the  several  heads  herein 
specified ;  and  also  an  account  of  the  number  of  poor  per¬ 
sons,  distinguishing  their  age  and  sex,  which  shall  be  con¬ 
tained  in  every  such  house  at  the  time  of  making  such  ac¬ 
count,  and  how  they  have  been  employed,  and  how  much 
money  hath  been  earned  by  the  labour  of  the  poor,  in  the 
year  preceding ;  which  shall  be  laid  before  the  visitor,  and 
signified  under  his  hand,  if  he  approves  the  same,  and  shall 
afterwards  be  transmitted  to  the  clerk  of  the  peace,  or  town 
clerk,  of  such  county,  riding,  division,  city,  or  place,  before 
or  at  the  time  of  the  said  quarter  sessions,  and  be  by  him  laid 
before  the  court  there  for  their  inspection  :  And  every  such 
treasurer  shall  be  allowed,  for  his  trouble  in  executing  that 
office,  such  annual  sum,  not  exceeding  ten  pounds,  as  the 
visitor,  if  not  a  guardian,  shall  think  fit ;  and  if  no  such 
visitor,  as  two  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  limit  shall  ap¬ 
point. 

XIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when  and  as  often 
as  any  vacancy  shall  happen  in  any  of  the  offices  aforesaid,  by 
death,  resignation,  or  removal,  meetings  shall  be  called,  and 
recommendations  offered  to  the  justices  in  manner  aforesaid; 
and  they  shall  proceed  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  in  the 
manner  before  directed,  to  appoint  a  fit  and  proper  successor 
to  the  person  so  dying,  declining  to  act,  or  so  removed  as 
aforesaid. 

XIV.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
the  offices  of  guardian,  governor,  visitor,  or  treasurer,  to 
which  any  person  shall  be  appointed  under  the  authority  of 
this  act,  shall  determine  in  Easter  week  next  after  the  re¬ 
spective  persons  shall  be  appointed  thereto,  on  the  day  upon 
which  the  publick  meeting  for  such  parish,  township,  or  place, 
shall  be  held  there  ;  when  the  persons,  who,  according  to  this 
act  are  qualified  and  have  a  right  to  recommend  another  per¬ 
son  to  the  justices  to  be  appointed  to  such  office,  shall  either 
agree  with  the  persons  who  held  the  same  to  continue  in  such 
office,  or  shall  proceed  to  recommend  others,  in  the  manner 
hereinbefore  directed,  as  if  such  person  had  died. 
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XV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  within  any  such 
limit  as  aforesaid,  wherein  any  poor-house  shall  be  situate, 
there  shall  happen  to  be  no  acting  justice,  or  only  one  acting 
justice  of  the  peace,  or  if  the  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace 
who  usually  act  in  that  limit  shall  be  absent,  or  by  any  means 
incapacitated  to  act,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawTful  for  any  justice 
or  justices  of  any  other  limit  to  act  in  all  such  cases. 

XVI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  justices  of  the  peace,  within  their  respective 
limits,  to  appoint  special  or  privy  sessions  for  executing  the 
several  powders  and  purposes  of  this  act,  causing  proper  notices 
to  be  given  of  the  time  and  place  of  holding  the  same,  to  the 
several  justices  of  the  peace,  peace  officers,  and  guardians  of 
the  poor  within  such  respective  limits;  and  also  to  adjourn 
any  such  privy  sessions,  to  be  again  holden  at  such  time 
and  place  as  they  shall  judge  most  proper  for  discharging 
the  business  required  by  this  act,  and  such  other  business 
which  may  happen  to  fall  under  their  cognizance,  so  as  to 
occasion  the  least  trouble  to  themselves,  and  to  afford  the 
greatest  convenience  and  accommodation  to  the  publick, 
causing  the  like  notices  to  be  given  of  every  such  adjourn¬ 
ment. 

XVII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  guardians  of 
the  poor  of  the  several  parishes,  tovrnships,  and  places, 
which  shall  adopt  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  provide  a 
suitable  and  convenient  house  or  houses  with  proper  build¬ 
ings  and  accommodations  thereto,  wdien  wanted,  either  by 
erecting  new  ones  on  land  to  be  purchased  or  rented  by 
them  for  that  purpose,  altering  old  ones,  or  hiring  build¬ 
ings  for  the  purpose ;  and  shall  fit  up  and  dispose  the  same, 
with  the  advice  and  approbation  of  the  visitor,  if  any,  in 
such  manner  as  shall  be  most  conducive  to  the  general  pur¬ 
poses  of  this  act,  at  the  expence  of  such  parish  or  township, 
or  parishes,  towmships,  and  places  respectively,  in  the  pro¬ 
portions  hereinafter  mentioned ;  and  shall  provide  such 
utensils  and  materials  as  they  shall  think  necessary  for  their 
employment,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
this  act. 

XVIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  several  poor- 
houses  or  workhouses  to  be  built  or  provided  under  the  au¬ 
thority  of  this  act,  shall  be  situate  within  the  parish  or  town¬ 
ship  for  which  they  shall  be  used,  if  single  parishes  or  town¬ 
ships, 
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ships,  and  if  several  parishes  or  townships  shall  be  united 
for  the  purposes  of  this  act,  they  shall  be  built  or  provided, 
within  one  of  the  parishes  or  townships  so  to  be  united,  and 
not  in  any  other  parish,  township,  or  place,  without  the 
consent  of  three  fourth  parts,  in  number  and  value  as  afore¬ 
said,  of  such  owners  or  occupiers  of  lands,  tenements,  or 
hereditaments,  within  the  same,  first  had  and  obtained  qua¬ 
lified  as  hereinbefore  mentioned,  who  shall  be  assembled  at 
a  publick  meeting  to  be  holden  in  the  manner,  and  upon  the 
like  notice,  hereinbefore  directed  for  publick  meetings. 

XIX.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
all  the  houses,  buildings,  and  lands,  to  be  hired  or  rented 
under  the  authority  of  this  act,  shall  be  hired  or  rented  in 
such  manner  for  such  term  or  terms,  and  on  such  conditions, 
as  are  specified  in  the  form  of  agreement  contained  in  the 
said  schedule,  IV. ;  and  all  such  houses,  buildings,  and 
lands,  shall  be  free  from  all  parochial  and  parliamentary 
taxes,  except  such  taxes,  and  to  such  amount,  as  they  were 
assessed  at  the  time  they  were  first  taken  and  applied  for  the 
purposes  of  this  act. 

XX.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when  any  such 
buildings  shall  be  agreed  to  be  erected,  repaired,  or  fitted 
up,  at  the  expence  of  the  parish,  township,  or  place,  or 
parishes,  townships,  or  places,  which  shall  adopt  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  this  act  as  aforesaid,  the  expences  thereof,  and  of 
the  purchase  of  the  land  necessary  to  be  used  for  that  pur¬ 
pose,  shall  be  paid  by  the  guardians  of  the  poor  of  such 
parish,  township,  or  place,  or  of  the  parishes,  townships, 
and  places,  where  they  shall  unite  for  those  purposes,  in  the 
proportions  to  be  settled  and  adjusted  by  the  persons,  and 
in  the  manner  directed  by  the  agreement  to  be  made  as 
aforesaid ;  and  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  visitor 
and  guardian  of  the  poor  of  any  such  parish,  township,  or 
place,  when  such  expences,  or  their  proportion  thereof, 
shall  amount  to  one  hundred  pounds  or  upwards,  to  borrow 
the  same  at  interest,  and  secure  such  money  by  a  charge 
upon  the  poor’s  rates  of  such  parish,  township,  or  place,  in 
sums  not  exceeding  fifty  pounds  each,  for  the  greater  ease 
in  discharging  the  same,  in  the  form  contained  in  the  said 
schedule,  N°  XI.,  or  to  that  or  the  like  effect ;  which  charge 
shall  continue  upon  the  said  rates  until  the  money  so  bor¬ 
rowed,  and  all  interest  for  the  same  shall  be  fully  paid  and 
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satisfied :  And  the  said  guardians  and  their  successors  shall, 
and  they  are  hereby  required  duly  to  pay  and  keep  down 
the  interest  of  such  money  so  to  be  borrowed,  for  the  use 
of  their  respective  parishes,  or  townships,  as  the  same  shall 
become  due ;  and  that  when  the  principal  shall  be  called  for, 
they  may  borrow  it  from  some  other  person  or  persons  ;  and 
the  same  shall  be  secured  to  the  person  advancing  the  same 
by  an  assignment  of  such  security  indorsed  on  the  back 
thereof,  in  the  form  contained  in  the  said  schedule,  N°  XIV. 
or  to  that  or  the  like  effect :  And  that  the  poor's  assessments 
shall  continue  at  the  same  rate  they  were  when  such  poor- 
house  was  first  established  under  the  authority  of  this  act, 
until  the  debt  so  contracted,  and  the  interest  thereof,  shall 
be  fully  discharged  :  And  that  the  said  visitor  and  guardian, 
in  order  to  expedite  such  payments,  shall,  as  soon  as  the 
savings  in  the  poor’s  accounts  shall  amount  to  a  sum  suffi¬ 
cient  to  pay  off  and  discharge  one  of  the  sums  which  shall 
have  been  borrowed,  pay  off  and  discharge  such  sum,  and 
in  like  manner  as  to  all  succeeding  savings,  until  the  whole 
debt  so  contracted  and  secured  shall  be  discharged. 

XXI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  visitor  and 
guardian  for  the  time  being  of  every  parish,  township,  and  be  incorpo- 
place,  or  of  the  several  parishes,  townships,  and  places  ratecl* 
which  shall  be  so  united  as  aforesaid,  from  and  after  they 
shall  respectively  have  adopted  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
shall  be,  and  are  hereby  respectively  declared  to  be  one 
body  politick  and  corporate,  and  to  be  called  by  the  name 
of  visitor  and  guardian,  or  visitors  and  guardians ,  of  the  poor  Their 
for  the  parish ,  township ,  or  place  of  in  the  namcs’ 

county ,  &c.  of  or  of  the  united  parishes ,  town¬ 
ships  >  or  places  of  and  in  the 

county ,  &c.  of  as  the  case  shall  be;  and  are 

hereby  authorized  and  enabled  by  that  name  to  sue  and  be 
sued,  and  to  accept,  take,  and  hold,  by  purchase  or  lease, 
any  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments  of  inheritance  or  for 
lives  or  years,  or  for  years  determinable  on  the  death  of  any 
life  or  lives,  not  exceeding  in  any  city  or  town  one  acre, 
and  not  exceeding  in  the  open  country  twenty  acres  of 
statute  measure,  for  the  scite  of  a  house  or  houses  to  be  built, 
and  for  lands  to  be  occupied,  for  the  purposes  of  this  act ; 
and  the  said  corporation  is  also  hereby  authorized  and 
enabled  to  accept,  take,  and  hold  all  voluntary  grants  and 
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donations  of  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments  of  inherit¬ 
ance,  or  for  lives  or  years,  or  for  years  determinable  on 
lives,  or  of  personal  property,  which  shall  be  made  to  them 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  poor  within  such  respective 
parishes,  townships,  or  places. 

XXII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  all  bodies  politick,  corporate,  or  collegiate, 
corporations  aggregate  or  sole,  husbands,  guardians,  trus¬ 
tees,  feoffees  in  trust,  committees,  executors,  administrators, 
and  all  other  trustees  whatsoever,  not  only  for  and  on  behalf 
of  themselves,  their  heirs  and  successors,  but  also  for  and 
on  behalf  of  their  cestuique  trusts,  whether  infants,  issue 
unborn,  lunaticks,  idiots,  femes-covert,  or  other  person  or 
persons,  and  to  and  for  all  femes-covert,  who  are  or  shall  be 
seised,  possessed  of,  or  interested  in  their  owrn  right,  and  to 
and  for  every  other  person  and  persons  whomsoever,  who 
are  or  shall  be  seised,  possessed  of,  or  interested  in  any 
lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  which  shall  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  be  purchased  or  rented  for  the  purposes  of  this  act, 
to  contract  for,  sell,  and  convey,  or  lease  the  same,  or  any 
part  thereof,  in  manner  aforesaid,  not  exceeding  the  quan¬ 
tity  aforesaid,  unto  the  said  visitor  and  guardians,  their  suc¬ 
cessors  and  assigns,  or  to  such  person  or  persons  as  they  shall 
nominate  and  appoint,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  poor- 
house,  and  the  poor  persons  within  such  parishes,  town¬ 
ships,  and  places  respectively,  and  for  all  other  the  purposes 
of  this  act. 

XXIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  sums  of 
money  wrhich  are  to  be  paid  to  any  bodies  politick,  corporate, 
or  collegiate,  corporations  aggregate  or  sole,  feoffees  in 
trust,  executors,  administrators,  husbands,  guardians,  com¬ 
mittees,  or  other  trustees  whatsoever,  for  or  on  behalf  of 
any  infant,  lunatick,  idiot,  feme-covert,  or  other  cestuique 
trust,  cr  to  any  person  or  persons  wThose  lands  are  limited  in 
strict  settlement,  for  the  purchase  of  any  lands  or  buildings 
as  aforesaid,  shall,  in  case  the  same  exceed  the  sum  of 
twenty  pounds,  by  such  bodies  politick,  corporate  or  colle¬ 
giate,  corporations  aggregate  or  sole,  feoffees  in  trust,  exe¬ 
cutors,  administrators,  husbands,  guardians,  committees,  or 
other  trustees,  person  or  persons  seised  of  lands  or  buildings 
so  limited  in  strict  settlement,  be  laid  out,  as  soon  as  conve¬ 
niently  may  be,  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  tenements,  and 
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hereditaments,  in  fee-simple,  and  conveyed  to  or  to  the  use 
of  such  bodies  politick,  corporate,  or  collegiate,  corpora¬ 
tions  aggregate  or  sole,  feoffees  in  trust,  executors,  admi¬ 
nistrators,  husbands,  guardians,  committees,  or  other  trus¬ 
tees,  or  to  and  for  such  other  person  or  persons,  and  for 
such  estates,  and  to,  for,  upon,  and  subject  to  such  uses, 
trusts,  limitations,  remainders,  and  contingencies,  as  the 
lands  for  or  in  respect  whereof  such  purchase  money  shall 
be  so  paid  as  aforesaid  were  limited,  settled,  and  assured  at 
the  time  such  purchase  was  made,  or  so  many  of  such  uses 
as  shall  be  then  existing,  and  capable  of  taking  effect ;  such 
purchases  and  settlements  to  be  made  at  the  expence  of  the 
respective  parish,  or  of  the  several  parishes  so  uniting,  in 
the  proportions  afore-mentioned,  and  charged  by  the  re¬ 
spective  guardians  of  such  parishes,  together  with  the  pur¬ 
chase  money,  in  their  accounts  ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  and 
until  such  purchase  or  purchases  shall  be  made,  the  said 
money  shall  be  placed  out  by  such  bodies  politick,  corporate 
or  collegiate,  corporations  aggregate  or  sole,  feoffees  in  trust, 
executors,  administrators,  husbands,  guardians,  committees, 
or  other  trustees,  person  or  persons,  in  some  of  the  publick 
funds,  or  on  government  or  real  security,  in  the  name 
of  two  or  more  persons,  the  one  to  be  named  by  the  party 
or  parties  interested  therein,  and  the  other  by  the  guardian, 
if  it  respects  a  single  parish  only,  and  by  the  visitor,  if  it 
respects  several  parishes,  townships,  or  places,  so  united  as 
aforesaid  ;  and  the  interest  arising  and  to  be  produced  from 
such  funds  or  securities,  and  also  the  annual  rent,  where 
the  said  premises  shall  be  rented,  shall  be  paid  to  such 
person  or  persons  respectively  as  would,  for  the  time  being, 
be  entitled  to  the  rents  and  profits  of  such  lands  or  buildings 
so  to  be  purchased  and  settled,  pursuant  to  the  tenor  and 
true  meaning  of  this  act. 

XXIV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  poor  persons  Poor  to  be 
who  shall  be  sent  to  every  such  house,  by  virtue  and  under 
the  authority  of  this  act,  shall  be  maintained  therein  at  the  ral  expence 
general  expence  of  the  respective  parishes,  townships,  and  of  thf  re~ 
places,  so  adopting  the  provisions  of  this  act  as  aforesaid,  rishes. 
according  to  the  terms,  and  in  the  proportions,  directed  and 
prescribed  by  this  act;  and  that  the  treasurer,  with  the  as¬ 
sistance  of  the  governor  of  every  such  house,  to  be  appointed 
as  aforesaid,  shall  provide  all  fit  and  necessary  provisions 
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for  the  maintenance  of  such  poor,  and  keep  an  account 
thereof ;  and  that  there  shall  be  a  meeting  of  the  guardians 
of  the  poor  of  every  such  parish,  township,  and  place,  at 
such  house  or  houses,  on  the  first  Monday  in  every  month, 
at  the  hour  of  ten  in  the  forenoon,  or  on  such  other  day  and 
hour  in  the  first  week  of  every  month,  as  the  said  guardians 
shall  at  their  first  meeting  appoint,  to  state,  examine,  inspect, 
and  adjust  the  accounts  for  the  preceding  month  :  and.  that 
at  such  meeting,  the  said  treasurer  shall  produce,  fairly 
written,  one  account  of  the  debt  incurred  in  the  preceding 
month,  for  utensils  and  materials  for  the  purpose  of  manu¬ 
facture,  and  for  furniture,  alterations,  or  repairs  of  the 
buildings,  and  also  for  the  salary  or  allowance  to  the  gover¬ 
nor  or  treasurer,  and  servants  (if  any),  in  which  account 
the  rent  of  such  house  or  houses,  buildings,  and  premises, 
if  the  same  shall  be  rented,  shall  be  charged  in  the  month 
next  after  such  rent  shall  become  due,  according  to  the 
terms  of  the  agreement  for  taking  the  same  ;  which  account, 
when  settled  and  agreed  to,  shall  be  signed  by  the  said 
guardians  attending  such  meeting  :  And  the  sums  to  be  paid 
by  each  of  such  parishes,  townships,  and  places,  on  that 
account,  shall  be  settled  and  adjusted  at  such  meeting,  in 
proportion  to  the  sums  paid  by  each  such  parishes,  town¬ 
ships,  and  places,  on  account  of  their  poor,  on  a  medium 
of  three  years  next  preceding  the  date  of  such  agreement, 
(to  be  settled  and  ascertained  at  such  first  monthly  meeting, 
in  the  manner  to  be  specified  by  the  said  agreement  so  to  be 
entered  into  for  uniting  as  aforesaid,  and  according  to  the 
mode  or  form,  and  table,  contained  or  referred  to  in  the 
said  schedule,  N°XV.),  and  in  like  manner,  and  in  the  like 
proportions,  at  every  succeeding  monthly  meeting ;  and  the 
money  shall  he  then,  or  within  one  week  after,  paid  into  the 
hands  of  the  said  treasurer,  to  be  by  him  applied  in  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  the  several  articles  and  debts  contained  in  such 
account :  And  the  said  treasurer  shall  also  at  the  same  time 
produce,  fairly  written,  one  other  account,  of  the  victuals, 
beer,  firing,  and  other  necessaries,  for  the  use  and  mainte¬ 
nance  of  the  poor,  and  of  the  governor,  at  such  house  or 
houses,  and  all  other  incidental  expences ;  which  shall  be 
then  accounted  for,  and  proportioned  by  the  said  guardians 
according  to  the  number  of  persons  which  shall  have  been 
sent  from  each  of  the  said  respective  parishes,  townships, 
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and  places,  and  for  the  time  they  shall  have  resided  in  such 
house  or  houses,  within  such  month,  according  to  the  mode 
or  form,  and  table,  and  in  the  manner,  for  that  purpose  also 
mentioned  in  the  said  schedule,  N°  XVI.;  and  the  sum  due 
from  each  parish,  township,  or  place,  shall  be  specified  at 
the  foot  of  such  account,  which  shall,  when  settled  and 
agreed  to,  be  signed  by  such  guardians,  or  the  major  part 
of  them,  and  be  afterwards  inspected  by  the  visitor,  if  not  a 
guardian,  and  allowed  by  him  if  he  shall  approve  thereof ; 
and  in  case  default  shall  be  made  in  payment  of  the  respec¬ 
tive  sums  so  proportioned  to  be  paid  in  respect  of  any  such 
parish,  township,  or  place,  for  seven  days  after  the  same 
shall  be  so  settled  and  proportioned,  and  the  money  de¬ 
manded,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  justice  of  the 
peace  for  the  limit  where  such  house  or  houses  shall  be 
situate,  upon  complaint  made  to  him  upon  oath  of  such 
default,  to  levy  the  said  respective  sums,  to  be  settled  and 
proportioned  as  aforesaid,  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods 
and  chattels  of  any  guardian  of  the  poor  for  any  such  parish, 
township,  or  place,  making  such  default ;  and  at  the  end  of 
every  year  the  account  shall  be  finally  closed,  and  the 
balances  paid  and  received  according  to  the  mode  prescribed 
by  the  said  schedule,  N1  XVI. 

XXV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  churchwarden  Penalty  on 

or  overseer  of  the  poor  of  any  parish,  township,  or  place,  " 

who  shall  have  the  custody  of  the  poor’s  rates,  assessments,  deliver  up 
or  accounts,  for  such  parish,  township,  or  place,  shall,  and 

is  hereby  required  to  produce  the  same  to  the  persons  who  proper  de- 
shall  be  nominated  in  the  agreement  contained  in  the  said  mand* 
schedule  for  uniting  parishes,  on  every  request  made  by 
them  for  that  purpose,  after  four  days  notice  thereof,  in 
order  to  enable  them  to  ascertain  the  expen  ces  relative  to 
the  poor,  on  a  medium  of  three  years,  according  to  the  di¬ 
rections,  true  intent,  and  meaning  of  this  act,  or  in  default 
thereof  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  pounds  for  every  such 
refusal  or  neglect. 

XXVI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the  guardian  Penalty  on 
of  the  poor  for  any  parish,  township,  or  place,  which  shall  lhall 
adopt  the  said  provisions  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  attend  each  neglect  to 
monthly  meeting  hereby  directed  to  be  holden,  or  send  some 
substantial  inhabitant  of  such  parish,  township,  or  place,  to  meetings, 
attend  and  answer  the  payments  for  him,  in  case  he  shall  bo 
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prevented  by  sickness,  or  other  unavoidable  accident,  from 
attending  in  person,  the  guardian  for  every  such  parish, 
township,  and  place,  making  such  default,  shall,  for  every 
such  neglect,  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  pounds,  nor 
less  than  forty  shillings. 

XXVII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  order  to  en¬ 
courage  the  salutary  and  benevolent  purposes  of  this  act,  and 
to  afford  better  accommodations  for  the  poor  at  such  poor 
houses,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  guardians  of  the 
poor,  where  any  such  poor-house  shall  be  provided,  pur¬ 
chased,  or  agreed  to  be  erected,  to  inclose  from  any  waste 
or  common  land  or  ground  lying  near  or  adjoining  thereto, 
with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  lord  of  the  manor, 
and  the  major  part  in  value  of  the  freeholders  or  persons 
having  right  of  common  thereupon,  signified  under  their 
hands  and  seals,  any  part  or  portion  of  such  waste  or  com¬ 
mon  land,  not  exceeding  ten  acres,  for  the  purpose  of 
building  upon,  or  occupying,  cultivating,  and  improving  the 
same,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  poor-house,  and  the 
poor  persons  within  the  parish,  township,  or  place,  where 
the  same  shall  be,  or  within  the  parishes,  townships,  or 
places,  which  shall  be  united  therewith  for  the  purposes  of 
this  act. 

XXVIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  person 
or  persons  to  be  sent  to  any  house  or  houses  to  be  provided 
under  the  authority  of  this  act,  shall,  at  the  time  of  his  or 
her  entering  such  house,  deliver,  or  cause  to  be  delivered, 
to  the  governor  thereof,  or  to  his  assistant,  if  any,  an  order, 
signed  by  one  of  the  guardians  of  the  poor  of  the  parish 
township,  or  place,  from  which  such  person  shall  come,  for 
the  admission  of  such  person  or  persons,  in  the  form  or  the 
effect  contained  in  the  said  schedule,  N°  XII. ;  which  order 
shall  be  carefully  kept  by  the  governor,  and  entered  by  him 
in  a  book  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose. 

XXIX.  And,  to  render  the  provisions  of  this  act  more 
practicable  and  beneficial,  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no 
person  shall  be  sent  to  such  poor  house  or  houses,  except 
such  as  are  become  indigent  by  old  age,  sickness,  or  infir¬ 
mities,  and  are  unable  to  acquire  a  maintenance  by  their 
labour ;  and  except  such  orphan  children  as  shall  be  sent 
thither  by  order  of  the  guardian  or  guardians  of  the  poor, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  visitor ;  and  except  such  chil¬ 
dren 
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dren  as  shall  necessarily  go  with  their  mothers  thither  for 
sustenance. 

XXX.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  infant  children  How  poor 
of  tender  years,  and  who,  from  accident  or  misfortune,  shall  t0  ‘be  pro_ 
become  chargeable  to  the  parish  or  place  to  which  they  vided  for. 
belong,  may  either  be  sent  to  such  poor-house  as  aforesaid, 

or  be  placed  by  the  guardian  or  guardians  of  the  poor,  with 
the  approbation  of  the  visitor,  with  some  reputable  person  or 
persons  in  or  near  the  parish,  township,  or  place,  to  which 
they  belong,  at  ,such  weekly  allowance  as  shall  be  agreed 
upon  between  the  parish  officers,  and  such  person  or  per¬ 
sons,  with  the  approbation  of  the  visitor,  until  such  child  or 
children  shall  be  of  sufficient  age  to  be  put  into  service,  or 
bound  apprentice  to  husbandry,  or  some  trade  or  occupa¬ 
tion  ;  and  a  list  of  the  names  of  every  child  so  placed  out, 
and  by  whom  and  where  kept,  shall  be  given  to  the  visitor, 
who  shall  see  that  they  are  properly  treated,  or  cause  them 
to  be  removed,  and  placed  under  the  care  of  some  other  per¬ 
son  or  persons,  if  he  finds  just  cause  so  to  do ;  and  when 
every  such  child  shall  attain  such  age,  he  or  she  shall  be  so 
placed  out,  at  the  expence  of  the  parish,  township,  or  place* 
to  which  he  or  she  shall  belong,  according  to  the  laws  in 
being  :  Provided  nevertheless,  that  if  the  parents  or  relations 
of  any  poor  child  sent  to  such  house,  or  so  placed  out  as 
aforesaid,  or  any  other  responsible  person,  shall  desire  to  re¬ 
ceive  and  provide  for  any  such  poor  child  or  children,  and 
signify  the  same  to  the  guardians  at  their  monthly  meeting, 
the  guardians  shall,  and  are  hereby  required  to  dismiss,  or 
cause  to  be  dismissed,  such  child  or  children  from  the  poor- 
house,  or  from  the  care  of  such  person  or  persons  as  afore¬ 
said,  and  deliver  him,  her,  or  them,  to  the  parent,  rela¬ 
tion,  or  other  person  so  applying  as  aforesaid :  Provided 
also,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  give  any  power  to 
separate  any  child  or  children,  under  the  age  of  seven  years, 
from  his,  her,  or  their  parent  or  parents,  without  the  consent 
of  such  parent  or  parents. 

XXXI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  idle  or  disor-  Hh*  persons 
derly  persons,  who  are  able,  but  unwilling,  to  work  or  main-  provide 
tain  themselves  and  their  families,  shall  be  prosecuted  by  for  <  their  fa- 
the  guardians  of  the  poor  of  the  several  parishes,  townships,  be‘  pTose-3  * 
and  places,  wherein  they  reside,  and  punished  in  such  man-  cuted  by  the 
ner  as  idle  and  disorderly  persons  are  directed  to  be  by  the  Suardians* 
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statute  made  in  the  seventeenth  year  of  the  reign  of  His  late 
Majesty  King  George  the  second ;  and  if  any  guardian  shall 
neglect  to  make  complaint  thereof,  against  every  such  per¬ 
son  or  persons,  to  some  neighbouring  ju  Cice  of  the  peace, 
within  ten  days  after  it  shall  come  to  his  knowledge,  he  shall, 
for  every  such  neglect,  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  five 
pounds,  nor  less  than  twenty  shillings,  one  moiety  thereof, 
when  recovered,  shall  be  paid  to  the  informer,  and  the  other 
moiety  to  be  disposed  of  as  the  other  forfeitures  are  herein¬ 
after  directed  to  be  applied. 

XXXII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  where  there 
shall  be,  in  any  parish,  township,  or  place,  any  poor  person 
or  persons  who  shall  be  able  and  willing  to  work,  but  who 
cannot  get  employment,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
guardian  of  the  poor  of  such  parish,  township,  or  place,  and 
he  is  hereby  required,  on  application  made  to  him  by  or  on 
behalf  of  such  poor  person,  to  agree  for  the  labour  of  such 
poor  person  or  persons,  at  any  work  or  employment  suited  to 
his  or  her  strength  and  capacity,  m  any  parish,  township,  or 
place,  near  the  place  of  his  or  her  residence,  and  to  main¬ 
tain,  or  cause  such  person  or  persons  to  be  properly  main¬ 
tained,  lodged,  and  provided  for,*  until  such  employment 
shall  be  procured,  and  during  the  time  of  such  work,  and  to 
receive  the  money  to  be  earned  by  such  work  or  labour,  and 
apply  it  in  such  maintenance,  as  far  as  the  same  will  go,  and 
make  up  the  deficiency,  if  any  ;  and  if  the  same  shall  happen 
to  exceed  the  money  expended  in  such  maintenance,  to  ac¬ 
count  for  the  surplus,  which  shall  afterwards,  within  one 
calendar  month,  be  given  to  such  poor  person  or  persons  who 
shall  have  earned  such  money,  if  no  further  expences  shall 
be  then  incurred  on  his  or  her  account  to  exhaust  the  same : 
And  in  case  such  poor  person  or  persons  shall  refuse  to 
work,  or  run  away  from  such  work  or  employment,  com¬ 
plaint  shall  be  made  thereof  by  the  guardian  to  some  justice 
or  justices  of  the  peace  in  or  near  the  said  parish,  township, 
or  place,  who  shall  enquire  into  the  same  upon  oath,  and  on 
conviction  punish  such  offender  or  offenders,  by  committing 
him,  her,  or  them,  to  the  house  of  correction,  there  to  be 
be  kept  to  hard  labour  for  any  time  not  exceeding  three 
calendar  months,  nor  less  than  one  calendar  month. 

XXXIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  guardian  of 
the  poor  for  any  parish,  township,  or  place,  adopting  the 
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provisions  of  this  act  as  aforesaid,  shall  provide,  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  such  parish,  township,  or  place,  suitable  and  neces¬ 
sary  clothing  for  the  persons  sent  by  him  to  such  poor-house 
as  aforesaid  ;  and  in  case  of  his  neglect  so  to  do,  the  gover¬ 
nor  or  one  of  the  guardians  of  every  such  house  shall  make 
complaint  thereof  to  some  neighbouring  justice  of  the  peace, 
who  shall  summon  the  guardian  so  making  neglect  to  appear 
before  him  to  answrer  the  said  complaint,  and  direct  him  to 
provide  such  clothing  as  shall  to  such  justice  appear  neces¬ 
sary  ;  and  if  such  guardian  shall  make  default  in  providing 
such  clothing  within  ten  days  after  such  direction,  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  such  justice  of  the  peace  to  direct  the 
governor  of  such  poor-house,  or  the  guardian  so  making 
such  complaint,  to  provide  the  same,  and  to  demand  from 
such  guardian  so  making  neglect,  the  charges  and  expences 
of  such  clothing ;  and  in  default  of  payment  thereof,  upon 
demand  made,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  justice  or 
justices  of  the  peace  to  levy  the  same,  and  the  costs  and 
charges  attending  the  recovery  thereof,  by  distress  and  sale 
of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  every  such  guardian  so  making 
default. 

XXXIV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  rules,  or¬ 
ders,  and  regulations,  specified  and  contained  in  the  sche¬ 
dule  hereunto  annexed,  shall  be  duly  observed  and  enforced 
at  every  poor-house  or  workhouse  to  be  provided  by  virtue 
of  this  act,  with  such  additions  as  shall  be  made  by  the  jus¬ 
tices  of  the  peace  of  the  limit  wherein  such  house  or  houses 
shall  be  situate,  at  some  special  session  ;  provided  that  such 
additions  shall  not  be  contradictory  to  the  rules,  orders,  and 
regulations  established  by  this  act,  and  provided  that  the 
same  be  not  repealed  by  the  justices  at  their  quarter  sessions 
of  the  peace ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  having  them  more 
generally  known,  and  more  strictly  attended  to,  the  gover¬ 
nors  of  every  such  house  or  houses  shall,  and  are  hereby 
required  to  cause  the  same  to  be  printed  in  plain  legible 
characters,  and  fixed  up  in  some  conspicuous  part  of  every 
such  house  or  houses. 

“  XXXV.  And  whereas,  by  the  said  act  of  the  ninth  of  King 
George  the  first,  directions  are  given  touching  the  application 
to  be  made  by  poor  persons,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  are 
to  be  relieved,  by  orders  from  justices  of  the  peace  ;  but,  from 
a  want  of  proper  descriptions  of  the  poor,  who  are  to  be  the 
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objects  of  such  relief,  from  a  want  of  proper  accommodations 
in  many  parishes,  townships,  and  places,  and  from  want  of 
the  means  of  enforcing  the  orders  of  the  justices  for  such  relief, 
the  said  act  hath  not  had  its  proper  effect,  and  the  poor  have 
been  frequently  reduced  to  hardships  and  distresses For  re¬ 
medy  whereof,  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  any  justice  of  the  peace,  on  complaint  made 
upon  oath,  by  or  on  the  behalf  of  any  poor  person  belonging 
to  any  parish,  township,  or  place,  that  the  guardian,  upon  ap¬ 
plication  made  to  him,  hath  refused  such  poor  person  proper 
relief,  and  after  enquiring  into  the  condition  and  circumstance 
of  such  poor  person  upon  oath,  either  to  order  him  or  her, 
by  writing  under  the  hand  of  such  justice,  some  weekly  or 
other  relief,  or  direct  such  guardian  to  send  such  poor  person 
to  the  poor-house,  in  case  he  or  she  shall  appear  a  fit  object 
to  be  kept  and  provided  for  there,  according  to  the  true 
intent  and  construction  of  this  act ;  which  order  shall  be  com¬ 
plied  with,  or  sufficient  cause  shewn  to  the  contrary,  before 
such  justice,  by  such  guardian,  within  two  days  after  he  shall 
receive  the  same;  (and  every  person  receiving  weekly  relief 
shall  wear  the  badge  directed  by  the  act  made  in  the  eighth 
and  ninth  years  of  the  reign  of  King  William  the  Third,  un¬ 
less  directed  otherwise  by  a  justice  of  the  peace,  upon  proof 
of  very  decent  and  orderly  behaviour)  ;  or,  if  it  shall  appear 
to  such  justice,  that  the  person  so  complaining,  or  on  whose 
behalf  such  complaint  is  made,  is  able  and  willing  to  work, 
but  wants  employment,  in  that  case  it  shall  and  may  be  law¬ 
ful  for  such  justice  to  order  the  guardian  to  procure  him  or 
her  maintenance  and  employment  in  the  manner  herein¬ 
before  directed ;  and  if  any  guardian  shall,  upon  due  notice 
of  any  such  order,  refuse  or  neglect  to  obey  the  same,  he 
shall,  for  every  such  refusal  or  neglect,  forfeit  the  sum  of  five 
pounds  ;  or  if  it  shall  appear  to  such  justice,  that  the  person 
making  such  complaint,  or  on  whose  behalf  such  complaint  is 
made,  is  an  idle  or  disorderly  person,  and  has  not  used  proper 
means  to  get  employment,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
justice,  after  examining  such  person,  and  hearing  the  whole 
circumstances  of  the  case,  to  commit  such  person  to  the  house 
of  correction  for  any  time  not  exceeding  three  calendar 
months,  nor  less  than  one  calendar  month ;  or  if  it  shall  ap¬ 
pear  to  such  justice,  upon  enquiry  as  aforesaid,  that  the  hus¬ 
band  or  father  of  such  person  making  complaint,  or  on  whose 
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behalf  complaint  shall  be  so  made,  for  want  of  relief,  is  an 
idle  or  disorderly  person,  able  to  work,  but  by  his  neglect  of 
work,  or  for  want  of  seeking  employment,  or  by  spending  the 
money  he  earns  in  ale-houses,  or  places^  of  bad  repute,  does 
not  maintain  his  wife  or  children,  and  suffers  them  to  be  re¬ 
duced  to  want,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  justice  of 
the  peace,  in  like  manner,  to  commit  the  husband  of  such 
poor  woman,  or  the  father  of  such  poor  child  or  children,  to 
the  house  of  correction,  for  any  time  not  exceeding  three 
calendar  months,  nor  less  than  one  calendar  month. 

XXXVI.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  Guardian 
when  any  complaint  or  application  shall  be  made  to  a  justice  summoned 
of  the  peace,  for  the  relief  of  any  poor  person,  within  any  before  the 
parish,  township,  or  place,  for  which  a  visitor  shall  be  ap-  un" 

pointed,  such  justice  shall  not  summon  the  guardian  to  appear  complain- 
before  him,  unless  application  shall  have  been  first  made,  by  j^eshal* 
the  person  so  complaining,  to  the  guardian,  and,  if  he  refuses  piied  both 
redress,  to  the  visitor,  (it  being  part  of  his  duty  to  adjust  ^  the  guar- 
matters  of  that  sort, )  who  shall  order  relief  if  he  thinks  it  ne-  visitor, 
cessary,  either  within  or  out  of  the  poor-house,  as  he  shall 
judge  right ;  but  if  sufficient  relief  shall  not  be  so  given  or 
ordered,  the  poor  person  complaining,  or  on  whose  behalf 
such  complaint  shall  be  made,  shall  be  redressed  by  such  jus¬ 
tice  in  the  manner  hereinbefore  directed. 

XXXVII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  out  of  the  Application 
penalty  hereby  inflicted  upon  the  guardian  for  disobeying  the  on" 

order  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  relief  and  maintenance  guardians, 
of  any  poor  person,  so  much  thereof  as  the  justice  of  the 
peace  who  shall  convict  such  offender  shall  direct  to  be  paid 
to  such  poor  person  to  whom  such  relief  was  ordered,  shall 
be  paid  to  him  or  her  accordingly,  and  the  remainder  applied 
In  such  manner  as  the  other  penalties  are  hereby  directed  to 
be  disposed  of. 

XXXVIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  poor  Directions 
person  shall  be  retarded  on  his  or  her  passage  through  any 
parish,  township,  or  place,  in  which  he  or  she  has  no  legal  persons  who 
settlement,  by  reason  of  his  or  her  meeting  with  any  accident, 
or  being  afflicted  with  any  dangerous  sickness  or  bodily  in-  sickness, 
firmity,  without  the  means  of  subsistence,  or  of  proceeding  to  at  3 

the  place  of  his  or  her  settlement,  the  guardian  living  near  trom 
the  place  where  such  distressed  object  shall  be,  shall,  and  is  parish, 
hereby  required,  upon  notice  thereof,  forthwith  to  provide 
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lodging,  and  suitable  nourishment  and  assistance  (and  also 
'  clothing  if  necessary)  for  such  person,  until  he  or  she  can 
be  removed  with  safety  ;  and  when  such  person  shall  be  in  a 
state  of  health  fit  to  be  removed,  shall  take  such  person  to 
some  neighbouring  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  rid¬ 
ing,  division,  city,  or  place,  where  such  person  vras  found, 
who  shall  examine  him  or  her  upon  oath,  touching  the  place 
of  his  or  her  settlement,  and  make  an  order  for  his  or  her  re¬ 
moval  thither,  if  they  think  fit :  And  the  parish  officer  who 
shall  so  receive  and  provide  for  such  person  or  persons  as 
aforesaid,  shall  make  a  charge  of  the  expences  attending  the 
same,  which  on  being  allowed  and  certified  by  the  justices 
before  whom  such  poor  person  shall  be  so  taken,  or  some 
other  neighbouring  justices  within  the  limit  where  such  per¬ 
son  was  found,  the  same  shall  be  paid  by  the  guardian  of  the 
parish,  township,  or  place,  where  such  poor  person  shall  be 
settled,  in  case  the  same  can  be  discovered,  and  shall  happen 
to  be  within  that  county,  on  demand  made  thereof,  and  on  the 
production  of  such  allowance  and  certificate  as  aforesaid,  or 
in  default  of  payment,  the  same  shall  be  levied  on  the  goods 
and  chattels  of  any  such  guardian  so  making  default,  after 
due  summons,  by  warrant  from  a  justice  of  peace  having  ju¬ 
risdiction  there ;  and  if  any  poor  and  sick  person  circum¬ 
stanced  as  aforesaid  shall  die  before  he  or  she  can  be  so  exa¬ 
mined,  or  if  any  poor  person  shall  be  found  dead  in  any 
parish  or  place  to  which  he  or  she  did  not  belong,  the  guar¬ 
dian  of  such  parish  or  place  respectively  shall,  and  is  hereby 
required  in  every  such  case,  to  cause  such  person  to  be  buried 
in  the  parish,  township,  or  place,  where  he  or  she  so  died  or 
was  found  dead,  and  shall  make  a  charge  of  the  expences  at¬ 
tending  the  same  respectively,  which  shall  be  allowed  and  cer¬ 
tified  by  a  justice  of  the  peace,  after  examining  into  the  place 
of  his  or  her  settlement,  and  shall  be  paid  by  the  guardian  of 
the  parish,  township,  or  place,  where  such  person  shall  appear 
to  have  been  settled,  if  the  same  shall  be  within  that  county  ; 
but  in  case  the  settlement  of  such  poor  persons  respectively 
cannot  be  discovered,  or  shall  not  be  within  that  county,  the 
same  shall  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  of  such  county,  riding, 
division,  city,  or  place,  where  such  person  was  so  relieved, 
on  the  production  of  such  allowance  and  certificate,  out  of  the 
county  or  publick  money  to  be  collected  within  his  limit,  and 
allowed  to  such  treasurer  in  his  accounts. 
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XXXIX.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  extend  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  alter  or 
affect  the  settlement  of  any  person  or  persons  whomsoever,  or 
to  give  any  illegitimate  child,  who  may  be  born  in  any  poor- 
house  or  workhouse  established  under  the  authority  of  this 
act,  a  settlement  in  the  parish  or  place  in  which  such  work- 
house  or  poor-house  shall  be  situated,  (but  every  such  child 
shall  be  considered  as  settled  in  the  parish  or  place  to  which 
the  mother  belongs),  or  to  alter  or  affect  any  of  the  provisions, 
directions,  rules,  orders,  or  regulations  established  by  any  act 
or  acts  of  parliament  for  the  management  and  government  of 
any  particular  house  of  industry,  or  wmrkhouse,  in  any  part 
of  this  kingdom ;  any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary 
thereof  in  anywise  notwithstanding. 

XL.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  poor  person, 
who  shall  be  sent  to  such  house  or  houses,  shall  embezzle  or 
wilfully  waste  any  of  the  goods  or  materials  committed  to  his 
or  her  care,  or  shall  take  or  carry  away,  without  permission 
of  the  governor,  any  goods  or  materials  provided  for  the  use 
of  such  house,  or  belonging  to  any  person  residing  there, 
complaint  shall  be  made  thereof  upon  oath  to  some  neigh¬ 
bouring  justice  of  peace  living  near  such  house ;  who  shall 
hear  the  same,  and  the  party  accused;  and  such  justice  is 
hereby  authorised,  upon  conviction,  to  commit  such  offender 
to  the  house  of  correction,  there  to  be  kept  to  hard  labour 
for  any  time  not  exceeding  six  calendar  months,  nor  less 
than  two  calendar  months,  as  the  said  justice  shall  think  fit 
and  direct. 

/ 

“  XLI.  And  whereas  itfrequently  happens  that  poor  children, 
pregnant  women,  orpoorpersons  afflicted  with  sicknessor  some 
bodily  infirmity,  are  enticed,  taken,  or  conveyed,  by  parish 
officers,  or  other  persons,  from  one  parish  or  place  to  another, 
without  any  legal  order  of  removal,  in  order  to  ease  the  one 
parish  or  place,  and  to  burthen  the  other  with  such  poor  per¬ 
sons  For  remedy  whereof,  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when 
any  guardian,  or  other  person  or  persons,  shall  so  entice,  take, 
convey,  or  remove,  or  cause  or  procure  to  be  so  enticed, 
taken,  conveyed,  or  removed,  any  such  poor  person  or  per¬ 
sons,  from  one  parish  or  place  to  another,  which  shall  adopt 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  without  an  order  of  removal  from 
two  justices  of  the  peace  for  that  purpose,  every  person  or 
persons  so  offending  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit 
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a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  pounds,  nor  less  than  five 
pounds. 

XLII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  visitor, 
guardian,  or  governor,  shall  sell  or  furnish  any  materials, 
goods,  clothes,  victuals,  or  provisions,  or  do  any  work  in 
his  trade  for  the  use  of  any  workhouse,  poor-house,  or  poor 
persons,  within  any  parish,  township,  or  place,  for  which 
he  shall  be  so  appointed  to  act,  or  be  concerned  in  trade  or 
interest  with  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  sell,  provide, 
do,  or  furnish  the  same,  he  shall,  for  every  such  offence, 
forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  pounds,  nor  less  than 
five  pounds,  on  being  duly  convicted  thereof  by  a  justice  of 
the  peace. 

XLIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  the  guardians  of  the  poor  of  any  parish,  town¬ 
ship,  or  place,  which  shall  adopt  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  persons,  within  such  parish, 
township,  or  place,  qualified  as  hereinbefore  mentioned, 
obtained  at  a  publick  meeting  held  for  that  purpose,  to  sell 
or  dispose  of  any  house,  cottage,  or  building,  which  shall 
have  been  erected  or  purchased  for  the  use  of  any  poor 
person  or  persons,  at  the  expence  of  such  parish,  township, 
or  place,  and  apply  the  money  arising  therefrom  for  the 
purposes  of  this  act ;  and  also  to  remove,  by  order  from  a 
justice  or  justices  of  the  peace,  the  person  or  persons  who 
shall  inhabit  the  same,  or  any  other  house  or  dwelling  rented 
or  provided  at  the  expence  of  such  parish,  township,  or 
place,  if  he,  she,  or  they  refuse  to  quit,  after  receiving 
fourteen  days  notice  for  that  purpose. 

XLIV.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  extend  to  or  affect,  or  be 
deemed,  construed,  or  adjudged  to  extend  to  or  affect,  any 
parish,  township,  or  place,  which  shall  not  agree  to  adopt 
the  provisions  herein  contained,  in  the  manner  hereby  di¬ 
rected  and  prescribed ;  any  thing  herein  contained  to  the 
contrary  thereof  notwithstanding. 

XLV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  penalties  in¬ 
flicted  by  this  act  shall  be  recovered  before  one  or  more 
justice  or  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  jurisdiction  where  the 
offender  dwells  ;  who  shall,  upon  conviction,  in  default  of 
payment,  after  due  summons,  and  demand  made,  cause  the 
same  to  be  levied  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  offender’s  goods 

and 
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and  chattels,  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  under  the  hand  and  seal 
of  any  justice  of  the  peace  having  jurisdiction  where  such 
offender  shall  dwell,  rendering  to  the  said  offender  the  over¬ 
plus  (if  any)  after  the  charges  of  such  distress  and  sale 
shall  be  deducted ;  and  in  case  sufficient  distress  shall  not 
be  found,  then,  and  in  every  such  case,  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  to  and  for  any  such  justice  of  the  peace  to  commit 
such  offender  to  the  house  of  coryection,  there  to  remain, 
without  bail  or  mainprize,  for  any  space  not  exceeding  six 
calendar  months,  nor  less  than  one  calendar  month  ;  and 
that  every  such  penalty  and  forfeiture,  if  not  hereby  other¬ 
wise  directed  to  be  disposed  of,  shall  be  paid  to  the  treasurer 
of  every  such  house  or  houses,  where  any  such  shall  be 
established  under  the  authority  of  this  act,  to  be  applied  by 
him  towards  defraying  the  monthly  expences  of  victuals, 
beer,  firing,  and  other  necessary  provisions  for  the  poor 
within  such  house  or  houses. 

v  XL VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  person  ag¬ 
grieved  by  the  act  of  any  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace 
out  of  sessions,  in  or  concerning  the  execution  of  this  act, 
may  appeal  to  the  next  general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace 
for  the  county,  riding,  liberty,  division,  precinct,  or  dis¬ 
trict,  wherein  such  act  was  done,  giving  eight  days  notice 
thereof  to  the  party  against  whom  the  complaint  shall  be 
made,  and  giving  security,  by  recognizance,  to  be  acknow¬ 
ledged  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  with  a  sufficient  surety, 
to  pay  the  cost*  attending  such  appeal,  if  the  matter  shall 
be  determined  against  the  appellant ;  and  the  justices  at 
such  quarter  sessions  are  hereby  authorized  to  hear  and 
determine  such  appeal,  and  to  award  costs,  for  or  against 
the  appellant,  as  they  shall  see  just  cause  so  to  do ;  which 
determination  shall  be  final,  and  shall  not  be  removed  by 
certiorari. 

XLVII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  shall  be 
deemed  and  taken  to  be  a  publick  act ;  and  shall  be  judi¬ 
cially  taken  notice  of  as  such  by  all  judges,  justices,  and 
other  persons  whomsoever  without  specially  pleading  the 
same. 
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SCHEDULE 

Containing  the  forms  of  proceedings  referred  to  by  the 

aforesaid  act. 


NB I. 

Form  of  agreement  at  a  publiclc  meeting ,  for  a  single  parish  or 
township  to  adopt  the  provisions ,  rules,  and  regulations  of 
an  act,  made  in  the  twenty-second  year  of  George  the  third , 
for  the  better  relief  and  employment  of  the  poor. 

IT  is  agreed,  at  a  publick  meeting  duly  holden  this 
day  of  at  in  the  county  of 

pursuant  to  the  directions  of  an  act,  made  in  the  twenty- 
second  year  of  King  George  the  third,  for  the  better  relief 
and  employment  of  the  poor,  that  the  parish  [or  township] 
of  [fl-s  the  case  shall  be~\  shall  from  henceforth 

adopt,  in  all  respects,  the  provisions,  rules,  orders,  and  re¬ 
gulations,  and  comply  with  all  the  requisites  prescribed  by 
the  said  act ;  and  that  our  workhouse  \jf  there  is  one~\  shall 
be  immediately  fitted  up  and  accommodated  for  the  purposes 
mentioned  in  the  said  act.  \_If  there  is  none.]  We  will 
forthwith  provide  a  proper  workhouse,  either  by  erecting  a 
new  one,  or  hiring,  altering,  and  fitting  up  buildings  suit¬ 
able  to  the  purpose,  at  some  convenient  place,  wfithin  our 
parish,  el  cetera.  And  we  recommend  to  the  consideration 
of  the  justices  and  as  fit  and  proper 

persons  for  guardians  of  the  poor;  and  '  and 

as  fit  and  proper  persons  for  governors  of  the  poor-house, 
for  the  said  parish,  township,  et  cetera;  [as  the  case  shall  be.~\ 
Given  under  our  hands,  et  cetera. 

NJ II. 

Form  of  consent  and  approbation  of  the  justices. 

WE  A.  13.  and  C.  D.  esquires,  two  of  Ilis  Majesty’s  jus¬ 
tices  of  the  peace  for  the  county,  et  cetera,  of  [<2$ 

the  case  shall  be~\  considering  the  parish  or  township,  et  cetera , 
of  within  the  said  county,  et  cetera,  to  be  of  mag¬ 

nitude  suilicient  to  have  a  workhouse  provided  within  it  for 

the 
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the  reception  and  employment  of  the  poor,  and  to  adopt 
the  provisions  of  the  a<5t  (for  the  better  relief  and  employment 
of  the  poor)  passed  in  the  twenty-second  year  of  the  reign 
of  King  George  the  third,  do  hereby  give  our  approbation 
and  consent  thereto,  pursuant  to  the  directions  of  the  said 
act ;  and  we  do  also  agree  to  the  salaries  fixed  by  the  said 
agreement  to  be  paid  to  the  guardian  and  governor. 

Given  under  our  hands,  this  day  of 

N5  III. 

Form  of  agreement ,  at  the  publick  meeting ,  for  two  or  more 
parishes ,  townships ,  or  places ,  to  unite  in  adopting  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  act  made  in  the  twenty-second  year  of  King 
George  the  third ,  for  the  better  relief  and  employment 
of  the  poor. 

IT  is  agreed  at  a  publick  meeting,  duly  held  this 
day  of  at  in  the  county 

of  pursuant  to  the  directions  of  the 

said  act,  That  the  parish  [or  township]  of  Tfli 

the  case  shall  be~\  shall,  from  henceforth,  in  conjunction  with 
the  parishes  or  townships  of  and 

[as  the  case  shall  be ]  adopt  in  all  respects  the  provisions, 
rules,  orders,  and  regulations,  and  comply  with  all  the  re¬ 
quisites  prescribed  by  the  said  act  for  parishes  uniting  for 
those  purposes ;  and  that  a  convenient  workhouse,  and  other 
buildings  and  necessary  conveniences,  shall  be  immediately 
provided  at  or  near  and  properly  fitted  up 

and  accommodated  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  said 
act :  And  we  recommend  to  the  consideration  of  the  justices 
of  the  limit  wherein  such  workhouse  will  be  situate,  A.  Z?., 
C.  Z).,  and  E.  F.,  as  fit  and  proper  persons  qualified  for 
guardians  of  the  poor ;  and  G.  i/.,  I.  K .,  and  L.  M.,  as  fit 
persons  to  be  governors  of  the  poor-house  for  the  said 
parish  [or  township,  as  the  case  shall  be'] ;  and  do  agree  to 
allow  the  person  who  shall  be  appointed  guardian  a  salary  of 

per  annum  for  his  trouble  in  execut¬ 
ing  that  office ;  and  to  the  person  who  shall  be  appointed 
governor  of  the  poor-house  a  salary  of  for 

his  trouble  in  executing  that  office. 
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N°  IV. 

Form  of  agreement  for  uniting  the  parishes  [or  townships,  as 
the  case  shall  be]  of  A.,  B.,  C.,  and  D for  the  purpose  of 
providing  a  house  or  houses,  and  the  better  maintaining  and 
employing  their  poor,  pursuant  to  the  statute  of  the  twenty - 
second  year  of  King  George  the  Third. 

IT  is  agreed,  this  day  of 

by  and  between  the  guardians  of  the  poor  of  the  parishes  of 

and  „  and  of 

the  townships  of  and 

in  the  county  of  (which  maintain  their 

own  poor  separate  and  distinct  from  the  other  parts  of  their 
respective  parishes)  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed, 
pursuant  to  the  opinion  of  two  third  parts  in  number  and 
value  as  aforesaid,  of  the  owners  or  occupiers  of  lands,  tene¬ 
ments,  and  hereditaments  assessed  to  the  poor’s  rates  within 
such  respective  parishes  and  townships,  at  meetings  duly 
held  for  that  purpose,  qualified  according  to  the  directions 
of  the  act  passed  in  the  twenty-second  year  of  the  reign  of 
His  Majesty  King  George  the  Third,  and  with  the  approba¬ 
tion  of  A .  B.  and  C.  D.  two  justices  of  the  peace,  according 
to  the  directions  of  the  said  act,  that  the  said  respective 
parishes  and  townships  shall  be  united  for  the  better  main¬ 
taining  and  employing  their  poor;  and  that  a  convenient 
house  or  houses,  with  proper  buildings  and  accommodations 
thereto,  and  with  lands  fit  for  gardens,  orchards,  and  the 
keeping  of  a  cow  or  cows,  shall  be  built,  [purchased,  or 
hired,  as  shall  be  found  most  suitable~\  at  or  near 
for  the  reception  and  accommodation  of  the  poor,  as  soon  as 
conveniently  may  be,  and  if  hired,  the  same  shall  be  rented 
upon  such  terms  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  between  the 
guardians  of  the  poor  of  the  said  several  parishes  and  town¬ 
ships,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  and  the  person  or  persons 
owning  or  being  authorised  to  let  such  buildings,  lands,  and 
premises  ;  but  no  such  agreement  shall  be  made  for  a  longer 
term  than  twenty-one  years  unless  the  guardian  or  guardians 
shall  have  an  option  to  vacate  it  at  the  end  of  that  term, 
on  giving  twelve  months  notice  in  writing  of  his  or  their 
intentions  so  to  do,  nor  for  a  shorter  term  than  three  years ; 
and  such  houses  shall  be  fitted  up  and  made  convenient  for 

the 
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the  purposes  aforesaid,  at  the  expence  of  the  landlords  [or 
tenants,  as  shall  be  agreed  between  them ];  that  the  rents  of 
the  said  houses,  the  expences  of  fitting  up,  making  addi¬ 
tions  or  alterations,  [where  they  shall  be  agreed  to  be  paid 
by  the  tenants, ]  and  of  the  furniture  thereof,  and  also  the 
utensils  and  materials  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  employ¬ 
ing  the  poor,  and  the  wages  and  allowances  to  be  paid  to  the 
governor  of  the  house,  shall  be  paid  by  the  said  several 
guardians  in  their  due  proportions,  according  to  the  amount 
of  the  money  raised  by  the  poor’s  rates  for  their  several 
parishes  and  townships,  in  respect  of  their  poor,  on  a  me¬ 
dium  of  three  years  preceding  such  agreement;  and  that  , 
such  proportion  shall  be  ascertained  by  and 

whom  we  have  nominated  for  that  purpose, 
and  shall  be  paid  by  the  guardians  of  the  poor  of  the  said 
respective  parishes  and  townships,  to  the  person  who  shall 
be  authorized  to  receive  the  same,  within  seven  days  after 
the  same  shall  be  so  ascertained ;  and  that  the  money  earned 
by  the  labour  of  such  poor  shall  be  brought  to  the  credit  of 
that  account  a,t  the  end  of  every  year:  That  the  expences 
of  victuals,  beer,  and  firing,  for  the  poor  and  the  governor, 

[and  for  the  assistants,  when  any  shall  be  found  necessary, 
in  every  such  house  or  houses,  with  all  other  small  inci¬ 
dental  expences,  shall  be  proportioned,  at  the  end  of  every 
month,  according  to  the  number  of  poor  which  shall  be  sent 
from  each  of  the  said  respective  parishes,  townships,  and 
places,  and  for  the  .time  they  shall  have  resided  there  within 
such  month :  That  the  guardians  of  the  poor  of  any  of  the 
said  parishes,  townships,  or  places,  shall  be  at  liberty  to 
withdraw  from  this  agreement  at  the  end  of  the  first  three 
years,  or  any  succeeding  three  years,  on  giving  twelve 
months  notice  of  such  their  intention  if  it  shall  be  so  deter- 
mined  by  three  fourth  parts  of  the  owners  or  occupiers  of 
lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  assessed  to  the  poor’s 
rates,  and  qualified  as  aforesaid  at  a  publick  meeting,  sum¬ 
moned  by  due  notice  as  aforesaid,  specifying  the  occasion  of 
such  meeting  ;  and  in  such  case,  they  shall  receive  one  half 
of  their  due  proportion,  to  be  ascertained  by  the  persons  * 

above  named,  or  such  other  persons  as  the  parties  shall  agree 
upon  for  that  purpose,  of  the  value  of  the  furniture,  stock, 
utensils,  and  implements,  then  remaining  at  such  poor 
house  after  paying  their  proportions  of  the  rent,  and  of  the 
yol.  ir.  [p]  salaries 
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salaries  to  the  governor  and  other  officers,  to  the  end  of 
the  then  growing  year;  and  that  the  guardians  of  the  poor 
of  each  parish,  township,  and  place,  shall  provide  suitable 
and  convenient  clothing  for  the  poor,  to  be  sent  to  the  said 
house  or  houses,  from  their  respective  parishes,  townships, 
or  places,  and  charge  the  expences  thereof  in  their  accounts. 
And  we  recommend  to  the  justices  of  the  limit  where  such 
house  is  to  be  situated,  A .  B.>  C.  D.,  and  E.  F .,  as  persons 
duly  qualified  for  the  office  of  visitor  of  the  said  poor-house, 
and  /.  K.,  L.  M.,  and  N.  0.,  as  persons  duly  qualified  for 
the  office  of  governor  of  the  said  poor-house. 

We  A.  B.  and  C.  D.  the  justices  of  peace  men-' 
tioned  in  the  within-written  agreement,  do 
hereby  give  our  approbation  to  the  parishes 
and  places  herein-named  being  united  for  the  > 
purposes  of  the  act  within  mentioned. 

Witness  our  hands,  this  day 

of  j 

N°  V. 

*  * 

Form  of  entry  to  be  made  by  the  clerk  of  the  peace  or  town 

clerk . 

BE  it  remembered,  That  on  the  day  of 

A .  B .  deposited  in  my  hands  a  copy  of  the  agreement  made 
between  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the 
parishes  or  townships  of  and 

£ as  the  case  shall  be~\  in  the  county,  et  cetera ,  [ns  the  case 
shall  be~\  of  for  uniting  in  hiring,  purchasing,  or 

building  houses,  at  or  near  in  the  said  county, 

et  cetera ,  and  providing  for  the  maintenance  and  employment 
of  a  certain  description  of  poor  persons  belonging  to  the 
said  parishes,  townships,  and  places,  pursuant  to  the  statute 
made  in  the  twenty-second  year  of  the  reign  of  His  Majesty 
King  George  the  Third. 

N°  VI. 

Form  of  a  notice  for  the  meeting . 

NOTICE  is  hereby  given,  That  a  publick  meeting,  to 
consult  the  owners  or  occupiers  of  lands,  tenements,  or  here¬ 
ditaments,  assessed  after  the  rate  of  five  pounds  per  annum , 

12  about 
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about  hiring,  purchasing,  or  building  [as  the  case  shall  be] 
a  house  or  houses,  and  providing  for  the  maintenance  and 
employment  of  the  poor,  pursuant  to  the  statute  of  the 
twenty-second  year  of  George  the  Third,  will  be  held  at 
the  day  of  at 

in  the  forenoon. 

N°  VII. 

Form  of  appointment  of  a  guardian, 

WE  A.  B.  and  C.  D.  two  of  His  Majesty’s  justices  of  the 
peace  for  the  county  of  acting  for  the  hundred, 

et  cetera ,  of  in  the  said  county,  do  hereby 

appoint  E.  F.  of  to  execute  the  office  of 

guardian  of  the  poor  for  the  parish,  et  cetera ,  of 
within  the  said  hundred,  et  cetera ,  for  one  year,  to  be  com¬ 
puted  from  to  which  he  has  been  recom¬ 
mended  at  a  publick  meeting  holden  the  day  of 

pursuant  to  the  directions  of  the  act,  passed  in 
the  twenty-second  year  of  the  reign  of  His  Majesty  King 
George  the  Third,  for  the  better  relief  and  employment  of 
the  poor. 

Given  under  our  hands,  this 
day  of 

[  The  like  form  for  visitor,  only  varying  the  descrip - 
tion  of  the  office,  and  when  appointed  for  united 
parishes ,  et  cetera,  name  them.'] 

[  The  like  form  for  appointing  a  governor  and  trea¬ 
surer,  only  varying  that  of  a  treasurer,  by  adding,  to 
which  he  has  been  recommended  by  the  guardians.] 

-  -  N°  VIII. 

Form  of  a  draft  by  the  guardian  on  the  churchwarden  or 
overseer  appointed  to  collect  the  poor's  rates. 

To  A.  B.  Collector  of  the  Poor’s  Rates  of  the  Parish  [or 
township]  of  [as  the  case  shall  be.] 

YOU  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  pay  to  C,  D . 
the  sum  of  for  [  here  describe  the  occasion  of 

the  payment,  whether  for  house  rent,  clothing,  or  for  weekly 
relief  of  poor  persons,  et  cetera,  et  cetera ,  as  the  case  shall  be,] 
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and  take  his  receipt  for  the  same,  which  will  be  your  discharge 
for  such  payment.  Dated  this  day  of 

E.  F. 

Guardian  of  the  poor  for  the  parish 
[or  township]  aforesaid. 

N°  IX. 

Form  of  appointment  of  a  deputy  visitor . 

I  A.  B .  visitor  of  the  poor  and  poor-house  for  the  parish, 
township,  et  cetera ,  of  [or  for  the  united  parishes, 

townships,  et  cetera ,  of  and  ] 

in  the  county  of  do  hereby  nominate  and 

appoint  C.  D.  to  be  my  deputy  visitor  and  assistant,  during 
my  will  and  pleasure,  pursuant  to  the  power  given  to  me  by 
an  act,  passed  in  the  twenty-second  year  of  the  reign  of  His 
Majesty  King  George  the  Third,  (intituled,  An  act  for  the 
letter  relief  and  employment  of  the  poor,)  and  authorize  him 
to  discharge  the  duty  required  of  him  by  the  said  act. 

Witness  my  hand,  this  day  of 

X. 

Form  of  certificate  of  serving  the  office  of  visitor . 

I,  A.  B.  one  of  His  Majesty’s  justices  of  the  peace  for  the 
county,  et  cetera ,  [as  the  case  shall  be ]  of  do 

hereby  certify,  That  C.  D.  of  in  the 

said  county,  hath  been  appointed  to,  and  is  now  serving, 
the  office  of  visitor  of  the  poor  for  the  parish  or  township 
of  [or  for  the  parishes  and  townships 

of  ]  in  the  said  county  [<25  the 

case  shall  be ]  pursuant  to  the  direction  of  the  act  passed  in 
twenty-second  year  of  the  reign  of  His  Majesty  King  George 
the  Third.  Dated  this  day  of 

N°  XI. 

Form  of  security  for  money  borrowed. 

BY  virtue  of  an  act  made  in  the  twenty-second  year  of  the 
reign  of  His  Majesty  King  George  the  Third,  ( intituled,  An  act 
for  the  belter  relief  and  employment  of  the  poor, )  we  A .  B. 
visitor,  and  C.  D.  guardian  of  the  poor  for  the  parish  [or 
township,  as  the  case  shall  be]  of  £ .  in  the  county,  city 
et  cetera,  of  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of 

1  c  t« 
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to  us  in  hand  paid  by  for  the  purpose  of  pur¬ 

chasing,  building,  erecting,  repairing,  fitting  up,  or  furnish¬ 
ing,  etcetera ,  [as  the  case  shall  be~]  a  convenient  house,  build¬ 
ings,  and  offices,  for  the  reception,  accommodation,  and  em¬ 
ployment  of  the  poor  of  the  said  parish  or  township,  and  for 
providing  suitable  stock  and  utensils  for  that  purpose,  do 
hereby  charge  the  poor’s  rates  to  be  hereafter  made,  and  the 
several  sums  of  money  to  be  raised  thereupon,  within  the 
said  parish  [or  township,  as  the  case  shall  be ]  with  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  said  principal  sum,  and  interest  after  the  rate  of 
per  centum  per  annum ,  half-yearly,  as  the 
same  shall  become  due. 

N°  XII. 

Form  of  order  for  admission  of  paupers. 

To  the  governor  of  the  poor-house  at  E. 

YOU  are  hereby  ordered  and  required  to  receive  A .  B, 
[describe  his  or  her  age ,  and  'whether  married  or  single~\  a 
poor  person  belonging  to  the  parish  [or  township,  as  the  cade 
shall  be~\  of  in  the  county  of  D.  into 

the  poor-house  at  E .,  and  to  accommodate  and  provide  for 
such  person  in  a  proper  manner,  according  to  the  rules  and 
establishment  of  the  said  house. 

Given  under  my  hand,  this  day 

of 

H.  B.  * 

Visitor,  [or  guardian,  as  the  case  shall  be.~\ 

* 

N>  XIII. 

Form  of  the  Justice's  direction  to  excuse  the  badge . 

I  A,  B.  a  justice  of  peace  for  the  county  [riding,  division, 
et  cetera ,  as  the  case  shall  be~\  of  having  received 

proof  upon  oath  before  me,  that  C.  D.  a  poor  person  receiv¬ 
ing  weekly  relief  from  the  parish,  [township,  etcetera ,  as  the 
case  shall  be~\  of  in  the  county,  et  cetera ,  of 

is  a  person  of  very  decent  and  orderly  behaviour,  do 
hereby  direct  the  guardian  [or  overseer,  if  no  guardian ]  of 
the  poor  for  the  said  parish,  et  cetera ,  to  omit  putting  the 
badge  upon  the  coat  [or  gown,  if  a  female ]  of  the  said  C.  Z>. 
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and  to  excuse  his  [or  her]  wearing  the  same,  as  long  as 
he  [or  she]  shall  continue  to  behave  orderly  and  decently* 
Dated  this  day  of 


N°  XIV. 

Form  of  the  transfer  of  the  security  for  the  money  advanced . 

IDO  transfer  this  security,  with  all  my  right  and  title  to 
the  principal  money  hereby  secured,  and  to  all  the  interest 
now  due,  or  hereafter  to  be  due,  unto  C.  D.  his  executors, 
administrators,  and  assigns.  Dated  this  day  of 

A.  B. 

Witness,  E.  F. 

N°  XV. 


Mode  of  adjusting  thefrst  account  mentioned  in  the  act,  re¬ 
specting  utensils ,  materials,  furniture,  rent ,  et  cetera. 

LET  it  be  supposed  that  the  parishes  or  townships  of  A., 
B .,  C.,  and  D.  have  agreed  to  be  united  under  the  authority 
of  the  act ;  and  that  E.  and  F .  are  the  persons  named  in  the 
agreement  as  arbitrators,  or  referees,  to  settle  and  adjust  the 
proportions  which  each  parish  or  place  is  to  pay. 

It  will  be  necessary  for  E.  and  F.  at  their  first  meeting,  to 
call  upon  the  officers  of  every  such  parish,  township,  or  place? 
for  their  assessments  and  accounts,  in  order  to  see  what  they 
have  paid  to  their  poor,  on  a  medium  of  three  years  preced¬ 
ing  the  agreement ;  who  are  required  by  the  act  to  produce 
them  under  a  penalty  for  refusal. 

When  the  arbitrators  have  got  these  materials,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  separate  and  deduct  every  matter  which  does 
not  relate  to  the  poor ;  for  instance,  money  paid  to  the 
county  rates,  or  for  the  expences  of  the  constable,  head- 
borough,  or  militia,  which  are  all  now  included  in  the  poor’s 
rates  ;  and,  as  some  of  these  parishes  may  have  had  expences 
occasioned  by  litigation  about  settlements  and  removals,  and 
others  may  not,  they  should  exclude  all  such  expences  in  the 
account. 

When  the  accounts  havebeen  so  inspected  and  examined,  and 
the  proper  deductions  made,  they  may  be  supposed  to  appear : 

That 
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That  A.  has  paid  for  the  first  of  the  three  years  —  65  7  6 

for  the  second  year  —  87  2  — 

for  the  third  year  —  105 - 

Making  together  257  9  6 

A  third  part  of  which  sum  (being  A.’s  medium), 

will  be  —  —  —  —  85  16  6 

Let  Bi s  payments  be  calculated  in  the  same 
manner,  which  may  be  supposed  to  amount,  on 

the  medium  of  three  years,  to  —  —  —  no - 

CVs  Do.  to  —  —  —  —  —  97 - 

Dis  Do.  to  —  —  —  —  —  140  —  — 

The  total  amount  of  the  annual  payments  will  be  432  16  6 

Suppose  the  month’s  expences  paid  by  the  several  parishes 
under  the  above  heads,  according  to  the  directions  of  the  act, 
should  amount  to  <€300,  the  question  will  be  if  £432  166, 

(the  total  medium  of  all  the  parishes),  require  ^300,  what 
will  ^85  166  require?  When  that  shall  be  worked  by  the 
rule  of  three,  multiplying  the  third  number  by  the  second, 
and  dividing  it  when  so  multiplied  by  the  first,  the  answer 
will  be, 

That  A.’s  proportion  amounts  to  —  —  59  9  5 

Bis  proportion,  when  worked  in  the  same 

manner,  will  be  —  —  —  —  76  5  — 

C.’s  Do.  —  —  —  —  — -  67  47 

_D.’s  Do.  —  —  —  —  - —  97  1  — 

Making  together  the  whole  sum  expended  300  —  — 

When  those  medium  sums  shall  be  settled  and  proportioned 
at  their  first  meeting,  there  will  be  no  occasion  to  repeat 
that  trouble  afterwards,  as  the  first  sum  will  be  the  same  on 
all  future  calculations ;  and  to  prevent  trouble  in  adjusting 
the  proportions  at  every  monthly  medium,  at  every  poor 
house,  soon  after  the  first  medium  proportions  shall  be  so 
ascertained,  there  shall  be  a  table  fixed,  calculating  the  pro¬ 
portions  of  each  parish,  township,  or  place,  to  any  given  sum, 
from  the  smallest  to  the  greatest,  that  is,  likely  to  be  ex¬ 
pended  in  that  district  within  the  month ;  which  will  make 
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every  account  clear  and  easy  to  the  meanest  understanding, 
and  will  be  liquidated  in  an  instant. 


N°  XYI. 

Mode  of  adjusting  the  second  account  mentioned  in  the  act , 

respecting  the  victuals ,  beer ,  firing,  and  other  necessaries. 

AS  soon  as  the  agreement  is  made  for  uniting  several 
parishes,  &c.  the  guardians  shall  meet  and  consider  what 
will  be  a  proper  weekly  sum  to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the 
treasurer  for  every  person  admitted  into  the  poor-house,  esti¬ 
mating  it  as  near  as  they  can  to  the  probable  expence  of 
maintaining  them ;  the  guardians  should  pay  to  the  treasurer, 
at  every  monthly  meeting,  what  shall  be  due  for  every  such 
person,  upon  that  calculation,  for  the  time  he  has  been  kept 
there  in  the  month  preceding ;  and  in  order  to  avoid  frac¬ 
tions,  if  any  person  shall  have  been  there  four  days  or  more, 
in  any  of  the  weeks,  it  should  be  considered  as  a  full  week, 
and  if  less  than  four  days,  no  charge  should  be  made  for  it : 
That  in  order  to  avoid  difficulties  in  adjusting  the  account,  a 
table  should  be  provided,  in  like  manner  as  before,  and  fixed 
up  in  the  house,  with  proper  columns  for  the  number  of  per¬ 
sons,  the  number  of  weeks,  and  the  total  amount,  according 
to  the  weekly  sum  so  agreed  upon ;  by  which  that  account 
will  likewise  be  settled  without  the  least  trouble  or  difficulty. 

The  several  monthly  sums  paid  by  each  parish  on  this 
second  account,  and  also  the  gross  sums,  should  be  entered 
in  the  treasurer’s  books  ;  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  it  should 
be  computed  whether  the  payments  by  the  several  parishes 
have  amounted  to  more,  or  less,  than  the  sum  expended ; 
if  to  more  the  guardian  of  each  parish  should  receive,  if  to 
less,  he  should  pay  his  proportion  thereof  to  the  treasurer, 
to  be  computed  according  to  the  first  account,  as  directed  by 
the  act. 


Rules, 
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Rules,  Orders,  Bye-laws,  and  Regulations,  to  be  ob¬ 
served  and  enforced  at  every  Poor  House  to  be  pro¬ 
vided  and  established  under  the  authority  of  the  act 
of  the  twenty-second  year  of  King  George  the  Third. 

First.  THAT  the  several  persons  who  shall  be  sent  to  any 
such  poor-house,  who  are  capable  of  doing  any  work,  shall 
be  employed  by  the  governor  in  some  labour  which  may  be 
best  suited  to  their  strength  and  capacit}^ 

Second.  That  the  governor  shall  take  particular  care  to 
keep  the  said  house,  and  the  several  apartments  therein,  and 
also  the  several  persons  who  shall  inhabit  the  same,  clean  and 
wholesome ;  and  for  that  purpose  he  shall  employ  such  of 
the  said  poor  persons  who  shall  be  sent  thither,  whom  he 
shall  think  most  able  and  best  qualified  for  the  offices,  to 
assist  him  therein,  and  also  in  the  providing  and  dressing 
victuals  for  the  use  of  such  poor  persons ;  and  if  any  such 
poor  person  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  perform  the  work  or 
labour  in  which  he  or  she  shall  be  so  employed,  or  shall 
be  directed  to  do  by  the  governor,  every  such  person  shall 
be  punished  by  confinement,  or  alteration  of  diet,  in  such 
manner  as  the  governor  shall  direct ;  and  for  a  second  offence 
of  the  like  sort,  complaint  thereof  shall  be  made  to  some 
justice  of  the  peace  for  the  limit,  who,  on  conviction,  shall 
commit  such  person  to  the  house  of  correction  for  any 
time  not  exceeding  two  calendar  months,  nor  less  than  one 
calendar  month. 

Third.  That  the  apartments  in  the  house  or  houses  to  be 
provided  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  adapted  so  as  to  accommodate 
the  poor  who  shall  be  sent  thither  in  the  best  manner  they 
are  capable. — That  the  governor  shall  place  in  the  best 
apartments  such  poor  persons  who,  having  been  creditable 
housekeepers,  are  reduced  by  misfortune,  in  preference  to 
those  who  are  become  poor  by  vice  and  idleness ;  and  that 
separate  apartments  shall  be  provided  for  the  reception  of 
the  sick  and  distempered  poor,  and  an  apothecary  or  surgeon 
to  be  sent  for  to  attend  them  when  there  shall  appear  neces¬ 
sity  for  it,  at  the  expence  of  the  parish  or  place  to  which 
such  poor  persons  belong. 

Fourth.  That  such  poor  persons  who  are  able  to  work, 
shall  be  called  up  by  ring  of  bell,  and  set  to  work  by  six  in 
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the  morning  from  Lady-day  to  Michaelmas ,  and  by  eight 
from  Michaelmas  to  Lady-day ;  and  continue  until  four  in 
the  afternoon  from  Michaelmas  to  Lady-day ,  and  from  Lady- 
day  to  Michaelmas  till  six  in  the  afternoon  (meal  times  and 
times  for  reasonable  recreation  excepted ) ;  and  if  any  such 
poor  person  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  do  such  work  as  shall 
be  allotted  him  or  her,  or  wilfully  spoil  the  same,  or  depart 
from  such  house  without  leave  from  the  governor,  or  shall  be 
guilty  of  any  disorder  or  disobedience  to  these  rules  and 
orders,  the  governor  shall  reprove  such  person  for  the  same, 
and  punish  him  or  her  by  confinement  or  alteration  of  diet, 
as  the  said  governor  shall  think  fit ;  and  if  such  person  shall 
be  guilty  of  the  like  offence  a  second  time,  the  governor  shall 
complain  thereof  to  the  visitor  of  such  house,  who  is  hereby 
authorized  to  order  the  punishment  of  confinement  to  be  in¬ 
creased  to  such  degree  as  he  shall  think  fit. 

Fifth.  That  the  governor  shall  enter  in  a  book  to  be  kept 
by  him,  an  account  of  the  household  goods,  linen,  furniture, 
and  utensils,  provided  for  the  said  house ;  and  also  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  materials  bought  for  manufacture,  and  of  the 
goods  manufactured  there ;  which  shall  be  laid  before  the 
guardians  at  their  monthly  meeting,  and  before  the  visitor 
whenever  he  comes  to  such  house. 

Sixth.  That  the  governor  shall  visit  the  several  persons 
maintained  in  such  house  or  houses,  and  their  apartments, 
once  at  least  in  every  day ;  and  shall  take  care  that  there  is 
no  waste  of  fire,  candles,  or  provisions ;  and  shall  see  that 
the  fires  and  candles  are  put  out  at  the  hours  fixed  for  such 
persons  going  to  bed,  which  shall  be  at  eight  of  the  clock 
between  Michaelmas  and  Lady-day ,  and  nine  between  Lady- 
day  and  Michaelmas.  1 

Seventh.  That  when  any  person  shall  die  in  the  house,  the 
governor  shall  take  care  that  the  body  of  such  person  be  im¬ 
mediately  removed  into  some  separate  apartment,  and  be 
decently  buried,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be ;  and  also 
take  care  of  the  clothes  and  goods  of  such  person,  and  deliver 
them  to  the  guardian  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  or  place  to 
which  such  person  did  belong,  who  is  to  pay  the  charges  of 
the  funeral  of  such  poor  person. 

Eighth.  That  no  poor  person  be  permitted  to  go  out  of  the 
poor-house,  nor  any  person  permitted  to  come  into  such 
house  or  houses,  except  the  persons  maintained  and  em- 
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ployed  there,  without  the  permission  of  the  governor ;  and 
that  no  spirituous  liquors  be  permitted  to  be  drank  in  such 
house  or  houses  ;  and  that  no  other  liquors  shall  be  brought 
thither,  without  the  permission  of  the  said  governor. 

Ninth,  That  the  rules,  orders,  and  bye-laws  shall  be  pub¬ 
licly  read  by  the  governor  to  all  the  poor  persons  kept  in  such 
house  or  houses,  once  at  least  in  every  month. 

Tenth,  That  all  the  poor  persons  able  to  go  to  church,  shall 
attend  divine  service  every  Sunday. 

Eleventh.  That  the  governor  shall  dismiss  from  the  poor- 
house  or  workhouse,  every  person  who  shall,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  guardian  or  guardians,  be  thought  improper  to  con¬ 
tinue  longer  there,  and  upon  an  order  from  him  or  them  for 
that  purpose. 


[28  Geo.  III.  Cap.  49.] 

An  Act  to  enable  Justices  of  the  Peace  to  act  as  \such9  in 
certain  Cases ,  out  of  the  Limits  of  the  Counties  in  which 
they  actually  are. 

“WHEREAS  the  administration  of  justice  is  frequently 
y  »  obstructed  for  want  of resident  justices  of  the  peace,  and 
might  be  much  furthered  in  case  the  justices  acting  for  two  or 
more  adjoining  counties  are  enabled  to  act  for  the  same,  if  per¬ 
sonally  present  in  either  of  those  in  which  they  act For  remedy 
whereof,  in  future,  may  it  please  Your  Majesty  that  it  may  be 
enacted ;  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  King’s  most  excellent  Ma¬ 
jesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual 
and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  present  parliament  assem¬ 
bled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That,  from  and  after 
the  passing  of  this  act,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  jus¬ 
tice  or  justices  of  the  peace,  acting  as  such  for  any  two  or 
more  counties  being  adjoining  counties,  to  act  as  a  justice  or 
justices  of  the  peace  in  all  matters  and  things  whatsoever, 
concerning  or  in  any-wise  relating  to  any  or  either  of  the  said 
counties ;  and  that  all  act  or  acts  of  such  justice  or  justices  of 
the  peace,  and  the  act  and  acts  of  any  constable  or  other  of¬ 
ficer  in  obedience  thereto,  shall  be  as  valid,  good,  and  effectual 
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in  the  law,  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever,  as  if  such 
act  or  acts  of  the  said  justice  cr  justices,  had  been  done  in  the 
county  or  counties  to  which  such  act  or  acts  more  particularly 
relate ;  and  all  constables  and  other  officers  of  the  said  county 
or  counties  to  which  such  act  or  acts  relate,  are  hereby  au¬ 
thorized  and  required  to  obey  the  warrants,  orders,  directions, 
act  and  acts  of  such  justice  or  justices  so  granted,  given,  and 
done,  and  to  do  and  perform  their  several  offices  and  duties, 
under  the  pains  and  penalties  to  which  any  constable  or  other 
officer  may  be  liable  for  a  neglect  of  duty :  Provided  always, 
that  such  justice  or  justices  be  personally  resident  in  one  of 
the  said  counties  at  the  time  of  doing  such  act  or  acts  :  Pro¬ 
vided  also,  that  the  warrants,  orders,  or  directions,  so  to  be 
given  and  granted,  be  directed  and  given  in  the  first  instance 
to  the  constable  or  other  officer  of  the  county  to  which  the 
same  more  particularly  relate. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  any  constable,  tythingman,  headborough,  or 
other  peace  officer,  or  any  other  person  or  persons  apprehend¬ 
ing  or  taking  into  custody  any  person  or  persons  offending 
against  law,  and  whom  they  lawfully  may  and  ought  to  appre¬ 
hend  and  take  into  custody  by  virtue  of  his  or  their  office  or 
offices,  or  otherwise  howsoever,  to  convey  and  take  the  per¬ 
son  or  persons  so  apprehended  or  taken  into  custody  as  afore¬ 
said,  to  any  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace  acting  for  the  said 
county,  and  resident  in  such  adjoining  county,  as  aforesaid ; 
and  the  said  constables,  tythingmen,  headboroughs,  and  other 
peace  officers,  and  all  and  every  other  person  or  persons,  are 
hereby  authorized,  empowered,  and  required,  in  all  such 
cases,  so  to  act  in  all  things  as  if  the  said  justice  or  justices 
of  the  peace  was  or  were  resident  within  the  said  county  to 
which  they  respectively  belong  ;  and  all  and  every  person  or 
persons  obstructing  or  hindering  the  said  constables,  tything¬ 
men,  headboroughs,  or  other  peace  officers,  in  the  execution 
of  their  respective  offices,  in  the  said  county  or  counties  ad¬ 
joining  as  aforesaid,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  made  liable  to 
the  same  pains  and  penalties,  for  such  obstruction  and  hin¬ 
drance  of  the  said  officers  in  the  execution  of  their  respective 
offices,  as  if  the  same  had  been  committed  in  the  county  for 
which  the  said  constables,  tythingmen,  headboroughs,  or  other 
peace  officers,  -were  appointed  to  act. 


III.  And 


out  of  the  Limits  of  their  Counties. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  any  sheriff,  or  other  person  or  persons  deputed 
by  him,  or  acting  under  his  authority,  constable,  headborough, 
tythingman,  or  other  peace  officer,  or  any  other  person  or 
persons  lawfully  taking  into,  or  having  in  his  or  their  custody 
respectively,  any  person  or  persons  offending  against  law, 
and  whom  he  or  they  may  or  might  lawfully  convey  to  gaol, 
or  any  place  of  safe  custody,  to  convey  or  take  the  said  per¬ 
son  or  persons  so  in  custody  as  aforesaid,  into  and  through 
any  part  or  parts  of  the  said  county  or  counties  so  adjoining 
in  their  way  to  such  gaol  or  place  of  safe  custody  within  the 
county  wherein  such  offence  was  done  or  committed ;  and  all 
and  every  person  or  persons  escaping  from  such  custody  as 
aforesaid,  or  aiding  or  assisting  such  escape  or  escapes,  or 
rescuing  such  person  or  persons  so  in  custody  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  subject  to  the  like  pains  and  penalties  for  such  escape 
or  escapes,  and  for  such  aid  and  assistance  so  given  as  afore¬ 
said,  and  for  such  rescue  and  rescues,  as  if  the  said  escape  or 
escapes  had  happened,  or  such  aid  and  assistance  had  been 
given,  or  such  rescue  or  rescues  made,  in  the  county  wherein 
such  offence  was  done  or  committed. 

“  IV.  And  whereas  by  an  act  passed  in  the  ninth  year  of  the 
reign  of  King  George  the  First,  intituled,  An  act  for  amend¬ 
ing  the  lam  relating  to  the  settlement ,  employment ,  and  relief 
of  the  poor,  provision  is  made  for  enabling  justices  of  the 
peace,  dwelling  in  any  city,  or  other  precinct,  being  a  county  of 
itself,  situate  within  a  county  at  large,  to  act  as  such  justices 
for  the  county  at  large,  at  certain  places  within  such  city,  town, 
or  other  precinct :  And  whereas  such  provisions  have  been 
found  beneficial  to  the  publick  ;  but  doubts  have  arisen  with 
respect  to  the  construction  of  the  said  act  in  certain  cases;’'  For 
the  removing  whereof,  be  it  enacted,  That,  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  justice 
or  justices  of  the  peace,  acting  for  any  county  at  large,  to 
act  as  such  at  any  place  within  any  city,  town,  ©r  other  pre¬ 
cinct,  being  a  county  of  itself,  and  situate  within,  surrounded 
by  or  adjoining  to  any  such  county  at  large ;  and  that  all 
and  every  such  act  and  acts,  matters  and  things,  done  by 
such  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  said  county  at 
large,  within  such  city,  towm,  or  other  precinct,  shall  be  as 
valid  and  effectual  in  the  law,  as  if  the  same  had  been  done 

within 
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within  the  said  county  at  large,  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
whatsoever :  Provided  always,  that  nothing  in  this  act  con¬ 
tained  shall  extend  to  give  power  to  the  justices  of  the  peace 
for  any  county  at  large,  not  being  justices  for  such  city,  town, 
or  other  precinct,  or  any  constable  or  other  officer  acting 
under  them,  to  act  or  intermeddle  in  any  matters  or  things 
arising  within  any  such  city,  town,  or  precinct  in  any  manner 
whatsoever. 


[30  Geo.  III.  Cap.  49.] 

Art  Act  to  impovoer  Justices ,  and  other  Persons ,  to  visit 
Parish  Workhouses  or  Poor  houses,  and  examine  and  cer¬ 
tify  the  State  and  Condition  of  the  Poor  therein  to  the 
Quarter  Sessions . 
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“  HEREAS  the  laws  now  in  being  forthe  regulating  pa- 
*  *  rish  workhouses  or  poorhouses  have  been  found  in  cer¬ 
tain  instances  deficient  and  ineffectual,  especially  w  hen  the  poor 
in  such  houses  are  afflictedwith  contagious  or  infectious  diseases, 
in  which  cases  particular  attention  to  their  lodging,  diet,  cloth¬ 
ing,  bedding  and  medicines,  is  requisite Be  it  therefore  en¬ 
acted  by  the  King’s  most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  wTith  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and 
commons,  in  this  present  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That,  from  and  after  the  twenty-ninth 
day  of  September ,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety, 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  any  of  His  Majesty’s  jus¬ 
tices  of  the  peace,  or  any  physician,  surgeon,  or  apothecary, 
for  that  purpose  authorized  by  warrant  under  the  hand  and 
seal  of  any  such  justice  or  justices,  or  for  the  officiating 
clergyman  of  the  parish  or  place,  duly  authorized  as  afore¬ 
said,  at  all  times,  in  the  day  time,  to  visit  any  parish  w'ork- 
house,  or  house  kept  or  provided  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
poor  of  any  parish  or  place,  within  the  county,  riding,  liberty, 
or  division,  wherein  such  justice  or  justices  shall  be  resident 
and  shall  have  jurisdiction,  to  examine  into  the  state  and  con¬ 
dition  of  the  poor  people  therein,  and  the  food,  clothing, 
and  bedding  of  such  poor  people,  and  the  state  and  condition 

of 
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of  such  house  01*  houses ;  and  if  upon  any  such  visitation  the 
said  justice  or  justices,  or  persons  duly  authorized  as  afore¬ 
said,  shall  find  any  cause  or  occasion  of  complaint,  that  then 
and  in  such  case  such  justice  or  justices,  or  persons  duly  autho¬ 
rized  as  aforesaid,  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered,  if  he  or  they  shall  think  fit,  to  certify  the  state 
and  condition  of  such  workhouse  or  poorhouse,  and  the  state 
of  the  poor  therein,  and  of  their  food,  clothing,  and  bedding, 
to  the  next  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  to  be  held  for  such 
county,  riding,  liberty,  or  division,  wherein  such  workhouse 
or  poorhouse  shall  be  situate,  under  his  or  their  hands  and 
seals  respectively ;  and  such  justice  or  justices,  or  other  per¬ 
sons  duly  authorized  as  aforesaid,  shall  cause  the  overseers 
of  the  poor,  or  master  or  governor  of  the  said  workhouse  or 
poorhouse  of  such  parish  or  place,  to  be  summoned  to  appear 
at  the  same  sessions,  to  answer  such  complaint ;  and  the  jus¬ 
tices  assembled  at  such  quarter  sessions,  on  hearing  the  par¬ 
ties  on  any  such  complaint,  shall  and  may,  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  to  make  such  orders  and  regulations,  for 
the  removing  of  any  cause  of  complaint  contained  in  such  cer¬ 
tificate  as  aforesaid,  as  to  them  shall  seem  meet ;  and  all  the 
parties  concerned  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  abide 
by  and  perform  such  orders  and  regulations  as  shall  be  so 
made  by  the  justices  at  the  said  sessions. 

II.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  au¬ 
thority  aforesaid,  That  in  case  any  justice  or  justices  of  the 
peace,  or  persons  duly  authorized  by  warrant  as  aforesaid, 
shall,  upon  any  such  visitation,  find  any  of  the  poor  in  any 
parish  workhouse  or  poorhouse  afflicted  with  any  contagious 
or  infectious  disease,  or  in  want  of  immediate  medical  or  other 
assistance,  or  of  sufficient  and  proper  food,  or  requiring  sepa¬ 
ration  or  removal  from  the  other  poor  in  the  said  house,  then 
and  in  such  case  or  cases,  if  such  visitation  shall  be  made  by 
a  justice  of  the  peace,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for 
such  justice,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  and  required  to  apply 
to  one  or  more  other  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace  in  the 
county,  riding,  liberty,  or  division,  and  certify  to  him  or  them 
the  state  and  condition  of  the  poor  in  such  parish  workhouse 
or  poorhouse ;  or  if  such  visitation  shall  be  made  by  the  per¬ 
sons  duly  authorized  as  aforesaid,  then,  and  in  such  case  or 
cases  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  such  persons,  and 
they  are  hereby  directed  and  required  to  apply  to  two  or 
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more  justices  of  the  peace  in  such  county,  riding,  liberty,  or 
division ;  and  thereupon  the  said  justices  shall  and  may  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  to  make  such  order  for  the  im¬ 
mediate  procuring  medical  or  other  assistance,  or  of  sufficient 
and  proper  food,  or  for  the  separation  or  removal  of  such  poor 
as  shall  be  afflicted  with  any  contagious  or  infectious  disease, 
in  such  manner  as  they  the  said  justices,  under  their  hands 
and  seals,  shall  think  proper  to  direct,  until  the  next  quarter 
sessions  of  the  peace  to  be  held  in  and  for  the  said  county, 
riding,  liberty,  or  division,  wherein  such  workhouse  or  poor- 
house  shall  be  situate  ;  at  which  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace 
the  said  two  justices  are  to  certify  the  same,  under  their  hands 
and  seals  respectively,  to  the  justices  assembled  at  such  quar¬ 
ter  sessions,  who  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  make 
such  order  for  the  further  relief  of  the  poor  in  such  parish 
workhouse  or  poorhouse,  as  to  the  justices  assembled  at  such 
quarter  sessions  shall  seem  meet  and  proper ;  and  the  charges 
and  expences  of  relieving  such  poor  shall  be,  and  is  hereby 
directed  to  be  paid  out  of  the  poor’s  rate  of  such  parish,  in 
such  manner  as  the  said  justices  assembled  at  such  quarter 
sessions  shall  direct. 

III.  Provided  always,*  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  any  poorhouse  or 
workhouse  in  any  district  or  districts  wrhich  have  been,  or  may 
be  hereafter  incorporated  or  regulated  by  any  special  act  or 
acts  of  parliament, 


[32  Geo.  III.  Cap. 45.] 

An  Act  to  explain  and  amend  an  Act ,  made  in  the  Seven¬ 
teenth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  His  late  Majesty  King  George 
the  Second ,  intituled ,  An  Act  to  amend  and  make  more 
effectual  Hhe  laws  relating  to  Rogues,  Vagabonds,  and 
other  idle  and  disorderly  Persons,  and  to  Houses  of 
Correction.  - 

u  TT  7  HERE  AS  great  abuses  are  committed  in  conveying, 
V  V  from  one  place  to  another  by  passes,  persons  who  are  not 
rogues  or  vagabonds,  or  in  conveying  such  persons  who  are 

rogues 
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rogues  and  vagabonds  without  complying  with  the  directions  of 
the  act  passed  in  the  seventeenth  year  of  the  reign  of  I  lis  late 
Majesty  King  George  the  Second,  intituled,  An  act  to  amend  Geo- 
and  make  more  effectual  the  laws  relating  to  rogues ,  vaga -  ^ted/' 
bonds ,  and  other  idle  and  disorderly  persons ,  and  to  houses  of 
correction ;  which  said  act  directs  that  such  persons  only  shall 
be  conveyed  by  a  pass,  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  a  justice  of 
peace  who  shall  have  been  first  publickly  whipt  or  confined  in 
the  house  of  correction:  And  whereas  the  said  act  in  other  re¬ 
spects  requires  to  be  amended May  it  therefore  please  Your 
Majesty  that  it  may  be  enacted ;  and  be  it  enacted  by  the 
King’s  most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in 
this  present  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,'That,  when  any  justice  of  the  peace  shall  order  to  Rogues  cu¬ 
be  conveyed  by  a  pass,  under  his  hand  and  seal,  any  rogue  v^a^ldts0 
or  vagabond,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  said  act  such  be  conveyed 
rogue  or  vagabond  shall  be  either  publickly  whipt,  or  be  by  Pjsses> 
sent  to  the  house  of  correction,  there  to  remain  until  the  next  ufe  recited 
general  or  quarter  sessions,  or  for  any  such  less  time  as  such  act,  to  be 
justice  of  the  peace  shall  think  proper ;  provided  that  such 
less  time  shall  be  at  the  least  for  the  space  of  seven  days,  and  confined  in 
that  such  justice  of  the  peace  shall  certify,  in  the  pass  by  a  bouse.  of 
which  such  person  shall  be  ordered  to  be  conveyed,  that  such  &c. 
person  has  been  actually  publickly  whipt,  or  confined  in  the 
house  of  correction  for  at  least  the  space  of  seven  days  :  pro¬ 
vided  also,  that  no  person  shall  be  so  whipt  or  imprisoned, 
and  conveyed  by  a  pass  as  a  rogue  or  vagabond,  who  shall 
not  have  committed  an  act  of  vagrancy  within  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  the  said  act,  and  who  shall  not  have  been 
convicted  thereof. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  No  reward 

That  no  justice  of  the  peace  shall  order  any  reward  to  be  paid  *°  be  paKl 
to  any  constable  or  other  person,  for  apprehending  any  rogue  hending 
or  vagabond,  until  such  rogue  or  vagabond  shall  have  been  r°s^n°dr 
punished  as  hereby  directed,  and  until  the  examination  re-  untn  they 
quired  by  the  aforesaid  act  be  actually  transmitted  to  the  sha11  have 
next  general  or  quarter  sessions,  there  to  be  filed  and  kept  nf8heC*c* 
on  record.  -  « 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  No 

1  hat  whenever  any  female  shall  be  guilty  of  any  olfence,  for  to  be  whipt. 
which  she  shall  be  convicted  as  a  rogue  and  a  vagabond,  or 

vol.  ii.  [q]  .  incorrigible 
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Convicts 

discharged 


incorrigible  rogue,  before  any  justice  of  the  peace,  or  the 

court  of  general  or  quarter  sessions,  in  no  case  whatever, 

such  justice,  or  court  of  general  or  quarter  sessions,  shall 

inflict  the  punishment  of  whipping  upon  such  female  rogue 

and  vagabond,  or  incorrigible  rogue ;  any  law  or  statute  to 

the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

from  prison,  That  any  of  His  Majesty’s  judges  at  the  assizes,  and  the  jus- 

and  persons  tices  at  the  general  or  quarter  sessions,  or  any  justice  of 
acquitted  at  .  0  *  J  J 

assizes,  the  peace,  is  and  are  hereby  impowered  to  order,  whenever 

may  be  be  er  they  shall  think  proper,  any  convict,  upon  his  discharge 

passes, "&c.!)’Y  ^rom  prison,  to  be  conveyed  by  pass  under  hand  and  seal,  in 
manner  and  form  directed  by  the  aforesaid  act,  and  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  provisions  therein  contained ;  and  the  judge,  jus¬ 
tices,  or  justice  aforesaid,  is  or  are  also  empowered  to  convey 
by  pass  any  person  who  shall  be  acquitted  at  the  assizes,  or 
general  or  quarter  sessions,  or  discharged  by  proclamation  or 
otherwise,  who  shall  of  himself  or  herself,  or  by  any  other 
person  in  his  or  her  behalf,  apply  to  the  court  whereat  he  or 
she  has  been  acquitted  or  discharged,  or  to  any  justice  of  the 
peace,  to  be  conveyed  as  aforesaid;  and  the  judge,  justices, 
or  justice,  aforesaid,  shall  certify  in  such  pass  that  the  per¬ 
son  so  conveyed  was  discharged  from  prison,  or  a  person 
acquitted,  or  otherwise  discharged,  at  the  assizes  or  sessions, 
as  the  case  may  be  ;  and  such  convict,  or  person  acquitted 
or  discharged,  shall  pay  no  fee  whatever  for  such  pass. 

“  V.  And  whereas  the  present  mode  of  conveying  vagrants 
in  the  custody  of  a  constable  is  frequently  insufficient,  from 

Be  it  therefore 


of  houses  of 

correction, 

&c. 


Justices 
may  order 

be°conveyed  the  misconduct  and  negligence  of  constables 
by  masters  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  justices  of  the 
peace,  at  the  general  or  quarter  sessions  held  for  any  county, 
riding,  city,  borough,  town  corporate,  division,  or  liberty, 
or  any  adjournment  thereof,  shall  be  empowered  to  make  an 
order  that  all  rogues  and  vagabonds  apprehended  in  their 
respective  counties,  ridings,  cities,  boroughs,  towns  corpo¬ 
rate,  divisions  or  liberties,  and  who  are  ordered  to  be  con¬ 
veyed  by  pass,  shall  be  conveyed  by  the  master  of  the  house 
of  correction,  or  his  servants,  or  by  a  constable,  as  such 
justices  at  the  general  or  quarter  sessions,  or  any  adjourn¬ 
ment  thereof,  shall  think  proper  ;  and  such  justices  shall  also 
be  empowered  to  make  an  order,  if  they  think  proper,  that 
all  constables  to  whom  rogues  or  vagabonds  brought  from 

another 
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another  county,  riding,  city,  borough,  town  corporate,  divi¬ 
sion,  or  liberty,  are  delivered,  shall  forthwith  convey  such 
rogues  and  vagabonds  to  the  nearest  house  of  correction  in 
their  county,  riding,  city,  borough,  town  corporate,  division, 
or  liberty,  to  be  afterwards  forwarded  by  the  master  of  the 
house  of  correction,  or  his  servants,  as  aforesaid,  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  provisions  of  the  said  recited  act. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  any  county,  riding,  city, 
borough,  town  corporate,  division,  or  liberty,  shall  and  may, 
at  the  general  or  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace,  from  time  to 
time,  limit,  appoint,  and  direct  what  rates  and  allowances 
per  mile,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  made  for  the  passing,  con¬ 
veying,  or  maintaining  of  rogues,  vagabonds,  or  incorrigible 
rogues,  to  be  passed  or  conveyed  as  aforesaid,  and  may  like¬ 
wise  make  such  other  orders,  rules,  and  directions,  for  the 
more  regular  proceeding  or  acting  therein,  within  their 
respective  limits  and  jurisdictions,  as  they  in  their  dis¬ 
cretion  shall  think  proper ;  which  rates,  allowances,  orders, 
rules,  and  directions,  shall  from  time  to  time  be  observed 
and  submitted  to  by  all  justices  of  the  peace,  constables, 
officers,  and  other  persons  within  the  said  limits  and  juris¬ 
dictions  respectively. 

“  VII.  And  whereas  soldiers  travelling  from  one  place  to 
another,  having  a  certificate  from  their  officers,  or  the  secre¬ 
tary  at  war,  are  permitted  to  beg,  and  that  mariners  or  sea¬ 
faring  men  discharged  are  licensed  to  beg,  by  some  testimonial 
or  writing  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  : 
And  whereas  such  permission  to  beg  is  highly  improper  Be 
it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  every 
soldier  and  mariner  wandering  abroad  and  begging,  shall  be 
deemed  a  rogue  and  vagabond,  within  the  meaning  of  the 
said  act. 

“  VIII.  And  whereas  several  persons,  by  their  wilful  default 
and  neglect,  permit  their  wives  and  children  to  become  charge¬ 
able  to  their  respective  parishes  and  townships;”  Be  it  therefore 
enacted,  That  if  it  shall  be  made  appear  to  any  two  justices 
of  the  peace,  that  any  poor  person  shall  not  use  proper 
means  to  get  employment,  or,  if  he  is  able  to  work,  by  his 
neglect  of  work,  or  by  spending  his  money  in  alehouses  or 
places  of  bad  repute,  or  in  any  other  improper  manner,  shall 
not  apply  a  proper  proportion  of  the  money  earned  by  him 
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towards  the  maintenance  of  his  wife  and  family,  by  which 
wilful  default  or  neglect  they,  or  any  of  them,  shall  become 
chargeable  to  their  parish  or  township,  he  shall  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  an  idle  and  disorderly  person,  and  be  subject  to 
such  punishment,  and  in  such  manner,  as  is  directed  for  idle 
and  disorderly  persons  by  the  aforesaid  act.* 

- irtlfiBB"' - 

[32  Geo.  III.  Cap.  57.] 

An  Act  for  the  further  Regulation  of  Parish  Apprentices . 

“  TI  THERE  AS  by  an  act,  passed  in  the  forty-third  year 
43  Eliz.  V  V  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth ,  intituled,  An  Act 

c*  2*  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  it  is  (amongst  other  things)  enacted, 
That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  churchwardens  and  overseers 
of  the  poor  of  any  parish,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  by  the 
assent  of  two  justices  of  the  peace,  to  bind  any  children,  whose 
parents  they  shall  judge  to  be  not  able  to  keep  and  maintain 
such  children,  to  be  apprentices,  where  they  shall  see  conve- 
vient,  till  such  man-child  should  come  to  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  years,  and  such  woman-child  to  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  or  the  time  of  her  marriage,  the  same  to  be  as  effec¬ 
tual  to  all  purposes,  as  if  such  child  were  of  full  age,  and  by 
indenture  of  covenant  bound  him  or  herself :  And  whereas  by 
an  act,  made  in  the  eighth  and  ninth  years  of  the  reign  of 
S  k  9  W.III.  King  William ,  intituled,  An  act  for  supplying  some  defects  in 
c  .30.  and  tfie  iam  por  ijie  relief  of  the  poor  of  this  kingdom  ;  after  re¬ 
citing,  that,  there  being  doubts  whether  the  persons  to 
whom  such  children  were  to  be  bound,  under  and  by  virtue 
of  the  said  statute  of  the  forty-third  year  of  the  reign  of 
Queen  Elizabeth ,  were  compellable  to  receive  such  children 
as  apprentices,  that  law  had  failed  of  its  execution,  it  was 
therefore  enacted,  That  where  any  poor  children  should 
be  appointed  to  be  bound  apprentices,  pursuant  to  the  said 
act  of  Queen  Elizabeth ,  the  persons  to  whom  they  are  so 
appointed  to  be  bound  apprentices,  shall  receive  and  provide 
for  them  according  to  the  indenture  signed  and  confirmed 
by  the  two  justices  of  the  peace,  and  also  execute  the  other 
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part  of  the  said  indentures,  under  the  penalty,  in  case  of  re¬ 
fusal,  of  the  forfeiture  of  ten  pounds  for  every  such  offence, 
to  be  levied  of  the  goods  of  the  offender,  in  the  manner  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  said  act :  And  whereas  by  an  act  passed  in  the 
eighteenth  j^ear  of  the  reign  of  His  present  Majesty,  intituled, 

An  act  to  amend  such  part  of  an  act ,  made  in  the  forty-third  lZGeo  III. 
year  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  intituled ,  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor,  as  relates  to  the  binding  of  parish  appren¬ 
tices ,  it  was  enacted,  That  when  any  man-child  should  be 
bound  to  be  an  apprentice,  by  virtue  of  the  said  act  made  in 
the  forty-third  year  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth ,  such 
child  shall  be  bound  to  be  an  apprentice  for  no  longer  term 
than  till  he  shall  come  to  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  :  And 
whereas  in  such  indentures  of  apprenticeship,  it  hath  been 
usual  to  insert  several  agreements  and  covenants  to  be  done 
and  performed  by  the  several  parties  thereto ;  (that is  to  say), 
an  agreement  on  the  part  of  the  apprentice  that  he  will  faith¬ 
fully  serve  his  master  during  the  term  of  such  apprenticeship ; 
and  also  several  covenants  on  the  part  of  the  master,  for  him¬ 
self,  his  executors  and  administrators,  that  he  the  said  mas¬ 
ter  will  teach  or  cause  to  be  taught  such  apprentice  in  the 
business  of  husbandry,  or  in  the  craft,  mystery,  or  occupation 
which  such  master  then  useth,  as  the  case  may  be  ;  and  that 
such  master  shall  also,  during  the  term  of  such  apprentice¬ 
ship,  find  and  allow  unto  such  apprentice  sufficient  meat, 
drink,  apparel,  lodging,  and  all  other  things  needful  for  an 
apprentice,  during  such  term :  And  whereas,  in  the  event  of 
the  death  of  the  master  during  the  term  of  such  apprentice¬ 
ship,  the  agreement  for  service  on  the  part  of  the  apprentice 
is  at  an  end,  but  the  covenant  for  maintenance  on  the  part 
of  the  master  still  continues  in  force,  as  far  as  the  master’s 
assets  will  extend,  or  doubts  have  arisen  with  respect  thereto, 
and  in  consequence  thereof,  such  apprentices  do  frequently 
on  the  death  of  their  master  leave  their  master’s  house,  and, 
after  living  in  idleness,  return  again  and  become  a  burden 
on  their  master’s  effects,  and  so  from  time  to  time  as  they 
think  proper,  which  is  attended  with  great  inconvenience  and 
hardship  to  the  family  and  personal  representatives  of  such 
master,  and  is  at  the  same  time  an  inducement  to  such  ap¬ 
prentice  to  continue  in  a  disorderly  and  idle  course  of  life : 

And  whereas  the  several  powers  given  to  justices  of  the 
peace  for  the  better  ordering  of  parish  apprentices,  by  the 
several  acts  of  parliament  made  for  that  purpose,  do  cease 
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and  determine  on  the  death  of  the  master,  for  which  a 
remedy  ought  to  be  provided:  And  whereas  several 
other  regulations  are  necessary  to  be  made  respect¬ 
ing  parish  apprentices Be  it  therefore  enacted  by 
the  King’s  most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  ad¬ 
vice  and  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and 
commons,  in  this  present  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
July  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  in  case  of 
the  death  of  any  master  or  mistress  of  any  parish  apprentice, 
during  the  term  of  such  apprenticeship,  upon  the  binding 
out  of  which  apprentice  no  larger  sum  than  five  pounds 
has  been  or  shall  be  paid,  such  covenant  as  is  before  men¬ 
tioned  for  the  maintenance  of  such  apprentice,  inserted  in 
the  indenture  of  apprenticeship  by  which  such  apprentice 
shall  have  been  or  shall  be  bound,  shall  not  continue  and  be 
in  force  for  and  during  any  longer  time  than  for  three  calen¬ 
dar  months  next  after  the  death  of  such  master  or  mistress, 
and  that  during  such  three  calendar  months  such  appren¬ 
tice  shall  continue  to  live  with  and  serve  as  an  apprentice, 
the  executors  and  administrators  of  such  master  or  mistress, 
some  or  one  of  them,  or  such  person  or  persons  as  such 
executors  or  administrators,  some  or  one  of  them,  shall 
appoint ;  and  the  master  or  mistress  whom  such  apprentice 
shall  accordingly  serve  during  the  said  three  calendar 
months,  and  also  such  apprentice  shall  during  that  time 
be  subject  and  liable  to  all  the  laws  which  are  or  shall  be  in 
force  for  the  better  government  and  regulation  of  masters 
and  parish  apprentices:  And  that  in  all  such  parish  inden¬ 
tures  of  apprenticeship  as  aforesaid,  which  shall  be  made 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  July  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-two,  there  shall  be  annexed  to  the 
covenants  in  such  indentures  to  be  entered  into  on  the  part 
of  the  master  or  mistress  of  such  apprentice,  for  such  main¬ 
tenance  as  aforesaid,  a  proviso  declaring,  that  such  cove¬ 
nant  shall  not  be  made  to  continue  and  be  in  force  for  any 
longer  time  than  for  three  calendar  months  next  after  the 
death  of  such  master  or  mistress,  in  case  such  master  or 
mistress  shall  die  during  the  term  of  such  apprenticeship; 
which  proviso  may  be  in  the  form  or  to  the  effect  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  schedule  hereunto  annexed,  and  marked  with 
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the  letter  A.  and  in  case  such  proviso  shall  happen  to  be 
omitted  in  any  such  indenture,  the  covenant  therein  con¬ 
tained  on  the  part  of  the  master,  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
apprentice,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  continue  and  be 
in  force  for  no  longer  time  than  for  three  calendar  months 
next  after  the  death  of  such  master  or  mistress,  in  case 
such  master  or  mistress  shall  die  during  the  term  of  such 
apprenticeship ;  any  thing  in  any  such  covenant  to  the  con¬ 
trary  notwithstanding. 

“  II.  And  whereas  it  is  just  and  reasonable,  that  such  appren¬ 
tice  as  aforesaid,  in  case  of  his  master’s  death  during  his  ap¬ 
prenticeship,  should  be  obliged,  during  the  term  of  his  ap¬ 
prenticeship,  to  make  some  satisfaction  by  his  labour  to  the 
family  or  representatives  of  his  deceased  master,  for  the  ad¬ 
vantages  he  has  received  from  his  apprenticeship  in  his  child¬ 
hood,  when  his  services  could  not  be  equal  to  the  expences 
of  his  maintenance Be  it  enacted,  That  within  such 
three  calendar  months  after  the  death  of  such  master  or 
mistress,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  two  justices  of 
the  peace  of  the  ,  county,  city,  town,  riding,  division,  or 
place  where  such  master  or  mistress  shall  have  died,  on 
application  made  to  them  by  the  widow  of  such  master,  or 
by  the  husband  of  such  mistress,  or  by  any  son  or  daughter, 
brother  or  sister,  or  by  any  executor  or  executrix,  admini¬ 
strator  or  administratrix,  of  such  master  or  mistress,  by 
indorsement  on  any  such  indenture  of  apprenticeship,  or  the 
counterpart  thereof,  or  by  any  other  instrument  in  writing 
(whiclu  ndorsement  or  instrument  may  be  in  the  forms  or 
to  the  effect  mentioned  in  the  schedule  hereunto  annexed 
marked  with  the  letters  B.  and  C.J  to  order  and  direct 
that  such  apprentice  shall  serve  as  an  apprentice  any  one 
of  such  persons  so  making  such  application  as  aforesaid 
(such  person  having  lived  with,  and  having  been  part  of  the 
family  of,  such  master  or  mistress  at  the  time  of  his  or  her 
death),  as  the  said  justices  shall  in  their  discretion  think  fit, 
for  and  during  the  residue  of  the  term  mentioned  in  such 
indenture  of  apprenticeship ;  and  the  person  obtaining  such 
order  shall  declare  his  acceptance  of  such  apprentice,  by 
subscribing  his  or  her  name  to  such  order ;  and  that,  from 
and  after  such  order  shall  be  made,  the  executors  and  ad¬ 
ministrators,  and  the  personal  assets,  estate,  and  effects,  of 
the  master  or  mistress  so  dying  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  re- 
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leased  and  discharged  of  and  from  any  promise  or  covenant 
whatsoever,  contained  in  any  such  indentuie  of  apprentice¬ 
ship,  on  the  part  of  such  master  or  mistress,  his  or  her  ex¬ 
ecutors  or  administrators,  to  be  done  and  performed ;  and 
the  person  obtaining  the  same  shall  be  and  be  deemed  and 
taken  to  be,  the  master  or  mistress  of  such  apprentice,  in 
like  manner  as  if  such  apprentice  had  been  originally  bound 
to  such  master  or  mistress;  and  that  such  last  mentioned 
master  or  mistress,  his  or  her  executors  and  administrators, 
each  and  every  of  them,  shall  be  held  and  bound  by  the 
several  promises  and  covenants  contained  in  any  such  in¬ 
denture  of  apprenticeship  on  the  part  of  the  master  or  mis¬ 
tress  therein  named,  his  or  her  executors  or  administrators, 
to  be  done  and  performed,  in  like  manner  as  if  such  master 
or  mistress  obtaining  such  order  as  aforesaid  had  duly 
executed  the  counterpart  of  such  indenture  ;  and  that  such 
master  or  mistress  and  apprentice  shall  be  subject  and  liable 
to  the  several  penalties,  provisions,  and  regulations  which 
shall  then  be  in  force  for  the  better  government  and  good 
order  of  masters  and  parish  apprentices;  and  that  all  justices 
of  the  peace  shall  have  the  like  powers  and  authority,  with 
respect  thereto,  as  they  shall  then  have  by  any  act  or  acts 
of  parliament  relating  to  parish  apprentices. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  all  and  singular  the 
regulations  and  provisions  hereinbefore  made,  and  directed 
to  take  place  on  the  death  of  the  original  master  or  mistress, 
shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  relate  to  the  like  event  of  the 
death  of  any  such  subsequent  master  or  mistress,  and  to  their 
several  relations  and  representatives  before  enumerated,  from 
time  to  time,  as  often  as  the  case  shall  happen,  during  the 
continuance  of  the  term  mentioned  in  any  such  indenture  of 
apprenticeship. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  no  such  ap¬ 
plication  shall  he  made  as  aforesaid  within  three  calendar 
months  next  after  the  death  of  such  master  or  mistress,  or  in 
case  such  two  justices,  to  whom  any  such  application  as  afore¬ 
said  shall  have  been  made,  shall  not  think  fit  that  such  ap¬ 
prenticeship  should  be  continued,  then  the  said  apprentice¬ 
ship  shall  be  determined,  and  the  indenture  of  apprenticeship 
and  covenants  therein  contained  shall  be  at  an  end,  in  like 
manner  as  they  would  have  been  at  the  expiration  of  the  term 
therein  mentioned. 


V.  Pro- 
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V.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  nothing  here- 
in-before  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend, 
to  any  parish  apprentice,  but  to  such  only  as  shall  be  living 
with,  and  shall  make  part  of  the  family,  or  shall  be  in  the 
actual  employment,  of  such  original  master  or  mistress,  or 
of  any  subsequent  master  or  mistress,  appointed  under  and  by 
virtue  of  the  several  provisions  of  this  act,  at  the  time  of  the 
death  of  any  such  master  or  mistress  respectively. 

“  VI.  And  whereas  much  difficulty  and  delay  must  necessa¬ 
rily  happen  in  bringing  an  action  upon  the  covenant  for  main¬ 
tenance  before-mentioned  contained  in  any  such  indenture  of 
parish  apprentices Be  it  enacted,  That  in  any  case  such 
original  master  or  mistress  as  aforesaid,  or  any  master  or 
mistress  appointed  under  or  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall,  dur¬ 
ing  the  term  of  any  such  parish  apprenticeship  as  aforesaid, 
or  if  the  executors  or  administrators  of  such  masters  or  mis¬ 
tresses,  any  or  either  of  them  having  assets,  shall,  during 
such  three  calendar  months  as  aforesaid,  refuse  or  neglect  to 
maintain  and  provide  for  any  such  apprentice,  according  to 
the  terms  of  such  covenant,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any 
two  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  city,  town,  riding, 
division,  or  place  in  which  the  parish  or  place  shall  lie,  to 
which  such  apprentice  shall  belong,  on  complaint  of  such 
apprentice,  or  of  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the 
poor  of  such  parish  or  place,  by  warrant  under  their  hands 
and  seals,  to  levy,  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  personal  estate 
and  effects  or  assets  of  such  master  or  mistress  respectively, 
such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  shall  be  necessary  for  the 
maintenance  and  clothing  of  such  apprentice  and  as  shall  also 
be  necessary  to  reimburse  to  the  churchwardens  and  over¬ 
seers  of  the  poor  of  such  parish  or  place,  any  sum  or  sums  of 
money  that  shall  have  been  reasonably  expended  by  them 
for  that  purpose. 

“  VII.  And  whereas  it  frequently  happens  that  persons  are 
compellable,  under  and  by  virtue  of the  said  act  of  the  ninth  and 
tenth  years  of  King  William ,  to  take  a  greater  number  of 
parish  apprentices  than  it  is  convenient  for  them  to  maintain 
or  employ  in  their  own  families,  and  they  are  therefore  forced 
to  place  out  or  assign  over  such  apprentices  to  other  persons ; 
and  it  is  proper  that  such  assignment  should  be  legally  made, 
under  the  inspection  and  controul  of  the  magistrates,  as  well 
for  the  benefit  of  the  apprentice,  as  that  the  original  master 
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maybe  discharged  from  his  covenants  in  respect  of  such  ap¬ 
prentice  ;  and  it  is  fit  that  the  person  to  whom  such  assign¬ 
ment  shall  be  made,  and  also  the  apprentice,  should  be  made 
subject  to  the  ordinary  jurisdiction  ofjusticesof  the  peace  with 
respect  to  masters  and  parish  apprentices;”  Be  it  enacted,  That 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  master  or  mistress  of  any  such 
parish  apprentice  as  aforesaid,  by  indorsement  on  the  indenture 
of  apprenticeship,  or  by  other  instrument  in  writing,  by  and 
with  the  consent  of  two  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county, 
city,  town,  riding,  division,  or  place  where  such  master  or 
mistress  shall  dwell,  testified  by  such  justices  under  their 
hands,  to  assign  such  apprentice  to  any  person  who  is 
willing  to  take  such  apprentice  for  the  residue  of  the  term 
mentioned  in  such  indenture  of  apprenticeship:  Provided 
always,  That  such  person  to  whom  such  apprentice  is 
intended  to  be  assigned,  shall  at  the  same  time  by  indorse¬ 
ment  on  the  counterpart  of  such  indenture,  or  by  writing 
under  his  or  her  hand,  stating  the  said  indenture  of  appren¬ 
ticeship,  and  the  indorsement  and  consent  aforesaid,  declare 
his  or  her  acceptance  of  such  apprentice,  and  acknowledge 
himself,  herself,  his  or  her  executors  and  administrators, 
to  be  bound  by  the  agreements  and  covenants  mentioned  in 
the  said  indenture,  on  the  part  of  the  master  or  mistress  of 
such  apprentice  to  be  done  and  performed;  which  indorse¬ 
ment  or  instrument  may  be  in  the  forms  or  to  the  effect 
mentioned  in  the  schedule  hereunto  annexed,  marked  with 
the  letters  D.  and  E.;  and  in  such  case  such  apprentice 
shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  the  apprentice  of  such 
subsequent  master  or  mistress  to  whom  such  assignment 
shall  be  made,  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever,  and 
so  from  time  to  time,  as  often  as  it  shall  be  necessary  or 
convenient  for  any  such  subsequent  master  or  mistress  to 
part  with  any  such  apprentice  ;  and  all  justices  of  the  peace 
shall  have  the  like  power  and  authority,  in  the  several  cases 
last  mentioned,  with  respect  as  well  to  the  subsequent 
master  or  mistress,  masters  or .  mistresses,  as  to  the  ap¬ 
prentice,  as  such  justices  shall  then  have  by  any  law  for  the 
better  regulation  of  parish  apprentices. 

“  VIII.  And  whereas  no  express  provision  has  been  made  for 
the  discharging  of  any  such  parish  apprentice  from  a  master  or 
mistress  who  is  become  insolvent,  or  is  so  far  reduced  in  his  or 
her  circumstances  as  to  be  unable  to  employ  or  maintain  such 
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apprentice;”  Be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
two  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  city,  town,  riding,  divi¬ 
sion,  or  place  where  any  such  master  or  mistress  shall  live,  on 
the  application  of  such  master  or  mistress  requesting  that  any 
such  apprentice  may  be  discharged,  for  the  reasons  afore¬ 
said,  to  enquire  into  the  matter  of  such  allegations,  and  to 
discharge  any  such  apprentice  from  his  apprenticeship,  in 
case  the  said  two  justices  shall  find  such  allegations  to  be  true. 

IX.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  nothing 
hereinbefore  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to 
extend,  to  the  indenture  made  on  the  binding  of  any  ap¬ 
prentice,  by  the  churchwardens  or  overseers  of  the  poor  of 
any  parish  or  place,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  under  and 
by  virtue  of  the  powers  given  to  them  by  the  statute  made 
in  the  forty-third  year  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth ,  in 
the  case  of  any  such  binding,  where  a  larger  sum  than  five 
pounds  shall  be  given,  but  that  such  bindings  shall  be 
subject  and  liable  to  the  like  rules  and  regulations  as  they 
would  have  been  subject  and  liable  to  in  case  this  act  had 
not  been  made. 

X.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  no  indorsement 
or  indorsements  on  any  parish  indenture  of  apprenticeship 
hereinbefore  mentioned,  made  or  executed  in  pursuance 
of  this  act,  shall  be  charged  or  chargeable  with  any  duty 
imposed  upon  stamped  vellum,  parchment,  and  paper,  but 
the  same  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  declared  to  be  exempted 
therefrom,  and  that  no  other  instrument  or  instruments  in 
writing  hereinbefore  mentioned,  shall  be  charged  or  charge¬ 
able  with  any  higher  duty  than  with  the  duty  imposed  or  to 
be  imposed  on  parish  indentures  of  apprenticeship. 

44  XI.  And  whereas,  by  an  act  passed  in  the  twentieth  year  of 
the  reign  of  King  George  the  Second,  intituled,  An  act  for  the 
better  adjust  ing  and  more  easy  recovery  of  the  wages  of  certain 
servants ,  and  for  the  better  regulation  of  such  servants ,  and 
of  certain  apprentices ,  it  is  enacted,  that  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  to  and  for  any  two  or  more  justices,  upon  any 
complaint  or  application  by  any  apprentice  put  out  by  the  pa¬ 
rish,  touching  or  concerning  any  misusage,  refusal  of  neces¬ 
sary  provisions,  cruelty,  or  other  ill-treatment,  of  or  towards 
such  apprentice,  by  his  or  her  master  or  mistress,  and  due 
proof  thereof,  to  discharge  such  apprentice  from  his  or  her 
apprenticeship :  And  whereas  instances  of  such  ill-treatment 
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frequently  occur,  and  it  is  fit  that  the  expectation  of  such 
discharge  should  not  operate  as  an  inducement  to  such  ill- 
treatment;”  Be  it  enacted,  That  in  every  case  where  any 
parish  apprentice  whatsoever  shall  be  discharged  from  hi* 
apprenticeship  by  two  justices,  under  and  by  virtue  of 
the  said  last  mentioned  act,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  such  two  justices  to  order  such  master  or  mistress 
to  deliver  up  to  such  apprentice  his  or  her  clothes 
and  wearing  apparel,  and  also  to  pay  to  such  church¬ 
wardens  or  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  or  place  to 
which  such  apprentice  shall  belong,  some  or  one  of  them, 
a  sum  not  exceeding  ten  pounds,  to  be  applied  by  them, 
some  or  one  of  them,  under  the  order  of  such  justices,  for 
the  again  placing  and  binding  out  such  apprentice  so  dis¬ 
charged  as  aforesaid,  or  otherwise,  for  his  or  her  benefit, 
as  to  such  justices  shall  seem  meet ;  and  also  to  pay  a  sum 
not  exceeding  five  pounds,  in  case  such  master  or  mistress 
shall  refuse  to  deliver  up  such  clothes  and  wearing  apparel ; 
and  in  case  such  master  or  mistress  shall  refuse  to  pay  the 
sum  so  ordered  by  the  said  justices  to  be  paid  as  aforesaid, 
or  either  of  them,  or  any  part  thereof,  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  such  two  justices,  by  warrant  under  their  hands 
and  seals,  to  levy  the  same  by  distress  and  sale  of  the 
goods  and  chattels  of  such  master  or  mistress,  together  with 
the  reasonable  expences  of  such  distress ;  and  also  that  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  two  justices,  if  they  shall 
so  think  fit,  to  compel  such  churchwardens  and  overseers 
of  the  poor,  some  or  one  of  them,  to  enter  into  a  recog¬ 
nizance  for  the  effectual  prosecution  by  indictment  of  such 
master  or  mistress  for  such  ill-treatment  of  any  such  ap¬ 
prentice  so  discharged  as  aforesaid,  and  also  to  order  that 
the  costs  and  expences  of  such  prosecution  shall  be  paid  and 
discharged,  or  reimbursed  to  such  person  or  persons  enter¬ 
ing  into  such  recognizance  as  aforesaid,  one  moiety  thereof 
out  of  the  poor  rates  of  the  parish  or  place  to  which  such 
apprentice  shall  belong,  and  the  other  moiety  thereof  out  of 
the  common  stock  of  the  county  in  which  such  parish  or  place 
shall  lie  ;  and  in  case  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of 
the  poor  of  sucln parish  or  place  for  the  time  being  shall  re¬ 
fuse  to  pay  such  their  moiety  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  such  two  justices,  by  warrant  under  their 
hands  and  seals,  to  levy  the  same  by  distress  and  sale  of  the 
goods  and  chattels  of  such  churchwardens  and  overseers  of 
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the  poor,  any  or  either  of  them,  together  with  the' reason¬ 
able  expences  of  such  distress. 

“  XII.  And  whereas  it  is  not  expedient  that  such  master  or 
mistress  should  be  again  entrusted  with  the  care  of  another 
parish  apprentice  ”  Be  it  enacted,  That  in  every  case  where 
any  parish  apprentice  shall  have  been  so  discharged  from 
any  master  or  mistress  as  aforesaid  under  and  by  virtue  of 
the  said  last  mentioned  act,  and  such  master  and  mistress 
shall  have  been  convicted  of  such  offence,  in  consequence 
of  such  prosecution  by  indictment  as  aforesaid,  or  shall 
have  been  found  guilty  thereof  in  any  action  brought  at  the 
suit  of  the  party  injured,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the 
churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  any  parish  or 
place,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  to  bind  any  other  appren¬ 
tice  upon  such  person ;  but  that  whenever  such  person  ought 
or  would  be  compellable  to  take  a  parish  apprentice,  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  any  two  justices  of  the  peace  of  the 
county,  city,  town,  riding,  division,  or  place  where  such 
person  shall  reside,  upon  application  made  to  them  by  the 
churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  such  parish  or 
place,  to  order  and  direct  that  such  person  shall  pay  into 
the  hands  of  such  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor, 
some  or  one  of  them,  a  sum  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  ten 
pounds  nor  less  than  five  pounds,  for  the  purpose  of  binding 
out  the  child  (intended  to  be  bound)  an  apprentice,  with 
the  approbation  of  such  two  justices ;  and  in  case  such 
person  should  refuse  to  pay  such  sum  as  aforesaid,  that  then 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  two  justices,  by  warrant 
under  their  hands  and  seals,  to  levy  the  same  by  distress 
and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  such  person,  together 
with  the  reasonable  expences  of  such  distress:  Provided 
always,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  master  or 
mistress  as  aforesaid,  from  whom  any  parish  apprentice  shall 
be  discharged  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  act,  made  in  the 
twentieth  year  of  the  reign  of  King  George  the  Second,  to 
appeal  against  the  order  made  for  such  discharge  as  afore¬ 
said,  and  also  against  any  such  order  made  for  his  or  her 
payment  of  any  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  in  consequence 
thereof  as  aforesaid,  or  for  his  or  her  payment  of  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money  in  lieu  of  a  subsequent  binding,  under  and 
by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  to  the  next  general 
quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  city,  riding, 
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division,  or  place  where  such  orders,  any  or  either  of  them, 
shall  be  made,  and  upon  such  appeal  the  said  court  of 
general  quarter  sessions  shall  finally  determine  the  same,  and 
in  their  discretion  allow  to  all  parties  their  reasonable  costs  ; 
and  no  such  distress  for  enforcing  the  payment  of  any  such 
sum  or  sums  of  money  as  are  last  mentioned,  shall  be  taken 
until  after  the  general  quarter  session  of  the  peace  to  be 
holden  next  after  any  such  order  as  aforesaid  shall  be  made, 
in  case  the  person  who  is  ordered  to  pay  the  same,  shall, 
within  seven  days  after  notice  given  to  him  or  her  of  such 
order  being  made,  give  notice  to  such  churchwardens  and 
overseers  of  the  poor,  some  or  one  of  them,  of  such  in¬ 
tended  appeal ;  and  in  case  such  person  shall  fail  to  appear 
in  support  of  his  appeal  at  such  general  quarter  session, 
then  the  sum  of  forty  shillings  shall  be  added  to  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  distress  before  directed  to  be  taken,  and  levied 
accordingly. 

“  XIII.  And  whereas  by  the  said  last-mentioned  act  it  is  also 
enacted, that  it  shall  and  maybe  lawful  to  and  for  two  justices, 
upon  application  or  complaint  made  upon  oath  by  any  master 
or  mistress,  against  any  parish  apprentice,  touching  or  con¬ 
cerning  any  misdemeanor,  miscarriage,  or  ill -behaviour  of 
such  apprentice,  to  hear  and  determine  the  same,  and  punish 
the  offender  in  such  manner  as  is  therein  mentioned,  or  other¬ 
wise  to  discharge  such  apprentice  from  his  apprenticeship,  and 
it  is  expedient  to  prevent  the  expectation  of  such  discharge 
being  an  inducement  to  such  ill-behaviour  on  the  part  of  the 
apprentice Be  it  enacted,  That  in  all  cases  where  any  parish 
apprentice  shall  be  discharged  by  two  justices,  under  and  by 
virtue  of  the  said  last  mentioned  act,  from  his  or  her  appren¬ 
ticeship,  on  account  of  any  misdemeanor,  miscarriage,  or 
ill-behaviour  on  the  part  of  such  apprentice,  that  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  such  two  justices,  if  they  shall  think 
proper,  by  warrant  under  their  hands  and  seals,  to  punish 
such  offender  by  commitment  to  the  house  of  correction, 
there  to  remain  and  be  corrected,  and  kept  to  hard  labour, 
for  a  reasonable  time,  not  exceeding  three  calendar  months, 
as  to  such  justices  shall  seem  meet. 

XIV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall 
be  aggrieved  by  any  matter  or  thing  done,  or  omitted  to  be 
done,  by  any  churchwarden  or  overseer  of  the  poor,  or  by 
any  of  His  Majesty’s  justices  of  the  peace,  or  by  any  other 
♦  person 
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person  or  persons  whomsoever,  under  and  by  virtue  of  this 
act,  besides  such  matters  or  things  for  which  an  appeal  is 
hereinbefore  specially  given,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
such  person  or  persons  to  appeal  to  the  next  general  quarter 
sessions  of  the  peace,  where  the  same  shall  be  heard  and 
finally  determined ;  and  such  court  may  award  reasonable 
costs  and  expences  to  either  party  before  them. 


[255] 


SCHEDULE  referred  to  in  this  act. 

A. 

Form  of  proviso  to  be  added  to  the  covenant  for  maintenance, 

PROVIDED  always,  That  the  said  last  mentioned  cove¬ 
nant  on  the  part  of  the  said  F.  M.  ( the  master )  his  executors 
and  administrators,  to  be  done  and  performed,  shall  continue 
and  be  in  force  for  no  longer  time  than  for  three  calendar 
months  next  after  the  death  of  the  said  F.  M.  in  case  he  the 
said  F.  M.  shall  happen  to  die  during  the  continuance  of 
such  apprenticeship,  according  to  the  provisions  of  an  act 
passed  in  the  thirty -second  year  of  the  reign  of  King  George 

the  Third,  intituled,  ( here  set  forth  the  title  of  the  act . 

/ 

B. 

Form  of  the  order  of two justices  directing  a  parish  appren - 
lice  to  continue  with  the  widow  ( or  as  the  case  may  be  ) 
of  his  deceased  master ,  by  indorsement  on  the  inden¬ 
ture  or  counterpart  thereof;  on  which  binding  no 
more  was  paid  than  the  sum  for  that  purpose  men¬ 
tioned  in  this  act. 

County  of)  WHEREAS  F.  M.  (the  master)  within  named, 
S  late  of  the  parish  of  in  the  said 

county,  died  on  the  day  of  being  within 

three  calendar  months  now  last  past,  we,  two  of  His  Ma¬ 
jesty’s  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county' aforesaid,  whose 
names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  on  the  application  and  at 

the 
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the  request  of  A.  M.  widow  for  as  the  case  way  he)  of  the 
said  F.  M.  living  with  and  being  part  of  the  family  of  the 
said  F.  M.  at  the  time  of  his  death,  do  hereby  order  and 
direct,  that  A.  P.  the  apprentice  within  named,  who  was  in 
the  service  and  actual  employment  of  the  said  F.  M.  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  shall  serve  the  said  A.  M.  as  such  appren¬ 
tice,  for  the  residue  of  the  term  of  such  apprenticeship 
within  mentioned,  according  to  the  provisions  of  an  act 
passed  in  the  thirty-second  year  of  the  reign  of  King  George 
the  Third,  intituled,  An  act  for  the  further  regulation  of 
'parish  apprentices.  Witness  our  hands,  this  day 

of 

I,  the  above  named  A.  M.  do  hereby  declare, 

That  the  above  order  is  made  at  my  request, 
and  that  I  do  accept  the  said  A.  B.  as  my 
apprentice,  according  to  the  terms  and  cove¬ 
nants  contained  in  the  said  indenture,  and 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  said  act. 

Witnes*  my  hand,  the  day  and  year  above 
written. 


Form  of  the  like  order ,  by  a  separate  instrument . 

County  of)  WHEREAS  it  appears  unto  us,  two  of  His 
J  Majesty’s  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  said 
county,  That  A.  P.  ( the  apprentice )  was  bound  an  appren¬ 
tice,  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  ot 
the  parish  of  to  F.  M.  ( the  master )  late  of  the  said 
parish,  and  that  the  said  F.  M.  died  on 

day  of  being  within  three  calendar  months  now 

last  past :  Now  we,  the  said  two  justices,  on  the  application 
and  at  the  request,  8$c.  ( then  to  the  end ,  as  before ,  mutatis 
mutandis.) 


D. 


/ 
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D. 

Form  of  the  assignment  of  such  a  parish  apprentice ,  ti nth 
the  consent  of  two  justices,  by  indorsement  on  the  inden¬ 
ture  or  counterpart . 

.  '  /■* 

County  of7  BE  it  remembered,  that  the  within-named 
J  F.  M.  ( the  master )  by  and  with  the  consent  and 
approbation  of  I.  P.  and  K.  P.  two  of  His  Majesty’s  justices 
of  the  peace  for  the  said  county,  whose  names  are  subscribed 
to  the  consent  hereunder  written,  doth  hereby  assign  A.  P. 
the  apprentice  within  named,  unto  N.  M.  (the  new  master) 
to  serve  him  during  the  residue  of  the  term  within  men¬ 
tioned  ;  and  that  he  the  said  N.  M.  doth  hereby  agree  to 
accept  and  take  the  said  A.  P.  as  an  apprentice  for  the 
residue  of  the  said  term,  and  doth  hereby  acknowledge  him¬ 
self,  his  executors  and  administrators,  to  be  bound  by  the 
agreements  and  covenants  within  mentioned  on  the  part  of 
the  said  F.  M.  to  be  done  and  performed,  according  to  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  thereof,  and  pursuant  to  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  an  act  passed  in  the  thirty-second  year  of  the  reign 
of  King  George  the  Third,  intituled,  An  act  for  the  further 
regulation  of  parish  apprentices.  In  witness  whereof  we, 
the  said  F.  M.  and  N.  M.  have  hereunto  set  our  hands, 
this  day  of 

We,  two  of  His  Majesty’s  justices  of  the  peace 
above-mentioned,  do  consent  thereto.  Witness 
our  hands,  this  day  of 

/.  P. 

K.P. 


E. 

Form  of  the  like  assignment  ly  a  separate  instrument. 

County  of7  WHEREAS  it  appears  unto  us,  I.  P .  and 
3  K.  P.  two  of  His  Majesty’s  justices  of  the  peace 
for  the  said  county,  whose  names  are  subscribed  to  the  con¬ 
sent  hereunder  written,  that  A.  P.  was  bound  an  apprentice 
by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish 
of  to  F .  M .  of  the  same  parish,  by 

vol.  n.  I>]  indenture 
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indenture  bearing  date  on  or  about  the  day  of 

until  the  said  A.  P.  should  attain  his  age  of 
twenty-one  years.  Now  be  it  remembered,  that  the  said 
F.  M.  by  and  with  the  consent,  §c.  ( and  so,  to  the  end ,  as 
before ,  mutatis  mutandis. ) 


[33  Geo.  III.  Cap.  54.  Sect.  24.  26.] 


No  appren¬ 
tice  or  ser¬ 
vant  to  any 
person  resid¬ 
ing  in  any 
parish  un¬ 
der  this  act 
shall  on  that 
account  ac¬ 
quire  a  set¬ 
tlement.  7 


/ 


Charges  of 
maintaining 
or  removing 
residents 
under  this 
act  to  be 
reimbursed 
by  the  pa¬ 
rish  to 
which  the 
parties  be¬ 
long. 


An  Act  for  the  Encouragement  and  Relief  of  Friendly 
Societies .  [2  is*  June  1793.] 

XXIV.  A  ND  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said,  That  no  person  who  shall  be  an  apprentice, 
bound  by  indenture  to,  or  shall  be  a  hired  servant  to  or  with 
any  person  who  did  come  into  or  shall  reside  in  any  parish, 
township,  or  place,  under  the  authority  of  this  act,  and  not 
afterwards  having  gained  a  legal  settlement  in  such  parish, 
township  or  place,  shall  gain  or  be  adjudged  to  have  any  set¬ 
tlement  in  such  parish,  township,  or  place,  by  reason  of  such 
apprenticeship  or  binding,  or  by  reason  of  such  hiring  or 
serving  therein;  but  all  such  apprentices  and  servants  shall 
have  their  settlements  in  such  parish,  township,  or  place,  as 
if  they  had  not  been  bound,  or  had  not  been  hired  to  such 
person  as  aforesaid,  any  act  or  acts  of  parliament  to  the  con¬ 
trary  notwithstanding. 

XXVI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore¬ 
said,  That  when  any  overseer  or  overseers  of  the  poor  of  any 
parish,  township,  or  place,  shall  have  been  put  to  any  charge 
in  the  maintaining  any  person  or  persons,  or  their  families, 
residing  in  such  parish,  township,  or  place,  under  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  this  act,  or  in  removing  any  person  or  persons,  back 
to  the  place  to  which  he,  she,  or  they  shall  belong,  after  he, 
she,  or  they  shall  have  become  actually  chargeable,  or  asked 
relief  as  aforesaid,  such  overseers  shall  from  time  to  time  be 
reimbursed  such  reasonable  charges  by  the  overseers  of  the 
poor  of  the  parish,  township,  or  place,  to  which  such  person 
or  persons  shall  belong,  the  said  charges  being  first  ascer¬ 
tained 
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tained  and  allowed  of  by  one  or  more  of  His  Majesty’s  justices 
of  the  peace  residing  near  the  place  where  such  charges  shall 
be  incurred  ;  to  be  levied,  in  case  of  refusal  of  payment,  by 
distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  such  overseers 
of  the  poor  as  last  aforesaid,  by  warrant  or  warrants,  under 
the  hand  and  seal,  or  hands  and  seals,  of  such  justice  or  jus¬ 
tices,  returning  the  overplus,  if  any  there  be  ;  which  war¬ 
rant  or  warrants  he  or  they  is  and  are  hereby  required  to 
grant. 


[33  Geo.  III.  Cap.  55.] 

An  Act  to  authorize  Justices  of  the  Peace  to  impose 
Fines  upon  Constables ,  Overseers ,  and  other  Peace  or 
Parish  Officers ,  for  Neglect  of  Duty ,  and  on  Masters 
of  Apprentices  for  ill  Usage  of  such  their  Apprentices ; 
and  also  to  make  Provision  fen'  the  execution  of  War¬ 
rants  of  Distress  granted  bp  Magistrates. 

[21  st  June  1793.] 

“  TT  7  HERE  AS  it  is  expedient  to  give  further  powers  to  jus- 
▼  *  tices  of  the  peace  to  impose  fines  upon  overseers  of  the 
poor,  constables,  and  other  peace  and  parish  officers,  within 
their  respective  jurisdictions  for  neglect  of  duty  in  such  their 
respective  offices,  or  for  disobetuence  of  the  warrants  or  orders 
of  such  justices  ;  and  it  is  also  expedient  to  empower  justices 
to  impose  fines  upon  masters  of  apprentices  for  ill  usage  of  such 
their  apprentices,  and  also  to  make  provision  for  the  execution 
of  warrants  of  distress,  granted  by  magistrates  May  it  there¬ 
fore  please  Your  Majesty  that  it  may  be  enacted,  and  be  it  en¬ 
acted  by  the  King’s  most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  com¬ 
mons,  in  this  present  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  same,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  two  or 
more  of  His  Majesty’s  justices  of  the  peace,  assembled  at  any 
special  of  petty  sessions  of  the  peace,  upon  complaint  being 
made  upon  oath  before  them,  of  any  neglect  of  duty,  or  of  any 
disobedience  of  any  lawful  warrant  or  order  of  any  justice  or 

[R  2]  justices 
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ot'  appren¬ 
tices. 


oTa'rnreii2*  just*ces  peace,  by  any  constable,  overseer  of  the  poor, 

or  other  peace  or  parish  officer,  or  upon  complaint  made  to 
such  two  or  more  justices  upon  oath,  by  or  on  the  behalf  of 
any  apprentice  to  any  trade  or  business  whatsoever,  whether 
bound  apprentice  by  any  parish  or  township  or  otherwise, 
provided  that  not  more  than  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  be  paid 
upon  the  binding  of  such  apprentice,  against  his  or  her  mas¬ 
ter  or  mistress,  of  any  ill  usage  of  such  apprentice,  by  such 
master  or  mistress  (such  constable,  overseer,  or  other  of¬ 
ficer,  master  or  mistress,  having  been  duly  summoned  to  ap¬ 
pear  and  answer  such  charge  or  complaint),  to  impose,  upon 
Conviction,  any  reasonable  fine  or  fines,  not  exceeding  the 
sum  of  forty  shillings,  upon  such  constable,  overseer,  or 
other  officer,  master  or  mistress  respectively,  as  a  punish¬ 
ment  for  such  disobedience,  neglect  of  duty,  or  ill-usage ;  and 
by  warrant  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  any  two  or  more  of 
such  justices  assembled,  at  any  such  special  or  petty  ses¬ 
sions  as  aforesaid,  to  direct  such  fine  or  fines,  if  not  paid,  to 
be  levied  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the 
person  or  persons  so  offending,  rendering  the  overplus  (if 
any)  after  deducting  the  amount  of  such  fine  or  fines,  and 
the  charges  of  such  distress  and  sale,  to  such  offender  or 
offenders  ;  and  such  fine  or  fines  which  may  be  imposed  upon 
any  such  constable,  overseer,  or  other  officer  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  applied  and  disposed  of  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of 
the  parish,  township,  or  place,  where  the  offenders  shall  re¬ 
spectively  reside,  at  the  discretion  of  the  justices  imposing 
the  same,  and  such  fine  or  fines,  which  may  be  imposed  upon 
any  such  master  or  mistress,  shall,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
justices  imposing  the  same,  be  either  so  applied  and  disposed 
of  as  aforesaid,  or  be  otherwise  paid  and  applied  to  or  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  such  apprentice,  for  or  towards  a  recom- 
pence  or  compensation  for  the  injury  which  may  have  been 
by  him  or  her  sustained  by  reason  of  such  ill-usage  as  afore- 
IVrjons  ag-  said  ;  and  if  any  person  shall  be  aggrieved  by  the  imposition 
appeaUo  suc*1  ^ne  or  fines  as  aforesaid,  or  by  any  order  or  warrant 

the  quarter  of  distress  for  raising  and  levying  the  same,  or  by  the  judg¬ 
ment  or  determination  of  the  said  justices,  or  by  any  act  to 
be  done  in  the  execution  of  such  warrant  of  distress,  such 
person  or  persons  so  aggrieved  shall  and  may  appeal  to  the 
next  general  or  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  to  be  held  for 
the  county,  riding,  or  division,  within  which  such  person 

1  ^  •  shall 
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shall  reside,  of  which  appeal  ten  days  notice,  at  the  least  shall  For  want  of 
be  given;  and  for  want  of  such  distress,  such  person  or  per-  Ai  ders  nily 
sons  shall  be  committed  to  the  house  of  correction  for  any  be  commit- 
space  of  time  not  exceeding  ten  days.  ted' 

II.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  No  persons 
person  acting  under  any  such  warrant  of  distress  as  afore-  t°be  (leenl- 
said  shall  be  deemed  a  trespasser  ab  initio,  by  reason  of  any  ser^enac- 
irregularity  or  informality  in  such  warrant,  or  in  any  proceed-  count  of 
ings  thereon,  but  any  person  aggrieved  by  the  issuing  or  exe-  ^ocot.Z 
cution  of  such  warrant  may  recover  the  special  damages  ings,  &c. 
thereby  by  him  or  her  sustained,  in  an  action  of  trespass,  or 
on  the  case,  in  any  of  His  Majesty’s  courts  of  record. 

“  III.  And  whereas  warrants  of  distress  granted  by  justices  Where  dis- 
of  the  peace  are.in  many  instances  ineffectual,  by  reason  of  the 
goods  and  chattels  of  the  persons  against  whom  such  warrants  the  jum- 
are  granted  being  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  justice  granting 
the  same:”  Be  it  therefore  further  enacted,  That  in  all  cases  granting 
where  any  penalty,  forfeiture,  fine,  or  other  money,  may,  by  ^a"ant® 
the  warrant  of  any  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace,  be  directed  levied  in  any 
to  be  levied  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  other  place, 
any  person  or  persons,  if  sufficient  distress  cannot  be  found 
within  the  limits  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  justice  granting 
such  warrant  of  distress,  on  oath  thereof  made  by  one  witness 
before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  any  other  county,  riding, 
division,  city,  borough,  town  corporate,  or  place  (which  oath 
shall  be  by  him  certified  by  indorsement  on  such  warrant, ) 
such  penalty,  forfeiture,  fine,  or  other  money,  or  so  much 
thereof  as  may  not  have  been  before  levied  or  paid,  shall 
and  may,  by  virtue  of  such  warrant  and  indorsement,  be 
raised  and  levied  by  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  such 
warrant  of  distress  shall  have  been  originally  directed,  by 
distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  such  person  or 
persons,  in  such  other  county,  riding,  division,  city,  borough, 
town  corporate  or  place;  and  the  money  arising  by  such  dis¬ 
tress  and  sale  shall  be  applied  and  disposed  of  for  such  pur¬ 
poses,  and  in  like  manner,  as  if  sufficient  goods  and  chattels 
of  such  person  or  persons  had  been  found  within  the  juris-  Justices  au- 
diction  of  the  magistrates  originally  granting  such  warrant ;  jj^execu- 
and  if  no  such  distress  can  be  found,  such  offender  or  offen-  tion  of  war¬ 
ders  shall  and  may  be  forthwith  proceeded  against  according  J^nted* 
to  law ;  provided  always  that  no  justice  who  shall  indorse  within  their 
any  certificate  upon,  or  authorise  the  execution  of  any  such  3ur'S(1ic" 
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warrant  of  distress  which  may  not  have  been  granted  within 
his  jurisdiction,  shall  be  answerable  or  accountable  for  any 
irregularity  which  may  have  been  committed  or  done  in  or 
about  the  obtaining  or  granting  of  such  warrant  of  distress. 


and  14 
Car.  II. 
c.  13.  re¬ 
cited. 


[35  Geo.  III.  c.  101.] 

An  Act  to  prevent  the  Removal  of  poor  Persons,  until 
they  shall  become  actually  chargeable . 

\_22d  June  1795.] 

“  TTTHEREAS  by  an  act,  passed  in  the  thirteenth  and 
V  %  fourteenth  years  of  the  reign  of  King  Charles  the 
Second,  intituled,  An  act  for  the  better  relief  of  the  poor 
of  this  kingdom ,  reciting,  that  whereas,  by  reason  of  some 
defects  in  the  law,  poor  people  are  not  restrained  from  going 
from  one  parish  to  another,  and  therefore  do  endeavour  to 
settle  themselves  in  those  parishes  where  there  is  the  best 
stock,  the  largest  commons  or  wastes  to  build  cottages,  and 
the  most  woods  for  them  to  burn  and  destroy;  and  when 
they  have  consumed  it  then  to  another  parish,  and  at  last 
become  rogues  and  vagabonds,  to  the  great  discouragement 
of  parishes  to  provide  stocks  where  it  is  liable  to  be  devoured 
by  strangers;  for  remedy  whereof  it  is  thereby,  amongst 
other  things,  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful, 
upon  complaint  made  by  the  churchwardens  or  overseers  of 
the  poor  of  any  parish,  to  any  justice  of  the  peace,  within 
forty  days  after  any  such  person  or  persons  coming  so  to 
settle  as  aforesaid,  in  any  tenement  under  the  yearly  value 
of  ten  pounds,  for  any  two  justices  of  the  peace,  whereof 
one  to  be  of  the  quorum,  of  the  division  where  any  person 
or  persons  that  are  likely  to  be  chargeable  to  the  parish  shall 
come  to  inhabit,  by  their  warrant,  to  remove  and  convey 
such  person  or  persons  to  such  parish  where  he  or  they  were 
last  legally  settled,  either  as  a  native,  householder,  sojourner, 
apprentice,  or  servant  for  the  space  of  forty  days  at  the 
least,  unless  he  or  they  give  sufficient  security  for  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  the  said  parish,  to  be  allowed  by  the  said  justices : 

01  And 
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And  whereas  many  industrious  poor  persons,  chargeable  to 
the  parish,  township,  or  place  where  they  live  merely  from 
want  of  work  there,  would  in  any  other  place,  where 
sufficient  employment  is  to  be  had,  maintain  themselves 
and  families  without  being  burthensome  to  any  parish,  town¬ 
ship,  or  place;  and  such  poor  persons  are  for  the  most  part 
compelled  to  live  in  their  own  parishes,  townships,  or  places, 
and  are  not  permitted  to  inhabit  elsewhere,  under  pretence 
that  they  are  likely  to  become  chargeable  to  the  parish, 
township,  or  place,  into  which  they  go  for  the  purpose  of  get¬ 
ting  employment,  although  the  labour  of  such  poor  persons 
might,  in  many  instances,  be  very  beneficial  to  such 
parish,  township,  or  place :  And  whereas  the  remedy  in¬ 
tended  to  be  applied  thereto,  by  the  granting  of  cer¬ 
tificates,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  passed  in  the  eight  and 
ninth  years  of  the  reign  of  King  William  the  third,  intituled, 
An  act  for  supplying  some  defects  in  the  lam  for  the  relief  of 
the  poor  of  this  kingdom ,  hath  been  found  very  ineffectual,  and 
it  is  necessary  that  other  provisions  should  be  made  relating 
thereto Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  King’s  most  excellent 
Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  lords  spi¬ 
ritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  present  parliament 
assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That,  from  and 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  so  much  of  the  said  in  part 
recited  act  of  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  years  of  King 
Charles  the  Second,  as  enables  the  justices  to  remove  any 
person  or  persons  that  are  likely  to  be  chargeable  to  the 
parish,  township,  or  place,  into  which  they  shall  come  to 
inhabit,  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed ;  and,  that 
from  thenceforth  no  poor  person  shall  he  removed,  by  virtue 
of  any  order  of  removal,  from  the  parish  or  place  where 
such  poor  person  shall  be  inhabiting,  to  the  place  of  his  or 
her  last  legal  settlement,  until  such  person  shall  have 
become  actually  chargeable  to  the  parish,  township,  or  place, 
in  which  such  person  shall  then  inhabit,  in  which  case  two 
justices  of  the  peace  are  hereby  empowered  to  remove  the 
person  or  persons,  in  the  same  manner,  and  subject  to  the 
same  appeal,  and  with  the  same  powers,  as  might  have  been 
done  before  the  passing  of  this  act  with  respect  to  persons 
likely  to  become  chargeable. 

“  II.  And  whereas  poor  persons  are  often  removed  or  passed 
to  the  place  of  their  settlement  during  the  time  of  their  sickness, 
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to  the  great  danger  of  their  lives;”  for  remedy  whereof,  be  itfur- 
ther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  case  any  poor 
person  shall  from  henceforth  be  brought  before  any  justice  or 
justices  of  the  peace,  for  the  purpose  of  being  removed  from 
the  place  where  he  or  she  is  inhabiting  or  sojourning,  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  any  order  of  removal,  or  of  being  passed  by  virtue  of 
any  vagrant  pass,  and  it  shall  appear  to  the  said  justice  or 
justices  that  such  poor  person  is  unable  to  travel,  by  reason 
of  sickness  or  other  infirmity,  or  that  it  would  be  dangerous 
for  him  or  her  so  to  do,  the  justice  or  justices  making  such 
order  of  removal,  or  granting  such  vagrant  pass,  are  hereby 
required  and  authorized  to  suspend  the  execution  of  the  same 
until  they  are  satisfied  that  it  may  safely  be  executed,  with¬ 
out  danger  to  any  person  who  is  the  subject  thereof ;  which 
suspension  of,  and  subsequent  permission  to  execute  the  same, 
shall  be  respectively  indorsed  on  the  said  order  of  removal 
or  vagrant  pass,  and  signed  by  such  justice  or  justices  :  And 
no  act  done  by  any  such  poor  person  continuing  to  reside  in 
any  parish,  township,  or  place,  under  the  suspension  of  any 
such  order  shall  be  effectual,  either  in  the  whole  or  in  part, 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  him  or  her  a  settlement  in  the  same ; 
and  the  charges  proved  upon  oath  to  have  been  incurred  by 
such  suspension  of  any  order  of  removal  may,  by  the  said 
justices,  be  directed  to  be  paid  by  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers  of  the  parish  or  place  to  which  such  poor  person  is 
ordered  to  be  removed,  in  case  any  removal  shall  take  place, 
or  in  case  of  the  death  of  such  poor  person  before  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  such  order  ;  and  if  the  churchwardens  or  overseers  of 
the  parish,  township,  or  place,  to  which  the  order  of  removal 
shall  be  made,  or  any  or  either  of  them,  shall,  upon  the  re¬ 
moval  or  death  of  such  poor  person  ordered  to  be  removed, 
refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  the  said  charges  within  three  days 
after  demand  thereof,  and  shall  not  within  the  same  time  give 
notice  of  appeal  as  is  hereinafter  mentioned,  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  one  justice  of  the  peace,  by  warrant  under  his 
hand  and  seal,  to  cause  the  money  mentioned  in  such  order 
to  be  levied  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of 
the  person  or  persons  so  refusing  or  neglecting  payment  of 
the  same,  and  also  such  costs  attending  the  same,  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  forty  shillings,  as  such  justice  shall  direct ;  and  if 
the  parish,  township,  or  place,  to  which  the  removal  of  such 
poor  person  is  made  or  was  ordered  to  be  made,  before  the 

death 
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death  of  such  person  as  aforesaid,  be  without  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  justice  of  the  peace  issuing  the  warrant,  then  such 
warrant  shall  be  transmitted  to  any  justice  of  the  peace  having 
jurisdiction  within  such  parish,  township,  or  place  as  afore¬ 
said,  who,  upon  receipt  thereof  is  hereby  authorized  and  re¬ 
quired  to  indorse  the  same  for  execution :  Provided  neverthe¬ 
less,  that  if  the  sum  so  ordered  to  be  paid  on  account  of  such 
costs  and  charges  exceed  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds,  the 
party  or  parties  aggrieved  by  such  order  may  appeal  to  the 
next  general  quarter  sessions  against  the  same,  as  they  may 
do  against  an  order  for  the  removal  of  poor  persons  by  any 
law  now  in  being ;  and  if  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  shall 
be  of  opinion  that  the  sum  so  awarded  be  more  than  of  right 
ought  to  have  been  directed  to  be  paid,  such  court  may  and 
is  hereby  directed  to  strike  out  the  sum  contained  in  the  said 
order,  and  insert  the  sum  which  in  the  judgment  of  such 
court  ought  to  be  paid ;  and  in  every  such  case  the  said 
court  of  quarter  sessions  shall  direct  that  the  said  order  so 
amended  shall  be  carried  into  execution  by  the  said  justices 
by  whom  the  order  was  originally  made,  or  either  of  them,  or 
in  case  of  the  death  of  either  of  them,  by  such  other  justice 
or  justices  as  the  said  court  shall  direct :  Provided,  that 
nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  extend  to  alter  or  abridge 
the  power  of  justices  of  the  peace  to  pass  or  punish  vagrants 
in  the  manner  and  under  the  circumstances  set  forth  in  an 
act,  passed  in  the  seventeeth  year  of  the  reign  of  His  late 
Majesty,  King  George  the  Second,  intituled,  An  act  to  amend 
and  make  more  effectual  the  laws  relating  to  rogues ,  vagabonds , 
and  other  idle  and  disorderly  persons ,  and  to  houses  (ff  correc¬ 
tion  (except  so  far  as  regards  the  power  of  suspending  the 
vagrant  pass,  in  the  manner  and  for  the  causes  before  men- 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  no  person  coming  into  any  parish,  township,  or  place, 
shall,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  be  enabled  to 
gain  any  settlement  therein  by  delivery  and  publication  of  any 
notice  in  writing. 

IV.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  au¬ 
thority  aforesaid,  That,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this 
act,  no  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  who  shall  come  into  any 
parish,  township,  or  place,  shall  gain  a  settlement  in  such 
parish,  township,  or  place,  by  being  charged  with,  and  pay¬ 
ing 
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ing  his,  her,  or  their  share,  towards  the  publick  taxes  or  levies 
of  the  said  parish,  township,  or  place,  for  or  on  account  or 
in  respect  of  any  tenement  or  tenements,  not  being  of  the 
yearly  value  of  ten  pounds. 

V.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
person  who  shall  have  been  convicted  of  larceny,  or  any  other 
felony,  or  who  by  the  laws  now  in  being  shall  be  deemed  a 
rogue,  vagabond,  idle,  or  disorderly  person,  or  who  shall  ap¬ 
pear  to  any  two  or  more  justices  of  the  peace  of' the  division 
wherein  such  person  shall  reside,  upon  the  oath  of  one  or 
more  credible  witness  or  witnesses  to  be  a  person  of  evil 
fame,  or  a  reputed  thief,  such  person  not  being  able  to  give  a 
satisfactory  account  of  himself  or  herself,  or  of  his  or  her  way 
of  living,  shall  be  considered  as  a  person  actually  chargeable 
within  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  to  the  parish 
in  wrhich  such  person  shall  reside,  and  shall  be  liable  to  be 
removed  to  the  parish  of  his  or  her  last  legal  settlement  by 
the  order  of  the  said  justices  of  the  peace  whereof  one  to  be 
of  the  quorum  of  the  division  where  any  such  person  shall 
reside. 

VI.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  hereby  enacted  by  the  autho¬ 
rity  aforesaid,  That  every  unmarried  woman  with  ch^ld  shall 
be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  a  person  actually  chargeable, 
within  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  to  the  parish, 
township,  or  place,  in  which  she  shall  inhabit,  and  may  be  re¬ 
moved  as  such  to  the  place  of  her  last  legal  settlement ;  and 
in  case  any  order  of  removal  obtained  for  such  purpose  shall 
be  suspended  for  any  of  the  reasons  before  mentioned,  and 
during  such  suspension  the  said  woman  shall  be  delivered  of 
any  child,  which  by  the  law's  of  this  kingdom  shall  be  a  bas¬ 
tard,  every  such  bastard  child  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to 
be  settled  in  the  same  parish,  township,  or  place  in  which 
was  the  legal  settlement  of  the  mother  at  the  time  of  her  de¬ 
livery  :  Provided  nevertheless,  that  all  act  or  acts  heretofore 
made  touching  bastard  children,  or  concerning  the  mothers 
or  reputed  fathers  of  such  children,  shall  be,  and  remain  in 
full  force  and  effect  after  the  passing  of  this  act  as  well  in 
cases  where  by  this  act  the  place  of  settlement  of  such  bas¬ 
tard  children  is  directed  to  be  the  same  as  that  of  the  mothers 
of  such  children,  as  in  cases  where  the  place  of  settlement  of 
such  bastard  children  remains  the  same  as  it  did  before  the 
passing  of  this  act. 
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[36  Geo.  III.  c.  10.] 

An  Act  for  the  better  Relief  of  the  Poor  within  the 
several  Hundreds ,  Towns ,  and  Districts ,  in  that  Part 
of  Great  Britain  called  England,  incorporated  by 
divers  Adis  of  Parliament  for  the  Purpose  of  the  better 
Maintenance  and  Employment  of  the  Poor ;  and  for 
enlarging  the  Power  s  of  the  Guardians  of  the  Poor 
within  the  said  several  Hundreds ,  Towns ,  and  Dis¬ 
tricts,  as  to  the  Assessments  to  be  made  upon  the  several 
Parishes ,  Hamlets ,  and  Places ,  within  their  respective 
Hundreds ,  Towns ,  and  Districts ,  for  the  Support  and 
Maintenance  of  the  Poor.  [18^  December  1795.] 

ft 

“  W?  HERE  AS  several  acts  of  parliament  have  of  late 
V  V  years  been  made  and  passed,  for  the  better  relief 
and  employment  of  the  poor  in  particular  incorporated  hun¬ 
dreds,  towns,  and  districts,  within  that  part  of  Great  Britain 
called  England:  And  whereas  certain  persons,  described 
and  appointed  by  the  said  several  acts,  are  thereby  empow¬ 
ered  to  assess  the  several  parishes,  hamlets,  and  places, 
chargeable  to  the  poor’s  rate  within  the  said  several  hun¬ 
dreds,  towns,  or  districts  respectively,  in  such  sums  of 
money  as  they  shall  think  necessary  for  defraying  the  ex- 
pences  of  supporting  and  maintaining  the  poor  within  their 
respective  hundreds,  towns,  and  districts,  and  for  other  the 
purposes  of  the  said  acts;  but  such  sums  of  money,  for 
which  such  assessments  are  to  be  made,  are  by  the  said 
several  acts  of  parliament  limited  so  as  that  they  may  not 
exceed  a  certain  sum  in  any  one  year,  which  sum  was  cal¬ 
culated  upon  an  average  of  the  amount  of  the  poor’s  rates 
in  each  parish  respectively,  for  a  certain  number  of  years 
previous  to  the  passing  of  the  respective  incorporating  acts ; 
And  whereas,  by  reason  of  the  late  very  great  increase  of 
the  price  of  corn,  and  other  necessary  articles  of  life,  the 
amount  of  the  rates  and  assessments,  so  limited  by  the  said 
several  acts  of  parliament,  are  become  insufficient  for  the 
necessary  relief  and  maintenance  of  the  poor,  who  have  also 
of  late  greatly  increased  in  number:  And  whereas  in  many 
incorporated  hundreds,  towns,  and  districts,  the  expence  of 
maintaining  the  poor,  since  the  first  day  of  January  one 
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thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  has  exceeded  the 
whole  amount  of  the  rates  which  could  be  raised  in  the  pre¬ 
sent  year  within  those  hundreds,  towns,  and  districts,  under 
their  respective  incorporating  acts ;  whereby  considerable 
debts  have  on  that  account  been  incurred  by  the  guardians 
of  the  poor  of  those  hundreds,  towns,  and  districts :  And  it 
is  therefore  become  necessary  and  expedient  that  the  powers 
of  the  several  persons  to  whom  it  is  committed,  by  the  said 
several  acts  of  parliament,  the  duty  of  appointing  the  sums 
to  be  assessed  on  the  several  parishes,  hamlets,  and  places 
within  their  respective  hundreds,  towns,  and  districts,  should 
be  enlarged May  it  therefore  please  Your  Majesty  that  it 
may  be  enacted,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  King’s  most  excel¬ 
lent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  present 
parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
That,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  directors  and  acting  guardians  of  the 
poor  within  any  hundred,  town,  or  district,  in  that  part  of 
Great  Britain  called  England ,  incorporated  by  any  act  of 
parliament  for  the  relief  or  maintenance  and  employment  of 
the  poor,  or  for  any  other  persons,  by  whatsoever  name 
they  are  called  or  described,  to  whom  is  given,  by  any  such 
incorporating  act,  the  power  of  appointing  the  sum  or  sums 
to  be  assessed  on  the  several  parishes,  hamlets,  or  places, 
within  their  respective  hundreds,  towns,  or  districts,  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  poor,  and  other  the  purposes  of  such 
act,  at  any  of  their  annual,  quarterly,  or  other  general 
meetings,  whenever  the  average  price  of  wheat  at  the  corn 
market  in  Marti  Lane ,  London ,  for  the  quarter  immediately 
preceding  such  annual,  quarterly,  or  other  general  meeting, 
shall  have  exceeded  the  average  price  of  wheat  at  the  same 
market  during  those  years  from  which  the  average  amount  of 
the  poor’s  rates  was  taken  upon  the  passing  of  the  several 
incorporating  acts  respectively,  to  assess  the  several  parishes, 
hamlets,  and  places  within  their  respective  hundreds,  towns, 
or  districts,  which  now  are  or  usually  have  been  charged  to 
the  poor’s  rates,  in  such  respective  sums  of  money  as  the 
said  directors  and  acting  guardians,  or  such  other  persons  as 
aforesaid,  shall  think  necessary  for  defraying  the  expences 
attending  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  poor  for  the 
current  quarter,  and  for  paying  the  interest  of  the  money 

borrowed 
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borrowed  and  due  by  virtue  of  the  said  respective  acts,  and 
of  any  debts  which  may  have  been  incurred  since  the  first 
day  of  January  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five, 
in  the  maintenance  of  the  poor,  and  for  other  the  purposes 
of  the  said  acts,  notwithstanding  such  sums  of  money  so  to 
be  assessed  should  exceed  the  amount  of  the  assessments 
limited  by  such  respective  acts  of  parliament  to  be  assessed 
on  the  respective  parishes,  hamlets,  and  places  wdthin  such 
incorporated  hundreds,  towns,  or  districts,  in  any  one  year : 

Provided  always,  that  the  sums  to  be  assessed,  and  the  as-  Assessments 
sessments  to  be  made  by  virtue  of  this  act,  in  each  respective  thisTato^ 
incorporated  hundred,  town,  or  district,  shall  be  assessed,  be  made,&c. 
made,  collected,  and  paid  in  the  same  manner,  and  subject 
to  the  same  restrictions,  regulations',  limitations,  and  powers  incorporat- 
of  appeal,  and  with  the  like  powers  and  remedies  for  com-  mS  acts* 
pelling  payment  thereof,  as  the  sums  to  be  assessed,  and 
the  assessments  to  be  made,  by  virtue  of  the  several  incor¬ 
porating  acts,  are  by  those  respective  acts  directed  to  be 
assessed,  collected,  and  made,  within  the  several  hundreds, 
towns,  and  districts  respectively  incorporated  by  those  acts: 

Provided  also  that  the  sums  to  be  assessed  by  virtue  of  this 
act,  upon  any  parish,  hamlet,  or  place,  shall  be  in  the  same 
rates  and  proportions  as  the  assessments  which  have  hitherto 
been  made  and  levied  by  virtue  of  the  said  act  or  acts  incor¬ 
porating  the  several  hundreds,  towns,  or  districts  in  which 
such  parishes,  hamlets,  or  places  are  respectively  situated  : 

And  provided  also,  that,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  From  Jan. 
January  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  the  assessment* 
*ums  to  be  assessed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  on  any  parish,  to  exceed 

hamlet,  or  place,  shall  never  exceed,  in  any  one  year,  the  douWe  the 

J  %  J  sum  at  pre¬ 

amount  of  double  the  sum  at  present  raised  by  virtue  of  any  sent  raised 

incorporating  act  now'  existing.  under  the 

incorporat¬ 
ing  acts. 


[  27°  ] 


9  Geo.  I. 
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[36  Geo.  III.  Cap.  23.] 

An  Act  to  amend  so  much  of  an  Act ,  made  in  the  Ninth 
Year  of  the  lleigji  of  King  George  the  First ,  intituled, 
An  Act  for  amending  the  Laws  relating  to  the  Settle¬ 
ment,  Employment,  and  Relief  of  the  Poor,  as  pre¬ 
vents  the  distributing  occasional  Relief  to  Poor  Persons 
in  their  ow?i  Houses,  under  certain  Circumstances  and 
in  certain  Cases .  [24 th  December  1795.] 

“  TI 7  HERE  AS,  by  an  act  passed  in  the  ninth  year  of  the 
v  *  reign  of  His  late  Majesty  King  George  the  First,  in¬ 
tituled,  An  act  for  amending  the  lates  relating  to  the  settlement, 
employment ,  and  relief  of  the  poor,  it  is  (among  other  things) 
enacted,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  churchwardens 
and  overseers  of  the  poor,  in  any  parish,  town,  township,  or 
place,  with  the  consent  of  the  major  part  of  the  parishioners 
ox  inhabitants  thereof  in  vestry  or  other  parish  or  publick 
meeting  for  that  purpose  assembled,  or  of  so  many  of  them  a» 
shall  be  so  assembled,  upon  usual  notice  thereof  first  given, 
to  purchase  or  hire  any  house  or  houses  in  the  same  parish, 
township  or  place,  and  to  contract  with  any  person  or  per¬ 
sons  for  the  lodging,  keeping,  maintaining,  and  employing, 
any  or  all  such  poor,  in  their  respective  parishes,  townships, 
or  places,  as  shall  desire  to  receive  relief  or  collection  from 
the  same  parish,  and  there  to  keep,  maintain,  and  employ,  all 
such  persons,  and  take  the  benefit  of  the  work,  labour,  and 
service,  of  any  such  poor  person  or  persons,  who  shall  be 
kept  and  maintained  in  any  such  house  or  houses  for  the 
maintenance  and  relief  of  such  poor  person  or  persons  who 
shall  be  there  kept  and  maintained ;  and  in  case  any  poor 
person  or  persons  of  any  parish,  town,  township  or  place, 
when  such  house  or  houses  shall  be  so  purchased  or  hired, 
shall  refuse  to  be  lodged,  kept,  or  maintained,  in  such  house 
or  houses,  such  poor  person  or  persons  so  refusing  shall  he  put 
out  of  the  book  or  books  where  the  names  of  the  persons  who 
ought  to  receive  collection  in  the  said  parish,  town,  township, 
or  place,  are  to  be  registered,  and  shall  not  be  entitled  to  ask 
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or  receive  collection  or  relief  from  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers  of  the  same  parish,  town,  or  township:  And  whereas 
the  said  provision  contained  in  the  act  above-mentioned  has 
been  found  to  have  been  and  to  be  inconvenient  and  oppres¬ 
sive,  inasmuch  as  it  often  prevents  an  industrious  poor  per¬ 
son  from  receiving  such  occasional  relief  as  is  best  suited  to 
the  peculiar  case  of  such  poor  person,  and  inasmuch  as  in 
certain  cases  it  holds  out  conditions  of  relief  injurious  to  the 
comfort  and  domestick  situation  and  happiness  of  such  poor 
persons Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  King’s  most  excel¬ 
lent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual 
and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  present  parliament  as¬ 
sembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That,  from  and 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  probation  of 
the  overseer  or  overseers  of  any  parish,  town,  township,  or  *he  Parlsh“ 
place,  with  the  approbation  of  the  parishioners,  or  the  majo-  any  justice, 
rity  of  them,  in  vestry,  or  other  usual  place  of  meeting  assem-  may  relieve 
bled,  or  writh  the  approbation  in  writing  of  any  of  His 
Majesty’s  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace  usually  acting  in  and  homes, 
for  the  respective  ditrict,  to  distribute  and  pay  collection  and 
relief  to  any  industrious  poor  person  or  persons  at  his,  her, 
or  their  homes,  house  or  houses,  under  certain  circumstances 
of  temporary  illness  or  distress,  and  in  certain  cases  respect¬ 
ing  such  poor  person,  or  his,  her,  or  their  family,  or  respect¬ 
ing  the  situation,  health,  or  condition  of  any  poor-house  or 
poor-houses,  in  any  parish,  town,  township,  or  place,  wherein 
a  house  or  houses  shall  have  been  or  shall  be  so  hired,  built, 
or  purchased,  and  a  contract  made  with  any  person  or  per¬ 
sons  for  lodging,  keeping,  maintaining,  and  employing,  any 
or  all  poor  persons  who  shall  desire  to  receive  collection  or 
relief,  although  such  poor  person  or  persons  shall  refuse  to  be 
lodged,  kept  and  maintained,  within  such  house  or  houses, 
any  thing  in  the  said  act  passed  in  the  niiith  year  of  His 
Majesty  King  George  the  First,  to  the  contrary  notwith¬ 
standing. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Justices 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  of  His  Majesty’s  m^7f°^er 
justice  or  justices  or  the  peace  for  any  county,  city,  town,  poor  persons 
or  place,  usually  acting  in  and  for  the  district  wherein  the  their  own 
same  shall  be  situated,  at  his  or  their  just  and  proper  dis¬ 
cretion,  to  direct  and  order  collection  and  relief  to  any 
industrious  poor  person  or  persons,  and  lie,  she,  or  they 

shall 
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shall  be  entitled  to  ask  and  to  receive  such  relief  at  his,  her, 
or  their  homes,  house  or  houses,  in  any  parish,  town,  town¬ 
ship,  or  place,  notwithstanding  any  contract  shall  have  been 
or  shall  be  made  with  any  person  or  persons  for  lodging, 
keeping,  maintaining,  and  employing,  any  and  all  poor  per¬ 
sons  in  a  house  or  houses  for  such  purpose  hired  or  pur¬ 
chased  ;  and  the  churchwarden  or  churchwardens,  overseer 
or  overseers,  for  such  parish,  town,  township,  or  place,  are 
required,  and  directed  to  obey  and  perform  such  order  for 
relief  given  by  any  justice  or  justices  as  aforesaid. 

III.  Provided  always,  That  the  special  cause,  as  herein¬ 
before  mentioned,  of  ordering  and  directing  collection  or 
to  be  assign-  relief  to  any  poor  person  or  persons,  at  his,  her,  or  their 
nr  i°r  of  ^the  k°mes>  house  or  houses,  be  assigned  and  written  on  each 
justice,  &c.  order  for  relief  given  and  directed  by  any  justice  or  justices 
as  aforesaid ;  and  provided  always  that  such  order  be  given 
for,  and  do  remain  in  force  for  a  time  not  to  exceed  one 
month  from  the  date  of  such  order :  Provided  also,  that  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  two  justices  as  aforesaid  to 
make  any  further  order  for  the  same  or  like  purpose,  for  any 
further  time  not  exceeding  one  month  from  the  date  of  such 
order,  and  so  on  from  time  to  time,  as  the  occasion  shall 
require,  such  justice  or  justices  first  administering  an  oath 
as  to  the  need  and  cause  of  such  relief  in  each  of  the  above 
cases,  and  thereon  summoning  the  overseer  or  overseers  of 
the  poor  of  the  parish,  town,  township,  or  place,  to  be 
charged  with  such  relief,  to  shew  cause  why  such  poor  per¬ 
son  or  persons  should  not  receive  such  relief  in  manner  as 
by  law  provided  in  cases  where  no  contract  for  lodging, 
keeping,  and  maintaining  the  poor,  shall  as  aforesaid  have 
been  made. 

Act  not  to  IV.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That 

extend  to  "  1 

places  where  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  construed,; 

houses  of  in-  deemed,  or  taken  to  extend,  to  authorize,  empower,  or 
enable,  any  overseer  or  overseers,  or  any  justice  or  justices 
of  the  peace  as  aforesaid,  to  direct  or  order  to  distribute  and 
pay,  or  to  be  distributed  and  paid,  any  collection  or  relief 
to  any  poor  person  or  persons,  at  his,  her,  or  their  homes, 
house  or  houses,  as  aforesaid,  in  any  parish,  town,  township, 
or  place,  in  or  for  which  any  house  of  industry  or  other 
place  for  the  reception  and  provision  of  the  poor  thereof* 
hath  been  already  erected  or  provided,  or  shall  hereafter  be 

erected 
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erected  or  provided,  by  and  under  the  authority  or  directions 
of  an  act,  passed  in  the  twenty-second  year  of  the  reign  of 
His  present  Majesty,  intituled,  An  act  for  the  better  relief 
and  employment  of  the  poor ,  or  under  the  authority  or  di¬ 
rections  of  any  special  act  of  parliament  or  law  already 
passed  for  such  parish,  town,  township,  or  place,  and  now  in 
force  for  that  purpose  ;  but  that  in  every  such  case  all  such 
last  mentioned  poor  person  or  persons  shall  be  provided  for 
and  relieved  in  such  and  the  same  manner  as  before  the 
making  and  passing  of  this  act. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

That  this  act  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  a  publick  act ; 
and  shall  be  judicially  taken  notice  of  as  such,  by  all  judges, 
justices,  and  other  persons  whomsoever,  without  specially 
pleading  the  same. 


[41  Geo.  III.  Cap.  9.] 


An  Act  to  explain  and  amend  an  Act ,  made  in  the 
Twenty-second  Year  of  the  Reign  of  His  present 
Majesty ,  intituled ,  An  Act  for  the  better  Relief  and 
Employment  of  the  Poor.  [8 tk  December  1800.] 


“  T  T  T  HERE  AS  by  an  act,  made  in  the  twenty-second  year  * 

VV  - : _ ru: _ j. ti/t_ ,i _ .1  ,# _ ,  c.  83.  re- 
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VV  of  the  reign  of  His  present  Majsety,  intituled,  An  act 
for  the  better  relief  and  employment  of  the  poor,  the  justices  of 
the  peace  are  empowered  to  appoint  one  guardian,  and  no  more, 
for  each  parish  desirous  of  being  regulated  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  said  act :  And  whereas  in  many  parishes,  by 
reason  of  their  extent  and  population,  one  such  guardian  is 
not  found  to  be  sufficient  for  the  performance  of  the  duties 
thereby  required Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  King’s 
most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con¬ 
sent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in 
this  prerent  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  if  in  any  parish  which  shall  have  adopted  Twojus- 
the  provisions  of  the  said  act  either  alone  or  in  conjunction  *'5es.of 
vol.  11.  [s]  with 
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appoint  ad-  witli  any  other  parish  it  shall  be  the  opinion  of  two  thirds  in 
Guardians  of  number  and  value  of  the  owners  or  occupiers  of  lands, 
the  poor,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  qualified  as  by  the  said  act 
cited  aa  on  *s  recJu^red,  who  shall  be  present  at  a  publick  meeting  to  be 
its  being  called  for  that  purpose,  pursuant  to  notice  thereof  given  in 
certified,  m  jjie  church  or  chapel  of  the  said  parish,  on  the  Sunday  pre- 

manner  ,  1  .  .  .  f,  .  .  .  , 

herein  di-  ceding,  that  one  guardian  is  insufficient  for  carrying  into  due 

rected,  that  execution  the  provisions  of  the  said  act,  and  the  same  shall 
one  is  msuf-  %  1 

ficient.  be  certified  by  two  or  more  of  the  persons  present  at  suen 

meeting,  in  writing  under  their  hands,  to  two  or  more  jus¬ 
tices  of  the  peace  acting  for  the  distinct  or  division  within  which 
such  parish  shall  be  situate,  together  with  the  names  of  four 
or  more  fit  and  proper  persons  qualified  for  the  office  of 
guardian  as  by  the  said  act  is  required,  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  said  justices,  by  writing  under  their  hands, 
according  to  the  form  prescribed  in  the  schedule  to  the  said 
act,  to  appoint  such  and  so  many  of  the  said  persons  to  be 
guardians  of  the  poor  within  such  parish,  as  they  in  their 
discretion  shall  think  fit,  and  as  shall  be  necessary  for  duly 
carrying  the  purposes  of  the  said  act  into  execution. 

Guardians  “  II.  And  whereas  by  the  said  act  all  the  churchwardens 
of  the  poor,  and  overseers  of  the  poor  are  directed  to  pay  to  the  guardians 
meTtin°s,ly  the  Poor  i*1  parishes  not  united,  and  to  the  treasurer  in 
with  appro-  parishes  united  as  therein  mentioned,  such  sums  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  support  of  the  poor  in  manner  therein  men¬ 
tioned,  and  the  guardians  are  also  directed  to  pay  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  poor  house  the  sums  required  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  and  support  thereof,  which  in  default  of  payment 
may  be  levied  by  warrant  of  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  of 
such  guardians  under  the  hand  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  ;  but 
no  provision  is  made  to  enforce  the  payment  of  the  monies  di- 
the  purposes  rected  to  be  paid  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  afore- 
of  recited  said:”  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 

2C  t  • 

the  guardians  of  the  poor  present  at  a  monthly  meeting  held 
according  to  the  directions  of  the  said  act,  with  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  visitor,  who  shall  sign  the  same,  to  make  an 
order  on  the  churchwardens  or  overseers  or  collector  of 
the  poor’s  rates,  some  or  one  of  them,  for  so  much  money 
in  default  of  as  shall  be  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  the  said  act ;  and  if 
payment,  the  churchwardens  or  overseers,  or  person  or  persons  to 
ievy^iTby  ^  whom  the  order  shall  be  directed,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to 
distress.  pay  the  same  to  the  treasurer  or  guardian  to  whom  the  same 
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is  made  payable  within  seven  days  after  it  shall  be  demanded, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  justice  of  the  peace  within  the 
division  or  district,  upon  proof  made  on  oath  of  such  default, 
to  issue  his  warrant  for  levying  the  said  sums  by  distress  and 
sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  said  churchwardens 
and  overseers,  or  other  person  or  persons,  in  like  manner 
as  by  the  said  act  is  provided  in  case  of  non-payment  by  the 
guardians  of  the  poor. 

“  III.  And  whereas  by  the  said  act  no  provision  is  made  Twojus- 
for  the  appointment  of  a  treasurer,  in  the  case  of  a  single  o^  a  ^brl- 
parish  adopting  the  regulations  of  the  said  act,  although  from  tion,  ap- 
its  population  it  may  be  found  necessary  and  convenient:”  F^er  for 
Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  single  pa- 
two  justices  for  the  district  or  division  within  which  any  rish; v;Ith 

*  .  .  J  a  salary  not 

such  parish  shall  be  situate,  to  whom  the  expediency  oi  exceeding 
such  appointment  shall  be  made  appear,  by  application  from  Io1, 
two  thirds  in  number  and  value  of  the  owners  and  occupiers 
of  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  qualified  as  by  the 
said  act  is  directed,  to  appoint  a  treasurer  for  the  poor 
house  in  such  parish,  with  a  salary  not  exceeding  ten  pounds, 
according  to  the  form  prescribed  in  the  schedule  to  the  said 
act,  in  the  case  of  united  parishes. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  person  aggrieved  Persons  ag. 

by  the  act  of  any  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace  out  of  sncvedmay 

•  •  1  ,,  J  .  .  r*  \  .  aPPeal  t0 

sessions,  in  anu  concerning  the  execution  or  this  act,  may  the  next 

appeal  to  the  next  general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  for  qua^ter 

®  ^  *  sessions, 

the  county,  riding,  liberty,  division,  precinct,  or  district 

wherein  such  act  was  done,  giving  eight  days’  notice  thereof 
to  the  party  against  whom  the  complaint  shall  be  made,  and 
giving  security  by  recognizance  to  be  acknowledged  before 
a  justice  of  the  peace,  with  a  sufficient  surety  to  pay  the 
costs  attending  such  appeal,  if  the  matter  shall  be  deter¬ 
mined  against  the  appellant ;  and  the  justices  at  such  quar¬ 
ter  sessions  are  hereby  authorized  to  hear  and  determine 
such  appeal,  and  to  award  such  costs  for  or  against  the  ap¬ 
pellant,  as  they  shall  see  just  cause  so  to  do,  which  determi¬ 
nation  shall  be  final,  and  shall  not  be  removed  by  certiorari. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  shall  be  Publick  act. 
deemed  and  taken  to  be  a  publick  act ;  and  shall  be  judi¬ 
cially  taken  notice  of  as  such,  by  all  judges,  justices,  and 

other  persons  whomsoever,  without  specially  pleading  the 
same. 
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An  Act  for  the  better  Collection  of  Rates  made  for  the 

Relief  of  the  Poor,  [18 th  April  1 801.3 

# 

“  \\7  HEREAS  by  an  act  of  parliament  made  and  passed 
*  *  in  the  seventeenth  year  of  the  reign  of  His  late 
Majesty  King  George  the  Second,  intituled,  An  Act  for 
remedying  some  defects  in  the  act  made  in  the  forty-third 
year  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  intitided,  i  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor  power  was  given  to  justices  of  the 
peace,  upon  appeals  from  rates  and  assessments,  where  they 
should  see  just  cause  to  give  relief,  to  amend  the  same  in 
such  manner  only  as  should  be  necessary  for  giving  such 
relief,  without  altering  such  rates  or  assessments  with  re¬ 
spect  to  other  persons  mentioned  in  the  same:  And  whereas 
the  quashing  or  setting  aside  of  rates  or  assessments  made 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  is  attended  with  great  incon¬ 
venience;  and  it  hath  happened,  in  consequence  of  the 
rate  or  assessment  being  quashed  or  set  aside,  or  of  no¬ 
tice  of  appeal  against  the  whole  rate  being  given,  the 
churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  have  not  had  any 
money  in  hand  for  the  relief  and  maintenance  of  the  poor:" 
For  remedy  whereof,  may  it  please  Your  Majesty  that  it  may 
be  enacted ;  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  King’s  most  excellent 
Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  lords 
spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  present  par¬ 
liament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That, 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  upon  all  appeals 
from  any  rate  or  assessment  made  for  the  relief  of  the  poor 
of  any  parish,  township,  vill,  or  place,  the  court  of  general 
or  quarter-sessions  of  the  peace  shall,  and  such  court  is 
hereby  authorized  and  required  (in  all  cases  where  they 
shall  see  just  cause  to  give  relief)  to  amend  such  rate  or 
assessment,  either  by  inserting  therein  or  striking  out  the 
name  or  names  of  any  person  or  persons,  or  by  altering  the 
sum  or  sums  therein  charged  on  any  person  or  persons,  or 
in  any  other  manner  which  the  said  court  shall  think  neces¬ 
sary  for  giving  such  relief,  and  without  quashing  or  wholly 
setting  aside  such  rate  or  assessment :  Provided  always,  that 

if 
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if  the  said  court  shall  be  of  opinion  that  it  is  necessary,  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  relief  to  the  person  or  persons  appeal¬ 
ing,  that  the  rate  or  assessment  should  be  wholly  quashed, 
then  the  said  court  may  quash  the  same ;  but  nevertheless, 
all  and  every  the  sum  and  sums  of  money  in  and  by  such 
rate  or  assessment  charged  on  any  person  or  persons,  shall 
and  may  be  levied  and  recovered  by  such  ways  and  means, 
and  in  such  and  the  same  manner,  as  if  no  appeal  had  been 
made  against  such  rate  or  assessment ;  and  all  and  every 
the  sum  and  sums  of  money  which  any  person  or  persons 
charged  in  such  rate  or  assessment  shall  pay,  or  which  shall 
be  levied  upon  or  recovered  from  him,  her,  or  them,  shall 
be  deemed  and  taken  as  payments,  on  account  of  the  next 
effective  rate  or  rates,  assessment  or  assessments,  which 
shall  be  made  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  the  same  parish, 
township,  vill,  or  place. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the  Notice  of 

passing  of  this  act,  all  and  every  the  sum  and  sums  of  appeal  nor 
1  °  J  .  to  prevent 

money  at  which  any  person  or  persons  is  or  are  or  shall  be  distress 

rated  or  assessed,  in  any  rate  or  assessment  made  for  the  !.)eins macJe 

*  for  the  re- 

relief  of  the  poor  of  any  parish,  township,  vill,  or  place,  coveryofthe 
shall  and  may  be  levied  and  recovered  by  distress,  and  all  ra^e^  F°- 
other  lawful  ways  and  means,  notwithstanding  the  persons  sum  p,e  not 
or  persons  so  rated  or  assessed,  or  any  other  person  or  per-  greater  than 
sons,  shall  have  given  notice  or  appeal  trom  or  against  such  in  the  last 
rate  or  assessment,  for  any  cause  whatsoever :  Provided  al-  effective 
ways,  that  if  any  person,  rated  or  assessed  in  any  rate  or  rate* 
assessment,  made  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  shall  give  such 
notice  of  appeal  as  hereinafter  mentioned,  to  the  church¬ 
wardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  any  parish,  township, 
vill,  or  place,  or  any  two  of  them,  then,  from  and  after  the 
giving  of  such  notice,  and  until  the  appeal  shall  have  been 
heard  and  determined,  no  proceedings  shall  be  commenced 
or  carried  on  to  recover  any  greater  sum  or  sums  of  money 
from  such  person  or  persons,  than  the  sum  or  sums  at  which 
he,  she,  or  they,  or  any  occupier  of  the  same  premises, 
shall  have  been  rated  or  assessed  in  the  last  effective  rate 
which  shall  have  been  collected  in  such  parish,  township, 
vill,  or  place. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  the  said  court  Quarter  s«- 

.  _  .  sions  having 

of  general  or  quarter  sessions  or  the  peace  shall  upon  appeal  ordered  a 

order  any  rate  or  assessment  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  to  be  rate  to  be 

[s  3]  quashed, 
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&c. 


Appeals 
may  be  de¬ 
cided,  if  the 
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sent,  al¬ 
though  no¬ 
tice  be  not 
given. 


quashed,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  court  to  order  that 
any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  in  and  by  such  rate  or  assess¬ 
ment  charged  on  any  person  or  persons,  or  any  part  of  any 
such  sum  or  sums,  not  to  be  paid,  and  then  and  in  every  such 
case  no  proceedings  shall,  after  making  such  order,  be  com¬ 
menced;  or  if  any  proceedings  shall  have  been  previoufly  com¬ 
menced,  such  proceedings  shall  be  no  further  prosecuted  or 
carried  on  for  the  purpose  of  levying  or  enforcing  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  any  sum  or  sums  which  shall  be  so  ordered  by  the 
said  court  not  to  be  paid  as  aforesaid  ;  Provided  always,  that 
no  justice  of  the  peace,  constable,  or  other  officer  of  the  peace, 
or  other  person,  shall  be  deemed  a  trespasser,  or  liable  to  any 
action,  for  any  warrant,  order,  act,  or  thing,  which  such  jus¬ 
tice,  constable,  or  other  officer  or  person  shall  have  granted, 
made,  executed,  or  done,  for  the  purpose  of  levying  or  en¬ 
forcing  the  payment  of  any  such  sum  or  sums  of  money,  be¬ 
fore  lie  shall  have  had  notice  in  writing  of  the  order  for  the 
non-payment  of  such  sum  or  sums  of  money,  which  the  said 
court  is  hereby  authorized  to  make  as  aforesaid. . 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act,  all  notices  of  appeal  from  or  against  any 
rate  or  assessment  made  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  or  from  or 
against  the  account  of  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the 
poor  of  any  parish,  township,  vill,  or  place,  shall  be  in  writing, 
and  shall  be  signed  by  the  person  or  persons  giving  the  same, 
or  his,  her,  or  their  attorney  on  his,  her,  or  their  behalf ;  and 
such  notices  of  appeal  shall  be  delivered  to  or  left  at  the 
places  of  abode  of  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the 
poor  of  the  parish,  township,  vill,  or  place,  or  any  two  of 
them,  and  the  particular  causes  or  grounds  of  appeal  shall  be 
stated  and  specified  in  such  notice ;  and  upon  the  hearing  of 
any  appeal  from  or  against  any  such  rate  or  assessment,  or 
account,  the  court  of  general  or  quarter  sessions  to  which 
such  appeal  shall  be  made,  shall  not  examine  or  inquire  into 
any  other  cause  or  ground  of  appeal  than  such  as  are  or  is 
stated  and  specified  in  the  notice  of  appeal. 

V.  Provided  nevertheless,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That, 
with  the  consent  of  the  overseers,  signified  by  them  or  their 
attorney  in  open  court,  and  w  ith  the  consent  of  any  other  per¬ 
son  interested  therein,  the  said  court  of  sessions  may  proceed 
to  hear  and  decide  upon  such  appeal,  although  no  notice 
thereof  shall  have  been  given  in  writing ;  and  also  that  with 
the  like  consent  such  court  may  hear  and  decide  upon  grounds 
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of  appeal,  not  stated  or  mistated  in  such  written  notice,  where 
any  notice  shall  have  been  given  in  writing. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act,  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  appeal 
against  any  rate  or  assessment  made  for  the  relief  of  the  poor, 
because  any  other  person  or  persons  is  or  are  rated  or  assess¬ 
ed  in  such  rate  or  assessment,  or  is  or  are  omitted  to  be  rated 
or  assessed  therein,  or  because  any  other  person  or  persons 
is  or  are  rated  or  assessed  in  any  such  rate  or  assessment  at 
any  greater  or  less  sum  or  sums  of  money  than  the  sum  or 
sums  at  which  he,  she,  or  they  ought  to  be  rated  or  assessed 
therein,  or  for  any  other  cause  that  may  require  any  altera¬ 
tion  to  be  made  in  such  rate  or  assessment  with  respect  to 
any  other  person  or  persons,  then,  and  in  every  such  case 
the  person  or  persons  so  appealing  for  the  causes  aforesaid, 
or  any  of  them,  shall  give  such  notice  of  appeal,  in  writing  as 
hereinbefore  mentioned,  not  only  to  the  churchwardens  or 
overseers  of  the  poor,  or  any  two  or  more  of  them,  but  also 
to  the  other  person  or  persons  so  interested  or  concerned  in 
the  event  of  such  appeal  as  aforesaid  ;  and  such  other  person 
or  persons  shall,  if  he,  she,  or  they  shall  so  desire,  be  heard 
upon  the  said  appeal ;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  court  of 
general  or  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace,  on  the  hearing  of 
such  appeal,  to  order  the  name  or  names  of  such  other  per¬ 
son  or  persons  to  be  inserted  in  such  rate  or  assessment,  and 
him,  her,  or  them  to  be  therein  rated  and  assessed  at  any  sum 
or  sums  of  money,  or  to  order  the  name  or  names  of  such  other 
person  or  persons  to  be  struck  out  of  such  rate  or  assessment, 
or  the  sum  or  sums  at  which  he,  she,  or  they  is  or  are  rated 
or  assessed  therein,  to  be  altered,  in  such  manner  as  the  said 
court  shall  think  right ;  and  the  proper  officer  of  the  said 
court  shall  forthwith  add  to  or  alter  the  rate  or  assessment 
accordingly. 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  upon  the  hearing 
of  any  appeal  from  or  against  any  rate  or  assessment,  the  said 
court  shall  order  the  name  or  names  of  any  person  or  per¬ 
sons  to  be  inserted  therein,  and  him,  her,  or  them  to  be  rated 
or  assessed  at  any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  or  shall  order  the 
sum  or  sums  at  which  any  person  or  persons  is  or  are  therein 
rated  or  assessed  to  be  raised  or  increased,  then,  and  in  such 
case  all  and  every  the  sum  and  sums  of  money,  at  or  to  which 
such  person  or  persons  shall  be  so  ordered  to  be  rated  or  as¬ 
sessed,  or  to  be  raised  or  increased,  or  so  much  thereof  as 
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shall  not  have  been  already  paid,  shall  and  may  be  recovered 
in  such  and  the  same  manner,  and  by  such  and  the  same 
means,  as  if  he,  she,  or  they  had  been  originally  named  in 
such  rate  or  assessment,  and  rated  or  assessed  therein  at  such 
sum  or  sums  of  money, 

VIII.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  upon  the  hearing  of  any 
appeal  from  any  rate  or  assessment  for  the  relief  of  the  poor, 
the  court  of  general  or  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  shall 
order  the  name  or  names  of  any  person  or  persons  to  be  struck 
out  of  such  rate  or  assessment,  or  the  sum  or  sums  rated  or 
assessed  on  any  person  or  persons  to  be  decreased  or  low¬ 
ered  ;  and  if  it  shall  be  made  appear  to  the  said  court,  that 
such  person  or  persons  hath  or  have,  previously  to  the  hear¬ 
ing  of  such  appeal,  paid  any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  such  rate  or  assessment,  which  he,  she,  or  they 
ought  not  to  have  paid,  or  been  charged  with,  then  and  in 
every  such  case  the  said  court  shall  order  all  and  every  such 
sum  and  sums  of  money  to  be  repaid  and  returned,  by  the 
said  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor,  to  the  person 
or  persons  having  paid  the  same  respectively,  together  with 
all  reasonable  costs,  charges,  and  expences,  occasioned  by 
such  person  or  persons  having  paid  or  been  required  to  pay 
the  same ;  and  all  and  every  the  sum  and  sums  of  money  so 
ordered  to  be  repaid  or  returned  by  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers  of  the  poor,  or  any  of  them,  shall  and  may,  together 
with  all  such  costs,  charges,  and  expences  as  aforesaid,  be 
levied  and  recovered  from  them,  or  any  of  them,  by  distress 
and  all  such  other  ways  and  means  as  the  money  charged, 
rated,  or  assessed  on  any  person,  by  any  rate  or  assessment 
made  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  can  or  may  be  by  law  levied 
or  recovered. 

“  IX.  And  whereas  it  may  have  happened  that  the  church¬ 
wardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  some  parishes,  townships, 
vills,  or  places,  have  not  been  able  to  collect  a  sum  of  money  suf¬ 
ficient  for  the  relief  and  maintenance  of  the  poor  within  or  be¬ 
longing  to  the  same,  but  they,  or  the  guardian  or  guardians  of 
the  poor  of  such  parishes,  townships,  vills,  or  places,  have  hereto¬ 
fore  actually  advanced  and  expended  considerable  sums  for  that 
purpose;”  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  any  parish,  town¬ 
ship, vill,  or  place,  or  any  of  them,  out  of  any  money  which 
they  or  any  of  them  shall  collect  or  receive  by  virtue  or 
in  pursuance  of  any  rate  or  assessment  made  for  the  relief 
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payment. 


of  the  poor  of  such  parish,  township,  vill,  or  place,  to  repay  sessions,  on 
and  reimburse  the  preceding  churchwardens  and  overseers,  ‘‘PP5,catlon 

r  0  ...  being  made 

guardian  or  guardians  of  the  poor  of  such  parish,  township,  to  them, 
vill,  or  place,  all  such  sums  of  money  as  they  or  any  of  them  sliall  make 
have  heret  ofore  advanced  or  expended  for  the  relief  and  main- 
tenance  of  the  poor  within  or  belonging  to  such  parish,  town¬ 
ship,  vill,  or  place,  during  the  time  that  no  rate  or  assessment 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor  thereof  has  been  made,  or  during  the 
time  that  any  appeal  has  been  depending  which  affected  the 
whole  of  such  rate  or  assessment,  or  upon  the  hearing  of 
which,  the  same  might  be  wdiolly  quashed  or  set  aside ;  and 
in  case  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  any 
parish,  township,  vill,  or  place,  shall  not  pay  to  the  pre¬ 
ceding  churchwardens  and  overseers,  guardian  or  guardians, 
all  such  sums  of  money  as  they  or  any  of  them  have  so  ad¬ 
vanced  and  expended  for  the  relief  and  maintenance  of  the 
poor  as  aforesaid,  within  fourteen  days  next  after  demand  in 
writing  made  for  that  purpose,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  pre¬ 
ceding  churchwardens  and  overseers,  guardian  or  guardians 
of  the  poor,  or  any  of  them,  to  apply  to  the  then  next  court 
of  general  or  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  county, 
riding,  division,  town,  corporation,  or  franchise,  within  -which 
such  parish,  township,  vill,  or  place  is  situate,  giving  due  no¬ 
tice  in  writing  of  such  application  to  the  then  churchwardens 
and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  such  parish,  township,  vill,  or 
place,  or  any  two  or  more  of  them  ;  and  the  said  court  of 
general  or  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  shall  enquire  into 
the  matter  of  the  said  application,  and  examine  the  parties 
and  their  witnesses  upon  oath,  and  shall  make  an  order  upon 
the  then  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  such  pa¬ 
rish,  township,  vill,  or  place,  or  any  of  them,  out  of  the  money 
collected  or  received,  or  to  be  collected  or  received  by  them, 
or  any  of  them,  under  or  in  pursuance  of  any  rate  or  assessment 
made  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  to  pay  such  sum  or  sums  of 
money  to  the  preceding  churchwardens  and  overseers,  guar¬ 
dian  or  guardians  of  the  poor  of  the  same,  or  any  of  them,  as 
the  said  court  shall  think  fit ;  and  all  and  every  the  sum  and 
sums  of  money  so  ordered  by  the  said  court  to  be  paid,  shall 
and  may  be  levied  and  recovered  by  distress,  and  all  such 
other  ways  and  means  as  the  money  charged,  rated,  or  as¬ 
sessed  on  any  person  by  any  rate  or  assessment  made  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor,  can  or  may  be  by  law  levied  or  recovered. 
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An  Act  for  better  Payment  of  Fines  and  Forfeitures  itn - 
posed  by  Justices  out  of  Session ,  in  England. 

-  [27 th  June  1801.J 

“  TT'OR  the  better  bringing  to  account  and  making  payment 
of  such  share  of  fines,  forfeitures,  and  penalties,  due  to 
His  Majesty,  which  are  not  by  law  payable  to  any  particular 
persons,  commissioners  or  others,  levied  before  justices  of  the 
peace  acting  out  of  sessions;”  be  it  enacted  by  the  King’s  most 
excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  present  par¬ 
liament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That, from 
and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  every 
justice  of  the  peace  acting  out  of  session  for  any  county, 
riding,  city,  borough,  division,  or  place,  in  England,  to  re¬ 
ceive  all  fines,  forfeitures,  and  penalties,  imposed  by  him  or 
any  other  justice  of  the  peace  as  aforesaid,  acting  out  of  ses¬ 
sions,  and  not  made  payable  to  any  body  or  bodies  corporate, 
or  any  commissioners  of  any  public  boards,  or  any  other  per¬ 
son  or  persons,  and  to  give  receipts  for  the  same,  which 
receipts  shall  be  a  sufficient  discharge  to  the  parties  by  whom 
the  said  fines  shall  be  payable ;  and  every  such  justice  shall, 
by  himself  or  clerk,  keep  an  account,  in  a  book  to  be  pro¬ 
vided  for  that  purpose,  of  the  amount  of  every  fine,  forfeiture, 
or  penalty,  which  shall  have  been  set  or  imposed  by  any 
adjudication  or  order  made  by  every  such  justice,  specifying 
the  place  and  time  and  manner  of  such  adjudication  or  order, 
the  nature  of  the  offence,  and  the  act  or  acts  under  which  the 
same  was  adjudged,  and  the  name  or  names  of  the  person  or 
persons  on  whom  such  fine,  forfeiture,  or  penalty  was  set  or 
imposed ;  distinguishing  whether  the  same  was  paid  or  levied, 
and  what  part  or  share  thereof,  if  any,  has  been,  or  shall  be 
paid  or  payable  to  any  body  or  bodies  corporate,  commis¬ 
sioners,  or  person  or  persons,  with  the  name  and  description 
of  such  body  or  bodies,  commissioners,  person  or  persons,  and 
the  authority  under  which  he,  she,  or  they  claimed  such  part 
or  share ;  and  shall  annually,  previous  to  the  Michaelmas 
session,  pay  into  the  hands  of  every  sheriff  of  the  county  or 
city,  and  town  and  county  having  a  separate  sheriff,  for 

which 
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which  such  justice  shall  have  acted  in  imposing  such  fines,  all 
such  fines,  forfeitures,  or  penalties,  or  the  parts  or  shares  of 
such  fines,  forfeitures,  or  penalties,  as  shall  be  due  to  His 
Majesty,  his  heirs  or  successors  ;  and  the  sheriff  or  his  under 
sheriff  is  hereby  required  to  give  an  acquittance  for  the 
same,  which  shall  be  a  full  discharge  to  every  such  justice, 
his  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  for  such  fines,  for¬ 
feitures,  or  penalties,  or  parts  or  shares  thereof. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  justice  of  the 
peace  shall,  previous  to  the  Michaelmas  sessions,  annually 
transmit  to  the  clerk  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  city,  or  town, 
or  clerk  of  the  town  within  which  such  fine,  forfeiture,  or 
penalty  shall  have  been  imposed,  an  account  in  writing,  stating 
the  several  fines,  forfeitures,  and  penalties,  which  have  been 
imposed  by  him,  and  shewing  which  have  been  received  by 
him,  and  from  whom,  and  for  what  offences ;  which  account 
the  clerk  of  the  peace  or  town  clerk  shall  enter  in  his  estreats 
with  the  names  of  the  justices,  that  the  sheriff  maybe  charged 
with  the  same  in  his  apposal,  before  the  foreign  apposer,  to 
the  end  that  the  same  may  be  set  over  and  answered  to  the 
crown,  in  like  manner  as  in  the  case  of  fines  and  forfeitures 
set  or  imposed  at  any  session  of  the  peace. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  as  often  as  two  or 
more  justices  shall  act  together  in  setting  or  imposing  any  fine, 
forfeiture,  or  penalty,  then  the  said  account  shall  be  kept, 
and  a  copy  of  it  shall  be  delivered  or  transmitted,  and  the 
payment  as  aforesaid  shall  be  made  by  such  one  of  the  said 
two  or  more  justices,  as  shall  reside  at  or  near  the  place  where 
such  adjudication  or  order  was  made,  or  at  or  nearest  the 
place  where  such  general  quarter  sessions  shall  be  held. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  several  clerks 
of  the  peace  or  town  clerks,  or  their  deputies,  shall,  within 
ten  days  next  after  any  such  general  quarter  sessions  of  the 
peace  in  which  such  justice  shall  h^ve  returned  any  convic¬ 
tion  as  aforesaid,  deliver  to  the  bailiff  or  chief  constable  of  the 
district  where  any  person  shall  reside,  who  shall  by  law  be 
entitled  to  any  share  or  proportion  of  any  fines,  forfeitures, 
or  penalties  which  shall  have  been  had  and  received,  by  any 
such  justice  as  aforesaid,  an  account  in  writing  of  such  fines, 
forfeitures,  and  penalties ;  which  bailiff  or  chief  constable 
shall  transmit  an  account  thereof  to  the  petty  constable  of 
the  parish,  township,  or  place  where  such  person  shall  reside, 

that 


[283] 


The  justice 
shall  also 
transmit  an 
account  of 
such  fines 
and  forfeit¬ 
ures  to  the 
clerk  of  the 
peace  or 
town  clerk, 
that  the  she¬ 
riff  may  be 
charged 
therewith  in 
his  apposal, 
&c. 


Where  two 
justices  shall 
impose  fines, 
the  account 
shall  be  kept 
& c.  and 
payment 
made  by  the 
one  resident 
at  the  place 
of  adjudica¬ 
tion. 

Constables 
on  receiving 
accounts  of 
such  fines  to 
give  notice 
to  the  per¬ 
sons  entitled 
thereto. 


[284] 


42  Geo,  III.  e<  46.  Overseers  of  the  Poor 


Act  not  to 
prevent  of¬ 
ficers  of  the 
crown  from 
allowing 
fines  as 
heretofore, 
&c. 


that  notice  may  be  given  to  the  person  so  entitled,  that  he 
may,  without  delay,  apply  to  such  justice  for  his  share  of 
such  fine,  forfeiture,  or  penalty. 

V.  Provided  always,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  con¬ 
strued  to  extend  to  prevent  the  officers  of  the  crown  from 
allowing  any  fines,  forfeitures,  or  penalties,  levied  by  justices 
of  the  peace,  for  justices’  wages,  in  the  same  manner  as  other 
fines  are  now  allowed  by  law  ;  and  provided  also,  that  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  sheriffs,  or  any  other  persons  empowered  to  al¬ 
low  the  same,  to  have  an  allowance  of  the  same  poundage  on 
the  balance  of  such  fines  charged  on  them  after  an  allowance 
for  justices’  wages,  in  like  manner  as  for  fines  at  the  assizes. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  nothing  herein  con¬ 
tained  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  the  payment  to  the 

the  receiver  receiver  of  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  by  the  justices  or 
by  the  jus-  tlieir  clerks,  in  any  of  the  seven  public  offices  appointed  by 
tices  or  their  virtue  of  an  act,  passed  in  the  thirty-second  year  of  His  pre- 
any  of'  the  Majesty’s  reign,  intituled,  An  act  for  the  more  effectual 

seven  public  administrntion  of  the  office  of  a  justice  of  the  peace ,  in  suck 
pointed  by  Paris  °f  the  counties  of  Middlesex  and  Surrey,  as  lie  in  and 
32  Geo.  III.  near  the  metropolis ,  and  for  the  more  effectual  prevention  of 
c*53*  felonies. 


Nor  to  pre¬ 
vent  the 
payment  to 


[42  Geo.  III.  Cap.  46.] 

An  Act  to  require  Overseers  and  Guardians  of  the  Poor , 
to  keep  a  Register  of  the  several  Children  who  shall  he 
hound  or  assigned  hy  them  as  Apprentices ;  and  to  ex¬ 
tend  the  Provisions  of  an  Act ,  passed  in  the  Twentieth 
Year  of  the  Reign  of  His  Present  Majesty,  to  the  hind - 
ing  of  Apprentices  bff  Houses  of  Industry ,  or  Establish¬ 
ments  for  the  Poor ,  which  have  been  authorized  so  to  do 
hy  subsequent  Acts,  [7 th  May  1802.] 

43EI1Z.  c.2.  <c  TTTIIEREAS  by  an  Act,  passed  in  the  forty-third 
*  »  year  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth ,  intituled,  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  every 
parish  are  enabled  to  bind  out  any  poor  children  as  appren¬ 
tices,  until  every  such  poor  male  child  shall  attain  the  age  of 
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twenty-four  years,  and  until  every  such  female  child  shall  at¬ 
tain  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  or  the  time  of  her  mar¬ 
riage  :  And  whereas  it  would  tend  to  the  benefit  of  the 
children  so  bound  as  apprentices,  if  the  overseers  of  the  poor 
were  required  to  keep  a  register  of  all  the  children  who  shall 
be  so  bound May  it  therefore  please  Your  Majesty  that 
it  may  be  enacted ;  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  King’s  most 
excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  present 
parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
That  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  every  parish,  township,  or 
place,  appointed  by  virtue  of  the  said  recited  act,  passed  in 
the  forty-third  year  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth ,  shall, 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  June,  and  they  are  hereby 
required  to  provide  and  keep  a  book  or  books,  at  the  expence 
of  the  said  parish,  township,  or  place,  and  to  enter  or  cause 
to  be  entered  therein,  the  name  of  every  child  who  shall  be 
bound  out  by  them  respectively  as  an  apprentice,  together 
with  the  several  other  particulars,  in  manner  and  form  re¬ 
quired  by  this  act,  according  to  the  schedule  hereunto  an¬ 
nexed  ;  and  every  such  entry,  when  made  in  the  said  regis¬ 
ter,  shall  be  produced  and  laid  before  the  two  justices  of  the 
peace  who  shall  signify  their  assent  to  the  indenture  of  ap¬ 
prenticeship  of  every  such  child,  at  the  time  when  such  in¬ 
denture  shall  be  laid  before  such  justices  for  their  assent,  as 
required  by  the  said  recited  act ;  and  each  entry  in  the  said 
register  shall,  if  approved  of  by  such  justices,  be  signed  by 
them  according  to  the  form  marked  in  the  schedule  hereunto 
annexed. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  overseer  or  over¬ 
seers  of  the  poor  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  provide  and  keep 
such  book  or  books  or  to  make  such  entry  therein  as  before 
directed,  or  shall  destroy,  or  permit,  suffer,  or  cause  to  be 
destroyed,  any  such  book  or  books,  or  shall  wilfully  and 
knowingly  obliterate,  deface,  or  alter  any  such  entry,  so  that 
the  same  shall  not  be  a  true  entry  of  the  several  particulars 
hereby  required,  or  shall  wilfully  and  knowingly  make  a  false 
entry  therein,  or  shall  so  permit,  suffer,  or  cause  the  same 
to  be  done,  or  shall  not  produce  or  lay  such  book  or  books 
before  such  justices  as  aforesaid  for  their  signatures,  or  shall 
not  deliver  or  tender,  or  cause  to  be  delivered  or  tendered, 
such  book  or  books  to  his,  her,  or  their  successor  or  succes¬ 
sors 
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sors  in  office,  within  fourteen  days  after  the  appointment 
of  such  successor  or  successors,  or  if  any  such  successor  or 
successors  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  receive  the  same  when 
offered  or  tendered  to  him  or  them  by  his  or  their  predecessor 
or  predecessors  in  office,  then  and  in  every  such  case,  every 
such  person  so  offending  shall  for  every  such  offence,  on 
being  convicted  thereof  before  any  two  justices  of  the  peace 
for  the  county,  city,  or  place  where  the  offence  shall  be 
committed,  on  the  oath  of  any  credible  witness  (which 
oath  such  justices  are  hereby  empowered  and  required  to 
administer),  or  on  the  voluntary  confession  of  the  party  or 
parties  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  pounds,  to 
be  recovered  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels 
of  the  offender  or  offenders,  by  warrant  under  the  hands  and 
seals  of  the  justices  before  whom  the  offender  or  offenders 
shall  be  convicted,  and  the  overplus  (if  any)  of  the  money 
arising  by  such  distress  and  sale,  shall  be  returned  upon  de¬ 
mand  to  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  goods  and  chattels, 
after  deducting  the  costs  and  charges  of  making,  keeping, 
and  selling  such  distress  ;  and  such  penalties  and  forfeitures 
shall  be  applied  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  parish,  town¬ 
ship,  or  place,  for  which  such  offender  or  offenders  shall  be 
overseer  or  overseers ;  and  in  case  sufficient  distress  cannot 
be  found,  or  such  penalties  and  forfeitures  shall  not  be  paid 
forthwith,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  such  justices, 
by  warrant  under  their  hands  and  seals,  and  they  are  hereby 
required  to  commit  every  such  offender  to  the  common  gaol 
or  house  of  correction  of  the  county,  city,  or  place  wrhere  the 
offence  shall  be  committed,  there  to  remain  without  bail  or 
mainprize,  for  any  time  not  exceeding  one  calendar  month, 
unless  such  penalties  and  forfeitures  shall  be  sooner  paid  and 
satisfied.  < 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  any  person  or  persons,  at  all  seasonable  hours  to  in¬ 
spect  such  book  or  books  in  the  hands  of  the  said  overseer  or 
overseers,  and  to  take  a  copy  of  such  entry  in  such  book  or 
books,  upon  payment  of  the  sum  of  sixpence,  except  in  case 
of  any  of  His  Majesty’s  justices  of  the  peace  acting  in  and  for 
the  said  county,  who  shall  be  entitled  at  all  such  times  to  in¬ 
spect  such  book  gratis  ;  and  every  such  book  shall  be  and  be 
deemed  to  be  sufficient  evidence  in  all  courts  of  law  whatso¬ 
ever,  in  proof  of  the  existence  of  such  indentures,  and  also  of 
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the  several  particulars  specified  in  the  said  register  respect¬ 
ing  such  indentures,  in  case  it  shall  be  proved  to  the  satis¬ 
faction  of  such  court  that  the  said  indentures  are  lost  or  have 
been  destroyed. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  justices  of  the 
peace  before  whom  any  person  shall  be  convicted  by  virtue 
of  this  act,  shall  and  may  cause  the  conviction  to  be  drawn 
up  in  the  following  form;  ( videlicet ) 

*  T>  E  it  remembered,  That  on  the  Form  of 

4  -D  day  of  in  the  year  of  our  conviction. 

‘  Lord 

4  A.  B.  is  convicted  before  us,  two  of  His  Majesty’s  justices 

*  of  the  peace  for  the  ( specifying  the  offence, 

4  and  the  time  and  place  when  and  where  committed ,  as  the 
4  case  map  he)  contrary  to  an  act  made  in  the  forty-second 

*  year  of  the  reign  of  King  George  the  Third,  intituled,  ( here 
4  set  forth  the  title  of  this  act.)  Given  under  our  hands  and 
4  seals  the  day  and  year  above  mentioned.’ 


V.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever  any  such 
apprentice  shall  be  assigned  or  bound  over  to  any  other  master 
or  mistress  by  virtue  of  an  act,  passed  in  the  thirty-second 
year  of  the  reign  of  His  present  Majesty,  intituled  An  act for 
the  further  regulation  of parish  apprentices ,  then  and  in  every 
such  case  the  overseer  or  overseers,  party  or  parties  to  the 
assignment  of  such  apprentice,  shall  insert  the  name  and  resi¬ 
dence  of  the  master  or  mistress  to  whom  such  apprentice 
shall  be  assigned  or  bound  over  as  aforesaid,  together  with 
the  other  particulars  in  the  book  or  books  herein  directed  to 
be  provided  and  kept  by  such  overseer  or  overseers ;  and  for 
non-performance  thereof,  every  such  overseer  or  overseers 
shall  be  liable  to  the  pains,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  incur¬ 
red  by  this  act,  in  like  manner  as  if  such  apprentice  had  been 
originally  bound  to  such  master  or  mistress. 

“  VI.  And  whereas  by  different  acts  of  parliament,  the  like 
powers  are  given  to  certain  persons  therein  named,  for 
binding  out  parish  apprentices,  as  are  given  to  the  overseers 
of  the  poor Be  it  therefore  enacted,  That  such  several 
persons  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  pains,  penalties,  and  for¬ 
feitures  for  non-compliance  with  the  several  provisions  and 
directions  in  this  act  contained  for  registering  any  parish 
apprentice  bound  out  or  assigned  by  them  respectively,  to 

which 
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which  overseers  of  the  poor  are  subject  and  liable  by  virtue 
of  this  act,  for  non-compliance  with  such  provisions  and 
directions. 

\ 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  or 
persons  shall  think  himself,  herself,  or  themselves  aggrieved 
by  any  thing  done  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  to  and  for  such  person  or  persons  to  appeal  to 
the  justices  at  the  first  general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace 
to  be  holden  for  the  county  or  place  where  the  cause  of  ap¬ 
peal  shall  arise,  within  four  calendar  months  next  after  the 
cause  of  appeal  shall  have  arisen,  on  giving  to  the  person  or 
persons  appealed  against  ten  days''  notice  of  such  appeal, 
and  of  the  matter  thereof;  and  the  justices  at  such  sessions 
are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  hear  and  determine 
the  matter  of  such  appeal  in  a  summary  way,  and  to  grant 
such  costs  and  expences  to  either  party  as  to  them  shall  seem 
reasonable. 

“  VIII.  And  whereas  by  an  act,  passed  in  the  twentieth 
year  of  His  present  Majesty,  the  powers  which  were  given 
by  several  preceding  acts  of  parliament  to  bind  poor  chil¬ 
dren  apprentices  are,  by  the  said  act  of  the  twentieth  year 
of  His  Majesty,  extended  as  to  the  power  of  compelling 
persons  to  receive  and  provide  for  such  poor  children  as 
should  be  appointed  to  be  bound  apprentices  to  them  in 
pursuance  of  the  said  prior  acts :  and  whereas  since  that 
time  several  acts  have  passed  by  which  houses  of  industry, 
or  establishments  for  the  poor,  have  been  authorized  to  bind 
apprentices ;  and  doubts  have  arisen  whether  the  powers  and 
provisions  in  the  said  act  of  the  twentieth  of  His  Majesty, 
will  extend  to  the  case  of  apprentices  so  bound  out  under 
the  authority  of  such  subsequent  acts;”  Be  it  therefore 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  the  several  powers 
and  provisions  in  the  said  recited  act  of  the  twentieth  of 
His  Majesty  contained,  shall  extend  and  are  hereby  ex¬ 
tended,  and  shall  have  full  effect,  to  poor  children  bound 
apprentices  under  the  authority  of  any  acts  passed  since  the 
said  recited  act,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  such  acts  had 
passed  prior  to  the  said  recited  act  of  the  twentieth  of  His 
Majesty. 
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[42  Geo.  III.  Cap.  74.] 

An  Act  to  amend  an  Act ,  made  in  the  Th&enty-second 
Year  of  the  Reign  of  His  present  Majesty ,  for  the 
better  Relief  and  Employment'  of  the  Poor,  so  far  as 
relates  to  the  Payment  of  the  Debts  incurred  for  build¬ 
ing  any  Poor  House.  [22d  June  1802.] 


a 


7  HEREAS  by  an  act,  made  in  the  twenty-second 
year  of  the  reign  of  His  present  Majesty,  intituled, 
An  act  for  the  better  relief  and  employment  of  the  poor ,  it 
was,  among  other  things,  enacted,  that  in  case  any  money 
should  he  borrowed,  under  the  powers  of  the  said  act,  for 
the  building  any  poor-house  or  workhouse,  or  purchasing 
any  land  necessary  to  be  used  for  that  purpose,  the  assess¬ 
ments  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  should  continue  at  the  same 
rates  they  were  when  such  poor-house  or  workhouse  was 
first  established,  until  the  debts  so  contracted,  and  the  in¬ 
terest  thereof,  should  be  fully  discharged:  And  whereas 
the  said  provision  has  been  found  highly  burthensome  and 
oppressive  to  such  parishes  as  have  adopted  the  provisions 
of  the  said  act,  from  the  necessity  there  has  been,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  late  high  price  of  provisions,  to  impose  heavy 
rates  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  during  the  last  two  years 
Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  King’s  most  excellent  Majes- 
ty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual 
and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  present  parliament  as¬ 
sembled,*  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the 
guardians  of  the  poor  of  any  parish,  who  have  erected  any 
poor-house  or  workhouse  under  the  powers  of  the  said  re¬ 
cited  act,  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  empow¬ 
ered,  with  the  consent  of  the  several  persons  to  whom  the 
same  shall  he  due  and  payable,  yearly  and  every  year  to  pay 
off  and  discharge  any  part  of  the  money  borrowed  under  the 
powers  of  the  said  recited  act,  not  being  less  than  one-twen¬ 
tieth  part  thereof,  besides  the  interest  which  may  be  payable 
on  the  sum  remaining  undischarged  ;  and  in  case  such  sum 
so  to  be  paid  off  shall  not  in  any  one  year  he  sufficient  to 
discharge  any  one  of  the  notes  for  fifty  pounds,  issued  pur¬ 
suant  to  the  directions  of  the  said  act  for  securing  the 

money 
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money  borrowed  under  the  authority  thereof,  the  same  shall,  hands  till  it 
from  time  to  time,  remain  m  the  hands  01  the  overseers  ol  t0  pay 
the  poor  of  such  parish,  until  it  amounts  to  a  sufficient  sum  off  the  notes 
to  pay  off  and  discharge  any  of  the  said  notes :  any  thing  °m0„nti 
contained  in  the  said  recited  act  to  the  contrary  hereof  in 
anywise  notwithstanding. 


[43  Geo.  III.  Cap.  47.] 

An  act  fen'  consolidating  and  amending  the  several  Laws 
for  providing  Relief  for  the  Families  of  Militia  Men 
of  England,  when  called  out  into  actual  Service. 

[27 th  May  1803.] 

(i  T1  THERE  AS  it  is  expedient  that  many  of  the  provi- 
V  V  sions  contained  in  several  acts  relating  to  the  relief 
directed  to  be  given  to  the  non-commissioned  officers,  drum¬ 
mers,  fifers,  and  privates,  serving  in  the  militia  for  England 
should  be  repealed,  and  others  of  them  continued  and 
amended,  and  that  new  provisions  should  be  made ;  and  it 
would  greatly  tend  to  the  better  execution  thereof,  if  the 
whole  of  the  said  provisions  were  comprized  in  one  act  of 
parliament :  And  whereas  it  is  necessary  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  that  certain  acts  and  parts  of  acts  now  in  force 
should  be  repealed;”  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  King’s 
most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this 
present  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  That,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  an  act 
passed  in  the  thirty-third  year  of  the  reign  of  His  present 
Majesty,  (intituled,  An  act  to  provide  for  the  families  of  33  Geo.  HI* 
persons  chosen  by  lot  to  serve  in  the  militia  of  this  kingdom,  u 
and  of  substitutes  serving  therein  ;  and  to  explain  and  amend 
an  act  of  parliament,  passed  in  the  twenty-sixth  year  of  His 
present  Majesty,  intituled,  6  An  act  for  amending  and  reducing 
6  into  one  act  of  parliament ,  the  laws  relating  to  the  militia  in 
1  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England and  also  an 
act,  passed  in  the  thirty-fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  His 
present  Majesty,  (intituled,  An  act  to  amend  an  act ,  passed  34  Geo.  III. 
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in  the  last  session  of  parliament,  intituled ,  4  An  act ,  to  provide 
1  for  the  families  of  persons  chosen  by  lot  to  serve  in  the  militia 
e  of  this  kingdom ,  and  of  substitutes  serving  therein  ;  and  to 
4  explain  and  amend  an  act  of  parliament,  passed  in  the 
4  twenty-sixth  year  of  His  present  Majesty,  intituled,  44  An 
44  act  for  amending  and  reducing  into  one  act  of  parliament , 
44  the  laws  relating  to  the  militia  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain 
<(  called  England and  also  an  act,  made  in  this  present 
session  of  parliament,  intituled ,  4  An  act  for  augmenting  the 
militia )  ;  and  also  an  act  passed  in  the  thirty-fifth  year  of 
the  reign  of  His  present  Majesty,  (intituled,  An  act  to  ap¬ 
portion  the  relief  by  the  several  statutes  now  in  force  directed 
to  be  given  to  the  families  of  non-commissioned  officers,  drum¬ 
mers,  fifers,  and  privates,  serving  in  the  militia ,  between  the 
county  at  large  and  the  peculiar  districts  therein ,  not  contri¬ 
buting  to  the  county  rate,  according  to  the  number  of  men 
serving  for  each  in  such  militia  ;  and  to  remove  certain  diffi¬ 
culties  in  respect  to  the  relief  of  families  of  substitutes,  hired 
men ,  or  volunteers  serving  in  the  militia) ;  and  also  an  act 
passed  in  the  thirty-sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  His  present 
Majesty,  (intituled,  An  act  to  explain  and  amend  an  act, 
passed  in  the  thirty-third  year  of  His  present  Majesty  s 
reign ,  intituled ,  ‘  An  act  to  provide  for  the  families  of  per- 
4  sons  chosen  by  lot  to  serve  in  the  militia  of  this  kingdom,  and 
4  of  substitutes  serving  therein  ;  and  to  explain  and  amend  an 
4  act  of  parliament,  passed  in  the  twenty-sixth  year  of  His 
4  present  Majesty,  intituled,  44  An  act  for  amending  and  re- 
4  ducing  into  one  act  of  parliament,  the  laws  relating  to  the 
4  militia  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England;”)  shall 
be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed ;  save  and  except  as  to 
all  cases  relating  to  the  repayment  or  reimbursement  of  any 
sum  or  sums  of  money  heretofore  advanced  or  paid  under 
any  or  either  of  the  said  acts ;  and  to  the  allowing,  account¬ 
ing  for,  or  recovering  of  any  such  sum  or  sums  of  money, 
or  any  arrears  thereof,  which  may  remain  not  repaid,  reim¬ 
bursed,  allowed,  accounted  for,  or  recovered ;  or  to  any 
fines,  penalties,  or  forfeitures  relating  thereto  respectively. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  serving 
or  enrolled  in  the  militia  of  England,  as  a  non-commissioned 
officer  or  drummer,  or  as  a  balloted  man  or  substitute,  hired 
man  or  volunteer  respectively,  shall,  when  embodied  and 
called  out  into  actual  service,  leave  a  family  unable  to  sup¬ 
port 
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port  themselves,  the  overseer  or  overseers  of  the  poor  of 
the  parish,  tything,  or  township  where  the  family  of  such 
person  shall  dwell,  shall,  by  order  of  some  one  justice  of 
the  peace,  pay  to  the  family  of  every  such  non-commissioned 
officer,  drummer,  balloted  man,  substitute,  hired  man,  or 
volunteer  respectively,  out  of  the  rates  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor  of  such  parish,  tything,  or  township,  a  weekly  allow¬ 
ance,  according  to  the  usual  and  ordinary  price  of  labour 
in  husbandry  within  the  said  county,  riding,  division,  district, 
or  place  where  such  family  shall  dwell,  by  the  following 
rule ;  that  is  to  say,  any  sum  not  exceeding  the  price  of  one 
day’s  such  labour,  nor  less  than  one  shilling  for  each  and 
every  child  born  in  wedlock,  and  under  the  age  of  ten 
years ;  and  for  the  wife  of  such  non-commissioned  officer, 
drummer,  balloted  man,  substitute,  hired  man,  or  volun¬ 
teer,  whether  he  shall  or  shall  not  have  any  child  or  chil¬ 
dren,  any  sum  not  exceeding  the  price  of  one  day’s  such 
labour,  nor  less  than  one  shilling ;  and  in  every  parish,  tyth¬ 
ing,  or  township,  where  the  money  arising  by  such  rates 
shall  not  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  a  new  rate 
or  rates  shall  be  made  for  raising  a  sum  sufficient  for  that 
purpose. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enaeted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  justices  of  the  peace,  assembled  at  any  Michaelmas 
general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  held  for  any  county, 
riding,  division,  or  place  in  England ,  raising  any  militia, 
to  settle,  ascertain,  and  regulate  the  rate  of  allowance  to  be 
paid  under  this  act  to  the  families  of  militia  men  resident 
within  such  county,  riding,  division,  or  place  ;  and  every 
such  rate  of  allowance  so  settled,  ascertained,  and  regulated 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  binding  upon  all  justices  of  the  peace 
making  any  order  for  the  payment  of  allowance  under  this 
act  in  such  county,  riding,  division,  or  place,  until  any 
other  or  new  rate  of  allowance  shall  be  settled  as  aforesaid. 

IV.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
no  allowance  shall  be  ordered  or  paid  under  this  act,  to  the 
wife  or  family  of  any  person  serving  in  the  militia,  until 
such  person  shall  have  joined  the  regiment,  battalion,  or 
corps  to  which  he  belongs,  or  for  any  longer  period  than 
such  person  shall  continue  to  serve  and  remain  embodied  in 
actual  service,  nor  in  any  case  in  which  the  wife,  in  respect 
of  or  by  whom  any  such  relief  is  demanded,  shall  follow  the 
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regiment,  battalion,  or  corps  in  which  her  husband  shall 
serve,  or  shall  leave  her  child  or  children,  if  any,  or  depart 
from  her  home,  unless  under  certificate  of  any  neighbouring 
justice  of  the  peace,  or  the  overseer  or  overseers  of  the 
parish  in  which  such  relief  shall  be  given,  authorizing  such 
departure  for  a  time  specified  therein  for  the  purposes  of 
harvest,  or  obtaining  by  wrork  a  better  support  for  her 
family,  or  unless  for  the  purpose  of  going  to  reside,  and 
residing  in  the  parish,  tything,  or  place,  for  which  her  hus¬ 
band  shall  serve,  in  case  at  the  time  of  her  husband  being 
called  out  into  actual  service,  she  shall  be  residing  in  any 
other  parish,  tything,  or  place. 

V.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no 
allowance  under  this  act  shall  be  ordered  or  paid  to  the 
family  of  any  substitute,  hired  man,  or  volunteer,  who  shall 
at  the  time  of  his  enrolment  have  fraudulently  and  falsely 
represented  and  declared  that  he  had  no  wife  or  family,  or 
to  any  substitute,  hired  man,  or  volunteer,  having  more 
than  one  child  at  the  time  of  his  enrolment,  who  shall  have 
fraudulently  and  falsely  represented  and  declared  at  the  time 
of  such  enrolment  that  he  had  only  one  child :  Provided  al¬ 
ways,  that  where  the  substitute,  hired  man,  or  volunteer,  to 
whom  any  such  family  shall  belong,  shall  undertake  and 
make  provision  for  the  maintenance  of  his  other  children,  to 
the  satisfaction  of  any  justice  of  the  peace  to  whom  any 
application  shall  be  made  under  this  act  for  the  relief  of 
such  family,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  justice  to  order  the 
allowance  under  this  act  to  be  paid  in  respect  of  the  wife 
of  such  substitute,  hired  man,  or  volunteer,  and  of  one 
child  of  such  family  under  the  age  of  ten  years. 

VI.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no 
allowance  under  this  act  shall  be  paid  to  the  family  of  any 
non-commissioned  officer  or  drummer,  reduced  for  miscon¬ 
duct  to  the  condition  of  a  private  man,  such  reduction  being 
certified  by  the  commanding  officer  or  adjutant  to  the  clerk 
of  the  general  meetings,  and  by  him  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
county,  riding,  or  place,  in  the  militia  of  which  such  non¬ 
commissioned  officer  or  drummer  shall  serve,  and  by  such 
treasurer  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish,  tything, 
or  township  in  which  such  family  shall  dwell,  and  every  such 
allowance  shall  cease  and  determine  from  the  time  of  such 
reduction  being  so  certified  to  the  overseers  as  aforesaid, 

and 
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and  be  no  longer  payable,  notwithstanding  any  order  of  any 
justice  to  the  contrary ;  and  every  such  family  requiring 
relief,  shall,  from  and  after  that  time,  be  relieved  as  casual 
poor  only. 

VII.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That, 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  no  allowance  under 
this  act  shall  be  given,  or  ordered  to  be  given,  to  the  family 
of  any  substitute,  hired  man,  or  volunteer,  who  shall  marry 
after  and  during  the  time  of  his  being  called  out  into  actual 
service,  unless  such  marriage  shall  have  taken  place  with 
the  consent  of  the  colonel  or  commanding  officer  of  the 
regiment,  battalion,  or  corps,  to  which  such  militia  man  shall 
belong,  and  such  consent  shall  have  been  certified  under  the 
hand  of  such  colonel  or  other  commanding  officer. 

VIII.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
the  families  of  non-commissioned  officers,  drummers,  or 
balloted  men,  or  of  substitutes,  hired  men,  or  volunteers, 
shall  not  be  removeable,  or  sent  to  any  workhouse  or  poor 
house  by  reason  of  receiving  any  such  allowances ;  nor 
shall  any  persons  to  whose  families  any  such  allowances  shall 
be  paid,  be  thereby  deprived  of  their  legal  settlements  else¬ 
where,  or  of  their  right  of  voting  for  the  election  of  mem¬ 
bers  to  serve  in  parliament. 

IX.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  such  weekly 
allowance  to  be  paid  under  this  act,  to  the  family  of  any 
non-commissioned  officer  or  drummer,  shall  be  repaid  to 
the  overseer  or  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish,  tything, 
or  township,  in  which  such  family  was  relieved,  by  the 
treasurer  of  the  county,  riding,  or  place,  in  which  such 
parish,  tything,  or  township  is  situated,  out  of  the  pubiick 
stock  thereof ;  and  every  weekly  allowance  which  shall  be 
so  paid  to  the  family  of  any  non-commissioned  officer  or 
drummer,  in  any  other  county,  riding,  or  place,  than  that 
for  which  such  non-commissioned  officer  or  drummer  shall 
serve,  or  to  the  family  of  any  private  man  in  any  other  parish, 
tything,  or  township,  than  the  one  for  which  such  private 
militia  man  shall  serve,  shall  respectively  be  reimbursed 
in  the  manner  hereinafter  mentioned. 

X.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in 
all  cases  where  a  certain  number  of  private  militia  men  are 
directed  to  be  raised  for  any  county,  together  with  or  in¬ 
cluding  any  city,  borough,  town,  or  place  in  England ,  being 
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a  coimty  or  district  of  itself,  not  contributing  to  the  general 
county  rate,  the  several  sums  of  money  raised  for  the  relief 
of  the  families  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  drummers 
respectively,  shall  be  divided  and  apportioned  between  and  . 
borne  by  such  county,  and  such  city,  borough,  town,  or 
place,  being  a  coimty  or  district  of  itself,  or  not  contributing 
to  the  general  county  rate,  in  such  proportions  as  the  re¬ 
spective  numbers  of  militia  men,  apportioned  to  be  raised  in 
and  by  such  county,  and  by  such  city,  borough,  town,  and 
place  respectively,  bear  to  each  other. 

XI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  treasurers  of  any 
such  county,  city,  borough,  town,  and  place  respectively, 
are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  demand,  receive,  and 
make  payment  of  such  proportions  and  sums  of  money,  the 
one  to  the  other  of  them,  as  the  case  may  require. 

XII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  dispute  or 
disagreement  shall  arise  as  to  the  proportions  so  to  be  paid  as 
aforesaid,  or  any  other  matter  or  thing  relating  thereto,  or  to 
such  payments,  the  lord  lieutenant  of  the  said  county  at 
large,  and  in  his  absence  the  deputy  lieutenants,  or  any 
three  or  more  of  them,  at  any  meeting  called,  or  to  be 
called,  may  and  shall,  and  he  and  they  is  and  are  hereby 
empowered  and  required,  to  adjust  and  settle  the  same, 
whose  decision  therein  shall  be  final ;  and  the  said  lord  lieu¬ 
tenant  and  deputy  lieutenants,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them, 
is  and  are  respectively  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to 
call  for,  require,  and  inspect  the  account  and  accounts  of 
every  such  treasurer,  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  and  set¬ 
tling  their  said  proportion. 

XIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all  cities,  towns, 
liberties,  divisions,  and  places,  which  do  not  contribute  to 
the  general  coimty  rates,  and  where  no  treasurer  is  yet 
appointed,  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  every  such  city, 
town,  liberty,  division,  and  place,  in  case  there  are  any,  and 
if  not,  then  the  justices  of  the  county,  wherein  such  city, 
town,  liberty,  division,  and  place  shall  be,  shall  and  may, 
and  they  are  hereby  required,  at  their  general  quarter  ses¬ 
sions,  to  appoint  a  treasurer,  and  from  time  to  time  to  assess 
upon  every  parish,  tything,  township,  hamlet,  and  vill, 
within  the  liberties  of  such  cities,  towns,  liberties,  divisions, 
and  places,  in  such  proportions  as  the  rates  heretofore  made 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor  have  usually  been  assessed,  and  shall 
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cause  to  be  paid,  out  of  the  money  collected  and  levied  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor  of  every  such  parish,  tything,  town¬ 
ship,  hamlet,  and  vill,  into  the  hands  of  such  treasurer, 
such  sum  and  sums  of  money,  as  are,  shall,  and  may  be,  in 
their  discretion,  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  this  act ;  and 
such  treasurer  shall  pay  and  dispose  of  the  same  accord¬ 
ingly,  and  shall  be  and  act  in  all  respects,  in  respect  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  the  same  as  the  treasurer  or  treasurers 
of  peculiar  districts  where  a  publick  stock  is  now  raised. 

XIV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  every  case  in 
which  any  allowance  under  this  act  shall  be  paid  to  the  family 
of  any  private  militia  man  in  any  other  parish,  tything,  or 
township,  than  that  for  which  such  private  militia  man  shall 
serve,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  justice  of  the  peace,  who 
shall  make  any  order  for  the  relief  of  such  family,  to  certify 
the  same  under  his  hand,  and  in  such  certificate  to  direct 
the  overseers  of  the  parish,  tything,  or  township,  for  which 
such  private  militia  man  shall  serve,  to  reimburse  the  money 
so  paid  to  the  overseer  or  overseers  who  shall  have  advanced 
the  same  in  pursuance  of  the  order  before  mentioned. 

XV.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
where,  by  reason  of  the  distance  of  any  parish,  tything,  or 
township,  in  which  any  allowance  under  this  act  shall  be  so 
paid  to  the  family  of  any  private  militia  man  serving  for 
any  other  parish,  tything,  or  township,  from  such  other 
parish,  tything,  or  township,  where  the  same  shall  be  situate 
in  any  other  county,  riding,  division,  or  place,  the  overseer 
or  overseers  of  the  poor  entitled  to  the  repayment  of  such 
allowances,  under  any  such  order  and  certificate  as  afore¬ 
said,  cannot  conveniently  procure  the  repayment  thereof 
from  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish,  tything,  or 
township,  for  which  such  private  militia  man  shall  have 
served  or  be  serving,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  overseer 
or  overseers  to  demand  repayment  of  such  allowances  from 
the  treasurer  of  the  county,  riding,  or  division  in  which  the 
parish,  tything,  or  township,  where  such  allowances  shall 
have  been  paid,  shall  be  situate ;  and  every  such  treasurer 
shall,  upon  production  of  such  order  and  certificate  as  afore¬ 
said,  forthwith  reimburse  such  allowances  to  the  overseer 
or  overseers  demanding  the  same. 

XVI.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
every  such  treasurer  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  reimburse  to 
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any  such  overseer  or  overseers  as  aforesaid,  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  on  account  of  any 
such  weekly  allowance  paid  to  the  family  of  any  non-com¬ 
missioned  officer  or  drummer,  or  any  private  militia  man 
serving  in  the  militia  of  any  other  county,  riding,  or  divi¬ 
sion,  shall  deliver  or  transmit  an  account  of  such  money  as 
he  shall  have  so  reimbursed  as  aforesaid,  signed  by  one  or 
more  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county,  riding, 
city,  town,  liberty,  division,  or  place  where  such  family 
shall  dwell,  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county,  riding,  city, 
town,  liberty,  division,  or  place  in  the  militia  whereof  such 
non-commissioned  officer,  drummer,  or  private  militia  man 
shall  serve,  and  thereupon  the  treasurer  to  whom  such  ac¬ 
count  shall  have  been  delivered  or  transmitted  as  aforesaid, 
shall  and  he  is  hereby  required  forthwith  to  pay  to  the  trea¬ 
surer,  who  shall  have  so  delivered  or  transmitted  such  ac¬ 
count,  the  sum  or  sums  so  by  him  reimbursed  to  such 
overseer  or  overseers,  and  shall  be  allowed  the  same  in  his 
accounts. 

XVII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  treasurer 
who  shall  repay  to  any  treasurer  of  any  other  county,  riding, 
or  division,  any  such  allowances  as  aforesaid,  on  any  such 
signed  account  as  aforesaid,  shall  transmit  such  signed  ac¬ 
count,  and  also  an  account  of  all  monies  so  repaid  by  him 
in  pursuance  thereof,  to  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the 
county,  riding,  or  division,  at  the  next  or  general  quarter 
sessions  of  the  peace,  or  any  subsequent  sessions ;  which 
accounts  so  received  shall  be  allowed  by  the  justices  at  such 
sessions,  who  shall  forthwith,  as  to  all  allowances  so  repaid 
in  respect  of  the  families  of  any  private  militia  men,  make 
orders  for  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  respective  pa¬ 
rishes,  tythings,  or  townships  for  which  such  private  militia 
man  shall  respectively  serve,  or  have  served,  to  pay  the 
same  to  the  treasurer  of  such  county,  riding,  or  place,  out 
of  the  poor  rates  of  such  respective  parishes,  tythings,  or 
townships,  within  fourteen  days  next  after  the  receipt  of 
such  orders  respectively. 

XVIII.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That, 
within  the  city  and  county  of  the  city  of  Exeter ,  all  allow¬ 
ances  to  be  made  by  virtue  of  this  act  to  the  families  of 
persons  serving  in  the  militia,  shall  be  paid  by  the  treasurer 
or  treasurers  of  the  corporation  of  the  governor,  deputy 
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governor,  assistants,  and  guardians  of  the  poor  of  the  city 
and  county  of  Exeter,  and  that  the  same  shall  be  ascertained, 
assessed,  raised,  collected,  and  levied  by  such  and  the  same 
ways  and  means  as  the  money  raised  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor  within  the  said  city  and  county  is,  by  virtue  of  the 
several  acts  of  parliament  now  in  force  for  the  relief  of 
the  poor  within  the  said  city  and  county,  or  any  or  either 
of  them  directed  to  be  raised ;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
several  persons  authorized  to  put  the  said  acts  in  execution, 
to  cause  to  be  raised  and  levied  such  sum  or  sums  as  shall 
be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  over  and  above  what  they 
are  already  authorized  to  raise  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of 
the  said  city  and  county ;  and  all  and  every  person  and 
persons  who  are  by  the  said  acts,  or  either  of  them,  re¬ 
quired  to  do  any  act,  matter,  or  thing,  for  the  ascertaining, 
assessing,  confirming,  or  altering  of  assessments,  collecting 
and  levying  the  sums  thereby  directed  to  be  raised  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor,  are  hereby  required  and  authorized  tp 
do  all  such  and  the  like  acts,  matters,  and  things,  for  the 
ascertaining,  assessing,  confirming,  or  altering  assessments, 
collecting  and  levying  the  money  hereby  directed  to  be 
raised,  and  shall  be  subject  to  all  such  forfeitures  and  penal¬ 
ties,  in  case  of  their  neglect  or  refusal  to  perform  the  same, 
as  are  imposed  for  offences  of  the  like  nature  by  the  above- 
mentioned  acts,  or  either  of  them,  and  also  in  the  same 
manner,  and  by  the  same  ways  and  means,  to  raise  and 
levy,  or  cause  to  be  raised  and  levied,  such  further  sum  and 
sums  of  money  as  shall  have  been  advanced  and  paid  by  the 
treasurer  of  the  corporation  of  the  poor  for  the  maintenance 
of  such  wives  and  families,  and  shall  cause  the  same  to  be 
repaid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  said  corporation. 

XIX.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
monies  to  be  levied  by  parish  rates  to  be  made  within  the 
city  and  county  of  the  city  of  Bristol ,  in  relation  to  this 
act,  shall  be  paid,  ascertained,  assessed,  raised,  collected, 
levied,  and  repaid  in  such  manner  and  by  such  and  the  same 
ways  and  means  as  are  prescribed  to  be  observed  in  raising 
money  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  within  the  said  city  and 
county  of  the  city  of  Bristol,  by  virtue  of  an  act  or  acts  of 
parliament  relating  thereto ;  and  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  several  persons  authorized  to  put  the  said  acts  in  execu¬ 
tion,  to  cause  to  be  raised  and  levied  such  sum  or  sums 
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over  and  above  what  they  are  already  authorized  to  raise 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  the  said  city  and  county,  and 
also  in  the  same  manner,  and  by  the  same  ways  and  means, 
to  raise  and  levy,  or  cause  to  be  raised  and  levied,  such 
further  sum  and  sums  of  money  as  shall  have  been  advanced 
and  paid  by  the  treasurer  of  the  corporation  of  the  poor, 
and  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  repaid  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
said  corporation ;  and  that  ail  and  every  person  and  persons 
who  are  by  the  said  acts,  any  or  either  of  them,  required 
to  do  any  act,  matter,  or  thing,  for  the  ascertaining,  assess¬ 
ing,  confirming,  or  altering  of  assessments,  collecting  and 
levying  the  sums  thereby  directed  to  be  raised  for  the  relief 
of  the  poor,  are .  hereby  required  and  authorized  to  do  all 
such  and  the  like  acts,  matters,  and  things,  for  the  ascer¬ 
taining,  assessing,  confirming,  or  altering  assessments,  col¬ 
lecting  and  levying  the  money  hereby  directed  to  be  raised, 
and  shall  be  subject  to  all  such  forfeitures  and  penalties,  in 
case  of  their  neglect  or  refusal  to  perform  the  same,  as  are 
imposed  for  offences  of  the  like  nature  by  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  acts,  or  an}'  or  either  of  them. 

XX.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  within 
the  borough  of  Plymouth,  all  allowances  to  be  made  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  to  the  families  of  persons  serving  in  the 
militia,  shall  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  or  treasurers  of  the 
corporation  of  the  governor,  deputy  governor,  assistants, 
and  guardians  of  the  poor  of  the  said  borough  of  Plymouth; 
and  that  the  same  shall  be  ascertained,  assessed,  raised, 
collected,  and  levied  by  such  and  the  same  ways  and  means 
as  the  money  raised  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  within  the  said 
borough  is,  by  virtue  of  the  several  acts  of  parliament  now 
in  force  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  within  the  said  borough, 
or  any  or  either  of  them,  directed  to  be  raised  ;  and  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  several  persons  authorized  to  put  the  said 
acts  in  execution,  to  cause  to  be  raised  and  levied  such  sum 
or  sums  as  shall  be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  over  and 
above  what  they  are  already  authorized  to  raise  for  the  relief 
of  the  poor  of  the  said  borough  ;  and  all  and  every  person 
and  persons  who  are  by  the  said  acts  or  either  of  them,  re¬ 
quired  to  do  any  act,  matter,  or  thing,  for  the  ascertaining, 
assessing,  confirming,  or  altering  of  assessments,  collecting 
and  levying  the  sums  thereby  directed  to  be  raised  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor,  are  hereby  required  and  authorized  to 
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do  all  such  and  the  like  acts,  matters,  and  things  for  the 
ascertaining,  assessing,  confirming,  or  altering  assessments, 
collecting  and  levying  the  money  hereby  directed  to  be 
raised,  and  shall  be  subject  to  all  such  forfeitures  and  penal¬ 
ties,  in  case  of  their  neglect  or  refusal  to  perform  the  same, 
as  are  imposed  for  offences  of  the  like  nature  by  the  above- 
mentioned  acts  or  either  of  them;  and  also  in  the  same 
manner  and  by  the  same  ways  and  means  to  raise  and  levy, 
or  cause  to  be  raised  and  levied,  such  further  sum  and  sums 
of  money  as  shall  have  been  advanced  and  paid  by  the  trea¬ 
surer  of  the  corporation  of  the  poor,  for  the  maintenance 
of  such  wives  and  families,  and  shall  cause  the  same  to  be 
repaid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  said  corporation. 

XXL  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
accounts  of  all  allowances  paid  under  this  act,  in  respect 
whereof  any  reimbursement  shall  be  directed  by  this  act, 
shall  be  made  up  at  the  end  of  every  successive  six  months, 
or  shorter  period,  from  the  time  of  the  first  commencing 
the  payment  thereof,  and  shall  be  signed  by  the  justices 
granting  certificates  for  the  reimbursement  thereof,  or  by 
some  other  justices  of  the  same  county,  riding,  division,  or 
place,  within  one  month  after  the  respective  periods  up  to 
which  such  accounts  shall  be  made  up,  and  the  money  due 
on  such  account  shall,  as  soon  as  the  same  can  be  done,  be 
demanded  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish,  town¬ 
ship,  or  place,  or  treasurers,  required  to  make  such  reim¬ 
bursement  as  aforesaid  ;  and  no  such  sum  of  money  shall  be 
demanded  or  demandable,  unless  the  same  shall  have  been 
so  first  certified  within  one  month  as  aforesaid,  and  delivered 
to  the  overseer  of  the  parish,  township,  or  place,  or  trea¬ 
surer,  by  whom  such  reimbursement  is  to  be  paid,  within 
three  months  after  such  certifying  thereof  as  aforesaid. 

XXII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  every  case  in 
which  the  family  of  any  private  man  serving  in  the  militia 
of  any  county,  riding,  or  place  in  England ,  when  called 
out  and  embodied  for  actual  service,  shall  become  charge¬ 
able  in  respect  of  any  greater  number  than  the  wife  and 
three  children  respectively  under  the  ages  of  ten  years,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish, 
tything,  township,  or  place  for  which  such  man  shall  serve, 
or  in  which  the  family  of  such  man  shall  reside,  to  provide 
another  fit  and  able  man  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  years 
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and  thirty-five  years,  and  having  no  wife  or  any  child  under 
the  age  of  ten  years,  to  serve  in  the  stead  of  the  man 
having  such  family  as  aforesaid ;  and  the  colonel  or  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  the  regiment,  battalion,  or  corps  to  which 
such  men  shall  belong,  upon  such  other  man  being  duly 
examined,  approved  of,  and  enrolled  as  a  fit  and  able  man, 
and  joining  at  the  head  quarters  of  the  said  regiment,  bat¬ 
talion,  or  corps,  may  and  shall  discharge  or  cause  to  be 
discharged  the  man  in  whose  stead  such  other  person  shall 
be  so  produced,  approved,  and  enrolled  as  aforesaid :  Pro¬ 
vided  always,  that  the  pay  of  every  such  person  so  pro¬ 
vided  as  aforesaid,  shall  commence  and  be  drawn  only  from 
the  day  of  the  discharge  of  the  man  in  whose  stead  he  shall 
have  been  provided,  and  not  before ;  any  thing  in  any  act 
contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding :  Provided  also, 
that  no  such  private  militia  man  shall  be  discharged  at  any 
other  period  of  the  year,  than  between  the  first  day  of  No¬ 
vember  and  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March. 

XXIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  payments 
made  by  any  overseer  or  overseers  in  pursuance  of  any  order 
or  certificate  of  any  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace  under 
this  act,  shall  be  allowed  and  passed  in  their  respective  ac¬ 
counts,  in  like  manner  as  other  expences  incurred  on  account 
of  the  militia,  are  now  by  law  passed  and  allowed :  and  if 
any  overseer  of  the  poor  shall,  on  demand  made  in  pursu¬ 
ance  of  any  order  or  certificate  of  any  justice  or  justices  of 
the  peace  for  the  payment  of  any  sum  of  money  by  virtue 
of  this  act,  and  production  of  such  order  or  certificate  to 
him,  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  and  satisfy  the  sum  or  sums 
of  money  directed  to  be  paid  in  or  by  such  order  or  certifi¬ 
cate,  every  such  e  verseer  of  the  poor  so  refusing  or  neglect¬ 
ing  to  make  such  payment,  shall,  for  every  such  neglect, 
forfeit  the  sum  of  five  pounds,  to  be  recovered  upon  the 
oath  of  one  or  more  credible  witness  or  witnesses,  or  by  the 
confession  of  the  party  accused,  before  the  justice  making 
such  order,  or  any  other  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county, 
riding,  division,  city,  or  place,  where  the  offence  shall  be 
committed ;  which  said  justice  is  hereby  authorized  and  re¬ 
quired,  upon  any  information  exhibited,  or  complaint  made 
in  that  behalf,  to  summon  the  party  accused,  and  to  examine 
into  the  matter  of  fact,  and  upon  due  proof  thereof  as 
aforesaid  to  give  judgment  for  such  penalty,  to  be  levied 
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by  distress  and  sale  of  the  offender’s  goods  and  chattels,  in 
case  the  same  shall  not  be  forthwith  paid,  by  warrant  under 
the  hand  and  seal  of  such  justice,  causing  the  overplus  (if 
any),  after  deducting  the  charges  of  such  distress  and  sale, 
to  be  rendered  to  the  party ;  and  the  penalty  so  adjudged 
shall  be  paid,  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  party  who  shall 
inform  for  the  same,  and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to  the 
poor  of  the  parish,  to  the  overseers  of  which  any  such  sum 
of  money  ought  to  have  been  paid. 

XXIV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  the  provisions 
in  this  act  contained,  relating  to  the  allowances  to  the  families 
of  any  persons  serving  in  the  militia  for  any  parish,  tything, 
or  township,  or  any  united  parishes,  tythings,  or  townships, 
and  for  the  reimbursement  of  all  sums  of  money  which  shall 
be  advanced  under  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  ex¬ 
tend  to  all  hamlets,  vills,  and  places  having  separate  overseers 
of  the  poor,  and  maintaining  the  poor  thereof  separately  and 
distinctly,  and  also  to  all  parishes,  tythings,  townships,  and 
places  united  for  the  purposes  of  balloting  for  militia  men,  as 
well  as  to  all  other  parishes,  tythings,  and  places ;  and 
the  justices  of  the  peace,  who  shall  make  orders  for  the  relief 
of  any  such  families,  or  any  other  justice  of  the  same  county, 
riding,  division,  or  place,  shall  give  directions  for  the  reim¬ 
bursement  of  money  to  be  advanced  for  such  purpose  by  the 
overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish,  tything,  township,  or  place, 
or  united  parishes,  tythings,  townships,  or  places  respectively, 
which  ought  to  reimburse  the  same,  or  to  contribute  to  the  reim¬ 
bursement  thereof ;  and  the  treasurers  of  the  several  counties, 
ridings,  divisions,  and  places,  and  the  justices  of  the  peace  of 
the  several  counties,  ridings,  divisions,  and  places  within 
which  all  and  every  such  parishes,  tythings,  townships,  and 
places  respectively  shall  be,  shall  make  reimbursement  and 
direct  reimbursement  to  be  made  by  such  several  parishes, 
tythings,  townships,  and  places  respectively,  in  the  same 
manner  as  by  this  act  is  provided  with  respect  to  parishes, 
tythings,  and  townships  therein  described,  so  that  in  allcas  es 
whatsoever  such  reimbursement  may  be  fully  made  according 
to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act ;  and  where  any 
man  shall  serve  for  any  united  parishes  or  places,  or  for  any 
parish  or  place  comprizing  more  than  one  township  or  place, 
which  shall  have  separate  and  distinct  overseers  of  the  poor, 
all  and  every  such  justices  as  aforesaid  shall  ascertain  in  what 
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proportions  such  united  parishes  or  places,  or  such  several 
townships  or  places  comprized  within  the  same  parish  or 
place  for  which  any  such  man,  whose  family  shall  be  so  re¬ 
lieved,  shall  serve,  ought  to  contribute  to  such  relief,  such 
proportions  to  be  ascertained  according  to  the  numbers  of 
men  liable  to  be  balloted  for  the  militia,  which  each  of  such 
united  parishes  or  places,  or  each  of  such  townships  or  places, 
as  the  case  may  be,  shall  appear  to  have  had  by  the  last  re¬ 
turns  made  for  that  purpose,  and  such  justices  shall  make 
orders  for  the  reimbursement  of  such  advances  as  aforesaid, 
in  such  several  proportions  so  to  be  ascertained,  and  from 
time  to  time  as  occasion  shall  require ;  and  in  order  to  enable 
such  justices  to  ascertain  such  proportions,  the  clerks  of  the 
several  subdivision  meetings  shall,  when  thereunto  required, 
certify  by  writing  under  their  hands,  the  number  of  men  so 
liable  to  be  balloted  for,  according  to  the  returns  made  for 
each  of  such  parishes,  townships,  or  places,  for  which 
certificate  there  shall  be  paid  a  fee  of  one  shilling  and  no 
more. 

XXV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  adjutant  of 
every  regiment,  battalion,  or  corps  of  militia,  or  where  there 
shall  be  no  adjutant,  the  serjeant  major  thereof,  shall,  within 
seven  days  after  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  every  month, 
during  the  time  of  the  militia  to  which  he  shall  belong  re¬ 
maining  embodied  or  in  actual  service,  return  to  the  respec¬ 
tive  clerks  of  the  subdivision  meetings  of  the  county,  riding, 
or  place  to  which  such  regiment,  battalion,  or  corps  shall  be¬ 
long,  a  particular  list  of  all  promotions  and  vacancies,  and  all 
deaths,  desertions,  and  other  casualties  that  shall  have  oc¬ 
curred  among  the  private  militia  men  serving  for  the  several 
and  respective  subdivisions  of  the  county,  riding,  or  place  to 
which  such  regiment,  battalion,  or  corps,  shall  belong,  in  the 
calendar  month  preceding  each  such  twenty-fourth  day  as 
aforesaid ;  and  shall  specify  the  Christian  and  surname  of 
each  man  so  returned,  and  whether  balloted  man,  substitute, 
hired  man,  or  volunteer,  and  the  parish,  tything,  or  place, 
for  which  he  was  serving ;  and  such  respective  clerks  of  the 
subdivision  meetings  shall,  within  fourteen  days  after  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  such  return,  transmit  proper  extracts  thereof  to  the 
respective  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  respective  parishes, 
ty things,  or  places  for  which  any  such  man  shall  have  been 
serving:. 
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XXVI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall 
find  himself  aggrieved  by  any  order  of  any  justice  or  justices 
of  the  peace,  for  the  payment  of  any  such  sum  of  money  as 
aforesaid,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  person  to  appeal 
to  the  justices  of  the  peace  at  the  next  general  or  quarter 
sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  same  county,  riding,  division, 
city,  or  place,  when  any  demand  in  pursuance  of  such  order 
shall  be  made  as  aforesaid,  who  are  hereby  empowered  to 
hear  and  finally  determine  the  same  ;  and  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  said  justices,  at  such  sessions,  to  award  and  order, 
where  they  shall  see  occasion,  the  payment  of  such  sum  and 
sums  of  money  wffiich  such  appellant,  as  churchwarden  or 
overseer  of  the  poor,  ought  to  have  paid  in  pursuance  of  such 
order  made  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  hath  neglected  to  pay 
in  manner  aforesaid. 

XXVII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  justices  of  the  peace,  at  any  general  quarter  sessions 
of  the  peace  to  be  held  for  each  respective  county,  riding, 
city,  town,  division,  and  place  in  England ,  to  order  and  di¬ 
rect  such  recompence  and  satisfaction,  as  they  shall  think  just 
and  reasonable,  to  be  made  and  given  to  the  respective  treasur¬ 
ers  for  their  extraordinary  trouble,  labour,  and  expences  in  the 
execution  of  their  respective  offices,  while  the  militia  is  em¬ 
bodied  and  in  actual  service,  for  such  time  and  in  such  man¬ 
ner  as  they  shall  think  proper,  to  be  paid  or  allowed  out  of 
the  publick  stock  or  treasure  of  every  such  county,  riding, 
town,  division,  and  place  respectively. 

XXVIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  may  be 
altered,  varied,  or  repealed,  by  any  act  or  acts  to  be  passed 
in  this  session  of  parliament. 
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An  Act  for  the  Relief  of  Soldiers ,  Sailors ,  and  Marines , 
and  of  the  Wives  of  Soldiers ,  in  the  Cases  therein  men~ 
Honed ,  so  far  as  relates  to  England. 

[24M  June  1803.] 

“  XI;  7  PEREAS  soldiers  and  marines,  and  sailors,  or  per- 
V  v  sons  discharged  from  being  such,  having  occasion  to 
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return  to  their  respective  homes  or  places  of  legal  settlement 
in  England ,  which  are  frequently  at  a  considerable  distance, 
are  under  the  necessity  of  soliciting  alms  for  their  relief: 
And  whereas,  by  such  soliciting  they  have  been,  by  and 
under  an  act  of  the  thirty-second  year  of  His  present  Majesty* 
intituled,  An  act  to  explain  and  amend  an  act ,  made  in  the 
seventeenth  year  of  the  reign  of  His  late  Majesty  King  George 
the  Second ,  intituled ,  1  An  act  to  amend  and  make  more  effectual 
‘  the  laves  relating  to  rogues ,  vagabondsf  and  other  idle  and 
i  disorderly  persons ,  and  to  houses  of  correction ,’  deemed 
rogues  and  vagabonds,  within  the  meaning  of  the  said  act, 
of  the  seventeenth  year  of  His  late  Majesty  King  George  the 
Second,  and  liable  to  be  punished  accordingly For  remedy 
thereof,  may  it  please  Your  Majesty  that  it  may  be  enacted; 
and  be  it  enacted  by  the  King’s  most  excellent  Majesty,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and 
temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  present  parliament  assembled, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  every  soldier  or 
marine  duly  discharged  out  of  any  regiment,  and  every  sailor 
duly  discharged  out  of  any  ship  or  vessel  belonging  to  Hi* 
Majesty’s  navy,  carrying  his  discharge  by  the  third  day  at  the 
latest  from  the  date  thereof,  to  the  mayor  or  chief  magistrate 
of  the  city,  town,  port,  or  corporate  place,  nearest  to  of 
within  fifteen  miles  from  the  place  where  he  shall  have  re¬ 
ceived  his  discharge,  shall  receive  from  such  mayor  or  chief 
magistrate  a  certificate  under  his  hand,  stating  the  place 
to  which  the  person  so  discharged  is  desirous  of  going,  being 
his  home  or  place  of  legal  settlement,  together  with  the  time 
to  be  fixed,  not  exceeding  ten  days  for  every  one  hundred 
miles,  and  so  in  proportion,  except  for  a  reasonable  cause  to 
be  expressed  in  such  certificate  ;  and  such  person  having  and 
producing  to  such  persons  as  shall  lawfully  demand  to  see  the 
same  such  discharge  and  such  certificate  as  aforesaid,  and 
being  in  his  rout  accordingly,  both  as  to  time  and  road,  shall 
not  by  reason  of  asking  relief  be  deemed  to  be  a  rogue  or 
vagabond  within  the  meaning  of  the  said  acts  or  either  of 
them ;  Provided  always,  that  every  such  discharge  shall  bear 
the  true  date,  both  as  to  the  time  when  and  the  place  where 
it  was  given,  and  shall  express  the  sum  or  sums,  if  any, 
which  were  paid  to  such  soldier  or  sailor  at  such  time  and 
place. 
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II.  And  whereas  it  frequently  happens  that  where  regi 
ments  are  ordered  upon  foreign  service,  the  wives  of  non-  ^s'ionTd 
commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  being  with  their  husbands,  officers  or 
are  riot  permitted  to  embark,  and  having  thereupon  the  like  on 

occasion  to  return  to  their  homes  or  places  of  legal  settlement,  proof  of  not 
are  under  the  like  necessity  of  soliciting  alms,  and  it  is  ex-  be.^§  Per“ 
pedient  that  they  also  should  be  declared  free  and  exempt  embark  with 
from  the  fines  and  penalties  of  the  said  acts;”  Be  it  further  tlieir  bus‘ 
enacted  that  the  wife  of  any  non-commissioned  officer  or  receive  from 
soldier  ordered  for  foreign  service,  making  due  proof  of  her  the  nearest 
not  being  permitted  to  embark  with  her  husband,  before  the 
mayor  or  chief  magistrate  of  the  city,  town,  port,  or  cor-  certificate  of 
porate  place,  nearest  to  or  within  fifteen  miles  from  the  place  ^ es^t^ce 
at  which  the  regiment  to  which  the  said  non-commissioned  ment,  which 
officer  or  soldier  belongs  is  ordered  to  embark,  or  of  any  v!lil  entltbf 

.  °  them  to  ask 

other  city,  town,  port,  or  corporate  place,  at  which  the  said  relief  while 
regiment  shall  happen  to  be  on  its  march  under  orders  for  m  their 
embarkation,  shall  receive  from  such  mayor  or  chief  magis¬ 
trate  a  certificate  under  his  hand,  and  the  corporate  seal  of 
such  city,  town,  port,  or  place,  stating  the  place  to  which 
?he  is  desirous  of  going,  being  her  home,  or  place  of  legal 
settlement,  together  with  the  time  to  be  fixed,  not  exceed¬ 
ing  ten  days  for  every  one  hundred  miles,  and  so  in  propor¬ 
tion,  except  for  a  reasonable  cause  to  be  expressed  in  such 
certificate  ;  and  such  person  having  and  producing  to  such 
person  as  shall  lawfully  demand  the  same,  such  certificate, 
and  being  in  her  rout  accordingly  both  as  to  time  and 
road,  shall  not,  by  reason  of  asking  relief,  be  deemed  to  be 
a  rogue  or  vagabond  within  the  meaning  of  the  said  acts  or 
either  of  them. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  New  certi- 
That  in  case  of  accident  or  sickness  duly  proved,  which  shall  a^edto* 
prevent  the  person  having  such  certificate  from  proceeding  the  former 
on  his  or  her  journey,  according  to  the  terms  prescribed 
therein,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  chief  magis-  accident  or 
trate  of  any  other  city,  town,  port,  or  corporate  place  where  sickness- 
such  person  shall  be,  or  shall  arrive,  to  grant  a  new  certifi¬ 
cate,  stating  therein  the  true  reasons  for  granting  the  same, 

and  containing  the  like  provisions  as  are  hereinbefore  de¬ 
scribed,  and  annex  the  same  to  the  former  certificate. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  certificates  or  passes  Certificate 
granted  as  heretofore  from  the  office  of  admiralty  or  war  office  /<jmiraky 
to  discharged  sailors,  soldiers,  or  marines,  or  to  the  families  or  war  office 
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of  sailors,  soldiers,  or  marines,  serving  abroad,  or  lately  de¬ 
ceased,  to  carry  them  to  their  respective  homes,  shall  have 
the  same  effect  and  force  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatever 
as  the  certificates  herein  permitted  to  be  given  by  the  magis¬ 
trate  as  aforesaid ;  and  that  the  terms  of  the  same  may  be 
extended  in  each  instance  which  shall  appear  to  require  it 
by  a  new  certificate  from  another  magistrate,  in  manner  here¬ 
inbefore  mentioned. 


[43  Geo.  III.  Cap.  no.] 

An  Act  to  explain  and  amend,  an  Act ,  made  in  the  last  Ses¬ 
sion  of  Parliament ,  intituled ,  An  Act  to  amend  an  Act, 
made  in  the  Twenty-second  Year  of  the  Reign  of  His 
present  Majesty,  for  the  better  Relief  and  Employment 
of  the  Poor,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  Payment  of  the 
Debts  incurred  for  building  any  Poor  House. 

[27 th  July  1803.] 


j  HERE  AS  by  an  act  made  in  the  twenty-second  year 
of  the  reign  of  His  present  Majesty,  intituled,  An 
aetfortke  better  relief  and  employment  of the poor ,  it  was  among 
other  things  enacted,  that  in  case  any  money  should  be  bor¬ 
rowed  under  the  powers  of  the  said  act,  for  the  building  any 
poor-house  or  workhouse,  or  purchasing  any  land  necessary 
to  be  used  for  that  purpose,  the  assessments  for  the  relief  of 
the  poor  should  continue  at  the  same  rate  they  where  when 
such  poor-house  or  workhouse  was  first  established,  until  the 
debts  so  contracted,  and  the  interest  thereof,  should  be  fully 
discharged :  And  whereas  by  an  act,  made  in  the  forty-second 
year  of  the  reign  of  His  present  Majesty,  intituled,  An  act  to 
amend  an  act ,  made  in  the  tvoenty-second  year  of  the  reign  of 
His  present  Majesty ,  for  the  better  relief  and  employment  of 
the  poor ,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  payment  of  the  debts  incurred 
for  building  any  poor-house,  it  wras  enacted,  that  the  guardians 
of  the  poor  of  any  parish  who  had  erected  any  poor-house 
or  workhouse,  under  the  powers  of  the  said  therein  recited 
act,  should,  with  the  consent  of  the  several  persons  to  whom 
the  same  should  be  due  and  payable,  yearly  and  every  year, 
pay  off  and  discharge  any  part  of  the  money  borrowed  under 
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the  powers  of  the  said  recited  act  of  the  twenty-second  year 
of  the  reign  of  Hi's  present  Majesty,  not  being  less  than  one- 
twentieth  part  thereof,  besides  the  interest  which  might  be 
payable  on  the  sum  remaining  undischarged :  and  in  case 
such  sum  to  be  paid  off  should  not  in  any  one  year  be  suffi¬ 
cient  to  discharge  any  one  of  the  notes  for  fifty  pounds  issued 
pursuant  to  the  directions  of  the  said  recited  act,  for  securing 
the  money  borrowed  under  the  authority  thereof,  the  same 
should  from  time  to  time  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  overseers 
of  the  poor  of  such  parish  until  it  amounted  to  a  sufficient 
sum  to  pay  off  and  discharge  any  of  the  said  notes;  And 
whereas  doubts  are  entertained  whether  the  said  recited 
act  of  the  forty-second  year  of  His  present  Majesty’s  reign 
has  effectually  relieved  such  parishes  as  have  adopted  the 
provision  in  the  said  act  of  the  twenty-second  year  of  His 
present  Majesty’s  reign  from  the  burthensome  effects 
thereof;”  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  King’s  most  ex¬ 
cellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 

lords  spiritual,  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  present 
parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
That  so  much  of  the  said  recited  act,  of  the  twenty- second 
year  of  His  present  Majesty’s  reign,  as  requires  that  the  as¬ 
sessments  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  shall  continue  at  the  same 
rate  as  they  were  when  any  poor-house  or  workhouse  was 
first  established  under  the  authority  of  the  said  recited  act, 
until  the  debt  contracted,  and  the  interest  thereof,  should 
be  fully  discharged,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

II.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  such  assessments  shall  and  may 
from  time  to  time  be  diminished  to  such  amount  as  shall  be 
deemed  proper  and  necessary  :  Provided  always,  that  the 
guardians  of  the  poor,  for  the  time  being,  of  every  such  parish, 
shall  yearly  and  every  year,  pay  off  or  provide  for  a  twentieth 
part  at  least  of  any  monies  which  shall  have  been  borrowed 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  under  the  powers  of  the  said  act 
of  the  twenty-second  year  of  His  present  Majesty’s  reign, 
and  also  shall  duly  keep  down  the  interest  of  all  monies  which 
shall  be  so  borrowed ;  any  thing  in  the  said  recited  acts  of 
the  twenty-second  and  forty-second  years  of  His  present 
Majesty’6  reign,  or  either  of  them,  contained  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 
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[43  Geo.  III.  Cap.  141.] 

An  Act  to  render  Justices  of  the  Peace  more  safe  in  the 
Execution  of  their  Duty.  [1 1  th  August  1803.] 

“  YT7HEREAS  it  is  expedient  that  justices  of  the  peace 
»  *  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  respectively,  who,  by 
virtue  of  divers  acts  of  parliament  in  force  in  the  United  King¬ 
dom,  are  authorized  and  required  to  convict  persons  of  sun¬ 
dry  offences  in  a  summary  way,  should  be  rendered  more  safe 
in  the  execution  of  such  their  duty Be  it  therefore  enacted, 
by  the  King’s  most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  ad¬ 
vice  and  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and 
commons,  in  this  present  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  in  all  actions  whatsoever  which 
shall,  at  any  time  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  be  brought 
against  any  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  for  or  on  account  of 
any  conviction  by  him  or  them  had  or  made,  under  or  by 
virtue  of  any  act  or  acts  of  parliament  in  force  in  the  said 
United  Kingdom;  or  for  or  by  reason  of  any  act,  matter, 
or  thing  whatsoever,  done  or  commanded  to  be  done  by 
such  justice  or  justices,  for  the  levying  of  any  penalty,  ap¬ 
prehending  any  party,  or  for  or  about  the  carrying  of  any 
such  conviction  into  effect ;  in  case  such  conviction  shall 
have  been  quashed,  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  in  such  action 
or  actions,  besides  the  value  and  amount  of  the  penalty  or 
penalties  which  may  have  been  levied  upon  the  said  plain¬ 
tiff  or  plaintiffs,  in  case  any  levy  thereof  shall  have  been 
made,  shall  not  be  entitled  to  recover  any  more  or  greater 
damages  than  the  sum  of  twopence,  nor  any  costs  of  suit 
whatsoever,  unless  it  shall  be  expressly  alleged  in  the  de¬ 
claration  in  the  action  wherein  the  recovery  shall  be  had, 
and  which  shall  be  in  an  action  upon  the  case  only,  that 
such  acts  were  done  maliciously  and  without  any  reasonable 
and  probable  cause. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  such  plaintiff  shall 
not  be  entitled  to  recover  against  such  justice  any  penalty 
which  shall  have  been  levied,  nor  any  damages  or  costs 
whatsoever,  in  case  such  justice  shall  prove  at  the  trial  that 
such  plaintiff  was  guilty  of  the  offence  whereof  he  had  been 
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convicted,  or  on  account  of  which  he  had  been  appre¬ 
hended,  or  had  otherwise  suffered,  and  that  he  had  under¬ 
gone  no  greater  punishment  than  was  assigned  by  law  to 
such  offence. 


[45  Geo.  III.  Cap.  54.] 

An  Act  to  amend  an  Act ,  made  in  the  Ninth  Year  of 
King  George  the  First ,  for  amending  the  Laws  re¬ 
lating  to  the  Settlement,  Employment ,  and  Belief  of 
the  Poor ,  so  far  as  the  same  respects  Contracts  to  he 
entered  into  for'  the  Maintenance  and  Employment  of 
the  Poor.  [27th  June  1805.] 


“  TT7HEREAS  by  an  act  of  parliament,  passed  in  the'  9G*h  c*  7* 
VV  ninth  year  of  the  reign  of  His  late  Majesty  King 
George  the  First,  intituled,  An  act  for  the  amendment  of  the 
laws  relating  to  the  settlement ,  employment ,  and  relief  of  the 
poor ,  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor,  with  the 
consent  of  the  major  part  of  the  parishioners  or  inhabitants, 
are  authorized,  in  the  manner  therein  mentioned,  to  pur¬ 
chase  or  hire  a  house  or  houses,  and  to  contract  with  any 
person  or  persons  for  the  lodging,  keeping,  maintaining,  and 
employing  of  the  poor,  and  for  taking  the  benefit  of  their 
work,  labour,  and  service,  for  their  better  maintenance  and 
relief ;  and  where  any  parish,  town,  or  township  should  be 
found  too  small,  in  such  case  to  unite  two  or  more  such 
parishes,  towns,  or  townships,  for  those  purposes,  with  the 
consent  of  the  major  part  of  the  parishioners  or  inhabitants, 
and  with  the  approbation  of  a  justice  of  the  peace :  and 
whereas  great  inconvenience  has  arisen  from  contracts  for 
the  lodging,  maintenance*  and  employment  of  the  poor 
of  parishes,  having  been  entered  into  pursuant  to  the 
said  act,  with  persons  not  being  resident  within  such  pa¬ 
rishes  respectively,  nor  of  sufficient,  responsibility  to 
ensure  the  faithful  performance  of  such  contract :  ’  Be 
it  therefore  enacted  by  the  King’s  most  excellent 

[U4]  Majesty, 
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Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  lords 
spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  present  par¬ 
liament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That, 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  no  contract  to  be 
entered  into  and  made  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers 
of  the  poor  of  any  parish,  with  any  person  or  persons,  for 
the  lodging,  keeping,  maintaining,  or  employing  of  the  poor 
of  such  parish  or  parishes  where  two  or  more  are  united,  and 
for  taking  the  benefit  of  their  work,  labour,  and  service,  for 
their  better  maintenance  and  relief,  by  virtue  or  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  the  said  act  of  the  ninth  year  of  the  reign  of 
King  George  the  First,  or  of  any  other  law  or  statute  what¬ 
soever,  shall  be  valid,  binding,  or  effectual,  unless  the  per¬ 
son  or  persons  with  whom  the  same  shall  be  entered  into 
respectively  shall  and  during  the  continuance  of  such  con¬ 
tract  be  resident  within  the  parish  so  contracting,  or  within 
the  particular  parish  in  which  such  poor  shall  be  lodged 
and  maintained,  or  who,  in  the  case  where  two  or  more 
parishes  are  united,  shall  be  so  resident  as  aforesaid  in  one 
of  such  parishes,  or  in  the  parish  in  which  such  poor  shall 
be  lodged  and  maintained ;  and  unless  one  or  more  respon¬ 
sible  householders,  resident  in  such  particular  parish  or  in 
one  of  the  said  parishes,  and  to  be  approved  of  by  the 
churchwardens  or  overseers  of  the  poor  of  such  parish  or 
united  parishes,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall,  at  or  before  the 
time  of  the  signing  such  contract,  by  their  joint  and  several 
bond,  with  a  penalty  in  not  less  than  the  amount  of  one  half 
of  the  assessment  to  the  poors  rate  of  such  parish  or  united 
parishes  for  the  year  next  but  one  preceding  the  year  in 
which  such  contract  shall  be  entered  into,  give  security  to 
the  said  churchwardens  and  overseers,  as  the  case  may  be, 
for  the  true  and  faithful  observance  and  performance  of 
such  contract  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  the  person  or  persons 
so  to  be  contracted  with  as  aforesaid;  nor  unless  such  contract 
shall  be  approved  of  and  signed  by  two  justices  of  the  peace 
acting  for  such  county,  city,  riding,  or  district,  in  which 
such  parish  or  united  parishes,  or  one  of  them,  shall  be 
situated. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  such  contracts  as 
aforesaid,  which  shall  be  entered  into  otherwise  than  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  regulations  and  restrictions  hereinbefore 
contained,  shall  be  absolutely  null  and  void  to  all  intents 

and 
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and  purposes  ;  and  every  such  contract  which  shall  be  lotions  here- 
entered  into  conformably  to  the  directions  of  this  act,  by  shaU 
any  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  any  parish,  void, 
with  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  remove  from  and  cease 
to  reside  in  the  particular  parish  or  in  one  of  the  united 
parishes  wherein  such  poor  shall  be  lodged  and  maintained, 
before  the  expiration  of  the  whole  term  or  time  for  which 
such  contract  shall  be  intended  to  have  continuance,  shall 
also  from  the  time  of  such  removal  cease  and  determine  : 

Provided  always,  that  the  removal  of  such  person  or  persons  Removal  or" 
as  aforesaid  shall  not  vacate  the  security  entered  into  by  to'va- 
any  householder  or  householders  as  aforesaid,  for  the  true  cate  the  se- 
observance  and  performance  of  the  contract  of  such  person  curlty* 
or  persons  so  having  contracted  and  removing,  but  that  the 
same  shall  continue  in  full  force  for  the  indemnification  of 
the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  such  parish  or  united 
parishes  against  any  loss  or  expence  incurred  in  consequence 
of  such  non-performance  of  such  contract  and  of  such  re¬ 
moval  :  Provided  always,  that  nothing  in  this  act  contained  Not  to  ex- 
shall  extend  or  be  construed  to  extend  to  anv  parish,  tendwhere 
township,  or  place  where  the  poor  are  maintained  under  any  maintained 
special  act  of  parliament:  Provided  also,  that  nothing:  in  underasPe~ 

a  a  7  o  c»al  act 

this  act  contained  shall  extend  or  be  construed  to  extend  to  Contracts 
make  void  any  contract  that  shall  have  been  entered  into  entered  ,nto 
before  the  passing  of  this  act  with  any  person  or  persons  in/thi/act 
for  the  lodging,  keeping,  maintaining,  or  employing  of  the  not  t0  be 
poor  of  any  parish,  by  virtue  or  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act  a^tCtcd” 
of  the  ninth  year  of  King  George  the  First  aforesaid ;  any 
thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 


[48  Geo.  III.  Cap.  96.] 

An  Act  far  the  better  Care  and.  Maintenance  of  Lunatics , 
being  Paupers  or  Criminals  in  England. 

[23d  June  1808,] 

<(  the  practice  of  confining  such  lunatics 

*  *  and  other  insane  persons  as  are  chargeable  to  their 
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respective  parishes  in  gaols,  houses  of  correction,  poor- 
houses,  and  houses  of  industry,  is  highly  dangerous  and  in¬ 
convenient  :  And  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  further  provi¬ 
sion  should  be  made  for  the  care  and  maintenance  of  such 
persons,  and  for  the  erecting  proper  houses  for  their  recep¬ 
tion,  and  also  for  erecting  additional  buildings  adjoining  or 
contiguous  thereto  for  the  reception  of  other  lunatics  :  And 
whereas  it  is  also  expedient  that  further  provision  should  be 
made  for  the  custody  of  insane  persons  who  shall  commit 
criminal  offences Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  King’s 
most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  pre¬ 
sent  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  justices  of  the  peace 
in  and  for  every  county  within  England  and  Wales ,  at  their 
respective  general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace,  or  any  ad¬ 
journment  of  the  same,  or  the  major  part  of  such  justices  then 
and  there  assembled,  to  direct  notice  to  be  given  in  some 
public  newspaper  or  newspapers  circulated  in  or  near  such 
county,  of  their  intention  of  taking  into  consideration,  at 
their  next  general  quarter  or  general  annual  sessions,  the  ex¬ 
pediency  and  propriety  of  providing  a  lunatic  asylum  or 
house  for  the  reception  of  lunatics  and  other  insane  persons 
within  the  said  county,  or  of  appointing  a  committee  of  ma¬ 
gistrates  to  treat  with  any  one  or  more  of  the  adjacent  coun¬ 
ties  to  unite  for  that  purpose. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  justices  of  the 
peace,  after  such  notice  being  given  as  aforesaid,  shall  at 
their  next  general  quarter  or  general  annual  sessions  proceed 
to  take  the  same  into  consideration ;  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  the 
major  part  of  the  said  justices  being  then  and  there  assem¬ 
bled,  such  major  part  not  being  less  in  number  than  seven, 
that  it  is  expedient  that  a  lunatic  asylum  or  house  for  the 
reception  of  lunatics  and  other  insane  persons  should  be 
erected  in  and  for  the  said  county  sole,  the  said  justices  shall 
nominate  and  appoint  such  number  of  visiting  justices  as  they 
may  think  fit  to  superintend  the  building,  erection,  and  ma¬ 
nagement  of  such  lunatic  asylum,  and  from  time  to  time  to 
report  the  state  of  their  proceedings  to  the  court  of  the 
general  quarter  sessions. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all  cases  where  it 
shall  appear  expedient  to  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for 
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any  county  to  unite  with  any  one  or  more  adjacent  county  or 
counties  for  the  purposes  of  this  act,  and  for  the  providing  a 
lunatic  asylum  to  serve  for  the  said  several  counties,  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  justices,  at  their  respective 
general  quarter  sessions,  (whereof  due  notice  shall  be  given 
as  aforesaid),  to  nominate  and  appoint  any  number  of  justices 
not  exceeding  five,  to  be  a  committee  for  treating  with  any 
adjacent  county  or  counties  for  that  purpose. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  where  the  commit-  Agreement 
tees  of  justices  so  appointed  by  any  two  or  more  counties,  edinto”1*1" 
shall  think  fit  to  unite  the  said  counties  for  the  purposes  of 
this  act,  and  shall  signify  their  inclination  and  desire  so  to  do 
at  a  meeting  holden  for  that  purpose,  an  agreement  shall  at 
such  meeting,  or  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  afterwards, 
be  entered  into  by  the  said  justices  so  appointed  as  aforesaid, 
or  the  major  part  of  them,  in  the  form  or  to  the  effect  set 
forth  in  the  schedule  hereunto  annexed  (N°  1.)  ;  which  agree¬ 
ment,  when  subscribed  by  the  major  part  of  the  justices  so 
nominated  and  appointed  for  each  county,  shall  be  binding 
upon  the  said  counties ;  and  every  such  agreement  shall  spe¬ 
cify  the  place  at  or  near  which  such  lunatic  asylum,  shall  be 
situate,  and  the  proportions  in  which  the  expences  necessary 
for  the  carrying  into  execution  the  purposes  of  this  act  shall 
be  charged  and  assessed  upon  the  several  counties  so  uniting, 
which  proportions  shall  be  calculated  by  the  said  justices  so 
appointed  upon  the  numbers  of  the  respective  population  of 
the  said  several  counties,  as  stated  in  the  returns  to  an  act, 
passed  in  the  forty-first  year  of  His  Majesty’s  reign,  intituled, 

An  act  for  taking  an  account  of  the  'population  of  Great  Bri-  41  G.III. 
tain,  and  of  the  increase  and  diminution  thereof;  and  the  said  c‘  I^‘ 
agreement  shall  also  specify  the  number  of  visiting  justices 

to  superintend  the  building,  erection,  and  management  of  the 
said  lunatic  asylum  to  be  appointed  by  each  of  the  respective 
counties  so  uniting,  which  number  shall  be  in  proportion  to 
the  share  of  the  expences  so  to  be  charged  and  assessed  upon 
each  of  such  respective  counties,  but  so  that  a  number  less 
than  three  shall  in  no  case  be  appointed  for  any  county  so 
united. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  whensoever  such  agree-  Agreement 
ment  shall  have  been  so  entered  into  and  signed  as  aforesaid,  to  be  report. 

0  fcQ 

the  justices  so  appointed  to  be  a  committee  for  each  county  ter  sessions, 
so  uniting  shall  respectively  report  the  same  to  the  justices 
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of  the  peace  at  their  next  general  quarter  sessions  to  be 
holden  for  each  of  the  said  counties,  and  shall  then  and  there 
deliver  into  court  a  duplicate  of  the  said  agreement,  to  be  by 
the  clerks  of  the  peace  of  the  said  counties  entered  among 
the  records  ;  and  that  the  said  justices  shall  then  and  there 
immediately  proceed  to  nominate  such  number  of  persons  as 
by  the  said  agreement  they  may  be  entitled  to  appoint  to  be 
visiting  justices  of  the  said  asylum  till  the  next  Michaelmas 
general  quarter  sessions,  and  shall  continue  annually  to  ap¬ 
point  such  number  of  visiting  justices  at  each  Michaelmas 
general  quarter  sessions. 

"VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  visiting  jus¬ 
tices  so  nominated  and  appointed  by  such  county  sole  or 
such  united  counties,  are  hereby  authorized  and  required, 
within  twro  calendar  months  after  such  nomination  and  ap¬ 
pointment  as  aforesaid,  to  meet  and  assemble  at  such  place 
as  shall  appear  to  them  most  convenient  for  that  purpose 
(due  notice  thereof  being  previously  given  to  such  visiting 
justices  by  the  clerk  or  clerks  of  the  peace  of  such  county  or 
counties  respectively),  and  that  the  said  visiting  justices  may 
adjourn  the  said  meeting  from  time  to  time  or  from  place  to 
place,  and  meet  as  often  as  they  shall  think  necessary ;  and 
the  said  visiting  justices  or  the  major  part  of  them  are  hereby 
authorized  at  their  said  meetings  to  appoint  a  clerk  and  a 
surveyor  for  duly  exercising  the  powers  of  this  act,  and  from 
time  to  time  to  receive  plans  and  estimates,  and  contract  for 
the  purchase  of  lands  and  buildings,  or  for  the  alteration  of 
any  building  already  belonging  to  such  county  or  any  of  such 
united  counties,  and  for  building,  erecting,  altering,  furnish¬ 
ing,  and  completing  such  lunatic  asylum,  and  the  yards, 
courts,  and  outlets  thereto  belonging,  and  such  contract  or 
contracts  shall  be  made  and  entered  into  at  the  most  reason¬ 
able  rates,  and  with  the  most  responsible  persons  ;  and  every 
such  contractor  shall  give  sufficient  security  for  the  due  per¬ 
formance  of  his  contract  to  the  clerk  to  such  visiting  justices ; 
and  all  contracts  when  made,  and  all  orders  relating  thereto, 
shall  be  entered  in  a  book  to  be  kept  by  the  clerk  to  such 
visiting  justices,  and  when  such  asylum  shall  be  declared  to 
be  completed  in  manner  hereinafter  directed,  then  such 
book  shall  be  deposited  and  kept  among  the  records  of  such 
county  sole,  or  of  such  of  the  counties  so  united  for  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  this  act  as  shall  have  paid  the  largest  quota  or  pro¬ 
portion 
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portion  of  the  expences  of  providing  such  asylum,  to  be  in¬ 
spected  at  all  reasonable  times  by  any  persons  contributing 
to  the  county  rates  of  such  county  or  counties  respectively  ; 
and  all  buildings  or  land  so  to  be  contracted  for  and  pur¬ 
chased,  shall  be  conveyed  to  such  person  or  persons  as  the 
visiting  justices  shall  think  fit,  in  trust  for  the  uses  and  pur¬ 
poses  of  this,  act ;  and  the  said  visiting  justices  shall  from 
time  to  time  make  their  report  to  the  general  quarter  sessions 
of  the  peace  of  such  county  or  counties  respectively,  of  the 
several  plans,  estimates,  and  contracts  which  shall  have  been 
made  and  entered  into  in  manner  aforesaid,  and  also  a  re¬ 
port  of  the  sum  or  sums  of  money  necessary  to  be  raised  and 
levied  on  such  county  sole,  as  the  expence,  or  on  each  of 
such  united  counties  as  the  quota  or  proportion  of  the  ex¬ 
pence  to  be  incurred  on  the  several  accounts  as  aforesaid. 

VII.  And,  in  order  to  defray  the  expences  necessary  for  How  ex- 
the  execution  *of  this  act,  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Pen^  shill 

’  .  he  defrayed 

justices  of  the  peace  at  their  general  quarter  sessions  may 
and  shall  cause  such  sums  of  money  as  shall  have  been  from 
time  to  time  reported  to  them  to  be  necessary  for  that  pur¬ 
pose  by  the  visiting  justices,  to  be  raised  in  such  manner  as 
rates  are  directed  to  be  raised  by  two  acts  made  in  the 
twelfth  and  thirteenth  years  of  His  late  Majesty  King  George 
the  Second,  for  the  more  easy  assessing,  collecting,  and  levy¬ 
ing  of  county  rates,  or  shall  order  and  direct  the  same  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  ordinary  rate  of  such  county. 

“  VIII.  And  whereas  the  expences  of  carrying  this  act  Empower- 
into  execution  may  in  some  cases  become  very  burthensome  inS  Jusl  ce3 

_  .  J  J  to  mort- 

on  the  occupiers  of  land,  and  other  the  contributors  to  the  gage  the 
county  rates,  in  case  the  said  expences  should  be  raised  in  races* 
the  manner  hereinbefore  mentioned Be  it  therefore  en¬ 
acted,  That  when  it  shall  appear  on  the  report  of  such  visit¬ 
ing  justices,  that  the  charge  and  costs  of  carrying  this  act 
into  execution  will  exceed  one  half  of  the  amount  of  the  or¬ 
dinary  annual  assessment  for  the  county  rate  for  any  county 
(such  ordinary  assessment  to  be  taken  on  a  mean  proportion 
of  the  said  rate  for  the  last  five  years  preceding),  that  then 
and  in  such  case  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  justices  of 
the  peace  within  the  respective  limits  of  their  commissions, 
so  assembled  in  their  quarter  sessions  as  aforesaid,  from  time 
to  time  to  borrow  and  take  upon  mortgage  of  the  rates  herein- 
mentioned,  by  instruments  in  the  form  contained  in  the  sche¬ 
dule 
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dule  hereunto  annexed  (N3  2.),  or  to  that  or  the  like  effect, 
any  sums  not  less  than  fifty  pounds  each,  at  legal  or  lower 
interest,  as  to  them  or  the  major  part  of  them  (such  major 
part  not  being  less  than  five)  shall  appear  necessary  and  ex¬ 
pedient  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  to  secure  all  and 
every  such  sum  and  sums  of  money  so  borrowed  upon  the 
credit  of  the  rates  to  be  raised  upon  such  county  respectively; 
and  the  said  justices  so  assembled  as  aforesaid  are  hereby  au¬ 
thorized  to  treat  and  agree  with  any  person  or  persons  for  the 
loan  of  any  such  sum  or  sums  of  money,  and  by  their  order 
to  confirm  and  establish  every  such  agreement  as  aforesaid ; 
and  every  such  agreement  so  established  by  such  order,  and 
signed  by  the  chairman  and  two  or  more  justices  present  at 
the  time  of  making  such  order,  shall  be  and  the  same  is  here¬ 
by  declared  to  be  effectual  for  securing  to  the  person  or  per¬ 
sons  so  advancing  any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  his,  her,  or 
their  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  all  and  every 
such  sum  or  sums  of  money,  with  interest  for  the  same,  on 
such  terms  as  in  and  by  such  agreement  or  agreements  re¬ 
spectively  shall  be  for  that  purpose  stipulated :  and  the  said 
securities  shall  be  numbered  in  order  of  succession  in  which 
they  shall  be  granted,  and  copies  or  extracts  of  all  such  agree¬ 
ments  or  securities  shall  be  kept  with  the  clerk  of  the  peace 
or  other  proper  officer  having  the  custody  of  the  records  of 
the  quarter  sessions  of  such  county  respectively;  and  all  and 
every  person  and  persons  to  whom  any  such  security  or  se¬ 
curities  shall  be  made,  or  who  shall  be  entitled  to  the  money 
thereby  secured,  is  and  are  hereby  empowered  (by  indorsing 
his,  her,  or  their  name  or  names  on  the  back  of  such  secu¬ 
rity  or  securities)  to  transfer  and  assign  the  same,  and  his, 
her,  or  their  right  to  the  principal  money  and  interest  there¬ 
by  secured,  imte  any  person  or  persons  ;  and  every  such  as¬ 
signee  may  in  like  manner  transfer  the  same  again  and  so 
toties  qnoties  ;  and  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  such  secu¬ 
rity  or  securities,  or  any  such  assignment  thereof  shall  be 
made,  and  his  or  their  respective  executors,  administrators, 
and  assigns,  shall  be  creditors  upon  the  said  rates  in  an  equal 
degree  one  with  another,  and  shall  not  have  any  preference 
with  respect  to  the  priority  of  any  monies  so  advanced. 

IX.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  justices  are 
hereby  authorized  and  required  not  only  to  charge  the  rates 
to  be  raised  upon  such  county  with  the  interest  of  the  money 

so 
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*0  borrowed  on  such  securities,  but  also  with  the  payment  of 
a  further  sum  equal  at  least  with  the  sum  so  charged  for  the 
interest  of  such  securities,  which  said  sums  shall  be  assessed 
on  such  county  in  such  manner  as  county  rates  are  directed 
to  be  assessed  by  the  laws  now  in  being,  and  paid  and  ap¬ 
plied  under  the  direction  of  the  said  justices  in  discharge  of 
the  interest  and  of  so  many  of  the  principal  sums,  on  the  said 
securities  as  such  money  will  extend  to  discharge  in  each  year, 
until  the  whole  of  the  money  for  which  such  securities  shall 
be  made,  and  the  interest  thereof,  shall  be  fully  paid  and  dis¬ 
charged;  and  the  sa^d  justices  are  required  to  fix  one  or 
more  day  in  each  year,  on  which  such  payment  shall  be  made, 
and  shall  make  orders  for  assessments  in  due  time,  so  as  to 
provide  for  the  regular  payment  thereof ;  and  they  are  hereby  Accounts 1 
required  to  appoint  a  proper  person  to  keep  an  exact  and  receipts 
regular  account  of  all  the  receipts  and  payments  under  the  and  pay- 
authoritv  of  this  act,  in  a  book  or  books,  separate  and  apart  nients* 
from  all  other  accounts,  and  the  same  to  adjust  and  settle 
in  such  manner  that  it  may  easily  be  seen  what  interest  is 
growing  due  and  what  principal  money  has  been  discharged 
and  what  remains  due,  and  the  said  book  or  books  so  adjusted 
and  settled  to  deliver  into  court  at  every  general  annual  or 
Michaelmas  quarter  sessions  to  be  held  for  any  such  county; 
and  the  said  justices  are  required  at  every  such  sessions,  care¬ 
fully  to  inspect  all  such  accounts,  and  make  orders  for  car¬ 
rying  the  several  purposes  of  this  act  into  execution  in  such 
manner  as  to  them  shall  seem  meet ;  and  if  at  any  time  it 
shall  appear  to  the  said  justices  that  the  person  so  appointed 
has  neglected  the  said  order,  and  has  not  duly  and  without 
delay  applied  the  money  in  his  hands  to  the  purposes  hereby 
directed,  such  person  shall  forfeit  double  the  amount  of  the 
money  which  shall  not  have  been  applied  to  the  purposes 
of  this  act,  to  be  recovered  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  offen¬ 
der’s  goods  and  chattels,  by  warrant  under  the  hands  and 
seals  of  such  justices  ;  and  the  said  penalty,  after  the  charges 
of  recovering  the  same,  shall  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  such 
asylum  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  same ;  and  the  said 
justices  on  a  day  and  hour  to  be  fixed  at  some  general  quar¬ 
ter  or  annual  sessions  of  the  peace,  to  be  holden  for  such 
county, )  of  which  fourteen  days  publick  notice  shall  be  given 
as  aforesaid)  shall  in  open  court  cause  all  the  said  several 
securities  to  be  drawn  by  lot  and  numbered  for  payment  ac¬ 
cording 
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cording  to  the  event  of  such  drawing,  and  the  securities  so 
drawn  and  numbered  shall  be  regularly  discharged  in  suc¬ 
cession  according  to  priority  of  such  drawn  number. 

X.  Provided  always,  and  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
justices  of  the  peace  in  their  respective  quarter  sessions  shall 
and  they  are  hereby  required  to  make  provisions  by  means  of 
the  rates  (which  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  make),  and 
by  their  orders  and  directions  (which  they  are  hereby  autho¬ 
rized  to  give),  in  such  manner  that  the  whole  money  to  be 
borrowed  under  the  authority  of  this  act  shall  be  fully  paid 
and  discharged  within  a  time  to  be  limited,  not  exceeding 
fourteen  years  from  the  time  of  borrowing  the  same. 

XL  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  King’s  most  excellent  Majesty,  his  heirs  and 
successors,  and  for  all  bodies  politic  and  corporate,  and  also 
for  all  guardians,  committees,  husbands,  trustees,  and  attor- 
nies  of  any  person  or  persons  being  infants,  lunatics,  idiots, 
under  coverture  or  any  other  disability,  and  also  for  all  other 
persons  who  are  or  shall  be  seised,  possessed  of,  or  interested 
in  any  houses,  buildings,  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments, 
easements  or  privileges  which  shall  be  deemed  necessary  for 
the  purposes  of  this  act,  to  contract  or  agree  for,  and  to  sell, 
convey,  and  assure  such  houses,  buildings,  lands,  tenements, 
hereditaments,  easements,  and  privileges  unto  such  person  or 
persons  as  shall  be  named  by  the  visiting  justices,  in  trust 
ahd  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  or  providing  such  lunatic  asy¬ 
lum,  and  the  yards,  courts,  and  outlets  thereunto  belonging'; 
and  all  such  contracts,  agreements,  sales,  conveyances,  and 
assurances,  shall  be  valid  and  effectual  in  law  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  whatsoever;  any  law,  statute,  usage,' or  cus¬ 
tom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  ' 

XII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  Slims1  of' money 
which  shall  be  agreed  to  be  paid  to  any  corporation,  guardian, 
committee,  husband,  trustee,  or  attorney,  for  or  on  behalf  of 
any  infants,  lunatics,  idiots,  femes  covert,  or  cestuique 
trusts,  or  to  any  other  person  or  persons  whose  houses,  build¬ 
ings,  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  easements,  and  privi¬ 
leges,  shall  be  limited  in  settlement,  for  the  purchase  of  any 
such  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  shall,  in  case  such 
sums  of  money  shall  exceed  the  sum  of  one  huqdred  pounds, 
be  laid  out  by  such  corporations,  guardians,  committees, 
husbands,’- trustees,  or  aftornies,  or  any  person  or  persons 
;,i  .  *  seised 
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seised  of  such  houses,  buildings,  lands,  tenements,  heredita¬ 
ments,  easements,  or  privileges,  so  limited  in  settlement  as 
soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  tene¬ 
ments,  and  hereditaments  in  fee  simple,  to  be  conveyed  to  or 
to  the  use  of  such  corporations,  guardians,  committees,  hus¬ 
bands,  trustees  or  attornies,  and  to  and  for  such  person  or 
persons,  and  for  such  estate  and  estates  and  to,  for,  and  upon, 
and  subject  to  such  uses,  limitations,  remainders,  and  contin¬ 
gencies  as  the  houses,  buildings,  lands,  tenements,  heredita¬ 
ments,  easements  or  privileges  for  and  in  respect  whereof 
such  purchase  money  shall  be  paid  as  aforesaid  shall  be  limited, 
settled,  and  assured,  at  the  time  such  purchase  or  contract 
ahall  be  made  in  manner  aforesaid,  or  such  as  shall  then  be 
capable  of  taking  effect,  the  charges  of  such  conveyances 
and  settlements,  to  be  paid  in  the  same  manner  as  the  other 
expences  relating  to  the  lunatic  asylum ;  and  in  the  mean 
time,  and  till  such  purchase  or  purchases  shall  be  made, 
such  money,  whether  the  same  shall  or  shall  not  exceed  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  shall  be  laid  out  by  such  corpo¬ 
rations,  or  other  persons  for  the  time  being  interested  therein, 
in  some  government  securities  in  the  names  of  two  persons, 
one  to  be  nominated  by  the  party  or  parties  for  the  time 
being  interested  therein,  and  the  other  by  the  visiting  justices 
aforesaid;  and  the  interest  arising  from  such  securities  shall 
be  paid  to  such  person  or  persons  respectively  as  would  have 
been  entitled  to  the  rents  and  profits  of  such  lands,  tenements, 
hereditaments,  easements,  and  privileges,  in  case  the  same 
had  not  been  sold,  or  would  for  the  time  being  be  entitled  to 
the  rents  and  profits  of  such  lands,  tenements,  and  heredita¬ 
ments  so  to  be  purchased,  in  case  the  same  were  purchased 
and  settled  as  aforesaid. 

XIII.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  ^u£tic*s”0t 
no  justice  of  the  peace,  who  shall  under  the  authority  of  this  Cernedia 
act  do  any  matter  or  thing  in  the  execution  hereof,  shall  be  contracts, 
capable  of  having  any  beneficial  interest  or  concern  whatso¬ 
ever  either  in  his  own  name  or  in  the  name  of  any  other  per¬ 
son  in  trust  for  him,  in  any  contract  or  agreement  to  be 

made  under  the  authority  of  this  act,  or  shall  for  any  design 
or  plan  he  may  deliver  or  produce,  receive  any  benefit  or 
emolument  whatsoever. 

XIV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  visiting  Empower- 
justices,  or  any  five  or  more  of  them  shall  and  may  and  they 

VOL.  II.  are  materials. 
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are  hereby  authorized  to  empower  their  agents  or  workmen 
to  dig,  take  and  carry  away  any  soil,  clay,  sand,  gravel,  or 
stone,  and  to  manufacture  the  same  for  the  purpose  of  building, 
carrying  on,  finishing,  and  completing  such  lunatic  asylum, 
or  other  buildings  hereby  directed  to  be  built,  out  of,  upon, 
or  from  any  common  or  waste  land,  river,  or  brook,  without 
paying  any  thing  for  the  same  ;  they  causing  all  pits  or  quar¬ 
ries  made  by  such  digging  and  taking  to  be  filled  up,  or  railed 
and  fenced  so  as  not  to  be  dangerous  to  passengers  or  cattle. 

XV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  visiting  jus¬ 
tices  may  sue  and  be  sued  in  the  name  of  their  clerk,  and  that 
no  action  that  may  be  brought  or  commenced  by  or  against 
the  said  visiting  justices,  or  any  of  them,  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
in  the  name  of  their  clerk,  shall  abate  or  be  discontinued  by 
the  death  or  removal  of  such  clerk,  or  by  the  act  of  such  clerk, 
without  the  consent  of  the  said  visiting  justices,  or  any  five 
or  more  of  them  ;  but  the  clerk  to  the  said  visiting  justices  for 
the  time  being  shall  always  be  deemed  plaintiff  or  defendant 
in  such  action,  as  the  case  shall  be. 

XVI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  visiting  jus¬ 
tices,  as  well  in  the  choice  of  ground  and  of  situation,  as  in 
determining  upon  the  plans  for  building  or  for  purchasing 
and  altering  buildings  for  such  lunatic  asylums,  shall,  as 
far  as  conveniently  may  be,  fix  upon  an  airy  and  healthy  situ¬ 
ation,  with  a  good  supply  of  water,  and  which  may  afford  a 
probability  of  the  vicinity  of  constant  medical  assistance, 
and  pursue  such  measures  and  adopt  such  plans,  as  shall  pro¬ 
vide  separate  and  distinct  wards  for  male  and  female  lunatics, 
and  also  for  the  convalescents  and  incurables,  and  also  sepa¬ 
rate  and  distinct  day  rooms  and  airing  grounds  for  the  male 
and  female  convalescents,  and  dry  and  airy  cells  for  the  luna¬ 
tics  of  every  description. 

XVII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  soon  as  any 
lunatic  asylum  so  erected  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  declared  by 
the  visiting  justices  to  be  completed,  and  in  a  fit  state  for 
the  reception  of  lunatics  and  other  insane  persons,  whereof 
due  notice  shall  be  given  three  times  at  the  least  in  some 
publick  newspaper  or  newspapers  circulating  in  the  county 
or  district  of  counties  united  for  the  purposes  of  this  act,  the 
justices  of  the  peace,  acting  respectively  in  and  for  any 
county  or  counties  at  the  expence  of  which  such  asylum 
shall  have  been  built,  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to 
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issue  warrants,  upon  the  application  of  the  overseers  of  the 
poor  of  any  parish  situate  within  such  county  or  district  of 
counties  for  the  conveyance  of  any  lunatic,  insane  person,  or 
dangerous  idiot  who  may  be  chargeable  to  such  parish,  to 
such  asylum,  there  to  be  safely  kept  until  he  or  she  shall 
be  duly  discharged  as  hereinafter  directed;  and  at  the  time 
oi  such  issuing  such  warrant  every  such  justice  shall  also 
make  an  order  upon  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish 
to  which  such  lunatic,  insane  person,  or  dangerous  idiot 
shall  belong,  to  pay  such  weekly  sum  to  the  treasurer  of  such 
asylum,  as  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  fixed  upon  by  the 
visiting  justices  as  a  fit  rate  for  the  maintenance,  medicine, 
cloathing  and  care  of  such  persons. 

XVIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  overseer  Inflicting  pe- 
of  the  poor  of  any  parish  shall  wilfully  neglect  or  delay  to  ^y^yepr°.n 
give  information  to  such  justice  of  the  peace  of  any  such  lu-  seerneglect- 
natic  or  insane  person  who  shall  be  chargeable  to  such  parish,  !ns  t0  s*ye 

1  #  °  1  information 

or  to  make  application  for  such  warrant  as  aforesaid,  during  to  justice  of 

the  space  of  seven  days  from  the  time  that  he  shall  be  ac-  tfie  peace  of 
quainted  that  such  person  is  so  lunatic  or  insane,  he  shall  for  p^per. 
every  such  offence  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  of  money  not  exceed¬ 
ing  ten  pounds,  nor  less  than  forty  shillings,  to  be  recovered 
by  distress  and  sale  of  the  offender’s  goods  and  chattels,  by 
warrant  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  any  two  justices  of  the 
peace  acting  for  the  county  within  which  such  parish  shall  be 
situated,  which  warrant  such  justices  are  hereby  required  to 
grant  upon  the  confession  of  the  party,  or  upon  the  informa¬ 
tion  of  any  witness  or  witnesses  upon  oath  (which  oath  such 
justices  are  hereby  empowered  to  administer);  and  the  said 
penalty,  after  the  charges  of  recovering  the  same  shall  be  de¬ 
ducted,  shall  be  paid,  one  moiety  to  the  informer,  and  the 
other  to  the  treasurer  of  the  said  asylum,  to  be  applied  to  the 
use  of  the  same. 

“  XIX.  And  whereas  by  an  act  passed  in  the  seventeenth  For  the 
year  of  the  reign  of  King  George  the  second,  intituled,  An  of^grant 
act  to  amend  and  make  more  effectual  the  lanes  relating  to  lunatics. 
rogues,  vagabonds ,  and  other  idle  and  disorderly  persons ,  and 
to  houses  of  correction ,  it  is  among  other  things  enacted,  That 
whereas  there  are  sometimes  persons  who  by  lunacy  or 
otherwise  are  furiously  mad,  or  are  so  far  disordered  in  their 
senses  that  they  may  be  dangerous  to  be  permitted  to  go 
abroad,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  two  or  more  jus- 
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tices  of  the  peace  where  such  lunatic  or  mad  person  shall  be 
found,  by  warrant  under  their  hands  and  seals  directed  to  the 
constables,  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the 
parish,  town,  or  place,  or  some  of  them,  to  cause  such  person 
so  to  be  apprehended  and  kept  safely  locked  up  in  some 
secure  place  within  the  county  or  precinct  where  such 
parish,  town,  or  place  shall  lie,  as  such  justices  shall  under 
their  hands  and  seals  direct  and  appoint,  and  if  such  justices 
find  it  necessary  to  be  there  chained,  if  the  last  legal  settle¬ 
ment  of  such  person  shall  be  in  any  parish,  town,  or  place 
within  such  county  or  precinct ;  and  if  such  settlement  shall 
not  be  there,  then  such  person  shall  be  sent  to  the  place  of 
his  or  her  last  legal  settlement  by  a  pass,  mutatis  mutandisy 
as  aforesaid,  and  shall  be  locked  up  or  chained,  by  warrant 
of  two  justices  of  the  county  or  precinct  to  which  such  per¬ 
son  is  so  sent  in  manner  aforesaid ;  and  the  reasonable 
charges  of  removing  and  of  keeping,  maintaining,  and  curing 
such  person  during  such  restraint  (which  shall  be  for  and 
during  such  time  only  as  such  lunacy  or  madness  shall  coil- 
tinue)  shall  be  satisfied  and  paid,  such  charges  being  first 
proved  upon  oath,  by  order  of  two  or  more  justices  of  the 
peace,  directing  the  churchwardens  or  overseers  where  any 
goods,  chattels,  lands,  or  tenements  of  such  person  shall  be, 
to  seize  and  sell  so  much  of  the  goods  and  chattels,  or  re¬ 
ceive  so  much  of  the  annual  rents  of  the  lands  and  tene¬ 
ments  as  is  necessary  to  pay  the  same,  and  to  account  for 
what  is  so  seized,  sold,  or  received  to  the  next  quarter 
sessions;  but  if  such  person  hath  not  an  estate  to  pay  and 
satisfy  the  same,  over  and  above  what  shall  be  sufficient  to 
maintain  his  or  her  family,  then  such  charges  shall  be  satis¬ 
fied  and  paid  by  the  parish,  town  or  place  to  which  such 
person  belongs,  by  order  of  two  justices  directed  to  the 
churchwardens  or  overseers  for  that  purpose Be  it  enacted, 
That  in  case  there  shall  be  a  lunatic  asylum  established 
under  the  directions  of  this  act  for  the  county  or  district  of 
united  counties  within  which  the  parish  to  which  any  lunatic 
or  mad  person,  apprehended  by  virtue  of  the  above  recited 
act,  belongs,  shall  be  situated,  then  such  justices  of  the 
peace  who  shall  by  virtue  of  the  above  recited  act  issue  any 
warrant  for  the  confinement  of  such  lunatic  or  mad  person, 
shall  in  the  body  of  such  warrant  so  issued  by  them,  direct 
and  order  that  such  lunatic  or  mad  person  shall  be  confined 
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in  such  lunatic  asylum  and  not  elsewhere ;  but  if  no  such 
lunatic  asylum  shall  have  been  established,  then  and  in 
such  case  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  justices,  if 
they  think  lit,  to  order  and  direct  by  such  warrant  that 
such  lunatic  or  mad  person  shall  be  confined  in  any  house 
duly  licensed  for  the  reception  of  lunatics  under  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  an  act  passed  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  reign  of 
His  present  Majesty,  intituled,  An  act  for  regulating  mad¬ 
houses ,  although  such  house  may  not  be  situated  within  the 
count}'  where  the  parish  to  which  such  lunatic  or  mad  per¬ 
son  belongs,  shall  lie. 

“  XX.  And  whereas  it  sometimes  happens,  that  by  rea-  Where  the 
son  of  the  lunacy  and  madness  of  such  persons  the  place  of  legal  sejtle~ 

.  J  .  ,  .  r  ment  of 

their  legal  settlement  cannot  be  ascertained  Be  it  enacted,  lunatics 

That  in  case  the  place  of  the  last  legal  settlement  of  any  cannot  he 

*  ^  »  discovered 

lunatic  or  mad  person,  apprehended  by  virtue  of  the  above  tile  justices 

recited  act,  cannot  be  ascertained,  then  the  justices  who  shall  direct 

they 

shall  have  caused  such  person  to  be  apprehended  shall  by  shau  besent 
their  said  warrant  direct  such  person  to  be  confined  in  the  to  the  lu- 
lunatic  asylum  for  the  county  or  district  of  united  counties 
within  which  such  person  shall  have  been  apprehended,  if  other  place 
any  such  asylum  shall  have  been  established,  and  not  else¬ 
where  :  or  if  no  such  asylum  shall  have  been  established, 
in  some  house  duly  licensed  for  the  reception  of  lunatics  as 
aforesaid,  or  in  some  other  secure  place  as  directed  by  the 
said, recited  act ;  and  if  such  person  have  not  an  estate  to 
pay  and  satisfy  the  reasonable  charges  of  removing,  and  of 
]keeping,  maintaining,  and  curing  such  person  under  the 
authority  of  the  said  recited  act,  then  such  charges  shall  be 
satisfied  and  paid  by  the  treasurer  of  the  county  within 
which  such  person  shall  be  apprehended,  out  of  the  county 
rates, by  order  of  two  justices  to  him  directed  for  that  purpose. 

XXI.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  Providing 
nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  extend  or  be  construed  to  | u * H 
extend  to  render  any  lunatic  asylum  which  may  be  pro-  not  be  liable 
yided  under  the  authority  of  this  act  for  the ;  use  of  any 
county  pr  united  counties  liable  to  the  reception  of  luna-  natics  cliarg- 
ticks  or  insane  persons  who  may  be  chargeable  to  or  appre-  ^ 
bended  in  any  city,  town,  precinct,  parish,  township,  or  does  not 
place  situate  within  the  limits  of  such  county  or  united  coun-  contribute 
ties,  but  claiming  exemption,  and  being  exempt  from  con- 
jtnbuting  to  the  ^county  rate,  unless  such:  city;  town,  pre- 
»  ■  [x  3]  cinct 
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cinct,  parish,  township,  or  place,  shall  have  agreed  to 
unite,  and  shall  thereby  have  contributed  to  the  expence 
of  the  same  under  the  powers  herein-before  given  in  this 
act. 

XXII.  “  And  whereas  in  many  parts  of  this  kingdom  lu¬ 
natic  asylums  have  been  built  and  established,  and  others 
may  hereafter  be  built  and  established,  by  voluntary  contri¬ 
bution,  for  the  reception  and  care  of  lunatics  of  all  de¬ 
scriptions,  contributing  to  the  general  charge  of  mainte¬ 
nance,  medicines,  and  care,  by  certain  weekly  payments, 
according  to  the  pecuniary  circumstances  of  the  parties  re¬ 
spectively,  or  of  their  immediate  connections,  the  excess  of 
payments  of  the  more  affluent  being  applied  to  relieve  and 
lower  the  payments  of  persons  in  more  limited  circum¬ 
stances  :  And  whereas  it  is  fit  and  expedient  to  support  and 
encourage  such  laudable  institutions,  and  it  may  be  of  great 
advantage  that  asylums  intended  by  this  act  to  be  erected 
for  pauper  lunatics  should  be  united  to  or  connected  with 
such  institutions  by  voluntary  subscription  Be  it  enacted, 
That  at  any  meeting  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  to  be  held 
as  aforesaid  in  any  county  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
and  determining  on  the  expediency  and  propriety  of  pro¬ 
viding  a  lunatic  asylum  or  house  of  reception  for  lunatics 
or  other  insane  persons,  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  major  part 
of  the  justices  so  assembled,  that  it  would  be  expedient  to 
unite  and  join  with  any  lunatic  asylum  so  built  and  esta¬ 
blished  by  voluntary  contribution,  or  so  intended  to  be  built 
and  established,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  justices  so  assembled 
to  appoint  a  committee  (in  manner  hereinbefore  directed  to 
be  appointed  to  treat  with  any  adjoining  county  or  counties) 
to  treat  with  and  enter  into  and  subscribe  an  agreement  with 
a  committee  of  governors,  directors,  or  subscribers  to  such 
voluntary  institution,  such  committee  being  authorized  and 
appointed  by  a  majority  of  such  subscribers,  to  be  called  by 
public  advertisement  as  aforesaid  for  the  express  purpose  of 
making  such  appointment;  and  all  provisions  hereinbefore 
directed  in  regard  to  counties  treating  and  agreeing  with 
each  other,  shall  be  adhered  to  and  be  effectual,  so  far  as  the 
same  will  apply,  or  as  the  different  circumstances  of  the 
two  cases  will  admit ;  and  the  number  of  the  committee  of 
directors,  governors,  or  subscribers,  appointed  by  the  sub¬ 
scribers,  shall  not  exceed  the  number  of  the  committee  of 
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justices  to  be  appointed  by  the  justices  of  the  peace  on  the  * 
part  of  the  county ;  and  such  committee  of  subscribers,  or 
the  major  part  of  them,  shall  be  competent  to  enter  into 
and  subscribe  any  agreement,  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
as  fully  and  effectually  as  any  committee  appointed  under 
this  act  on  the  part  of  any  county  uniting  to  treat  with  any 
other  county  so  uniting  :  Provided  always,  no  agreement  so 
made  by  any  committee  of  justices  shall  be  valid  and  have 
force  on  the  part  of  the  county,  until  the  same  shall  have 
been  submitted  to  and  approved  by  the  majority  of  the 
justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county  assembled  at  the  next 
ensuing  general  quarter  sessions  which  shall  be  held  after 
such  agreement  shall  have  been  entered  into. 

XXIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  lunatics,  penalty  on 
insane  persons,  or  dangerous  idiots  so  committed  to  such  Pers°n* 
asylum,  shall  be  safely  kept,  and  that  no  such  person  shall  ticsTn  their' 
be  suffered  to  quit  the  said  asylum  or  to  be  at  large  until  p*re  suffer- 
the  visiting  justices  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  shall  order 
the  discharge  of  such  person,  and  shall  signify  the  same  in  without  an 
writing  under  their  hands  and  seals ;  and  that  if  any  officer,  justices, 
servant,  or  assistant  in  such  asylum  shall  notwithstanding, 
through  neglect  or  connivance,  permit  such  person  in  any 
case  to  escape  and  be  at  large  without  such  order  as  afore¬ 
said,  he  or  she  shall  for  every  such  offence  forfeit  and  pay  a 
sum  not  exceeding  ten  pounds,  nor  less  than  forty  shil¬ 
lings,  to  be  recovered  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  offender’s 
goods  and  chattels,  by  warrant  under  the  hands  and  seals  of 
any  two  justices  of  the  peace  acting  for  the  county  within 
which  such  asylum  shall  be  situated  (which  warrant  such 
justices  are  hereby  required  to  grant,  upon  the  confession  of 
the  party,  or  upon  the  information  of  any  witness  or  witnesses 
upon  oath  (which  oath  such  justices  are  hereby  empowered 
to  administer)  ;  and  the  said  penalty,  after  the  charges  of 
recovering  the  same  shall  be  deducted,  shall  be  paid  one 
moiety  to  the  informer,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  trea¬ 
surer  of  the  said  asylum,  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the 
same. 

XXIV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all  cases  where  visiting  jus.- 
any  such  lunatic  asylum  shall  have  been  established  under  tices  t0  ap- 
the  authority  of  this  act,  the  visiting  justices  appointed  as  officers 
aforesaid  to  superintend  the  same  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
such  major  part  not  being  fewer  than  five,  sfiall  from  time  to 
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time  make  such  regulations  as  to  them  shall  seem  expedient 
for  the  management  and  conduct  thereof,  in  which  regula¬ 
tions  shall  be  set  forth  the  number  and  description  of  officers 
and  servants  to  be  kept,  the  duties  to  be  required,  and  what 
salaries  shall  respectively  be  paid  to  them ;  and  may  appoint 
a  treasurer,  and  such  other  officers  and  servants  together 
with  such  number  of  assistants  as  they  shall  from  time  to 
time  find  necessary  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  persons 
confined  in  such  asylum,  and  may  dismiss  any  such  officer, 
servant,  or  assistant,  if  they  see  occasion ;  and  shall  from 
time  to  time  fix  a  certain  weekly  rate  to  be  paid  for  each 
person  confined  in  such  asylum,  which  may  be  sufficient  to 
defray  the  whole  expence  of  the  maintenance  and  care, 
medicines  and  cloathing,  requisite  for  such  person,  and  the 
salaries  of  the  officers  and  attendants ;  provided  always,  that 
such  rate  shall  in  no  case  exceed  fourteen  shillings  per  week; 
and  that  the  said  visiting  justices  shall  annually  audit  the 
accounts  of  the  treasurer,  and  report  the  same  to  the  next 
general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  to  be  holdenfor  the  coun¬ 
ties  at  the  expence  of  which  such  asylum  has  been  established. 

XXV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  such  visiting  jus¬ 
tices  may  from  time  to  time  order  all  such  repairs,  or  other 
expences  as  may  be  necessary  for  such  lunatic  asylums, 
and  shall  direct  the  same  to  be  paid  by  an  order  upon  the 
county  treasurer,  where  such  asylum  shall  be  established  by 
one  county  only,  or  shall  apportion  the  same  as  aforemen¬ 
tioned  upon  each  county  where  such  asylum  is  established 
for  a  district  of  united  counties,  and  shall  make  an  order 
upon  the  treasurer  of  each  of  the  said  united  counties  for  the 
payment  of  the  proportion  to  be  paid  by  such  county  ;  and 
that  such  county  treasurer  shall  immediately  discharge  the 
same  out  of  any  money  which  may  then  be  in  his  hands, 
under  the  penalty  of  double  such  sum  as  he  shall  be  directed 
to  pay,  to  be  recovered  from  him  for  the  benefit  of  such 
asylum  by  action  in  any  of  His  Majesty’s  courts  at  West¬ 
minster  by  the  treasurer  of  the  said  asylum. 

XXVI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all  future  rates, 
taxes,  and  levies  to  be  made  for  any  parish  or  place  in 
which  any  land  or  ground  to  be  purchased  for  the  purposes 
of  this  act  shall  be  situate,  such  land  or  ground  with  any 
building  to  be  erected  thereon  shall  not  be  assessed  to  any 

ucb  rates,  taxes,  or  levies,  at  a  higher  value  or  more  im¬ 
proved 
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proved  rent  than  the  same  land  or  ground  was  at  the  time  of 
such  purchase ;  nor  shall  any  building  or  buildings  which,  Buildings 
under  this  act,  shall  be  erected  on  such  land,  be  assessed  ®xemPted 
to  any  house  or  window  tax,  any  act  or  acts  of  parliament  window  tax. 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

“  XXVII.  And  whereas  by  an  act  passed  in  the  thirty-  39&40  (T3. 

ninth  and  fortieth  years  of  the  reign  of  His  present  Majesty,  c' 

and  intituled,  An  act  for  the  safe  custody  of  insane  persons 

charged  tvith  offences ,  it  is  enacted,  that  in  certain  cases 

therein  specified  it  shall  be  lawful  for  courts  of  justice  to 

direct  insane  persons  to  be  kept  in  strict  custody,  in  such 

place  and  in  such  manner  as  to  such  courts  shall  seem  fit, 

until  His  Majesty’s  pleasure  shall  be  known ;  and  that  it 

shall  thereupon  be  lawful  for  His  Majesty  to  give  such  order 

for  the  safe  custody  of  such  persons  during  his  pleasure  in  such 

place  and  in  such  manneras  to  His  Majestyshall  seem  fit:  And 

whereas  it  is  expedient  that  provision  should  be  made  for 

the  due  maintenance  and  care  of  such  persons  while  they 

shall  be  so  kept  in  custody Be  it  enacted,  That  in  all  Persons 

cases  where  any  person  shall  by  virtue  of  the  above  last  murder 

recited  act  be  kept  in  such  custody  as  a  lunatic  or  insane  being  insane, 

person,  by  order  of  any  court  or  by  His  Majesty’s  order  Justic.es 
r  7  J  J  J  J  J  enquire  iota 

subsequent  thereto,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  two  their  settle- 

justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county  where  such  person  shall  nient>anf 
1  ,  1  .  .  make  order 
be  so  kept  m  custody,  to  enquire  into  and  ascertain  by  the  for  their 

best  legal  evidence  that  can  be  procured  under  the  circum-  rnamte* 

A  H2I1C6# 

stances  of  personal  legal  disability  of  such  lunatic,  the 
place  of  the  last  legal  settlement,  and  the  circumstances  of 
such  person ;  and  if  it  shall  not  appear  that  he  or  she  is  pos¬ 
sessed  of  sufficient  property  which  can  be  applied  to  his  or 
her  maintenance,  to  make  order  upon  such  parish  where 
they  shall  adjudge  him  or  her  to  be  legally  settled,  to  pay 
such  weekly  sum  for  his  or  her  maintenance  in  such  place  of 
custody  as  such  court  or  His  Majesty  shall  appoint,  as  shall 
from  time  to  time  be  fixed  upon  and  directed  in  writing  by 
one  of  His  Majesty’s  principal  secretaries  of  state ;  and 
that  where  such  place  of  settlement  cannot  be  ascertained, 
such  allowance  shall  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  of  the  county 
where  such  person  shall  have  been  apprehended  ;  but  if  it 
shall  appear  that  such  person  is  possessed  of  such  sufficient 
property  as  aforesaid,  then  suelj  justices  shall  order  and 
direct  the  same  to  be  applied  to  pay  and  satisfy  the  expence 

of 
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of  the  maintenance  of  such  person,  in  the  manner  directed 
in  the  case  of  lunatics  and  mad  persons  by  the  above 
recited  act,  passed  in  the  seventeenth  year  of  King  George 
the  Second :  Provided  always,  that  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers  of  such  parish  in  which  the  said  justices  shall  ad¬ 
judge  any  lunatic  to  be  legally  settled,  or  the  major  part  of 
them,  may  appeal  against  such  order  to  the  general  quarter 
sessions  of  the  peace  to  be  holden  for  the  county  where  such 
order  shall  be  made,  in  like  manner,  and  under  like  restric¬ 
tions  and  regulations  as  against  any  order  of  removal,  giving 
reasonable  notice  thereof  to  the  clerk  of  the  peace  of  such 
county,  who  shall  be  respondent  in  such  appeal ;  which  said 
appeal  the  justices  of  the  peace  assembled  at  the  said  general 
quarter  sessions  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to 
hear  and  determine,  in  the  same  manner  as  other  orders  of 
removal  are  now  heard  and  determined. 

XXVIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  provisions, 
directions,  clauses,  matters,  and  things  whatever  in  this 
act  contained  relating  to  counties,  shall  extend  and  be  con¬ 
strued  to  extend  to  all  ridings,  divisions,  cities,  towns,  liber¬ 
ties,  and  places  possessing  separate  jurisdictions ;  and  if 
relating  to  parishes,  shall  extend  and  be  construed  to  extend 
to  all  vills,  townships,  and  places  maintaining  their  own 
poor,  as  fully  and  amply  as  if  they  were  severally  and  re¬ 
spectively  repeated  in  every  such  provision,  direction,  and 
clause,  and  with  relation  to  any  such  matter  or  thing. 


SCHEDULE  (N°I.) 

Form  of  agreement  for  uniting  the  counties  or  ridings ,  <fyc. 
[as  the  case  may  be]  of  A.  B.  and  C. ;  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  a  lunatick  asylum  or  house  for  the  reception  of 
lunatichs  and  insane  persons ,  pursuant  to  the  statute  of  the 
Forty-eighth  year  of  King  George  the  Third . 

IT  is  agreed  this  day  of  by 

and  between  the  committees  of  justices  of  the  peace  seve¬ 
rally  appointed  for  the  counties  [or  ridings,  cities,  &c.  as 
the  case  may  he']  of  A.  B.  C.  to  treat  for  the  uniting  of  tlie 
said  counties  for  the  purposes  of  an  act  (for  the  better 

•  care 


V 


of  Lunatic  Paupers  and  Criminals. 

care  and  maintenance  of  paupers  and  criminal  lunatics) 
passed  in  the  forty-eight  year  of  His  Majesty  King  George 
the  Third,  that  the  said  counties  [&c.  as  the  case  may  be~\ 
shall  from  henceforth  be  united  for  the  purposes  of  the  said 
act,  and  adopt  in  all  respects  the  provisions,  rules,  orders, 
and  regulations,  and  comply  with  all  the  requisites  prescribed 
by  the  said  act  for  counties  uniting  for  those  purposes ;  and 
that  a  lunatic  asylum  or  house  for  the  reception  of  lunatics 
and  other  insane  persons,  with  all  necessary  buildings,  courts, 
yards,  and  outlets,  shall  be  immediately  provided  at  or  near 

and  properly  fitted  up  and  ac¬ 
commodated  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  said  act ;  and 
that  the  necessary  expences  attending  upon  the  providing, 
building,  fitting  up,  repairs  and  maintenance  of  the  said 
lunatic  asylum,  shall  be  defrayed  by  the  said  counties  so 
united,  in  the  following  proportions,  that  is  to  say  ; 

The  county  of  A.  four-ninths  of  the  said  expences. 

The  county  of  B.  three-ninths  of  the  same. 

The  county  of  C.  two-ninths  of  the  same  [or  as  the  case 
may  be.~\ 

And  we  do  further  agree,  that  the  committee  of  visiting 
justices  to  superintend  the  building,  erection,  and  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  said  lunatic  asylum,  shall  consist  of  eighteen 
[or,  as  the  case  may  be~\  ;  whereof  the  justices  of  the  peace 
for  the  said  county  of  A.  shall  appoint  eight,  the  justices  of 
the  peace  for  the  county  of  B.  shall  appoint  six,  and  the 
justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  C.  shall  appoint  four: 
And  hereunto  we,  the  undersigned  justices  of  the  peace, 
being  the  major  part  of  each  of  the  said  committees  of  jus¬ 
tices  for  the  said  several  counties,  do,  on  the  part  and  behalf 
of  the  said  counties,  set  our  hands  and  seals,  this 
day  of  in  the  year 


SCHEDULE  (N  II.) 

Form  of  mortgage  and  charge  upon  the  county  rates  for 
securing  the  money  borrowed. 

WE  A.  B.  one  of  His  Majesty's  justices  of  the  peace  and 
chairman  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  for 

the 
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the  county,  &c.  of  [«s  the  case  shall  bc~\ 

holden  at  the'  day  of 

C.  D.  and  E.  F.  esquires,  two  other  of  His  Majesty’s 
justices  of  the  peace  acting  for  the  said  county,  fyc.  and 
assembled  in  the  said  court,  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  to 
us  given  by  an  act  passed  in  the  forty-eighth  year  of  the 
reign  of  His  Majesty  King  George  the  Third,  intituled, 
[&c.  here  insert  the  title  of  the  act~\  do  hereby  in  open  court 
mortgage  and  charge  all  the  rates  to  be  raised  within  the 
said  county,  [&c.  as  the  case  shall  he~\  under  the  description 
of  county  rates  by  the  laws  now  in  being,  with  the  payment 
of  the  sum  of  which  G.  H,  of 

hath  proposed  and  agreed  to  lend,  and  hath  now 
actually  advanced  and  paid  towards  defraying  the  expences 
of  purchasing  lands  for  building,  repairing,  [<Src.  as  the  case 
shall  be~\  the  lunatic  asylum  for  the  said  county,  [&c.  or 
the  united  counties  of,  &c.  as  the  case  may  be~\  and  we  do 
hereby  confirm  and  establish  the  same  unto  the  said  G.  H. 
his  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  for  securing  the 
repayment  of  the  said  sum  of  and 

interest  for  the  same,  after  the  rate  of  per  centum 

per  annum,  and  do  order  the  treasurer  for  such  county,  &c . 
or  other  person  [cs  the  case  shall  be ]  to  pay  the  interest  of 
the  said  sum  of  half-yearly,  as 

the  same  shall  become  due,  until  the  principal  shall  be  dis¬ 
charged,  pursuant  to  the  directions  of  the  said  act. 


[49  Geo.  III.  Cap. 68.] 


An  Act  to  explain  and  amend  the  Laxv  of  Bastardy ,  so 
far  as  relates  to  indemnifying  Parishes  in  respect 

[3^  June  *899.] 


thereof 


__  ..  $  '  y  f  *  C'  *  ■'  ^  it  > 

“  'fYTHEREAS  the  provisions  of  an  act  made  in.  the 
*  »  eighteenth  year  of  the  reign*  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
concerning  bastards  begotten  and  born  out  of  lawful  matri¬ 
mony,  are  found  to  be  inadequate  to  the  purposes  of  indem- 
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ftifying  parishes  against  the  charges  and  expences  incurred 
by  the  apprehending  and  securing  the  reputed  father,  and 
also  by  the  obtaining  the  order  of  filiation :  And  whereas 
it  is  expedient  that  such  charges  and  expences  should  be 
borne  and  discharged  by  the  adjudged  reputed  father  of  such 
bastard  child  or  children,  at  the  discretion  of  the  justices  by 
whom  such  adjudication  shall  be  made,  either  in  the  court 
of  quarter  sessions  or  otherwise,  not  exceeding  the  amount 
herein-after  mentioned;”  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the 
King’s  most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  com¬ 
mons,  in  this  present  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  every  person  who  shall  hereafter 
be  adjudged  to  be  the  reputed  father  of  any  bastard  child 
or  children,  shall  be  chargeable  with  and  liable  to  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  all  reasonable  charges  and  expences  incident  to  the 
birth  of  such  bastard  child  or  children,  and  also  to  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  reasonable  costs  of  apprehending  and  securing 
such  reputed  father,  and  also  to  the  payment  of  the  costs 
of  the  order  of  filiation,  such  costs  of  apprehending  and 
securing  the  reputed  father,  and  of  the  order  of  filiation, 
not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  ten  pounds ;  and  all  such  charges, 
expences,  and  costs,  shall  be  duly  and  respectively  ascer¬ 
tained  on  oath  before  the  justices  of  the  peace  or  the  court 
of  quarter  sessions  making  such  order  of  filiation,  which 
oath  such  justices  or  court  are  hereby  respectively  empowered 
to  administer. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  single  woman 
shall  declare  herself  to  be  with  child,  and  that  such  child  is 
likely  to  be  born  a  bastard  and  to  be  chargeable  to  any 
parish,  township,  or  extra-parochial  place,  and  shall,  in  an 
examination  to  be  taken  in  writing  upon  oath  before  any 
justice  of  the  peace  of  any  county,  riding,  division,  city, 
liberty  or  town  corporate  wherein  such  parish,  township, 
or  place  shall  lie,  charge  any  person  with  having  gotten  her 
with  child,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  and  for  such  justice,  upon 
application  made  to  him  by  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  such 
parish  or  township,  or  by  any  substantial  householder  of 
such  extra-parochial  place,  to  issue  out  his  warrant  for  the 
immediate  apprehending  of  such  person  so  charged  as  afore¬ 
said,  and  for  bringing  him  before  such  justice,  or  before  any 
other  justice  of  the  peace  of  such  county,  riding,  division, 
'  >  liberty, 
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liberty,  or  town  corporate ;  and  the  justice  before  whom 
such  person  shall  be  brought,  having  authority  in  this  be¬ 
half,  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  commit  the  person 
so  charged  as  aforesaid  to  the  common  gaol  or  house  of  cor¬ 
rection  of  such  county,  riding,  division,  liberty,  or  town 
corporate,  unless  he  shall  give  security  to  indemnify  such 
parish  or  place,  or  shall  enter  into  a  recognizance  with  suf¬ 
ficient  surety  or  sureties  upon  condition  to  appear  at  the 
next  general  quarter  sessions  or  general  sessions  of  the 
peace  to  be  holden  for  such  county,  riding,  division,  city, 
liberty,  or  town  corporate,  to  abide  and  perform  such  order 
or  orders  as  shall  then  be  made  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act 
of  the  eighteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth ,  un¬ 
less  one  such  justice  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  certified  in 
writing  under  his  hand  to  such  general  quarter  sessions  or 
general  sessions  of  the  peace,  that  it  had  been  proved  be¬ 
fore  him  upon  the  oath  of  one  credible  witness,  that  such 
single  woman  had  not  been  then  delivered,  or  had  been 
delivered  within  one  month  only  previous  to  the  day  on 
which  such  general  quarter  sessions  or  general  sessions  of 
the  peace  shall  be  holden,  or  unless  two  justices  of  the  peace 
of  such  county,  riding,  division,  city,  liberty,  or  town  cor¬ 
porate,  shall  have  certified  in  writing  under  their  hands  to 
the  next,  or  where  such  woman  shall  not  have  been  delivered 
as  aforesaid,  then  to  the  immediately  subsequent  general 
quarter  sessions  or  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  that  an 
order  of  filiation  had  been  already  made  on  the  person  so 
charged,  or  that  such  order  was  not  then  requisite  to  be 
made,  on  account  of  the  death  of  the  child  born  a  bastard, 
or  for  other  like  sufficient  reason;  in  each  of  which  cases 
firstly  before  mentioned,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  justices 
assembled  at  such  general  quarter  sessions  or  general  ses¬ 
sions  of  the  peace,  to  respite  such  recognizance  to  the  then 
next  general  quarter  sessions  or  general  sessions  of  the  peace 
to  be  holden  for  such  county,  riding,  division,  city,  or  town 
corporate,  without  requiring  the  personal  attendance  of  the 
putative  father  so  bound,  or  of  that  of  his  surety  or  sureties, 
and  in  either  of  the  said  two  last  mentioned  cases  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  justices  assembled  as  aforesaid  wholly  to  dis¬ 
charge  such  recognizance. 

“  III.  And  whereas  parishes  are  often  put  to  great  expence 
in  enforcing  the  performance  of  orders  of  maintenance  made 
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on  the  filiation  of  bastard  children;”  Be  it  therefore  further 
enacted,  That  if  any  reputed  father  or  any  mother  of  such 
bastard  child  or  children  on  whom  any  order  of  filiation  or 
maintenance  of  such  child  or  children,  shall  have  been  made  by 
the  court  of  quarter  sessions,  or  which  shall  have  been  made  by 
two  justices  of  the  peace  and  confirmed  by  the  court  of  quar¬ 
ter  sessions,  or  against  which  no  appeal  shall  have  been  made 
to  the  court  of  quarter  sessions,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to 
pay  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  which  he  or  she  shall  have 
been  ordered  to  pay  towards  the  maintenance  or  other 
sustentation  for  the  relief  of  any  such  bastard  child  or 
children  by  any  such  order,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  justice 
of  the  peace  of  the  county,  riding,  division,  city,  liberty  or 
town  corporate  in  which  such  reputed  father  or  such  mother 
shall  happen  to  be,  and  the  said  justice  is  hereby  required 
upon  complaint  made  to  him  by  any  one  of  the  overseers  of 
the  poor  of  any  parish,  township,  or  place  liable  to  the  main¬ 
tenance  or  support  of  such  bastard  child  or  children,  or 
where  such  bastard  child  or  children  shall  then  be,  and  upon 
proof  on  oath  of  such  order  for  the  payment  of  such  sum  or 
sums  of  money  being  unpaid,  and  of  a  demand  of  such  pay¬ 
ment  having  been  made,  and  a  refusal  to  pay  the  same,  or 
that  such  reputed  father  or  such  mother  hath  left  his  or  her 
usual  place  of  abode,  and  hath  avoided  a  demand  thereof 
being  made  by  such  overseer,  to  issue  his  warrant  to  appre¬ 
hend  such  reputed  father  or  such  mother,  and  to  bring  him 
or  her  before  such  justice  or  any  other  justice  of  the  peace  of 
the  same  county,  riding,  division,  city,  liberty,  or  town  cor¬ 
porate,  to  answer  such  complaint ;  and  if  such  reputed  fa¬ 
ther  or  such  mother  shall  not  pay  such  sum  or  sums  of  money 
as  shall  appear  to  the  said  justice  before  whom  such  reputed 
father  or  such  mother  shall  be  brought  to  be  due  and  un¬ 
paid,  or  shall  not  shew  to  such  justice  some  reasonable  and 
sufficient  cause  for  not  so  doing,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such 
justice,  and  the  said  justice  is  hereby  required  to  commit 
such  reputed  father  or  such  mother  to  the  publick  house  of 
correction  or  common  gaol  of  the  said  county,  to  be  there 
kept  to  hard  labour  for  the  space  of  three  months,  unless 
such  reputed  father  or  such  mother  shall,  before  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  the  said  three  months,  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid  to  one 
of  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish,  township,  or  place 
on  whose  behalf  such  complaint  as  aforesaid  was  made,  the 
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said  sum  or  sums  of  money  so  due  and  unpaid  as  aforesaid, 
and  so  from  time  to  time  and  as  often  as  such  reputed  father 
or  such  mother  shall  in  manner  aforesaid  neglect  or  refuse 
to  pay  any  other  sum  or  sums  of  money  that  shall  afterwards 
become  due  by  virtue  of  and  under  such  order  after  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  or  discharge  from  any  such  former  imprisonment 
as  aforesaid. 


'Sxpences 
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IV.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
such  charges,  expences,  and  costs  shall  be  wholly  subject  to 
the  discretion  of  the  justices  or  court  of  quarter  sessions  who 
shall  make  such  order  of  filiation ;  and  the  justices  or  court 
of  quarter  sessions  are  hereby  authorized,  if  they  shall  see  fit, 
to  allow  and  order  payment  of  the  whole  or  any  part  thereof : 
Provided  always,  that  the  costs  of  apprehending  and  se¬ 
curing  the  reputed  father,  and  of  the  order  of  filiation, 
shall  not  in  any  case  exceed  the  sum  of  io and  for  se¬ 
curing  the  due  payment  of  the  same,  after  such  allowance 
and  order  as  aforesaid,  all  and  every  the  powers,  authorities, 
provisions,  clauses,  matters,  and  things  contained  in  the  said 
act  passed  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth ,  concerning  bastards  begotten  and  born  out  of  law¬ 
ful  matrimony,  shall  be  respectively  observed,  used,  and 
practised  in  the  execution  of  this  act,  and  shall  be  construed, 
deemed,  and  taken  to  apply  as  fully  and  effectually,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  as  if  the  said  powers,  authorities,  pro¬ 
visions,  clauses,  matters,  and  things  were  specially  recited 
and  re-enacted  in  this  act. 
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V.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any 
person  or  persons  who  shall  think  himself,  herself,  or  them¬ 
selves  aggrieved  by  any  order  made  by  such  justices  as 
aforesaid  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  not  originat¬ 
ing  in  the  quarter  sessions,  may  appeal  to  the  next  ge¬ 
neral  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  to  be  holden  for  the 
county  where  such  order  shall  be  made,  on  giving  notice 
to  such  justices  or  to  one  of  them,  and  also  to  the  church¬ 
wardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  on  whose 
behalf  such  order  shall  have  been  made,  or  to  one  of  them, 
ten  clear  days  before  such  general  quarter  sessions  of  the 
peace  at  wrhich  such  appeal  shall  be  made,  of  his,  her,  or 
their  intention  of  bringing  such  appeal,  and  of  the  cause  and 
matter  thereof,  and  entering  into  a  recognizance  within  three 
days  after  such  notice  before  some  justice  of  the  peace  for 
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such  county,  with  sufficient  surety  conditioned  to  try  such 
appeal,  and  abide  the  judgment  and  order  of,  and  pay  such 
costs  as  shall  be  awarded  by  the  justices  at  such  quarter 
sessions,  which  said  justices  at  their  said  sessions,  upon  proof 
of  such  notice  being  given,  and  of  entering  inter  such  recog¬ 
nizance  as  aforesaid,  shall  and  they  are  hereby  required  to 
proceed  in,  hear,  and  determine  the  causes  and  matters  of 
all  such  appeals,  and  shall  give  such  relief  and  costs  to  the 
parties  appealing  or  appealed  against  as  they  in  their  discre¬ 
tion  shall  judge  proper ;  and  such  judgments  and  orders 
therein  made  shall  be  final,  binding,  and  conclusive  to  ail 
parties  concerned,  and  to  aii  intents  and  purposes  what¬ 
soever. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much  of  an  act 
passed  in  the  sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  His  late  Majesty 
King  George  the  Second,  intituled,  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
parishes  and  other  places  from  such  charges  as  may  arise 
from  bastard  children  born  'within  the  same ,  as  authorizes  the 
justice  or  justices  before  whom  the  reputed  father  of  a 
bastard  .child  shall  be  brought,  in  cases  where  the  woman 
has  not  been  delivered,  to  commit  such  reputed  father  to  the 
common  gaol  or  house  of  correction,  unless  he  shall  give  se¬ 
curity  to  indemnify  the  parish  or  place,  or  shall  enter  into  a 
recognizance  with  sufficient  surety  upon  condition  to  appear 
at  the  next  general  quarter  sessions  or  general  sessions  of 
the  peace,  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act,  no  appeal  in  any  case  relating  to  bastardy 
shall  be  brought,  . received,  or  heard  at  the  said  quarter  ses¬ 
sions,  unless  such  notice  shall  have  been  given,  and  such 
recognizance  shall  have  been  entered  into  in  manner  afore¬ 
said,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  shall 

commence  and  take  effect  on  the  twentieth  day  cf  July 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine,  and  not 
before.  ifor 
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An  Act  for  altering ,  amending  and  explaining  certain  Acts 
relative  to  the  Removal  of  the  Poor,  and  fen '  making 
Regulations  in  certain  Cases  touching  the  Examination 
of  Paupers  as  to  their  Settlement ;  pud  for  extending  to 
all  Parishes  certain  Rules  and  Orders  in  Workhouses , 
under  an  Act  of  the  Tvoenty-second  Year  of  Mis  present 
Majesty ,  intituled ,  An  Act  for  the  better  Relief  and 
Employment  of  the  Poor.  [20 th  June  1809.] 


WHEREAS,  by  an  Act  passed  in  the  thirty -fifth  year 
of  the  reign  of  His  present  Majesty,  intituled,  An 
act  to  prevent  the  removal  of  poor  persons  until  they  shall  be¬ 
come  actually  chargeable ,  it  is  amongst  other  things  enacted, 
that  in  case  any  poor  person  shall  be  brought  before  any 
justice  or  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  purpose  of  being  re¬ 
moved  from  the  place  where  he  or  she  is  inhabiting  or  sojourn¬ 
ing,  by  virtue  of  any  order  of  removal,  or  of  being  passed  by 
virtue  of  any  vagrant  pass,  and  it  shall  appear  to  the  said  jus¬ 
tice  or  justices  that  such  poor  person  is  unable  to  travel  by 
reason  of  sickness  or  other  infirmity,  or  that  it  would  be  dan¬ 
gerous  for  him  or  her  so  to  do,  the  justice  or  justices  making 
such  order  of  removal  or  granting  such  vagrant  pass,  are  re¬ 
quired  and  authorised  to  suspend  the  execution  of  the  same 
until  they  are  satisfied  that  it  may  safely  be  executed  without 
danger  to  any  person  who  is  the  subject  thereof,  and  that  the 
charges  proved  upon  oath  to  have  been  incurred  by  such  sus¬ 
pension  of  any  order  of  removal  may  by  the  said  justices  be 
directed  to  be  paid  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the 
parish  or  place  to  which  such  poor  person  is  ordered  to  be 
removed,  in  case  any  removal  shall  take  place,  or  in  case  of 
the  death  of  such  poor  person  before  the  execution  of  such 
order :  and  by  the  same  act  it  is  further  enacted,  that  in 
case  of  an  appeal  against  any  order  for  the  payment  of  such 
charges,  if  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  shall  be  of  opinion 
that  the  sum  so  awarded  be  more  than  of  right  ought  to  have 
been  directed  to  be  paid,  such  court  may  and  is  thereby  di¬ 
rected  to  strike  out  the  sum  contained  in  the  said  order,  and 
insert  the  sum  which  in  the  judgment  of  such  court  ought 

to  be  paid ;  and  in  every  such  case  the  court  of  quarter  ses¬ 
sions 
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sions  shall  direct  that  the  said  order  so  amended  shall  be  car¬ 
ried  into  execution  by  the  said  justices  by  whom  the  order 
was  originally  made,  or  either  of  them,  or  in  case  of  the  death 
of  either  of  them,  by  such  other  justice  or  justices  as  the 
court  shall  direct :  And  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  the 
power  of  putting  an  end  to  the  suspensions  of  any  such  order 
of  removal  or  pass,  and  of  executing  the  several  or  other 
authorities  aforesaid,  should  not  be  confined  to  the  order  of 
the  justice  or  justices  making  such  order  or  pass May  it 
therefore  please  Your  Majesty  that  it  may  be  enacted,  and 
be  it  enacted  by  the  King’s  most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  tempo¬ 
ral,  and  commons,  in  this  present  parliament  assembled,  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That,  from  and  after  the  pass¬ 
ing  of  this  act,  in  all  cases  wherever  the  execution  of  any 
order  of  removal  or  of  any  vagrant-pass  shall  be  hereafter 
suspended  by  virtue  of  the  said  recited  act,  it  shall  be  law¬ 
ful  for  any  other  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county 
or  other  jurisdiction  within  which  such  removal  or  pass  shall 
be  made,  to  direct  and  order  that  the  same  shall  be  executed, 
and  to  direct  the  charges  to  be  incurred  as  aforesaid  to  be 
paid,  and  to  carry  into  execution  any  such  amended  orders 
as  aforesaid,  as  fully  and  effectually  to  all  intents  and  pur¬ 
poses  as  the  said  respective  powers  and  authorities  can  or  may 
be  executed  by  the  said  justices  who  shall  make  any  such 
order  of  removal,  or  by  the  justice  who  shall  grant  any  such 
pass  as  aforesaid. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when  the  execution  of 
any  such  order  of  removal  shall  be  suspended,  the  time  of 
appealing  against  such  order  shall  be  computed  according 
to  the  rules  which  govern  other  like  cases  from  the  time  of 
serving  such  order,  and  not  from  the  time  of  making  such 
removal  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  same. 

III.  And,  in  order  to  avoid  any  pretence  for  forcibly  sepa¬ 
rating  husband  and  wife,  or  other  persons  nearly  connected 
with  or  related  to  each  other,  and  who  are  living  together  as 
one  family  at  the  time  of  any  order  of  removal  made  or  va¬ 
grant-pass  granted,  during  the  dangerous  sickness  or  other 
infirmity  of  any  one  or  more  of  such  family,  on  whose  ac¬ 
count  the  execution  of  such  order  of  removal  or  vagrant-pass 
is  suspended ;  be  it  further  enacted  and  declared,  That  where 
any  order  of  removal  or  vagrant-pass  shall  be  suspended  by 
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virtue  of  this  or  of  the  said  recited  act,  on  account  of  the 
dangerous  sickness  or  other  infirmity  of  any  person  or  per¬ 
sons  thereby  directed  to  be  removed  or  passed,  the  execution 
of  such  order  of  removal  or  vagrant-pass  shall  also  be  sus¬ 
pended  for  the  same  period  with  respect  to  every  other  per¬ 
son  named  therein,  who  was  actually  of  the  same  household 
or  family  of  such  sick  or  infirm  person  or  persons  at  the  time 
of  such  order  of  removal  made  or  vagrant-pass  granted. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever  it  shall  hap¬ 
pen  that  any  pauper  is  by  age,  illness,  or  infirmity  unable  to 
be  brought  up  to  the  petty  sessions  to  be  examined  as  to  his 
or  her  settlement,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  one  magistrate 
acting  for  the  district  where  such  pauper  shall  be,  to  take 
the  examination  of  the  said  pauper,  and  to  report  the  same 
to  any  other  magistrate  or  magistrates  acting  for  the  said 
district,  and  for  the  said  magistrates  upon  such  report  to  ad¬ 
judge  the  settlement  of  the  said  pauper,  and  make  and  sus¬ 
pend  the  order  of  removal,  as  fully  and  effectually  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  as  if  the  said  pauper  had  appeared  before  two 
magistrates. 

V.  And  whereas,  by  an  act  passed  in  the  twenty-second 
year  of  the  reign  of  His  present  Majesty,  intituled,  An  act 
for  the  better  relief  and  employment  of  the  poor  ;  certain  rules, 

orders,  bye-laws,  and  regulations  are  appointed  to  be  observed 
and  enforced  in  every  poor  house  established  under  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  said  act :  And  whereas  it  is  expedient  that 
such  rules,  orders,  bye-laws,  and  regulations  should  be  ex¬ 
tended  to  poor  houses  and  workhouses  established  in  other 
parishes,  it  is  hereby  enacted  than  any  two  or  more  of  His 
Majesty’s  justices  of  the  peace,  may,  at  any  petty  sessions 
direct  such  rules,  orders,  bye-laws,  and  regulations,  or  any 
of  them,  to  be  observed  and  executed  in  any  parishes  within 
their  respective  divisions  or  districts,  as  fully  as  in  those  in* 
corporated  by  the  said  act. 
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An  Act  to  amend  the  Laws  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor ,  so 
far  as  relate  to  the  examining  and  allowing  the  Accounts 
of  Churchwardens  and  Overseers  by  Justices  of  the  Peace . 

\_yth  June  1810.] 


u  TTTHEREAS  by  an  act  made  in  the  forty-third  year  of  43  Elh* c*** 
*  *  the  reign  of  Her  late  Majesty  Queen  Elizabeth ,  in¬ 
tituled,  An  act for  the  relief  of  the  poor ,  it  is  enacted,  that 
churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  every  parish  shall 
within  four  days  after  their  year,  and  after  other  overseers 
nominated,  make  and  yield  up  to  two  justices  of  the  peace  a 
true  and  perfect  account  of  all  sums  of  money  by  them  re¬ 
ceived,  or  rated  and  sessed  and  not  received,  and  of  all  other 
things  concerning  their  said  office  :  And  whereas  by  an  act  17  G  If. 
made  in  the  seventeenth  year  of  His  late  Majesty  King  George  c* 
the  Second,  for  remedying  some  defects  in  the  said  recited 
act  made  in  the  forty-third  year  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Eli- 
zabethy  it  is  enacted,  that  the  churchwardens  and  overseers 
of  the  poor  shall  yearly  and  every  year,  within  fourteen  days 
after  other  overseers  shall  be  nominated  and  appointed  to 
succeed  ftlgm,  deliver  m  to  sucn~su<l^feding  overseers,  a  just, 
true7 inT^itrFfect  account  in  writing  under  the  hapds  yf  the 
churcliVardens  and  overseers  directetTto  account,  of  all  sums 
of  money  by  them  received  or  rated  anthaSs^ed^lld  notTre- 
ceivedT^nd  of  allother  things’ concerningtheirsaTd^ffice ;  which 
said  account  shall  be  verinecPby  oath,  or  l>y  the  affirmation 
of  persons  called  Quakers ,  before  one  or  more  of  His  Ma¬ 
jesty’s  justices  of  the  peace,  which  said  oath  or  affirmation 
such  justice  or  justices  is  and  are  by  the  said  act  authorized 
and  required  to  administer,  and  to  sign  and  attest  the  cap¬ 
tion  of  the  same  at  the  foot  of  the  said  account :  And  where¬ 
as  it  is  expedient  that  two-  or  more  justices  should  be  em¬ 
powered  to  examine  and  correct  and  to  allow  and  approve 
every  such  account  before  the  same  shall  be  signed  and  at¬ 
tested  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  King’s  most  excel¬ 
lent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  lords 
spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  present  par¬ 
ty  g]  liament 
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Accounts  of  liament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That 

wardens  and  *n  a^  cases  where  any  such  account  is  required  to  be  made 
overseers  of  and  yielded,  and  to  be  signed  and  attested  as  aforesaid  by 
Le^ubmit-0  v*r^ue  of  the  said  last  recited  act,  every  such  account  shall 
ted  by  them  be  submitted  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  to  two  or 
more °i us-  more  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  dwelling  in  or  near 
tlie  parish  ol'  [JlUlt"  LU  Vvhicn  suen  ^account  shall  relate,  at  a 
special  sessions  for  that  purpose  to  be  holden  within  the 
fourteen  days  appointed  by  the  said  last  recited  act  for  deli- 
veHng'm^Trrfrtt^cbunt ;  ana  such  justices  shall  aiuTthey" are 
hereby’auLllUl'l^ea  and  empowered,  if  they  shall  so  think  fit,  to 
examine  into  the  matter  of  every  such  account,  and  to  admi¬ 
nister  an  oath  or  affirmation  to  such  churchwardens  and  over¬ 
seers  of  the  truth  of  such  account,  and  to  disallow  and  strike 
out  of  every  such  account  all  such  charges  and  payments  as 
they  shall  deem  to  be  unfounded,  and  to  reduce  such  as  they 
shall  deem  to  be  exorbitant,  specifying  upon  or  at  the  foot 
of  such  account  every  such  charge  or  payment  and  its 
amount,  so  far  as  such  justices  shall  disallow  or  reduce  the 
same,  and  the  cause  for  which  the  same  was  disallowed  or 
reduced  ;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  two  or  more  justices 
and  they  are  hereby  required  to  signify  their  allowance  and 
approbation  of  any  such  account  under  their  hands,  and  to 
sign  and  attest  the  caption  of  the  same  at  the  foot  of  such 
account,  in  manner  directed  by  the  said  last  recited  act : 
Penalty  for  And  in  case  such  churchwardens  and  overseers,  or  any  of 
neglect, &c.  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  make  and  yield  up  or  to  sub¬ 

mit  such  account,  or  to  verify  the  same  by  oath  as  aforesaid, 
or  to  deliver  over  to  their  successors  within  ten  days  from 
the  signing  and  attesting  such  accounts,  any  goods, “chattels. 


or  other  things,  which  on  the  examination  and  allowance  of 
such  account  in  manner  aforesaid  shall  appear  to  be  remain¬ 
ing  in  the  hands  of  such  churchwardens  or  overseers,  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  any  two  or  more  justices  of  the  peace 
to  commit  him,  her,  or  them,  to  the  common  gaol,  until  he, 
she,  or  they  shall  have  made  and  yielded  such  account,  and 
verified  the  same  as  aforesaid,  or  shall  have  delivered  over 
such  goods,  chattels,  and  other  things  which  shall  appear  to 
be  so  remaining  in  his,  her,  or  their  hands  as  aforesaid;  and 
in  case  such  churchwardens  and  overseers,  or  any  of  them, 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to 'pay  to  their  successors  within  four- 
teen  days  from  the  signing  and  attesting  such  account,  any 


of  Churchwardens ,  fyc.  to  Justices. 

sum  or  sums  of  money  or  angaxages  which  on  the  examina¬ 
tion  and  allowance  of  such  account  m  manner  aforesaid,  shall 
appear  or  be'Touncr  to  be  due  and  owing  from  such  church¬ 
wardens  or  overseers,  or  any  of  them,  or  remaining  in  their 
hands,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  subsequent  church¬ 
wardens  and  overseers  by  warrant  from  any  two  or  more  jus¬ 
tices  of  the  peace,  to  levy  all  such  sum  and  sums  of  money 
by  distress  and  sale  of  the  offenders  goods,  rendering  to  the 
parties  the  overplus,  and  in  default  of  such  distress,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  any  such  two  justices  of  the  peace,  to  commit  the 
offender  or  offenders  to  the  common  gaol  of  the  county,  there 
to  remain  without  bail  or  mainprize,  until  payment  of  such 
sum  or  sums  of  money  or  arrearages  as  aforesaid. 

II.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  if  such  church- 
w'ardens  or  overseers,  or  any  of  them,  shall  feel  themselves, 
himself,  or  herself  aggrieved  by  the  disallowance  or  reduc¬ 
tion  of  any  such  charges  or  payments,  and  be  desirous  of  ap¬ 
pealing  against  any  order  in  that  respect,  made  by  any  such 
two  or  more  justices  of  the  peace,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  him,  her,  or  them,  to  enter  an  appeal  against  such  order, 
at  the  next  general  or  quarter  sessions  to  be  holden  next 
after  the  tenth  day  from  the  making  of  such  order,  he,  she, 
or  they  having  first  paid  or  delivered  over  to  the  succeeding 
churchwardens  and  overseers,  such  sum  and  sums  of  money, 
.goods,  chattels,  and  other  things,  as  on  the  face  of  the  ac¬ 
count  which  shall  have  been  submitted  by  him,  her,  or  them 
to  such  two  or  more  justices  in  manner  aforesaid,  shall  appear 
and  be  admitted  to  be  due  and  owing  from  him,  her,  or 

them,  or  remaining  in  his,  her,  or  their  hands,  and  having 

•  *  - 

also  entered  into  a  recognizance  before  one  or  more  such  jus¬ 
tice  or  justices,  with  two  sufficient  securities  to  be  approved 
of  by  such  justice  or  justices  before  whom  such  recognizance 
shall  be  acknowledged,  in  not  less  than  double  the  sum  or 
value  in  dispute,  to  enter  such  appeal  at  such  next  general 
or  quarter  sessions,  and  abide  by  such  order  as  shall  at  that 
or  any  subsequent  sessions  be  made  on  such  appeal ;  and  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  justices  of  the  peace  assem¬ 
bled  at  such  general  or  quarter  sessions,  on  proof  of  the  mat¬ 
ters  aforesaid,  and  on  the  production  of  such  recognizance 
and  proof  of  the  same  having  been  duly  entered  into,  to  ad¬ 
journ  such  appeal  if  they  shall  see  occasion,  or  to  hear  the 
same,  and  to  examine  into  and  to  confirm  or  reverse  such 

[y  4]  d>s- 
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disallowance  or  reduction  in  the  whole  or  in  part,  as  to  such 
justices  at  such  sessions  shall  seem  just ;  and  in  any  such 
case,  the  said  justices  at  such  sessions  may  (if  they  shall 
think  lit)  make  an  order  that  such  churchwardens  and  over¬ 
seers  shall  have  the  costs  by  them  incurred  upon  any  such 
appeal  defrayed  out  of  the  poor  rates  of  the  parish  or  place ; 
and  the  order  of  the  general  quarter  sessions  in  execution  of 
the  powers  given  to  them  by  this  act  shall  be  binding  on  ail 
parties. 

III.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  take  away  or  be  construed  to  take 
away  any  power  of  appeal  against  any  such  account,  by  any 
other  person  entitled  to  appeal  against  the  same  by  virtue  of 
the  said  recited  acts  or  either  of  them. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  mayor,  bailiff, 
or  other  head  officer  of  every  town  and  place  corporate  and 
city  in  Great  Britain ,  or  any  two  magistrates  of  such  town  or 
place  corporate  or  city,  being  justice  or  justices  of  peace  re¬ 
spectively,  shall  have  the  same  authority  by  virtue  of  this  act 
within  the  limits  and  precincts  of  their  jurisdictions  as  is  by 
this  act  limited,  prescribed,  or  appointed  to  justices  of  the 
peace  of  the  county,  or  any  two  or  more  of  them,  for  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  this  act ;  subject  nevertheless  to  an  appeal  to  the 
general  or  quarter  sessions  in  every  such  town  or  place  cor¬ 
porate,  or  city  respectively  as  aforesaid ;  Provided  always, 
that  in  any  town  or  place  corporate,  or  city,  where  there  are 
not  four  justices  of  the  peace,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
any  person  or  persons  where  an  appeal  is  given  by  this  act,  to 
appeal,  if  he  or  they  shall  think  fit,  to  the  next  general  or 
quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  county,  riding,  or  divi¬ 
sion  wherein  such  town  or  place  corporate  or  city  is  situate. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  certiorari  shall  be 


\>f  quartei-  granted  to  remove  any  order  or  proceeding  of  any  general 
sessions  final.  .  »  .  .  fe,  ' y  , 

or  quarter  sessions  or  of  any  justices,  made  or  had  under 

this  act,  into  any  superior  court  of  record ;  but  that  all 
orders  and  proceedings  of  such  sessions  and  all  orders  and 
proceedings  of  such  justices  (subject  to  such  appeal  as  afore¬ 
said)  under  this  act,  shall  be  final  and  conclusive  to  all 
intents  and  purposes. 

Not  to  ex-  VI.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  nothing  in  this 

tend  to  act  contained  shall  extend  or  apply,  or  be  construed  to  ex- 
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wardens, &c.  tend  to  apply  to  the  accounts  of  any  churchwarden  or  over¬ 
seer 


of  Churchwardens,  Sfc.  to  Justices , 

seer  of  the  poor  in  any  parish  or  place  where  by  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  any  act  or  acts  relating  to  the  poor  of  such  parish 
or  place,  or  by  the  construction  of  any  such  act  or  acts, 
such  churchwardens  and  overseers  are  exempted  from  the 
rendering  the  accounts  required  by  the  hereinbefore  recited 
acts  of  the  forty-third  year  of  the  reign  of  Her  late  Majesty 
Queen  Elizabeth ,  and  of  the  seventeenth  year  of  the  reign  of 
His  late  Majesty  King  George  the  Second,  or  either  of  them ; 
any  thing  hereinbefore  contained  to  the  contrary  notwith¬ 
standing  :  Provided  also,  that  nothing  in  this  act  contained 
shall  extend  or  be  construed  to  extend  to  the  city  of  London . 

VII.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  nothing  in 
this  act  contained  shall  alter  or  repeal  any  of  the  provisions 
or  regulations  contained  in  the  said  recited  acts  of  the  forty- 
third  year  of  the  reign  of  Her  late  Majesty  Queen  Elizabeth , 
and  of  the  seventeenth  year  of  the  reign  of  His  late  Majesty 
King  George  the  Second,  or  either  of  them,  other  than  and 
except  only  such  provisions  or  regulations  as  are  expressly 
mentioned  in  this  act,  and  so  far  as  the  same  are  expressly 
amended  or  altered  by  this  act. 


[50  Geo.  III.  c.50.] 

An  Act  to  explain  and  amend  an  act  made  in  the  last 
Session  of  Parliament ,  relating  to  the  Relief  and  Em¬ 
ployment  of  the  Poor ,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  more 
effectual  carrying  the  same  into  Execution ;  and  to 
extend  the  Provisions  thereof  to  Parishes  which  shall 
not  have  adopted  the  Provisions  of  an  Act  of  the 
Twenty-second  Year  of  His  present  Majesty ,  for  the 
better  Relief  and  Employment  oj  the  Poor . 

\j)th  June  1810.] 

“  TTTHEREAS  an  act  was  passed  in  the  twenty-second 
VV  year  of  the  reign  of  His  present  Majesty,  intituled, 
An  act  for  the  better  relief  and  employment  of  the  poor , 
whereby  certain  rules,  orders,  and  regulations  speqif  ed  and 
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50  Geo.  III.  c.  50.  Justices  may  direct 

contained  in  the  schedule  to  the  said  act  annexed,  are 
directed  to  be  observed  and  enforced  at  every  poor-house  to 
be  provided  by  virtue  of  that  act,  with  such  additions  as 
should  be  made  by  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  limit 
wherein  such  house  or  houses  should  be  situate,  at  some 
special  session ;  provided  such  additions  should  not  be  con¬ 
tradictory  to  the  rules,  orders,  and  regulations  established 
by  that  act ;  and  provided  that  the  same  should  not  be  re¬ 
pealed  by  the  justices  at  their  general  quarter  sessions  of  the 
peace :  And  whereas  another  act  was  passed  in  the  forty- 
ninth  year  of  the  reign  of  His  present  Majesty,  intituled. 
An  act  for  altering ,  amending ,  and  explaining  certain  acts 
relative  to  the  removal  of  the  poor ,  and  for  making  regulations 
in  certain  cases  touching  the  examination  of  paupers  as  to  their 
settlements  ;  and  for  extending  to  all  parishes  certain  rides 
and  orders  in  workhouses ,  under  an  act  (f  the  Twenty-second 
year  of  His  present  Majesty ,  intituled ,  4  An  act  for  the  better 
relief  and  employment  of  the  poor ;  whereby  any  two  or 
more  of  His  Majesty’s  justices  of  the  peace  are  authorized, 
at  any  petty  sessions,  to  direct  such  rules,  orders,  and  re¬ 
gulations,  or  any  of  them,  to  be  observed  and  executed  in 
any  parishes  within  their  respective  divisions  or  districts : 
And  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  the  benefit  of  such  regula¬ 
tions  as  are  provided  and  authorized  to  be  made  by  the  said 
recited  act  of  the  twenty-second  year  of  His  present  Majesty, 
for  the  government  of  poor-houses  and  workhouses,  should 
be  extended  to  parishes  which  shall  not  have  adopted  the 
provisions  of  the  said  acts May  it  therefore  please  Your 
Majesty  that  it  may  be  enacted ;  and  be  it  enacted  by  the 
King’s  most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons, 
in  this  present  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same,  That  any  two  or  more  of  His  Majesty’s  justices 
of  the  peace,  within  their  respective  limits,  may  at  any 
special  session  direct  the  rules,  orders,  and  regulations,  in 
the  schedule  to  the  said  act  of  the  twenty-second  year  of 
His  Majesty’s  reign  specified  and  contained,  or  any  of  them, 
with  such  additions  as  shall  be  made  by  such  justices,  to  be 
observed  and  enforced  in  the  workhouses  or  poor-houses,  or 
any  houses  set  apart  for  that  purpose,  although  there  should 
be  no  master  or  mistress  to  superintend  the  same,  of  any 
parish  or’place  within  their  respective  divisions  or  districts, 

as 
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as  fully  and  effectually  as  the  rules  and  orders  by  the  said  act  superintend ; 
of  the  twenty -second  year  of  His  Majesty’s  reign  established,  alter™  eh 
are  to  be  observed  and  enforced  within  the  parishes  adopting  regulations, 
the  provisions  of  the  same  act;  and  that  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  two  or  more  such  justices,  in  any  special  session  from 
time  to  time  as  they  shall  see  occasion,  to  add  to  and  alter 
the  rules,  orders,  and  regulations  which  shall  at  any  pre¬ 
vious  special  sessions  have  been  made  and  ordered  to  be 
observed,  provided  that  no  addition  or  alteration  to  be  made 
by  such  justices  shall  be  contradictory  to  the  rules,  orders, 
and  regulations  established  by  the  said  act  of  the  twenty- 
second  year  of  His  Majesty’s  reign,  and  provided  that  the 
same  shall  not  be  repealed  by  the  justices  at  their  quarter 
session  of  the  peace ;  and  for  enforcing  and  carrying  into 
execution  such  rules,  orders,  and  regulations  in  every  parish 
and  place  where  the  same  shall  be  established  by  virtue  of 
this  act,  every  justice  of  the  peace  shall  for  that  purpose 
have  the  powers  by  the  said  act  of  the  twenty-second  year 
of  His  Majesty’s  reign  vested  in  visitors  of  the  poor ;  and 
all  churchwardens  and  overseers,  within  their  respective 
parishes  and  townships,  shall  have  and  exercise  the  powers, 
and  shall  perform  the  duties  by  the  same  act  vested  in  and 
imposed  upon  governors  of  the  poor. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  persons  contracting  Contractor* 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  of  any  parish  or  place  shall,  for^he  ~ 
with  respect  to  all  such  things  as  they  shall  contract  to  per-  poor  shall  he 
form  and  provide  for  the  poor,  be  subject  to  the  jurisdiction 
and  orders  of  justices  of  the  peace  in  like  manner  in  all  tion  of  the 

respects  as  overseers  of  the  poor  are  subject  thereto  ;  and  JLlsrices 

1  in  ,  .  .  overseers  ot 

that  every  order  ot  any  such  justice  to  or  upon  any  person  ti,e  p0or# 

so  contracting,  may  be  enforced  and  carried  into  execution 
by  such  means  as  the  same  might  have  been  enforced  and 
carried  into  execution  against  any  overseer  of  the  poor ; 
and  that  every  person  so  contracting  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  poor,  who  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  obey  any  such 
order,  shall  be  punishable  by  the  like  forfeitures  and  penal¬ 
ties,  to  be  levied  in  the  same  manner  as  in  cases  of  disobe¬ 
dience  or  neglect  of  the  orders  of  justices  by  overseers  of 
the  poor. 

III.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  Justices ni,iy 

shall  be  lawful  for  the  justices  in  any  such  special  session  as  ?PP01nt  li?e 

•  ,  ikCcpcr  ox 
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aforesaid,  upon  the  application  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor 
of  any  parish  or  place,  or  of  the  major  part  of  them,  to 
appoint  the  keeper  of  the  workhouse  of  any  such  parish  on 
place  to  be  the  governor  thereof,  and  the  keeper  so  appointed; 
so  long  as  he  shall  continue  keeper  of  such  workhouse  until 
the  justices  in  any  such  special  session  shall  revoke  such  ap¬ 
pointment  (which  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  do)  shall 
have,  use,  and  exercise  the  powers,  and  perform  the  duties 
by  the  said  act  of  the  twenty-second  year  of  His  Majesty’s 
reign,  vested  in  and  imposed  upon  governors  of  the  poor. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  who 
shall  be  sent  to  any  poor-house  or  workhouse  shall  embezzle, 
or  wilfully  waste,  spoil,  or  damage  any  of  the  clothing, 
goods,  or  materials  committed  to  his  or  her  care,  or  shall 
take  or  carry  away,  without  permission  of  the  overseer  of 
the  poor  or  keeper  of  the  said  workhouse,  any  clothing, 
goods,  or  materials  provided  for  the  use  of  such  poor-house, 
or  of  any  of  the  poor  therein,  complaint  thereof  may  be 
made  upon  oath  to  one  or  more  justices  of  the  peace  acting 
for  the  district  or  division  in  which  such  parish  shall  be 
situate  ;  and  such  justices  are  hereby  authorized  to  hear 
such  complaint,  and  upon  conviction  to  commit  the  offender 
to  the  house  of  correction,  there  to  be  kept  to  hard  labour 
for  any  time  not  exceeding  two  calendar  months,  nor  less 
than  seven  days. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  breach  of  the 
rules  and  orders  to  be  put  in  force  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall 
be  punished  in  such  manner  as  is  by  the  said  act  directed 
for  the  breach  of  the  rules  and  orders  to  be  enforced  under 
the  before-recited  act  of  the  twenty-second  year  of  His 
present  Majesty,  chapter  eighty- three. 


[50  Geo.  III.  Cap.  51.] 

An  Acl  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  ASt,  passed  in  the  Seventh 
Year  of  Kmg  James  the  First ,  as  relates  to  the  Punish¬ 
ment  of  Women  delivered  of  Bastard  Children ;  and  to 
make  other  Provisions  in  lieu  thereof.  \j)th  J une  1 8 1  o.] 

“  'XJL  J  HERE  AS  an  act  was  passed  in  the  seventh  year  of 
»  V  the  reign  of  His  late  Majesty  King  James  the  First, 

intituled, 


Women  delivered  of  Bastard  Children, 

intituled,  An  act  for  the  due  execution  of  divers  lam  and 
statutes  heretofore  made  against  rogues ,  vagabonds ,  and  sturdy 
beggars,  and  other  lexvd  and  idle  persons :  And  whereas,  it  is 
among  other  things  directed  and  enacted,  that  every  lewd 
woman  who  after  the  then  present  session  of  parliament 
should  have  any  bastard  which  might  be  chargeable  to  the 
parish,  should  be  committed  to  the  house  of  correction,  there 
to  be  punished  and  set  on  work  during  the  term  of  one  whole 
year ;  and  that  if  such  woman  should  offend  again  in  like  man¬ 
ner,  she  should  be  committed  to  the  house  of  correction,  there 
to  remain  until  she  should  put  in  good  securities  not  to  offend 
so  again :  And  whereas  the  punishment  aforesaid,  if  rigor¬ 
ously  inflicted,  might  be  too  severe,  and  might  subject  the 
offender  to  imprisonment  for  life  May  it  therefore  please 
Your  Majesty  that  it  may  be  enacted  ;  and  be  it  enacted  by 
the  King’s  most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  com¬ 
mons,  in  this  present  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  same,  That  so  much  of  the  said  recited  act 
passed  in  the  seventh  year  of  His  late  Majesty  King  Ja?nes 
the  First,  as  relates  to  the  commitment  of  women  to  the  house 
of  correction,  there  to  be  punished  and  set  on  work  for  hav¬ 
ing  bastard  children  who  may  be  chargeable  to  the  parish, 
shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act,  in  cases  when  a  woman  shall  have  a  bas¬ 
tard  child  which  may  be  chargeable  to  the  parish,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  any  two  justices  of  the  peace  before  whom  such 
woman  shall  be  brought,  and  they  shall  or  may,  at  their  dis¬ 
cretion,  commit  such  woman  to  the  house  of  correction  for 

(  the  district  or  place,  and  there  to  be  set  on  work  for  any  time 
not  exceeding  twelve  calendar  months  nor  less  than  six 
i  weeks. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 

(any  two  justices  of  the  peace,  at  any  petty  session  for  the 
division  wherein  the  parish  to  which  such  bastard  child  may 
|  be  chargeable  is  situate,  upon  their  own  knowledge  or  a  cer¬ 
tificate,  duly  authenticated  from  the  keeper  of  such  house  of 
correction,  in  which  such  woman  shall  have  been  confined 
1  for  any  space  not  less  than  six  weeks,  of  the  good  behaviour 
of  such  woman  during  such  her  confinement,  and  of  the  rea¬ 
sonable  expectation  of  her  reformation,  by  warrant  under 
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their  hands  and  seals,  to  order  such  woman  to  be  immediately 
(or  at  the  time  to  be  appointed  in  such  warrant)  discharged 
and  released  from  further  confinement. 

IV.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no¬ 
thing  in  this  act  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to 
extend  to  authorize  any  justices  of  the  peace  to  commit  any 
such  woman  to  the  house  of  correction,  until  she  shall  have 
been  delivered  for  the  space  of  one  calendar  month. 


[50  Geo.  III.  Cap.  52.] 

An  Act  to  amend  so  much  of  an  Act ,  passed  in  the  Eighth 
and  Ninth  Year  of  King  William  the  'Third ,  as  re¬ 
quires  poor  Persons  receiving  Alms  to  wear  Badges. 

\_9tJ1  June  1810.J 

“  T  IT  7  HERE  AS  by  an  act  passed  in  the  eighth  and  ninth 
VV  year  of  the  reign  of  His  late  Majesty  King  William 
the  Third,  intituled,  An  act  for  supplying  some  defects  in  the  laws 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  this  kingdom ,  it  is  enacted,  that 
every  such  person  as,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  Sep¬ 
tember  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  shall  be 
upon  the  collection  and  receive  relief  of  any  parish  or  place, 
and  the  wife  and  children  of  any  such  person  cohabiting  in  the 
same  house  (such  child  only  excepted  as  shall  be  by  the  church¬ 
wardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  permitted  to  live  at  home 
in  order  to  have  the  care  of  and  attend  an  impotent  and  help¬ 
less  parent),  shall  upon  the  shoulder  of  the  right  sleeve  of  the 
uppermost  garment  of  every  such  person,  in  an  open  and 
visible  manner,  wear  such  badge  or  mark  as  is  hereinafter 
mentioned  and  expressed ;  that  is  to  say,  a  large  roman  P 
together  with  the  first  letter  of  the  name  of  the  parish  or 
place  whereof  such  poor  person  is  an  inhabitant,  cut  either 
in  red  or  blue  cloth,  as  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers 
of  the  poor  it  shall  be  directed  and  appointed  ;  and  if  any 
such  poor  person  shall  at  any  time  neglect  or  refuse  to  wear 
such  a  badge,  or  mark  as  aforesaid,  and  in  manner  as  afore¬ 
said,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  justice  of  the  peace  of 
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the  county,  city,  liberty,  or  town  corporate,  where  any  such 
offence  shall  be  committed,  upon  complaint  to  him  for  that 
purpose  to  be  made,  to  punish  every  such  offender  for  every 
such  offence,  either  by  ordering  of  his  or  her  relief  or  usual 
allowance  on  the  collection  to  be  abridged,  suspended  or 
withdrawn,  or  otherwise  by  committing  of  any  such  offender 
to  the  house  of  correction,  there  to  be  whipt  and  kept  to  hard 
labour  for  any  number  of  days  not  exceeding  one  and  twenty, 
as  to  the  said  justice  in  his  discretion  it  shall  seem  most 
meet ;  and  if  any  such  churchwarden  or  overseer  of  the  poor, 
from  and  after  the  said  first  day  of  September ,  shall  relieve  any 
such  poor  person  not  having  and  wearing  such  badge  or 
mark  as  aforesaid,  being  thereof  convicted  upon  the  oath  of 
one  or  more  credible  witness  or  witnesses  before  any  justice 
of  the  peace  of  the  county,  city,  liberty,  or  town  corporate 
where  any  such  offence  shall  be  committed,  shall  forfeit  for 
every  such  offence  the  sum  of  twenty  shillings,  to  be  levied 
by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  of  every  such  offender,  by 
warrant  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  any  such  justice ;  one 
moiety  to  be  to  the  use  of  the  informer,  and  the  other  to  the 
poor  of  the  parish  where  the  offence  shall  be  committed ; 
and  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  the  said  part  of  such  act 
be  repealed  May  it  therefore  please  Your  Majesty  that  it 
may  be  enacted;  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  King’s  most  ex¬ 
cellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  present 
parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That, 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  said  part  of  such 
recited  act  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 


[51  Geo.  III.  Cap.  79.] 

An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  of  the  Forty-eight  Year  of  His 
present  Majesty ,  for  the  better  Care  and  Maintenance 
of  Lunatics,  being  Paupers  or  Criminals,  in  England. 

[1  $th  July  18 1 1.] 

«  TT  THERE  AS  by  an  act  passed  in  the  forty-eighth  year 
V  V  of  His  present  Majesty’s  reign,  intituled,  An  act  for 
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the  better  care  and  maintenance  of  lunatics ,  being  paupers  or 
criminals,  in  England,  provision  is  made  for  the  erection  of 
asylums  for  lunatics  and  insane  persons,  being  paupers  or 
criminals,  in  counties  or  districts  of  counties  in  England:  And 
whereas  it  is  therein  among  other  things  enacted,  that  so 
soon  as  any  lunatic  asylum,  so  erected  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
declared  by  the  visiting  justices  to  be  completed,  and  in  a 
fit  state  for  the  reception  of  lunatics  and  other  insane  per¬ 
sons,  the  justices  of  the  peace  acting  respectively  in  and  for 
any  county  or  counties  at  the  expence  of  which  such  asylum 
shall  have  been  built,  are  authorized  and  directed  to  issue 
warrants  upon  the  application  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of 
any  parish  situate  within  such  county  or  counties,  for  the 
conveyance  of  any  lunatic,  insane  person,  or  dangerous 
idiot,  who  may  be  chargeable  to  such  parish,  to  such  asylum, 
there  to  be  safely  kept,  until  he  or  she  shall  be  duly  dis¬ 
charged  :  And  whereas  it  is  also  therein  enacted,  that  if  any 
overseer  of  the  poor  of  any  parish  shall  wilfully  neglect  or  de¬ 
lay  to  give  information  to  such  justice  of  any  such  lunatic  or 
insane  person  who  shall  be  chargeable  to  such  parish,  or  to 
make  application  for  such  warrant  as  aforesaid,  during  the 
space  of  seven  days  from  the  time  that  he  shall  be  acquainted 
that  such  person  is  so  lunatic  or  insane,  he  shall  be  liable  to 
a  penalty  therein  specified  :  And  whereas  it  is  expedient  that 
the  justices  of  the  peace  to  whom  such  applications  shall  be 
made,  should  have  a  discretionary  power  as  to  issuing  or  not 
issuing  such  warrants,  in  certain  cases,  and  under  certain  re¬ 
strictions,  and  particularly  in  cases  where  it  shall  be  found 
that  the  number  of  applications  on  the  behalf  of  persons 
having  just  claims  to  be  admitted  does  at  any  time  exceed 
the  number  of  those  who  can  be  properly  accommodated  in 
such  asylum,  with  a  view  to  cure,  comfort,  and  safe  custody:’* 
Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  King’s  most  excellent  Majesty, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and 
temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  present  parliament  assembled, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  whenever  any  appli¬ 
cation  shall  be  made  by  the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  any  parish 
in  any  county  or  district  of  counties,  at  the  expence  of  which 
any  lunatic  asylum  shall  have  been  erected,  to  any  justice  of 
the  peace  acting  in  and  for  such  county  or  counties,  to  issue 
his  warrant  for  they  conveyance  of  any  lunatic  or  insane 
person  to  such  asylum,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  jus¬ 
tice 
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tice  to  refuse  to  issue  the  warrant  so  required,  if  he  shall  so 
think  fit,  such  lunatic  or  insane  person  not  being  actually 
dangerous  :  provided  nevertheless,  that  any  justice  so  refu¬ 
sing  to  issue  such  warrant  as  aforesaid,  shall,  at  the  time  of 
his  so  refusing,  deliver  in  writing  to  the  overseers  of  the 
poor  making  such  application  as  aforesaid  the  reasons  for 
such  refusal. 

II.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  person 
or  persons  shall  think  themselves  aggrieved  by  such  refusal 
of  any  justice  as  aforesaid,  such  person  or  persons  may  appeal 
to  the  justices  of  the  peace  at  the  next  general  or  quarter 
sessions  of  the  peace  to  be  holden  in  and  for  the  county  or 
place  where  the  matter  of  appeal  shall  have  arisen,  the  person 
or  persons  so  appealing  having  given  to  the  person  against 
whom  such  appeal  shall  be  made,  ten  days  notice  of  his,  her, 
or  their  intention  to  make  such  appeal ;  and  the  said  justices 
at  such  sessions  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  hear 
and  determine  the  matter  of  such  appeal  in  a  summary  way, 
and  to  make  such  determination  as  they  shall  think  proper  ; 
and  every  such  determination  shall  be  final  and  conclusive  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever. 

III.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  every  justice 
who  shall  have  issued  a  warrant  or  warrants  for  the  convey¬ 
ance  of  any  lunatic  or  insane  person  to  such  asylum,  or 
who  shall  have  refused  to  issue  such  warrant  or  warrants,  on 
the  application  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  any  parish,  shall 
make  regular  returns  to  the  next  general  quarter  sessions  of 
the  peace  to  be  holden  in  and  for  the  county  in  which  such 
parish  shall  be  situate,  of  all  cases  brought  before  him,  in 
which  he  shall  have  granted,  or  refused  to  grant,  a  warrant 
or  warrants  for  such  conveyance,  stating  in  all  cases  of  re¬ 
fusal  the  reasons  for  such  refusal;  and  such  returns  shall  be 
regularly  filed  and  kept  among  the  records  of  such  court  of 
general  quarter  sessions. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  overseers  of  the 
poor  of  any  parish,  on  making  their  application  to  any  justice 
of  the  peace  for  the  conveyance  of  any  lunatic  or  insane  per¬ 
son,  or  dangerous  ideot,  as  aforesaid,  shall  produce  to  such 
justice  a  certificate  in  writing  from  some  medical  person,  of 
the  state  and  degree  of  lunacy  of  the  person  on  whose  behalf 
such  application  shall  be  made  ;  and  that  it  shall  be  further 
lawful  for  such  justice  to  cause  such  lunatic,  insane  person, 
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or  dangerous  ideot,  to  be  visited  by  such  medical  person  as 
he  shall  think  fit,  and  to  examine  the  said  medical  person 
upon  oath  as  to  the  state  and  degree  of  lunacy  of  such  luna¬ 
tic,  insane  person,  or  dangerous  ideot,  and  to  order  such 
sum  to  be  paid  to  such  medical  person  for  his  attendance  as 
may  seem  just  and  reasonable,  and  such  sum  shall  be  paid 
by  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  making  such  appli¬ 
cation  out  of  the  money  raised  therein  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  medical  superin- 
tendant  of  every  such  asylum  as  aforesaid  shall  make  regu¬ 
lar  returns  to  the  justices  of  the  peace  assembled  at  their 
general  or  quarter  sessions,  at  least  once  in  every  year,  of 
state  of  per-  the  state  and  condition  of  all  persons  committed  to  his  care 
under  the  authority  of  the  aforesaid  act  passed  in  the  forty- 
eighth  year  of  His  present  Majesty’s  reign,  and  of  this  act,  in 
order  that  the  said  justices  may  be  enabled,  from  the  in¬ 
spection  of  such  returns,  and  from  the  report  of  such  medi¬ 
cal  superintendant,  to  direct  the  discharge  of  any  persons 
from  such  asylum  who  may  appear  from  such  returns  and 
report  to  be  no  longer  fit  objects  to  remain  therein ;  and 
that  the  said  justices  may  at  the  same  time  issue  their  war¬ 
rants  (which  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  issue)  for  the 
admission  of  such  other  persons  at  their  discretion,  as  may 
appear  to  be  the  fittest  objects  for  immediate  reception 
therein,  out  of  the  several  persons  on  whose  behalf  appli¬ 
cation  may  have  been  made  to  any  justice  of  the  peace  as 
aforesaid,  and  whose  cases  may  have  been  regularly  report¬ 
ed  to  the  said  general  or  quarter  sessions. 

The  ex"  VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  on  the  regular  dis- 
removal  of  a  charge  of  any  pauper  from  any  such  asylum  the  necessary 
paupei  shall  expences  attending  the  removal  of  such  pauper  shall  be 
th/prislf  borne  by  the  parish  in  which  such  pauper  shall  be  legally 
in  which  the  settled,  and  such  expences  being  allowed  by  two  justices 
bele-'aily  ll  Peace  acting  in  and  for  the  county  in  which  such 

settled.  parish  shall  be  situated  shall  be  paid  by  the  overseers  of  the 
poor  of  such  parish  out  of  the  money  raised  therein  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor. 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  bastard  child 
which  shall  be  born  of  any  lunatic,  insane  person,  or  dan¬ 
gerous  ideot,  in  any  such  asylum,  shall  thereby  gain  a  set¬ 
tlement  in  the  parish  in  which  such  asylum  shall  be  situated ; 
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but  that  the  place  of  the  legal  settlement  of  any  such  child 
so  born  as  aforesaid  shall  be  in  the  parish  where  the  mo¬ 
ther  of  such  child  was  last  legally  settled. 


[51  Geo.  III.  Cap.  80.] 

An  Act  to  render  valid  certain  Indentures  for  the  Bind¬ 
ing  of  Parish  Apprentices.  [1  $th  June  1811.] 

“  TT7HEREAS  by  an  act  passed  in  the  forty-third  year 

VV  of  the  reign  of  Her  late  Majesty  Queen  Elizabeth,  43EI1Z.  c.2* 
intituled,  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  it  is  enacted, 
that  the  churchwardens  of  every  parish,  and  four,  three, 
or  two  substantial  householders  there,  as  shall  be  thought 
meet,  having  respect  to  the  proportion  and  greatness  of 
the  same  parish  and  parishes,  to  be  nominated  yearly  in 
Easter  week,  or  within  one  month  after  Easter,  in  the  man¬ 
ner  therein  directed,  shall  be  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the 
same  parish  ;  and  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  church¬ 
wardens  and  overseers,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  by  the 
assent  of  two  justices  of  the  peace,  to  bind  the  children  of 
such  parents  as  shall  not  by  the  said  churchwardens  and  over¬ 
seers,  or  the  greater  part  of  them  be  thought  able  to  maintain 
their  children,  to  be  apprentices:  And  whereas  in  divers  small 
parishes  two  persons  only  have  been  annually  appointed  to  act 
in  the  capacity  of  churchwardens  as  well  as  overseers  of  the 
poor.  And  whereas  divers  indentures  for  the  binding  of  parish 
apprentices,  and  certificates  of  the  settlements  of  poor  per¬ 
sons,  have  been  executed  and  signed  by  such  two  persons, 
purporting  to  be  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  such 
parishes ;  but,  by  reason  that  the  said  indentures  and  cer¬ 
tificates  have  not  been  signed  by  distinct  persons  as  church- 
•  wardens  and  other  distinct  persons  as  overseers,  such  in¬ 
dentures  and  certificates  have  been  or  may  be  deemed  to 
be  void Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  King’s  most  ex¬ 
cellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  pre¬ 
sent  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  That  all  indentures  for  the  binding  of  parish  appren-  indentures 
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tices,  and  all  certificates  of  the  settlements  of  poor  persons, 
which  have  been  heretofore  executed  and  signed  by  two 
persons  only,  acting  or  purporting  to  act  in  the  capacity  of 
churchwardens  as  well  as  of  overseers  of  the  poor,  and  also 
all  such  indentures  and  certificates  as  shall  hereafter  be  so 
signed,  shall  be  considered  as  good,  valid,  and  effectual,  as 
if  the  same  had  been  executed  and  signed  by  distinct  per¬ 
sons  as  churchwardens  and  distinct  persons  as  overseers  of 
the  poor,  according  to  the  said  recited  act;  any  thing 
therein  or  in  any  other  act  contained  to  the  contrary  thereof 
notwithstanding. 

II.  Provided  always,  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained, 
shall  extend  to  do  away  or  alter  any  decision  which  may 
have  taken  place  in  any  court  of  law,  respecting  the  binding 
of  any  parish  apprentice,  or  the  settlement  of  any  poor  per¬ 
son  before  the  passing  of  this  act. 


[51  Geo.  III.  c.  106.] 

An  Act  for  enabling  the  Wives  and  Families  of  Soldiers 
embarked  for  Foreign  Service ,  to  return  to  their  Homes . 

[2 6th  June  181 1.] 

**  TT7HEREAS  great  inconvenience  and  expence  is  in* 
▼  *  curred  by  parishes  in  which  barracks  are  situated, 
and  from  whence  regiments  embark  when  ordered  on  foreign 
service,  from  the  wives  and  children  of  the  soldiers  so  em¬ 
barking  for  foreign  service  being  left  to  return  to  the  place 
of  their  residence  or  settlement,  and  they  often  spend  the 
money  given  to  them  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  them  so  to 
return,  and  become  burthensome  to  the  parish  ;  and  it  is 
therefore  expedient  that  provision  should  be  made  for 
enabling  such  wives  and  children  to  return  to  their  homes, 
or  for  passing  them  as  vagrants  to  their  places  of  residence 
or  settlement  in  case  of  misconduct Be  it  therefore 
enacted  by  the  King’s  most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal, 
and  commons,  in  this  present  parliament  assembled,  and  by 

the 
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the  authority  of  the  same,  That  upon  any  regiment,  batta¬ 
lion,  corps,  or  detachment,  being  embarked  for  foreign 
service,  the  commanding  officers  thereof  shall  cause  a  list 
or  lists  to  be  made  out  of  all  the  wives  and  children  of  the 
soldiers  belonging  to  such  regiment,  battalion,  corps,  or 
detachment,  to  be  left  at  the  place  of  embarkation,  who 
are  desirous  of  claiming  the  allowance  authorized  by  this 
act,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  them  to  return  to  their 
homes  or  places  of  settlement,  either  in  one  list  for  the 
regiment,  battalion,  corps,  or  detachment,  or  separate  lists 
for  each  company;  and  shall  give  to  every  such  wife  a 
duplicate  of  such  part  of  such  list  as  shall  apply  to  each 
wife  and  her  family  of  children  respectively,  certifying 
thereon  under  his  hand,  that  the  person  to  whom  such  cer¬ 
tificate  is  given  is  the  wife  or  reputed  wife  of  a  soldier  in  his 
regiment,  battalion,  corps,  or  detachment;  and  he  shall 
transmit  such  list  or  lists  so  made  out  to  the  secretary  at  war. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each  wife  to  whom 
any  such  duplicate  shall  have  been  delivered  as  aforesaid 
shall  forthwith  take  the  same  to  some  neighbouring  justice  or 
magistrate,  who  shall  make  out  a  route  for  her,  and  fill  up 
and  sign  a  certificate  specifying  the  place  to  which  such 
woman  is  going,  and  her  route,  that  she  may  receive  such 
allowances  as  are  authorized  by  this  act,  not  exceeding 
two-pence  per  mile. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  upon  production  of 
such  certificate  to  any  overseer  of  the  poor  of  any  place 
through  which  such  woman  shall  pass,  he  shall,  out  of  any 
money  in  his  hands  applicable  to  the  relief  of  the  poor,  pay 
her  an  allowance  not  exceeding  the  rate  per  mile  speci¬ 
fied  in  such  certificate  as  aforesaid,  for  the  number  of  miles 
to  the  next  city,  town,  or  place  to  which  she  may  be  going, 
not  exceeding  eighteen  miles,  and  he  shall  indorse  on  such 
certificate  the  money  so  paid,  and  take  a  receipt  from  the 
woman  signed  with  her  hand  or  with  her  mark,  specifying 
the  regiment,  battalion,  corps,  or  detachment,  to  which  her 
husband  belongs,  so  as  that  the  description  on  the  receipt 
may  correspond  with  the  description  in  the  certificate  so 
produced  to  him  as  aforesaid. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum  so  advanced 
by  such  overseer  shall,  upon  production  and  delivery  of 
such  receipt  to  the  collector  of  excise  of  the  district  within 

[z  3]  which 
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which  such  overseer  acts  as  such,  or  any  person  officiating 
for  such  collector,  be  repaid  to  such  overseer  for  the  use  of 
the  fund  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  by  such  collector  of 
excise  or  other  person,  out  of  any  public  monies  in  his 
hands,  and  the  same  shall  be  allowed  in  his  accounts ;  and 
such  overseer  shall  give  a  receipt  for  the  money  so  paid  to 
such  collector  or  other  person,  and  such  receipt  of  the 
overseer,  together  with  the  receipt  of  the  woman,  shall  be 
taken  as  cash  in  the  payment  of  duties  of  excise  received  by 
such  collector,  and  all  sums  of  money  so  advanced  out  of 
any  duties  of  excise,  shall  be  repaid  by  the  agents  of  the 
regiments  to  which  the  soldiers  belong  whose  wives  and 
families  have  been  so  relieved,  or  by  any  other  person  to 
be  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the  secretary  at  war,  to 
such  person  or  persons  as  shall  be  authorized  by  the  com¬ 
missioners  of  excise  in  England  or  Scotland  respectively  to 
draw  for  or  receive  the  same,  for  or  on  account  of  the  said 
duties. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  such  woman 
shall  at  the  last  place  of  her  receiving  any  allowance  under 
this  act,  antecedent  to  her  arrival  at  her  home  or  place  of 
settlement,  deliver  up  such  certificate  to  the  overseer  of  the 
poor  advancing  such  allowance,  who  shall  deliver  the  same 
to  the  collector  of  excise,  and  the  same  shall  be,  by  such 
collector  of  excise,  transmitted  to  the  war  office. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  wives  of  soldiers  not 
complying  with  the  regulations  hereinbefore  prescribed 
shall  be  treated  as  vagrants,  and  may  be  passed  as  such  to 
their  homes,  either  in  England ,  Ireland ,  or  Scotland  re¬ 
spectively,  as  the  case  may  be. 


[  359  ] 


[52  Geo.  III.  Cap.  83.] 

An  Act  to  revive  and  continue ,  until  the  Twenty-fifth 
Day  of  March  One  thousand  eight  hundred-  and 
thirteen ,  and  amend  so  much  of  cm  Act ,  made  in  the 
Thirty-ninth  and  Fortieth  Year  of  His  present  Ma¬ 
jesty ,  as  grants  certain  Allowances  to  Adjutants  and 
Serjeant- Majors  of  the  Militia  o/'England,  disembodied 
under  an  Act  of  the  same  Session  of  Parliament. 

[is£  July  1812.] 


<S  TXT"  HERE  AS  it  is  expedient  that  an  act,  passed  in  the 

V V  thirty-ninth  and  fortieth  year  of  the  reign  of  His  39&40GC0. 
present  Majesty,  intituled.  An  act  for  granting ,  until  the  111  ,c'44' 
twenty  fifth  day  of  March  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
one ,  certain  allowances  to  adjutants ,  serjeant -majors,  and 
serjeants  of  militia ,  disembodied  under  an  act  of  this  session 
of  parliament ,  intituled ,  1  An  act  for  enabling  His  Majesty 
to  accept  the  services  of  an  additional  number  of  volunteers 
from  the  militia  under  certain  restrictions ,’  which  has  been 
revived  and  continued  by  several  subsequent  acts  until  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  March  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve,  should  be  again  revived  and  further  continued,  so 
far  as  the  same  relates  to  adjutants  and  serjeant-majors 
Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  King’s  most  excellent  Majesty, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual 
and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  present  parliament  as¬ 
sembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  said 
recited  act  and  the  allowances  therein  granted  and  men¬ 
tioned  to  adjutants  and  serjeant-majors,  and  all  the  provisions 
relating  thereto,  shall  be  revived  from  the  said  twenty-fifth 
day  of  March  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  and 
be  further  continued  until  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  so  fiir  as  the  same 
relates  to  adjutants  and  serjeant-majors;  and  that  all  such 
an'd  the  like  allowances  as  would  have  been  payable  and 
paid  unto  any  adjutants  and  serjeant-majors,  if  the  said  act 
and  allowances  had  been  continued  by  any  act  of  parliament 
before  the  said  twenty-fifth  day  of  March  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twelve,  shall  be  payable  and  paid,  and 
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all  arrears  thereof  fully  satisfied,  in  like  manner  in  every 
respect  as  if  this  act  had  passed  before  the  said  twenty-fifth 
day  of  March  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  reduced  adju- 
ilecT.o  their  tant  entitled  to  any  allowance  under  this  act  may  receive  and 
pay  as  v.  ell  take  such  allowance,  together  with  the  pay  of  any  such  com- 

2S  the  allow-  •  •  i  |  a  1  -t  ii  1 

snce  under  mission,  or  hair  pay,  or  any  such  other  allowance  or  emolu- 
this  act.  ment,  as  is  allowed  to  be  held  or  received  by  any  adjutant  of 
any  militia  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England , 
together  with  any  pay  or  allowance  to  which  he  may  be 
entitled  as  such  adjutant :  Provided  always,  that  no  such 
reduced  adjutant  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  any  allowance 
under  this  act  during  the  time  he  shall  hold  any  place  of 
profit,  civil  or  military,  under  His  Majesty,  other  than 
such  as  aforesaid. 


[52  Geo.  III.  Cap.  120.] 

An  Act  to  explain ,  amend ,  and  extend  the  Pjovisions  of 
an  Act ,  passed,  in  the  last  Session  of  Parliament ,  for 
enabling  the  Wives  and  Families  of  Soldiers  to  return 
to  their  Homes ,  to  the  Widows,  Wives,  and  Families  of 
Soldiers  dying  or  employed,  on  Foreign  Service. 

\_iyth  July  1812.] 

“  TY 7 HERE AS  the  wives  and  widows  and  children  of 
V  T  soldiers  on  foreign  service  often  return  from  foreign 
parts  on  account  of  the  death  of  their  husbands,  or  from 
other  causes,  and,  upon  being  landed  in  the  country,  are 
destitute  of  any  means  of  returning  to  their  respective 
homes  :  And  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  the  provisions  of 
an  act,  passed  in  the  last  session  of  parliament,  intituled, 

51  G.  lit.  act for  enabling  the  tvives  and  families  of  soldiers  embarked 

for  foreign  service  to  return  to  their  homes ,  should  be  ex¬ 
tended  for  the  relief  of  persons  so  circumstanced ;  and  that 
the  said  act  should  be  in  other  respects  amended Be  it  • 
therefore  enacted  by  the  King's  mest  excellent  Majesty,  by 

and 


the  Wives,  §c.  of  Soldiers  to  return  home . 

and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and 
temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  present  parliament  assem¬ 
bled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  when  any 
wives,  widows,  or  children  of  soldiers  employed  on  foreign 
service  shall  return  to  Great  Britain ,  the  officer  command¬ 
ing  the  regiment,  battalion,  or  corps,  to  which  the  husband 
or  father  of  any  such  woman  or  child  do  or  did  belong,  shall 
give  her  a  certificate  stating  that  the  person  to  whom  such 
certificate  is  given  is  or  was  the  wife  of,  and  her  child  or 
children  is  or* are  the  child  or  children  of  a  soldier  in  his  re¬ 
giment,  battalion,  corps,  or  detachment,  in  like  form  and 
manner  as  the  certificates  given  by  officers  commanding 
corps  to  the  wives  and  families  of  soldiers  embarking  for 
foreign  service  under  the  direction  of  the  said  recited  act ; 
and  if  any  women,  the  wives  or  widows  of  soldiers  on  foreign 
service,  or  their  children,  shall  land  at  any  place  in  Great 
Britain  without  having  such  certificates  as  are  enacted  by 
this  act,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  general  officer  command¬ 
ing  at  the  nearest  place  to  that  where  they  shall  so  land, 
and  he  is  hereby  required,  upon  application  made  to  him, 
to  give  any  such  woman  applying  for  it  such  certificate  as 
aforesaid,  which  shall  entitle  her  to  the  allowance  for  her¬ 
self  and  her  children  (if  any)  granted  by  this  act;  and 
every  such  widow  or  wife  shall,  upon  any  certificate  granted 
under  this  act,  receive  such  allowances  for  herself  and 
family  as  are  allowed,  granted,  and  directed  by  the  said  re¬ 
cited  act,  upon  certificates  granted  by  officers  commanding 
corps,  in  respect  of  wives  and  families  of  soldiers  embarking 
for  foreign  service,  in  like  manner  as  if  such  allowances 
were  specially  granted  by  this  act,  and  as  if  all  the  rules 
and  regulations  for  the  giving,  regulating,  paying,  and  ac¬ 
counting  for  and  returning  the  same,  were  specially  and 
particularly  re-enacted  in  this  act. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  widow  or  wife 
of  any  soldier  to  whom  any  such  certificate  shall  have  been 
delivered,  as  is  directed  by  the  said  recited  act  or  this  act, 
shall  forthwith  take  the  same  to  some  justice  of  the  peace, 
or  magistrate,  who  shall  make  out  a  route  and  fill  up  and 
sign  a  certificate  specifying  the  place  to  which  such  widow 
or  wife  and  family  is  going  ;  specifying  the  number  of  chil¬ 
dren  ;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  justice  of  the  peace  or 
magistrate,  in  lieu  and  instead  of  the  rate  of  allowance  di¬ 
rected 
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rected  by  the  said  recited  act,  to  direct  any  such  allowance 
as  he  shal  deem  necessary,  not  exceeding  three  halfpence 
'per  mile  for  each  such  woman,  and  one  penny  per  mile  for 
each  of  her  children  ;  any  thing  in  the  said  recited  act 
authorizing  a  rate  of  allowance  to  the  contrary  notwith¬ 
standing. 


[52  Geo.  III.  Cap.  160.] 

An  Act  to  enable  Justices  of  the  Peace  to  order  Parochial 
Relief  to  Prisoners  coiifined  under  Mesne  Process  for 

Debt  in  such  Gaols  as  are  not  County  Gaols. 

,  [29^  July  1812.] 

u  \\T  HERE  AS  great  distress  is  suffered  by  poor  persons 
*  *  confined  under  mesne  process  for  debt  in  such 
gaols  as  are  not  county  gaols,  in  consequence  of  their  not 
receiving  any  allowance  whereon  to  subsist  during  the  time 
of  such  confinement:”  May  it  therefore  please  Your  Majesty 
that  it  may  be  enacted ;  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  King’s 
most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this 
present  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
Justice  to  same,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  one  justice  of  the  peace 

chiaUeUef"  ac^nS  f°r  county,  riding,  or  division  wherein  any  gaol 

to  debtors  in  which  is  not  a  county  gaol  is  situated,  to  order  the  overseers 
arenot°1SaS  Poor  parisli,  township,  or  place  wherein  any 

county  such  gaol  (which  is  not  a  county  gaol)  shall  be  situated,  to 

gaob.  relieve  any  poor  person  who  shall  be  confined  in  such  gaol 

under  mesne  process  for  debt,  and  who  shall  appear  to  such 
justice  to  be  unable  to  support  himself  or  herself,  and  who 
shall  have  applied  for  relief  to  such  overseers  as  aforesaid. 
Limiting  the  II.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 

sum.  gum  be  given  for  the  relief  of  any  such  poor  person  shall 

not  exceed  sixpence  per  diem  during  the  time  of  his  or  her 
confinement  in  such  gaol  under  mesne  process  for  debt. 

Legal  settle-  HI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  overseers  of  the 

debtor  to  be  Poor  °f  any  such  parish,  township,  or  place  to  whom  any 
ascertained.  such 


confined  for  Debt,  fyc.  [363] 

such  application  for  relief  shall  be  made  as  aforesaid,  if 
they  shall  doubt  whether  such  poor  person  is  legally  settled 
in  such  parish,  township,  or  place,  shall  cause  him  or  her  to 
be  examined  upon  oath  before  one  or  more  justice  or  justices 
of  the  peace,  touching  his  or  her  last  legal  settlement,  upon 
which  examination  it  shall  be  lawful  for  justices  to  make  an 
order  for  the  removal  of  such  poor  person  to  the  place  of  his 
last  legal  settlement,  and  to  suspend  the  execution  of  such  Order  of  re¬ 
order  of  removal  during  the  time  of  such  person  being  con- 
fined  in  such  gaol  under  such  mesne  process,  which  suspen-  while  debtor 
sion  of  the  same  shall  be  indorsed  on  the  said  order,  and  15  lm,pn‘ 
signed  by  such  justices,  and  the  subsequent  permission  to 
execute  the  same  shall  be  also  indorsed  on  the  said  order, 
and  signed  by  such  justices,  or  by  any  other  two  justices  of 
the  peace  acting  for  the  same  county,  riding,  or  division. 

IV.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  a  copy  of  and  to  be 

the  order  of  removal,  and  of  the  order  for  suspending  the  ^e'cver-1 
execution  of  the  same  as  aforesaid,  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be  seers  of  the 
after  the  making  thereof  respectively,  be  served  upon  the  hls 

overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish,  township,  or  place  in 

which  such  poor  person  shall  by  such  order  of  removal  be 
adjudged  to  be  legally  settled. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  although  such  poor  wh0  sj,an 
person  shall  not  have  been  actually  removed  in  pursuance  of  repay  the 
such  order  of  removal  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  ex^nce 
any  justice  of  the  peace  to  direct  the  overseers  of  the  poor  pauper, 
of  the  parish,  township,  or  place  in  which  such  pauper  is 
adjudged  to  be  settled,  to  repay  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor 

of  the  parish,  township,  or  place  wherein  such  gaol  shall  be 
situated,  all  the  charges  proved  upon  oath  of  any  such 
overseers  of  the  parish,  township,  or  place  where  the  gaol 
is  situated,  to  have  been  incurred  in  granting  relief  to  such 
pauper  during  the  time  of  his  confinement  and  the  suspen¬ 
sion  of  such  order,  not  exceeding  sixpence  per  diem;  and  In  ease  of 
if  the  overseers  of  the  parish,  township,  or  place  to  which  refusal,  the 
such  order  of  removal  shall  be  made,  or  anv  or  either  of  nione^  ad" 

7  J  vanced  to  be 

them,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  any  such  sum  so  ad-  levied  by 
vanced  as  aforesaid  within  twenty-one  days  after  demand  dlstress* 
thereof,  and  shall  not  within  the  same  time  give  notice  of 
appeal  as  is  hereinafter  mentioned,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  one 
justice  of  the  peace,  by  warrant  under  his  hand  and  seal,  to 

cause 
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cause  the  money  so  directed  to  be  paid  as  aforesaid  to  be 
levied  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the 
person  or  persons  so  refusing  or  neglecting  to  pay  the  same, 
and  also  such  costs  attending  the  same,  not  exceeding  forty 
shillings,  as  such  justice  shall  direct ;  and  if  the  parish, 
township,  or  place  to  which  the  removal  was  ordered  to  be 
made,  be  without  the  jurisdiction  of  the  justice  of  peace 
issuing  the  warrant,  then  such  warrant  shall  be  transmitted 
to  any  justice  of  the  peace  having  jurisdiction  within  such 
parish,  township,  or  place  as  aforesaid,  who  upon  receipt 
thereof  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  indorse  the 
same  for  execution :  Provided  nevertheless,  that  if  the  sum 
so  ordered  to  be  paid  on  account  of  such  costs  and  charges 
exceed  the  sum  of  five  pounds,  the  party  or  parties  ag¬ 
grieved  by  such  order  may  appeal  to  the  next  general  quarter 
sessions  for  the  county,  riding,  or  division  in  which  such 
gaol  is  situated,  against  the  same,  as  they  may  do  against  an 
order  for  the  removal  of  poor  persons  by  any  law  now  in 
being;  and  if  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  shall  be  of  opinion 
that  the  sum  so  awarded  be  more  than  of  right  ought 
to  have  been  directed  to  be  paid,  such  court  may  and  is 
hereby  directed  to  strike  out  the  sum  contained  in  the  said 
order,  and  insert  the  sum  which  in  the  judgment  of  the 
said  court  ought  to  be  paid,  and  in  every  such  case  the  said 
court  of  quarter  sessions  shall  direct  that  the  said  order  so 
amended  shall  be  carried  into  execution  by  the  said  justices 
by  whom  the  order  was  originally  made,  or  either  of  them, 
by  such  other  justice  or  justices  as  the  said  court  shall 
direct. 

VI.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish, 
township,  or  place  wherein  such  poor  person  shall,  by  such 
order  of  removal,  be  adjudged  to  be  legally  settled,  to  appeal 
against  such  order  to  the  next  general  quarter  sessions  of 
the  peace  for  the  county,  riding,  or  division  in  which  such 
gaol  is  situated,  holden  after  the  service  of  the  copy  of  such 
order  of  removal,  in  case  such  copy  shall  have  been  served 
upon  such  overseers  twenty-one  days  before  the  holding  of 
such  ouarter  sessions,  but  in  case  the  same  shall  not  be 
served  twenty-one  days  before  the  holding  of  such  next 
general  quarter  sessions,  then  the  appeal  may  be  to  the  next 
succeeding  general  quarter  sessions  holden  for  the  said 

county, 
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county,  riding,  or  division,  and  upon  such  appeal  the  like 
proceedings  may  be  had  as  are  observed  in  other  cases  of 
appeals  against  orders  of  removal  of  poor  persons  by  any 
lavr  now  in  being  :  Provided  always,  that  in  case  such  order 
of  removal  and  suspension  is  not  appealed  against  in  manner 
aforesaid,  or  if  upon  appeal  such  order  shall  be  confirmed, 
such  poor  person  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  legally 
settled  in  the  parish,  township,  or  place  in  which  he  shall 
by  such  order  of  removal  be  adjudged  to  be  legally  settled. 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  any  poor 
person  applying  for  relief  under  the  provisions  of  this  act 
shall,  upon  his  examination  as  to  his  last  legal  settlement, 
be  found  not  to  be  legally  settled  in  any  parish,  township, 
or  place  within  England  and  Wales,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
any  one  justice  of  the  peace  to  order  the  overseers  of  the 
poor  of  the  parish,  township,  or  place  wherein  the  gaol  is 
situated  (in  which  such  poor  person  shall  be  confined  under 
mesne  process  for  debt)  to  relieve  such  poor  person  with  a 
sum  not  exceeding  sixpence  per  diem  out  of  the  funds  in 
their  hands  applicable  to  the  relief  of  the  poor,  which  sum 
shall  be  reimbursed  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  said 
parish,  township,  or  place,  for  the  use  of  such  funds,  out 
of  the  county  rate,  by  the  treasurer  of  the  county,  riding, 
or  division  in  which  such  parish,  township,  or  place  shall  be 
situated,  at  the  expiration  of  the  confinement  of  such  poor 
person  upon  such  mesne  process  as  aforesaid. 
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An  Aft  for  providing  Relief for  the  poor  Prisoners  con¬ 
fined  in  the  King's  Bench,  Fleet,  and  Marshalsea 
Prisons.  [  1  o th  July  1813.]  * 

"  TT7HEREAS  by  an  act  made  in  the  forty-third  year  of  43  Eliz.  ca. 

V  V  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  intituled  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor,  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  every  county  or 
place  corporate,  at  their  general  sessions,  were  directed  to 
rate  every  parish  to  a  weekly  sum,  in  manner  therein  men¬ 
tioned,  and  to  set  down  what  competent  sums  of  money 
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should  be  sent  quarterly,  out  of  every  county  or  place  cor¬ 
porate,  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  prisoners  of  the  King's  Bench 
and  Marshalsea  prisons,  so  as  there  were  sent  out  of  every 
county  yearly  twenty  shillings  at  the  least  to  each  of  the  said 
prisons  of  the  Kings  Bench  and  Marshalsea  ,•  to  be  collected 
in  manner  therein  expressed,  and  to  be  paid  over  to  the  lord 
chief  justice  of  England  and  knight  marshal  for  the  time 
being,  equally  to  be  divided  between  them  to  the  use  afore¬ 
said,  or  in  default  of  the  said  chief  justice,  to  the  next 
ancientest  justice  of  the  King's  Bench  ;  and  by  the  same 
act  it  was  directed,  that  all  surplusage  of  money  which  should 
remain  in  the  stock  of  any  county,  should,  by  the  discretion 
of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  their  quarter  sessions,  be  be¬ 
stowed  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  hospitals  in  that  county,  and 
for  other  charitable  purposes :  and  whereas  an  act  was  made 
in  the  eleventh  year  of  the  reign  of  His  late  Majesty  King 
George  the  Second,  intituled  An  act  for  the  more  effectually 
securing  the  payment  of  certain  sums  of  money  directed  by  an 
act  made  in  the  forty-third  year  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Eliza¬ 
beth,  intituled  ‘  An  act for  the  relief  of  the  poor'  to  be  paid  by 
the  respective  treasurers  in  every  county  in  England  or  Wales 
for  the  relief  of  the  prisoners  of  the  King’s  Bench  and  Marshal¬ 
sea  prisons  :  And  whereas,  by  an  act  made  in  the  twelfth 
year  of  the  reign  of  His  late  Majesty  King  George  the  Second, 
intituled  An  act  for  the  more  easy  assessing,  collecting ,  and 
levying  of  county  rates,  so  much  of  the  said  recited  act  of  the 
forty-third  year  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  as  related 
to  the  method  of  raising  money  for  the  relief  of  the  King's 
Bench  and  Marshalsea  prisons,  was  repealed ;  and  such  sums 
as  had  been  usually  paid  to  the  said  King's  Bench  and  Mar¬ 
shalsea  prisons,  were  directed  to  be  paid  out  of  the  monies 
arising  by  virtue  of  the  said  act  now  in  recital,  at  such  times 
and  in  such  manner  as  was  prescribed  in  and  by  the  said 
act  of  the  eleventh  year  of  the  reign  of  His  said  late  Majesty 
King  George  the  Second,  and  whereas  the  sums  of  money 
provided  and  secured  to  be  paid  by  the  aforesaid  acts  are  not 
sufficient  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  prisoners  confined  in  the 
said  King's  Bench  and  Marshalsea  prisons :  and  whereas  no 
adequate  relief  has  been  provided  for  the  poor  prisoners  con¬ 
fined  in  the  Fleet  prison  :  And  whereas  it  is  expedient  that 
the  provisions  contained  in  the  said  acts  of  the  forty-third 
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of  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth ,  and  the  twelfth  year  of  the 
reign  of  His  late  Majesty  King  George  the  Second,  so  far  as 
the  same  respectively  regard  the  relief  of  the  poor  prisoners 
in  the  said  Kings  Bench  and  Marshalsea  prisons,  and  also 
the  provisions  contained  in  the  said  act  of  the  eleventh  year 
of  the  reign  of  His  said  late  Majesty  King  George  the  Second, 
should  be  repealed,  and  that  sufficient  relief  should  be  pro¬ 
vided  and  secured  for  the  poor  prisoners  confined  in  the  King's 
Bench  and  Marshalsea  prisons,  and  also  for  the  poor  prisoners 
confined  in  the  said  Fleet  prison :  and  whereas  Bethlem  Hos¬ 
pital  is  a  charity  for  the  reception  and  cure  of  lunatics  and 
distracted  persons  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  from 
His  Majesty’s  fleets  and  armies  ;  and  any  surplus  which  shall 
remain  of  the  monies  provided  by  this  act,  after  relieving  the 
poor  prisoners  in  the  said  prisons,  may  with  great  propriety 
be  bestowed  toward  the  relief  of  the  said  hospital May  it 
therefore  please  Your  Majesty  that  it  may  be  enacted  ;  and 
be  it  enacted  by  the  King’s  most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  tempo¬ 
ral,  and  commons,  in  this  present  parliament  assembled,  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  passing 
of  this  act,  the  said  acts  of  the  forty-third  year  of  the  reign 
of  Queen  Elizabeth ,  and  the  twelfth  year  of  the  reign  of  His 
said  late  Majesty  King  George  the  Second,  and  all  and  every 
the  clauses,  powers,  provisions,  matters,  and  things  therein 
respectively  contained,  so  far  as  the  same  relate  or  apply  to 
the  yearly  sums  provided  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  prisoners 
confined  in  the  King's  Bench  and  Marshalsea  prisons,  and 
also  the  said  act  of  the  eleventh  year  of  the  reign  of  His  late 
Majesty  King  George  the  Second,  and  all  and  every  the 
clauses,  powers,  provisions,  matters,  and  things  therein  con¬ 
tained,  shall  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  treasurer  of  every 
county  and  division  of  a  county  mentioned  in  the  schedule  to 
this  act  annexed,  shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  August  in 
every  year,  pay  out  of  the  public  stock  or  rates  of  such  county 
and  division  of  a  county  respectively,  the  several  sums  of 
money  specified  in  the  schedule  to  this  act  annexed,  in  man¬ 
ner  following,  (that  is  to  say,)  the  sums  for  the  relief  of  the 
prisoners  confined  in  the  King's  Bench  and  Marshalsea  prisons, 
to  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  for  the  county  of  Surrey ;  and  the 
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sums  for  the  relief  of  the  prisoners  confined  in  the  Fleet 
prison,  to  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  or  chamberlain  of  the  city 

of  London. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  treasurer  for  the 
time  being  of  the  county  of  Surrey ,  shall  from  jjme  to  time 
pay  the  sums  of  money  to  be  received  by  him  from  the  said 
treasurers,  and  also  the  sums  to  be  paid  out  of  the  publick 
stock  or  rates  of  the  said  county  of  Surrey ,  for  the  relief  of 
the  prisoners  in  the  Kings  Bench  and  Marshalsea  prisons,  to 
such  sufficient  person  or  persons  residing  near  the  said  prisons 
respectively  at  such  times  and  in  such  manner  as  the  justices 
of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Surrey ,  or  the  major  part  of 
them,  at  their  general  quarter  sessions,  shall  from  time  to 
time  order  and  direct. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  treasurer  or 
chamberlain  for  the  time  being  of  the  city  of  London  shall 
from  time  to  time  pay  the  sums  of  money  to  be  received  by 
him  from  the  said  treasurers,  for  the  relief  of  the  prisoners  in 
the  Fleet  prison,  to  such  sufficient  person  or  persons  residing 
near  the  said  prison,  at  such  times  and  in  such  manner  as  the 
justices  of  the  peace  for  the  city  of  London ,  or  the  major  part 
of  them,  at  their  general  quarter  sessions,  shall  from  time  to 
time  order  and  direct. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  receipts  signed  by  the 
treasurer  for  the  time  being  of  the  county  of  Surrey ,  and  the 
treasurer  or  chamberlain  for  the  time  being  of  the  city  of  Lon¬ 
don,  for  any  monies  payable  to  them  respectively  by  virtue 
of  this  act,  shall  be  sufficient  discharges  for  the  same  ;  and 
that  receipts  signed  by  any  person  or  persons  appointed  by 
the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county  of  Surrey,  and  city  of 
London  respectively,  at  their  quarter  sessions  respectively, 
to  receive  any  monies  payable  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be 
sufficient  discharges  to  the  treasurer  for  the  county  of  Surrey, 
and  the  treasurer  or  chamberlain  of  the  city  of  London  re¬ 
spectively. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  treasurer  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  over  any  such  respective  sums  of 
money  as  ought  to  be  paid  by  him  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
county  of  Surrey,  and  the  treasurer  or  chamberlain  of  the 
city  of  London  respectively  as  aforesaid,  or  any  treasurer  of 
the  county  of  Surrey,  or  treasurer  or  chamberlain  of  the  city 
of  London t  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  over  such  respective 
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sums  of  money  as  ought  to  be  paid  by  him  respectively  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  then  and  in  every  such  case,  upon  the  cer¬ 
tificate  or  certificates,  on  oath  of  the  treasurer  or  treasurers, 
person  or  persons,  to  whom  the  same  respectively  ought  to 
be  paid,  being  delivered  to  either  of  His  Majesty’s  courts  of 
Kings  Bench ,  and  Common  Pleas ,  or  to  the  court  of  Mar - 
shalsea ,  of  such  neglect  or  refusal,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
said  courts  of  Kings  Bench ,  Common  Pleas ,  or  Mar  shalsea, 
or  either  of  them,  to  make  a  rule  on  every  such  treasurer  so 
neglecting  or  refusing  as  aforesaid,  requiring  such  treasurer 
to  pay  the  money  so  reported  or  certified  to  be  due  as  afore¬ 
said  ;  and  obedience  to  such  rules  respectively  shall  and  may 
be  enforced  by  the  said  courts,  in  such  manner  and  by  such 
ways  and  means  as  rules  of  the  said  courts  respectively  are 
usually  enforced. 

VII.  And  that  the  said  treasurers  may  be  the  better  Treasurers 
amenable  to  the  said  courts,  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  Jhe^names 
person  who  now  is  or  hereafter  shall  be  elected  or  appointed  and  place*  of 
treasurer  of  any  county,  or  division  of  a  county,  named  in  the  abode- 
schedule  to  this  act  annexed,  shall,  within  one  calendar 
month  after  the  first  day  of  August ,  or  within  one  calendar 
month  after  his  election  or  appointment  respectively  into  such 
office  of  treasurer,  transmit  his  name  and  place  of  abode  to 
the  clerk  of  the  crown  in  His  Majesty’s  said  court  of  King's 
Bench ,  to  be  by  him  entered  or  registered  in  a  book  to  be 
kept  for  that  purpose,  for  which  entries  no  fee  or  reward 
shall  be  taken  ;  and  in  case  any  such  treasurer  shall  neglect 
or  refuse  to  transmit  his  name  or  place  of  abode  as  aforesaid, 
that  then,  upon  the  report  of  the  said  clerk  of  the  crown, 
made  to  the  said  court  of  Kings  Bench ,  of  such  neglect  or 
refusal,  every  such  treasurer  shall  be  liable  to  be  proceeded 
against  in  the  same  manner  as  in  case  of  neglecting  or  re¬ 
fusing  to  pay  such  money  as  aforesaid. 

VIIJ.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  time  to  time  charge  of 
and  as  often  as  there  shall  be  occasion  for  the  said  courts  of  rules 


King's  Bench ,  Common  Pleas ,  and  Marshalsea,  respectively  pa-ld  ^ 
to  make  any  rule  or  rules  as  aforesaid,  on  any  of  the  said  treasurer,  in 
treasurers  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  the  whole  cost  and  charge 
of  making  such  rule  or  rules,  and  all  subsequent  charges 
arising  therefrom,  shall  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  whose  de¬ 
fault  or  neglect  shall  cause  the  making  of  such  rule. 
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IX.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum  and  sums  of 
money  provided  by  this  act,  shall  from  time  to  time  be  distri¬ 
buted  by  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  the  same  respectively 
shall  be  directed  to  be  paid  as  aforesaid,  by  weekly  pay¬ 
ments,  for  the  relief  of  such  prisoners  as  shall  from  time  to 
time  be  ordered  to  be  relieved,  in  manner  hereinafter  men¬ 
tioned. 

X.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
any  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Surrey  to  order 
such  relief  as  he  shall  think  proper,  to  be  given  to  any  prisoner 
confined  in  the  said  Kings  Bench  or  Marshalsea  prisons,  and 
for  any  alderman  or  justice  of  the  city  of  London ,  to  order 
such  relief  as  he  or  they  shall  think  proper,  to  be  given  to  any 
prisoner  confined  in  the  said  Fleet  prison,  but  subject  never¬ 
theless  to  the  provisions  hereinafter  contained,  and  to  any 
rules,  orders  and  regulations  which  shall  be  made  as  here¬ 
inafter  is  mentioned :  provided  always,  that  the  sum  to  be 
given  to  any  one  prisoner  shall  not  exceed  sixpence  per 
diem . 

XI.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no 
prisoner  who  shall  be  charged  in  execution  for  debt,  shall  be 
relieved  by  virtue  of  this  act,  after  the  first  day  of  the  term 
next  following  the  time  when  he  or  she  shall  be  charged  in 
execution. 

XII.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no 
prisoner  shall  be  ordered  to  be  relieved  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
until  he  or  she  shall  first  have  made  oath  before  a  judge  of  one 
of  the  courts  of  law  at  Westminster ,  or  of  the  Marshalsea ,  or 
a  commissioner  appointed  by  one  of  the  said  judges  to  take 
affidavits,  that  he  or  she  is  not  worth  ten  pounds  in  all  the 
world,  and  that  he  or  she  cannot  subsist  himself  or  herself 
without  the  relief  or  assistance  provided  by  this  act ;  and  if 
any  such  prisoner  shall  wilfully  forswear  or  perjure  himself  or 
herself  in  taking  any  such  oath  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  be  law¬ 
fully  convicted  thereof,  he  or  she  so  offending  shall  suffer  such 
punishment  as  by  law  may  be  inflicted  on  persons  convicted 
of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury. 

XIII.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That 
no  prisoner  shall  be  relieved  by  virtue  of  this  act,  who  shall 
have  become  supersedeable,  or  entitled  to  be  discharged 
under  any  act  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors. 
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XIV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  the  surplus  and  Directing 
residue  (if  any)  which  may  from  time  to  time,  on  the  first  day  prjation  of 
of  August,  in  the  third  year  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  and  on  surplus  mo- 
the  first  day  of  August  in  every  succeeding  third  year,  remain 

in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  the  county  of  Surrey ,  and  the 
treasurer  or  chamberlain  of  the  city  of  London,  and  the  per¬ 
son  or  persons  to  whom  the  same  respectively  shall  have 
been  paid,  or  any  of  them,  of  any  of  the  monies  payable  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  to  such  treasurers  respectively,  on  or  be¬ 
fore  the  first  day  of  August  in  the  preceding  year*  after  re¬ 
lieving  the  poor  prisoners  confined  in  the  aforesaid  prisons, 
according  to  the  directions  hereinbefore  mentioned,  shall  be 
forthwith  paid  by  them  respectively,  to  the  treasurer  for  the 
time  being  of  Bethlem  Hospital ,  for  the  relief  and  benefit  of 
the  said  hospital. 

XV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  treasurer  for  Aceounts  to 
the  time  being  of  thecounty  of  Surrey,  and  also  the  person  or  be 
persons  for  the  time  being  appointed  to  receive  and  distribute  0n  oath,  1 
the  monies  provided  by  this  act  for  the  relief  of  the  prisoners 
confined  in  the  King’s  Bench  and  Marshalsea  prisons,  at  the 
general  quarter  sessions  for  the  county  of  Surrey ,  held  next 
after  Easter  in  every  year ;  and  also  that  the  treasurer  or 
chamberlain  for  the  time  being  of  the  city  of  London,  and 
the  person  or  persons  for  the  time  being  appointed  to  receive 
and  distribute  the  monies  provided  by  this  act  for  the  relief 
of  the  prisoners  confined  in  the  Fleet  prison,  at  the  general 
quarter  sessions  for  the  city  of  London  held  next  after  Easter 
in  every  year,  shall  respectively  lay  before  the  justices  there 
assembled,  a  full,  true,  and  exact  account  of  all  their  re¬ 
spective  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  monies  provided 
by  this  act,  and  shall  verify  the  same  accounts,  if  required, 
upon  oath. 

XVI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  justices  of  the  peace  acting  in  and  for  the  said  county 
of  Surrey ,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  at  their  general  quar¬ 
ter  sessions,  with  respect  to  the  sums  of  money  hereby  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  prisoners  confined  in  the  said 
prisons  of  the  Kings  Bench  and  Marshalsea,  and  also  for 
the  justices  of  the  peace  acting  in  and  for  the  city  of  London, 
or  the  major  part  of  them,  at  their  general  quarter  sessions, 
with  respect  to  the  sums  of  money  hereby  provided  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor  prisoners  confined  in  the  said  Fleet  prison, 

[a  a  2]  and 


Justices  em¬ 
powered  to 
make  regu¬ 
lations  in 
addition  to 
the  provi¬ 
sions  of  the 
act. 
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and  they  respectively  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered, 
from  time  to  time,  when  and  as  often  as  they  respectively 
shall  think  proper,  to  make  any  orders,  rules,  and  regula¬ 
tions,  respecting  the  payment  and  application  of  the  monies 
hereby  provided,  and  the  prisoners  who  shall  be  relieved 
thereby,  and  the  securities  to  be  entered  into  for  the  due 
application  thereof,  and  the  accounts  to  be  made  and  given 
respecting  the  same,  and  the  remuneration  to  be  allowed 
thereout  to  persons  employed  in  the  execution  of  this  act, 
or  otherwise,  for  the  better  execution  of  this  act;  provided 
that  the  same  be  made  as  additions  to  the  provisions  herein¬ 
before  contained,  and  be  not  contradictory  thereto ;  and 
also  to  alter  the  same  rules,  orders,  and  regulations,  as  and 
when  they  shall  think  fit. 

publiek  act.  XVII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  shall  be 
deemed  and  taken  to  be  a  publiek  act,  and  shall  be  judi¬ 
cially  taken  notice  of  as  such  by  all  judges,  justices,  and 
others,  without  being  specially  pleaded. 


confined  in  the  King’s  Bench9  fyc, 
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The  SCHEDULE  to  which  this  Act  refers. 


COUNTIES 

AND 

DIVISIONS. 


Bedford  - 

Berks 

Bucks 

Cambridge  ("County 

^  lisle  of 

Cambridge  -j  Town 


Chester 
Cornwall 
Cumberland 
Derby 
Devon 

Dorset 

Durham 


bridge 


Ely  and") 
of  Cam-  > 


York 


Essex 


Gloucester 

Hereford 

Hertford 

Huntingdon 

Kent 

Lancaster 

Leicester 

Lincoln  - 

Middlesex 

Norfolk 


("East  Division 
"^West  Division 

m  m 

("East  Riding 
4  North  Riding 
(_  West  Riding 
("East  Division 
^West  Division 


("East  Division 
£West  Division 


f  Holland  Division 
4  Kesteven  Do. 

C  Lindsay  Do. 


.  ("East  Division 

Northampton  |West  Divjsion 

Northumberland  - 

xt  7  f  North  Division 
Nottingham  |gouth  Division 


J.  he  to  he  j*aid  by 

them  for  the  Relief  of  the 
Prifoners  in  the  Prifons  of 


King’s 

Bench. 


£ 

5 

10 

10 

5 


10 

10 

10 

10 

20 

5 

5 

*5 

to 

i5 

3° 

10 

10 

10 

10 

5 

10 

10 

30 

10 

5 

5 

10 

100 

*5 

5 

5 

l5  ' 
5 
5 


Fleet. 


£ 

5 

10 

5 

5 


Marlhal- 
fea. 


IO 

5 

5 

10 

15 

5 

5 

10 

10 

10 

20 

5 

5 

10 

5 

10 

5 

5 

5 

25 

10 

5 

5 

5 

5  o 

10 

5 

5 

10 

5 

5 


25 


25 


200 
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...  ,  .  —  ■  . .  — ■  ■  ■  - . — —  -  «  — - - 

rhe  SUMS  to  be  paid  by 

COUNTIES 

them  for  the  Relief  of  the 

\ 

Prisoners  in  the  Prisons  of 

AND 

King’s 

Fleet. 

Marshal- 

DIVISIONS. 

Bench. 

sea. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Oxford  - 

10 

5 

Rutland  -  - 

5 

s 

-  ' 

Salop  - 

10 

10 

— 

Somerset  I  I 

0  0 

5 

5 

1 

Southampton  - 

15 

10 

— 

Stafford  - 

15 

10 

— 

TBeccles  Division 

5 

_ 

Suffolk  )  Woodbridge  Do. 

5 

— 

Minoix  <  Bury  Sl  Edmund’s  Do  _ 

5 

5 

— 

(^Ipswich  Do. 

5 

— 

Surry  - 

50 

40 

50 

c  CEast  Division 

Sussex  jWegt  Division 

10 

5 

10 

5 

- 

Warwick  -  ~  - 

15 

10 

Tir  ,  1  ,  CEast  Ward 

Westmorland  jKenda,  Ward  . 

5 

5 

— 

Wilts 

15 

10 

— 

Worcester  - 

10 

10 

— 

Angles  ea  - 

2 

2 

_ _ _ 

Brecon  - 

2 

2 

— 

Cardigan  - 

2 

2 

— 

Carmarthen  - 

3 

3 

— 

Carnarvon  - 

2 

2 

— 

Denbigh  - 

3 

3 

— 

Flint  - 

2 

2 

— 

Glamorgan  - 

3 

3 

Merioneth  - 

2 

2 

— - 

Monmouth  - 

3 

3 

— 

Montgomery  - 

2 

2 

— 

Pembroke  - 

2 

2 

— 

Radnorshire  - 

2 

2 

— 

THE  END. 
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